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EXTRACT FROM THE REGULATIONS FOR 
THE PRINCE CONSORT PRIZE. 



"There shall be estabUshed in the University 
a prize, called the 'Prince Consort Prize,' to be 
awarded for dissertations involving original historical 
research." 

"The prize shall be open to members of the 
University who, at the time when their dissertations 
are sent in, have been admitted to a degree, and are 
of not more than foar years' standing &om admissdon 
to their first degree." 

"Those dissertations which the adjndicators 
declare to be deserving of publication shall be 
published by the University, singly or in combi- 
nation, in an uniform series, at the expense of 
the fund, under such conditions as the Syndics 
of the Univeraity Press shall from time to time 
determine." 
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It ia regretted that Qie three following do not appear in the text. 

(a) A. letter from (he Prior of Bath to CromweU, dated 7 Feb. 1537, 
giving an annnity of £5, thanhing Cromwell for his goodness 
' ageynst the preoye and seorett Bfniatre labour ' made against the 
Prior, and asking that the brethren might have snob liberty for 
recreation as the Qlaatonbnrf monks had. (B. 0. Letts, and Papers 
Hen. Vm. sn. 360.) 

{b) From Nicolas' prooeedings of the Privy Cooncil vu. 169, it appears 
fliat John Hillttty a mont of Keynsham was committed to the Mar- 
shalsea, 7 April, 1541, beoaase it was aBserted that hs had falsely 
accused the Chancellor of the Coart of Aagmentations. 

(e) In Acts of the Privy Coundl, 1547 — 60, p. 97, there is an interesting 
regtilation as to the pajment of pensions to dispossessed monks 
{9 June, 1647). It provides that whers possible the monks shall 
oame to the Treasurer of the Court of Aagmentations (no longer to 
the partionlar receiver) in person ' to be viewed whither th^ were 
the same perscoies to whome suche penoions were assigned.' If they 
cannot come in person they are to send a certifioate, signed by two 
Jastices or one Justice and a gentleman of reputation in the oonn^, 
saying that the rightful person still lives there. This regulation is 
based in its preamble upon a fear of fraud, and refers to the Carthn- 
sians who had passed the sea and yet deputed friends to draw their 
pensions. 

Page 6, line 16, ijuert ' to ' before ' whose ' 
21, I, 3, /or ' was ' read • were ' 
23, lines 26 and 26, omit ' that ' in eaoh line 
36, line 18, for ' incubent ' read ' inourabent ' 
SS, „ 24, fin- ' p'or ' read ' prior ' 
41, „ 10, for • pu" ' read ' publioe ' 
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Page 41, Una 11,/or 'pn""' rtad'pnblioam' 
„ 11, „ 11, Uat two wordi, perhapa ' etc. perlecteutar ' 
„ 41, „ 34, for ' anota ' read ' anotoritate ' 
„ 42, „ 6,/or 'laatoium' read 'faotaram' 
„ 68, „ 5, /or ' Bartyohe ' rtod 'Barlyohe' 
„ 99, For the oonneaUon between Moutaotite, ite oelk, and 

the Continent, of. Sir Oeorge Dnokett's VUitationt of 

tht EnglUh Cluniae Fmmdatiotu. 
„ ISO, „ 21, for 'redendum solaeDdinn vel faoiendum' retid 'reden- 

dam Bolnendam vel &aieiidi»n ' 
„ 142, „ 14,/or'Wftpmyton'Miui'Warmj'toi)' 
„ 142, „ 24, for ' Eodeadum et p^rdpiendum ' read ' Hnbendant et 

p«roipiendam' 
„ 165, At the side of the Aooonnt, for ' lUiorum ' read ' alia ' 

„ 169, „ „ „ for ' aliorum ' read ' lUia ' 

„ 163, „ 11,/or ' pertinentibui ' read ■ p«rtiDenctu ' 
„ 366, „ 33, pr liconoUm read lioeooiam 
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CHAPTER I. 
The Somerskt Houses and their Sdppkession. 

It is worthy of remark that the suppressioii of The diuo- 
the religious houses in England, though accomplished '"'*<"'■ 
with marvellous rapidity, whether we coDsider the 
importance of the change itself or the magnitude of 
the interests involved, was not effected at a blow. 
In fact the dissolution was spread out over a period 
of some fifteen years, a point which ought not to be 
lost sight o^ as even that length of time probably 
gave such opportunity for preparation as prevented 
the shock being felt in all its force. But the state- 
ment that this great economic change was made 
rapidly only implies that the movement towards it 
had been slowly gathering force underground long 
before it appeared on the surface. 

The legality of the acts of Henry or his ministers PreeecUnu 
in the matter does not seem to have been doubted ;^^^^ 
perhaps because there had been many precedents 
for suppression'. These again were evidence of the 

1 Uudei William H^ John, Edvard H., Edwttid HL and 
Henr; T. Bee (Jssqnet's Heirry VIII. and the Engtiih Monatteriet, 
ohapa. u. and m., and the Artiole in the Home a/id Foreign Ben. 
tv. p. 166. Hi^o, Hitt. 0/ Taunton Priory, p. Ill, s«eniB to think 
that people were ahar? of bnjiiig monastia land on BaperstitiouB 
or othei gionnds, bnt Somereet does not oonfirm (be view. 
A. E. 1 



J,a,l,z<,d=vG00gIf 



2 THE SOMBBSBT HOUSES 

public opinioD, at all events of the middle classes, on 
the subject. A papal bull had, it is true enough, 
always been thought necessary to license any inter- 
ference with the orders ; and with such Wolsey had 
fortified himself in diverting some portion of monastic 
revenues to the purposes of education', some years 
before the general dissolution of the smaller bouses. 
But all suppressions which occurred previously to 
1536 were of an entirely different character from 
those whose effects form the matter of this enquiry. 
They were grounded on the usetessness or bad con- 
duct of certain small houses in Wolsey's case ; and 
in the notable instance of the alien priories under 
Eidward III. as on strong patriotic or economic con- 
tentions; they were moreover justified by a fairly 
unselfish dispositioD of the proceeds'. The causes 
which rendered the dissolution possible is a subject 
far too wide for discussion here'. It may suffice to 
say that unconscious advantage was taken of a general 
anti-monastic tendency in the middle and upper 
classes, to which must of course be added causes to be 
found in the state of the houses themselves and in 
their relation to the general social advancement of 



' Homt and For. Bev, 17. p. 169. 

* Editor of BesTM'a Hittory of EitglUh Lav, ni, nota to p. 

* The whale sabjeat of the English diMolotion is tteated in the 
(trtiiile in the Some and Foreign SivieK before referred to; at 
lei^^, In Dixon'a Hittory of tke Gkareh of Bngland, and later in 
Qasqaet's Henry VJJI. and tin Englith MonatUriei. That the 
general birtory has been ho thoronghlj treated by these and e>o 
many other writera most be the present writer's eienee for merely 
glaneiugatit. 
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AND THEIB BUPPBBSSIOIf. 3 

England. There had certainly been a decline in the 
position of the houses, or rather they had not ad- 
vanced with the rest of the kingdom. The larger 
had absorbed the smaller ; the difficulties of wealthy 
absenteeism had been introduced; the old superiority 
of monastic agriculture was waning; monasteries 
were often subjected to petty annoyances by their 
neighbours. Their importance in a word had de- 
clined. Still one writer' thinks that as much money 
was left to the orders in the lith and 16th centuries 
as before : but it certainly was distributed among 
fewer corporations; only some 700 were left, it seems 
certain, in Cromwell's time as compared with 1200 
of three centuries before '. 

This question of the possibility of the dissolution 
makes prominent the helplessness of the lower classes, 
with whom the monks were popular. It also, if it 
is to be answered, involves some investigation of the 
relations between landlord and tenant, in which it 
may be stated that the monks were conservative 
and eaay-going, though with important exceptions. 
This will be glanced at in a later chapter. 

It is to be feared that the suppressions under Motivetfor 
Cromwell had different motives than the wish for prMnon. 
reform. There seems some analogy to the Templars' 
case ; the agents at all events were equally vile and 
untrustworthy. Any candid reader of the Visitors' 
Reports or what is left of them, without having any 
particular theory to support, will be reminded of the 
&ble of the wolf and the lamb ; it certainly seems 

1 See Eomt and For. Rev. iv. loo. dt. 
* Dizoti, I. p. 823. 
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4 THE SOHEBSBT HOVBBS 

as if the visitatioD had been undertaken to secure 
the suppressioD. Still it must be repeated that, as 
Car as can be said of any act under the Tudors, the 
dissolution of the monasteries was ultimately a 
national act, distinctly authorized and afrain and 
again confirmed by both Houses of Parliament, 
This curious fact, though it may be only true of 
the upper and middle classes, cannot be explained 
by the theory of a temporary blaze of fanaticism. 
The The general visitation of the houses which 

ruitation. ^^p^j ^ October 1535 was intimately connected 
with the royal supremacy, indeed Cromwell's appoint- 
ment as vicar-general has been described by Canon 
Dixon as the putting of the new royal powers into 
commission. Visitations there had been before, but 
they had been episcopal and local ; such had been 
Morton's visitation of St Alban's Abbey in 1487 or 
Wareham's efforts in 1511. Wolsey's visitation of 
1523 had not much wider effects than these, or even 
aims. In the same year as the general visitation 
began, Cranmer also conducted a similar enquiry in 
his own province, but had to give way after some 
conflict had arisen*. 

It is probable that Cromwell had in 1535 designed 
a partial suppression. At all events it is difficult to 
read the letters of the visitors in any other sense*. 

> Bee on Uuh point Dizim, i. p. 3S1, and the Introdnotion to 
Gftitdner, Letttrt and Papen of Henry VIII. The general bob- 
penBios of the bishop's powers was early seen to he neoesBaiy b; 
the TisitoTs of the Ticar-general, Legh, and kp Bioe proposing 
the BUBpeniion (see O. a. pref.). 

9 Lingaid. t. p. 6S, bsiTs that the diisolation vaa foretold at 
the time of Wolsey's fall. 



DiailizodbvGoOgle 



AND THEIR SnPPBESSION. 5 

That destnictioD was in the air ia manifest from the 
Act forbidding new foundations bs early as 21 
Hen. VIII. The ahsard notions of the wealth of the 
orders were spread far and wide by Fish' ; what that 
wealth actually was might henceforth be known from 
the "Valor Ecclesiasticus, a survey of the ecclesiastical 
property whose accuracy has been very generally 
admitted' although it was necessarily not complete. 
The multitude of local surveys shews that it was 
felt to be imperfect, or at all events not to have been 
universally relied on in the years following the sup- 



The " English reign of terror," as Green pictu- Thomai 
resquely calls it, began with the reign of Cromwell, ^'>^^'^'- 
whose wonderful character cannot be denied a great 
superiority in the art of management ; a man with 
more scruples would have been swept away in a 
moment As things went in the sixteenth century he 
was not wanting in humanity. Like the Borgias he 
had certain objects to achieve, and if their attain- 
ment involved a certain number of executions, it was 
part of a system of policy ; he seems from his letters 
to have generally cared little about ways and means. 
But if his conduct in the suppression times, and 
particularly when the northern rebellion was at its 
he%ht, be considered it will be idle to deny him 
supreme ability. His industry, as can be gathered 
from his correspondence, was enormous. His avarice 
is perhaps doubtful, though there is some excuse, in 
spite of Qreen's explanation, for thinking that he 



> Stipplieation of the beggari. 

* Bee Hudj in the Fref. to the pablished edition of 1810. 
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THE SOMEBSET HOtlSES 

The visitors at all events seem to 
have thought so. 

Henry, whose new position seemed a satire on 
the Protestant doctrine of the sanctity of individual 
opinion, had many reasons for disliking the monks. 
They were possessed of a certain amount of pro- 
perty, and he was always in need. He was master- 
ful and popular, and found in the orders great 
opposition to his royal supremacy. His opinions 
must have varied from time to time, just as his 
position varied with regard to dogma. At one time 
he seems to have contemplated partial suppression 
ouly. Guided by Cromwell he felt his way as time 
went on, but the strength of his passions made him 
uncertain. It was very difficult for people in remot« 
parts of England to keep up with bim, though they 
seem to have tried their best. 

The general visitation was conducted by Legh, 
Layton, Ap Rice, Gage, Bellasis, London and Sowell'. 
Of these we hear most of Legh and Layton, who 
paid two visits to Somerset. What manner of men, 
it may he asked, were CroraweU's deputies ? It will 
suffice to speak of Legh and Layton. 

Thomas Legh was young, fresh from Eton and 
King's College, Cambridge, and if we may trust the 
account of Ap Rice' 'of intolerable elation of mind.' 
He was a Doctor of Laws and a great favourite with 
Cromwell, in spite of all attempts to undermine 
his influence ; the surest method of estimating the 
value of bis testimony will be by reading the corre- 
I Bonet, HUt. of B^. i. p. 296 ; Collier, Eeeta, Hitt. it. 
There vere others, Tregonwell and Fetre for iuBtonce. 
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AlTD THEIR STJFPBXSSIOIf. 7 

Bpondence which follows. The resalt will probably 
be that he must be considered to be a pushiog, 
vigorous man with no scruples whatever, ready to do 
what his master wished and very quick at perceiving 
what his master did wish, more so than Layton. 
Bis reward was large. He was made a Master in 
Chancery. Three monastic sites were made over 
to him and he was knighted', but his conduct at 
gherhum Hospital*, of which he was appointed 
master in 153&, shews that he was a hard cruel inan, 
as indeed does his other conduct. Legh died in 1545*. 
Richard Ejayton says that he would never have been 
more than a basket-bearer but for hie master's foster- 
ing care'. Unfortunately his career also was not such 
aa to have deserved all the patronage he obtained*. 
As he practised like Legh in the Ecclesiastical Courts 
their names occur frequently together ; and both are 
found in the "Calendars of Letters and Papers." 
Layton's 'Bprightliness,' which makes his letters very 
readable, does not seem to have been suited to the 
duties he had to perform, or to have stood him in 
better stead than Legh's "satrapike countenance." 
Both were unpopular, as may be seen from their lives 
being demanded by the Pilgrims of Grace. Clerical 
benefices were showered upon Layton's head : he was 
rector of Stepney, held the livings of St Faith's and 
Harrow, from the latter of which he wrote many of 
his letters; he was also prebendary of Kentish Town, 
dean of Cbester-le-Street, archdeacon of Bucks, and 

> Dixon, u. p. 203. ' Bee Gasq. i. p. 1S7, n. 

■ Cooper, Athenat CanlabriffitTua i. 87, * See Letter nri, 
* IiBTton's name it affixed to the 'Artiotea about Beligion' 
pnserred in M8S. CoHoa. Cleop. E. T. 69. 
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8 THE B0HEB8ET HOUSES 

finally retired in 1539 to the Deanery of York. 
While in the enjoyment of the last he appears to 
have made away with some of the church plate. 
He died at Brussels in 1544. The value of hia 
evidence may be gauged from letter x. 

These two with Tregonwell and Petre were con- 
cerned with Somerset The visitation in both cases 
was but an incident in a busy life of a discreditable 
kind. Both were probably on the swearing com- 
mission, as Canon Dixon calls it ; Legh assisted at 
the trial of Anne Boleyn, and afterwards had the 
credit of solving the Canterbury plot'; Layton was 
one of the divines who enquired into the validity of 
Henry's marrif^ with Anne of Cleves, Fuller* has 
summed up the matter in language which most 
people will agree with : — 

"By this time [he says], the Instruments imployed 
by the Lord Cromwell, to make discovery of the 
vitiotta lives of Monks, and Fryers, were all returned 
in their pereons, or in their intelligence sent unto 
him. They were men, who well understood the 
message they went on, and would not come back 
without a satisbctory answer to him that sent them, 
knowing themselves were likely to be no losers 
thereby. And now they had found out water enough 
to drive the mill, (besides what ran by) a suSBcient 
detection to effect the businesse. Of these, some were 
put in commission to visit Abbeys, others moving in 
a lower, (but no lesse needfull) sphere of activity. 

"Of these Commissioners the principal were Bich, 
^ DiiOD, n. p. 838. In the lame work, to wbioh I ua gieatlj 
indebted, partiouUra as to other visitors will be found. See also 
Coop«r, Athaiae Canua. i. M. * Eeel. Hit*, p. 81«. 
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AND TBEIB suppression. 9 

Layton, Tho. Legh, William Peters, Doctors of the 
law; Doctor John London, Dean of Wallingford. 
Of the three former I can say nothing, but finde the 
later (though imployed to correct others) no great 
saint himself. For afterwards he was publickly con- 
victed of perjury, and adjudged to ride with his face 
to the Horse-tale at Windsor and Ockii^ham with 
papers about bis head, which was done accordingly'." 
It must be remembered that FuUer on the whole 
is unfavourable to the monks, as may be judged from 
his beading one of his sections " The generalitie of 
monasteries notoriously vitious." 

A great part of England was traversed before The Ttport 
February, 1536, when parliament, the parliament ^,^^ 
which dissolved the lesser monasteries, met. There 
seems to have been .a regular scheme of visitation, 
as we gather from the instructions which were 
drawn up for the guidance of the visitors'. They 
may have followed these, but it is hardly reasonable 
to suppose that they did'. Their attention was con- 
centrated on property, sexual offences, and what was 
roughly termed superstition. A list of monks who 
confessed to certain crimes, or were considered as 
guilty, was made out but it has in great part dis- 
appeared*; from it the celebrated Black Book is said 
to have been compiled. The matter is not free from 
> FoUer, p. 314. 

* IheBe iDsttQotioDa are praBerved in the Cotton. M99., aad 
(DmBUiiized in moat histories ol the time, Speed, Ao, 8m Bnmet, 
I. p. 297. 

■ See Legh'B aoootrnt of LajtOQ, infra. Letter ni. 

* See Dixon's aoooant of the Comperta, HUtory of the Church 
of EngUmd, i. p. 341, n. Also for a criticism of its contents see 
OMq. I. pv 93S, et seq. 
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10 THE SOHEBSET HOUSES 

doubt but it need not concern anyone who is dealing 
with a single county; what we have to do with is 
the evidence which remans. This is contained in a 
great number of letters by which the visitors from 
time to time advised Cromwell of their proceedings, 
most of them being preserved in the Record Office, 
but some among the Cotton. MSS. at the British 
Museum. From these letters it appears that a good 
deal of financial business of an underhand character 
was tzansacted, as indeed will appear later, for which 
the deputies had every facility, in that one of the 
functions given them in their commission was that 
of enquiring into the repairs of the &bric8 and 
similar matters of property. 
The Aet ((f Whether on good or bad evidence the Act of 
37 ff«n. 27 Hen, VIII. was passed, giving to the king all the 
houses of a less yearly value than two hundred 
pounds. The stories as to the scenes in the debate 
in parliament must be received with suspicion; it 
was certainly a packed assembly' and careless of any- 
thing beyond the private interests of its members. 
There can have been no idea prevalent as to the 
political possibilities of the move, and once done it was 
fortunate for this country that Henry was ignorant 
of them also or too extravagant to take advanti^e 
of his position. With the fall of the lesser monas- 
teries ends the first stage of the dissolution. Three 
hundred and seventy* houses or thereabouts were 
placed at the king's disposal To administer their 
property the Court of Augmentations was created, 
which controlled an army of officials in various parts 
of the country. 

1 Oftsq. I. p. 303. ■ HoUiogBhead, Chron, m. p. 939. 
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The general dissatisfaction which these supprea- Dinati*- 
sions produced found emphatic expresaion in the^^^^ 
northern rising, and in a spirit of diB^ection so by tAc 
universal as to force more moderate measures on the puigfd. 
king. Even before the northern rising the commis- 
sions of visitation were altered ' and new men of higher 
character, at all events of local influence, were 
added. Unfortunately only a small part of the new 
commissioners' report remains ; but it probably did 
not give satisfaction, as in three connties at all events 
they could but mention one house requiring suppres- 
sion*. The old kind of visitation was renewed. The 
greater houses, in addition to the annoyance this en- 
tailed, were burdened with the support of monks 
distributed among them after the fall of the lesser. 
They were harassed and bullied and robbed, but that 
by this time every thinking man knew what was 
intended ia clear from a remark of the Bishop of 
London quoted by Burnet*. It is only fair to the 
monks to remember how much a man will coofess 
to when he ia thoroughly frighteDed ; and where 
fright would not produce evidence which Layton 
thought to be enough bribeiy was freely resorted to. 

Suppression had proceeded throughout 1536; but Thefaa 
the fall of the greater monasteries was gently and %tam 
easily introduced after the quelling of the northern &«»«*• 
rebellion' which the northern foundations had fa- 
voured. Many were attainted ; more went through 
the form of a free surrender''. All the houses in 

• Dixon, I. p. 868. ' Dixon, i. p. 870. 

» Bm Gi»floii'H Chron. ed. 1869, p. 1226. ' Dixon, i. p. 497. 

' For Somerset vie hare the foUowiag BorreiiderB : Einton, 
Eefoaham, Moataonte, Athalnej, Bridgewnter, Bniton, l^anntoii, 
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Somerset disappeared by 1540, a date that marks 
the second great at^e in the euppression history. 
Tht The Church had now, if we include the annates, 

Ouuatac. gi'ven up vell-nigh all she had to give. An amount 
of property which if capitalized and reduced to our 
values has been estimated at forty or fifty million 
pounds' had passed into, and in great part out of, the 
king's hands. But the authority which had ripped 
the lead off the roofB of the finest buildings in the 
land for sale as old metal was not likely to be satis- 
fied while there remained anything worth taking 
even in quasi-monastic hands. The third series of 
confiscations which the Church endured was far less 

Wells ; App. II., Eighth Btport of thi Dtp. Keeper of the Pub. Re- 
eorde. Am to the form two apeoimena from the Beoord Offloa ftra 
Appended to this cluptei. 

' This is obtained Iroiu Slant's estunate of the then valas and 
Qasqnet's tde» of the eompaiison between the valne in Henry 
Vlil.'e time and our own; one, the latter thinks, being abont one- 
tenth of the other. But this is not qnite oertoin. Some even say 
that one-twentieth would be nearer the mark (Green, Pref. to Son. 
CAontrifi). After all it is beat to aay with Prof. J. Thorold 
Sogers {J. of the Statu. Soe. xav. p. 511), that it ia diffionlt to 
estimate the value of land in the zvith centmj in terms of out 
own time. We know how mnoh pasture ftnd arable fields brooght 
in varions places per acre from the Beatal, but lo many oon- 
sideretiona onght to be added, as th^ wonld have to be to.day, 
that this really bringa one Tety little nearer. Speaking generally 
of values Browne Willis (Mitred Abbeyi, i. p. 109 note) mnltiplies 
by SO, OldfflizoQ by 10 (p. 93), to bring them up to their lespeotiTe 
timea. Obviously the former was an exaggented view of the 
parflhssing power of money. The confusion existii^ on the 
subjeat is marked by the difference of opinion as to the sufficiency 
of the peunoDS, but it is significant to note that the scheme for 
the future ordering of oonventa (one of many which remained 
untried) contained in Cleop. E. iv. of the Cotton MSB. fixea 40/- 
and diet as the annnal provision tor a monk. 
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justifiable than either of the two previous ones. It 
struck more cruelly at the comfort of the lower 
classes, and it was, in spite of all the guarding which 
the statute provided, a mighty inroad on private 
property. 

Henry's Ufe was not long enough to enable him 
to see the completion of his work by the ruin of the 
chantries and guilds; but an Act was passed just 
before bis death appointing commissioners to enquire 
into their property in eaoh county and to make a 
report. This commission came to nothing or prac- 
tically so, and the part of the statute that vested all 
their possessions in the king was not put into general 
operation. The matter was in fact taken up afresh 
in the first year of king Edward VI. 

The Valor of 27 Hen. VTIl. had only very partially 
included chantries' and had not included coU^ea, 
guilds, fraternities, jcc. at all. It appears that fore- 
warned the owners of the smaller foundations began 
to sell and dispose of them in Henry's time and were 
only stopped by an Act of 1545. The commission 
which Henry appointed for Somerset and Dorset 
consisted of the Bishops of Bath and Bristol, Sir 
Giles Strangewaye more notably a Dorset than a 
Somerset man. Sir John Horsey, member of a very 
ancient border Somerset family from the Yetminater 
district, Thos. Denam, Esq., Robert Carye, Gent,, of 

1 In Bomenet, for instance, Hannde Roy appears in the Valor 
though reallf a chautrj, but other ftratemitiefl, &o., ate omitted. 
On the othec hand there seemed a teudeuoy to reckon Stavordale 
M a ehantr;, thoogh valued in the Valor as a cell of Tannton 
Prior;. Let it not be forgotten that a great deal of ohantr; pto- 
part; waa eonoealed, as we know from later efforts to leoover it for 
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the Castle Gary family, really a branch of the Carews, 
Roger Kentsey, gent.'. Such was the position of 
af&iirs at Henry's death. 

Qreen has pointed out' the, difference in point of 
view of the two Acta. That of the last year of 
Henry's reign based the dissolution of the chantries 
upon little beyond the fact of their being rich. The 
framers of the Act of 1 Edward VI. dwelt upon the 
religious side of the matter, denouncing them as the 
homes of superstition and making assertions amount- 
ing to promises as to education, and the care of the 
poor and preaching. Eklward's Act appointed a new 
commission. The men for Somerset and Dorset were 
Thos. Speke, Hugh Poulett, John Rogers, John 
Seyntlow and Thos. Dyer, Kts., with Wm Moryce, 
Qeo. Lyne, Rob. Keylway, Rob. Metcalff, John 
Hannan and Wm Hartegyll'; names which shew 
that the chief families of the county did not hold 
back from the Qovemment'a proceedings. These men 
were the authors of the famous Survey and Ren- 
tal, a complete valuation of Somerset cbsntry pro- 
perty, to which they added notes as to the character 
of priests, number of communicants and church ac- 
commodation in various places. Frequent reference 
will be made to this report hereafter. 

Such in brief is the general history of the dis^ 
solution. We must now turn more particularly to 
Somerset. The lists which follow will shew how 
very rich, considering its size and small importance, 
Somerset was in foundations of every sort. Not 

1 QrMn, Som, ChantrUi, Introd. p. t. ' lUd. p. vi. 

* Ibid. p. riU. 
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only were they numerous, but they were very valu- 
able ; aud not only were the revenues of the houses 
large, but the convents were in possession of build- 
ings of extraordinary beauty. If the scanty remains 
of Cleeve, Glastonbury and Muchelney be examined 
with care some faint idea, but only a faint one, may 
be obtained how they must have improved the 
general aspect of the already beautiful county which 
contained them. Somerset at the dissolution had 
not only all those stately perpendicular towers for 
which it is so femous, but it was full of Bne monastic 
buildings, of many of which no trace beyond a bam 
perhaps remains but which together with the fifteenth 
century houses in so many manors must have greatly 
added to the pleasantness and character of the 
county'. 

The first list which follows contains the names The 
and revenues of the Greater Houses according to the ^^. 
division made by the Act of 27 Henry VIII. It is '*"*» "/ 
taken from the Valor Ecclesiasticus, " the Doomsday 
of the Church," a valuation made of all the ecclesi- 
astical property in England in order that the revenue 
derived from the annates which had been transferred 

I A note in (he ' Snrve; ' ahewa that the land roond Taunton 
was notably fertile, tbongh ^e ' Zim and the Zoil ' had a gocd 
deal leBB asaUtaiioe than even at (he preseiit tune. Also Bee 
Norden, Deteriptiaa of E1^^Uind (N. Shak. Soo.), p. 330, ' The 
Paradise of Bagland : ' 

' Boy. I wag onoe In Somenetahire abont a place naere 
laonton, oalled Tandeane, I did like their land and (heii faiu- 
bandry well. 

Bni, Yon Bpeaike of the Faradiae of England.' 

Th«ie wu mnob more timber In Hen>7 the Eighth's time 
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to the kiDg by the Act of 26 Hen. VIII. might be 
properly estimated. The previous valuation was of 
the time of Edward the First. 



GlaBtonbury Abbey 


3311 7 


4 




Bath Abbey 


617 2 


3 


Benedictine. 


Athelney Abbey 


209 


3 




Muchelney Abbey 


447 4 


11 




Bruton Abbey 


430 6 


8 


AuBtin. 


Montacute Priory 


496 14 


3 


Cluniac 


Taunton Priory 


286 8 


10 


Austin. 


Keynaham Abbey 


419 10 


4 


Austin. 


Buckland Priory 


223 7 


4 


Austin. 


Witham Priory 


315 IB 





Carthuflian. 


Henton Priory 


248 19 


s 


Carthuflian. 



Of the above Buckland was a nunnery. 
Some discrepancy may be found in the accounts 
of the houses and their values. Some are neces- 
sarily taken from other sources than the Valor. 
Many writers have relied on Speed ; others on a list 
which occurs in the Cotton, mss'. The best authority 
is the Roll in the Augmentation 0£Gce, of which the 
latter is only a copy. Sometimes again the ministers' 
accounts are followed ; and as they are of later date 
than the Valor there is some difTerence, and as time 
goes on and we get near the end of Henry VIII. 
a great difference, in the revenues. 

If we only multiply these incomes by ten, which 
is certainly not sufficient when money has to be 
considered in relation to subsistence, it will be seen 
from our own standard how very valuable these 

' From which Speed nopied probably. Bee Dictionary of 
National Biographg, xu. p. 809. 
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greateF mooastenes were. It is really very difficult 
to understand the Lufiuence and poBition of a com- 
munity such as Glastonbury, living in a small and 
out of the world town', at the aame time enjojang a 
revenue of more than £30,000 per annum. Perhaps 
this is even more forcibly brought home to us by 
trying to consider life at Muchelney and Montacute. 
The next list, also from the Valor, contains the 
lesser houses, those that is to say with a rental 
below two hundred pounds. It will be noted that 
neither of these lists includes Bristol, wbicb to begin 
with was only partially in Somerset, and further 
belonged to another ecclesiastical jurisdiction. 

Hon. Imxane. Order. 

£ «. d. 

Bath Hospital' Z2 16 9 Benedictine. 

Templecombe Freceptorr 107 16 11 Knights of St John. 

Berljrch. Conventual Priory 98 14 8 Austin. 

Bridgewater Hospital 120 19 1 Franciscan. 

Wells Hospital' 40 2 Austin. 

Canjngton Prior; 39 15 8 Benedictine. 

Cleeve Abbey 156 9 B Cistercian. 

' Some wonld dispute this, but an eiamination of the place 
will shew how entirely the place depended on the Abbey. It is 
notemortby, foe instance, that 'the George' was a hoatel for 
pilgiiniB. Crewkeme was then one of the most important places 
in those parts. 

■ Of the following, Bath Hospital was not dissolved, bat after 
variona fortunes was handed over to the Mayor and Corporation. 
See Bath Field Chib Proceeding*, vol. n. p. 106. Canjngton and 
Hynchin Bartow were nnnnerira. The foundation of Mannde Boy 
ma an incoiporation of Vicars Choral in the Cathedral of WeUs. 
SeeQreen, Som. Cfionfrfff, p. 835 [SortitTtttlteeord Society, yo\. a.). 

■ The Hoipital, or Priory of St John, Wells, thoagb below th« 
£200 valuation seeniB to have escaped notice, for it was not BDp- 
imseed until 1539. Fnw. Som. Arch. Son. 1859, p. 16. 

A.E. 2 
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DuMterCell' 


37 4 


8 


Beoet. 


Mynohin Barrow Priory 


S3 14 


3 


AuBtJD. 


Worspring 


87 2 


11 


St Victor. 


WeUs Maunde Boy 


71 17 


2 


Chantry. 


Wells Vicars' College 


72 10 


9» 





Bridgewater, Franciscan Priory. 
Ilchester, Dominican Prioi7. 



A list baa been added from tbe Cotton m^.' by 
which we can compare Somersetshire with the other 
counties. The Chantries of course are not included. 
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County. 


Total ralue per yar 




a t. d. 


Bedford 


2343 17 2 


Berks 


4469 5 1 


Bucks 


1496 17 1 


Cambrit^ 


1330 7 2 


Cheshire 


695 16 11 


Cumberland 


942 8 3 


Cornwall 


1279 7 


Derby 


1859 5 8 


Devon 


6671 15 8 


Dorset 


4578 


Durham 


1977 14 2 


Essex 


5577 7 8 


Gloucester 


6427 15 6 



> To Bath. 

< The above as taken from tbe Valor do not include the Frinriee. 
Some doubt has eiiBted m to whether Iloheatei was not Franaiscan, 
whioh theoiy indeed has the Bupport of usa., but all donbt has 
been oleared away by Fa. Palmer in TA* Rtliqaary, vol. »iv. 
p. 7S et ae^. 

* Cleopatra E. iv. 
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Totel nine psF year. 



Hereford 


S46 II 6 


Hertford 


£903 n S 


Hunta 


2300 10 6 


Kent 


4838 3 g 


Lancaster 


484 18 6 


Leicester 


3511 IB 7 


Lincoln 


7720 12 2 


Loudon and Middlesex 


10,926 2 2 


Notts 


1104 S 6 


Norfolk 


4206 6 6 


Northante 


2247 4 1 


Oion 


1788 19 10 


Rutland 


52 12 11 


Salop 


1889 4 8 


Somereet 


7641 10 11 


SouthantB 


3784 la 4 


Stafford 


1477 8 1 


Suffolk 


4221 4 7 


Surrey 


4416 19 2 


Sussex 


3007 4 7 


Warwick 


2968 12 1 


Westmoreland 


154 17 7 


Worcester 


3349 16 


Wilts 


3699 2 5 


Yorkshire 


15,331 10 6 



The writer of this account whoever he may have 
been was not an accurate copyist, for he has missed 
out Northumberland which had 12 foundations*. 
Somerset is returned with 23 houses because he 
includes both Maunde Eoy and the Hospital of 

1 Hr Biokley (to vbom I sm nndsi oonsiileralile abligationej, 
of tba BritUh Maseam, expressed (he view that judging from 
the character of the handwriting the aboie table was made late in 
the dileeoth oentory. 

2—2 
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St Katherine, BedmiuBter. However the column is 
sufficiently near the truth to serve as an illustration 
of the remark that Somerset was very rich in 
monasteries and that the individual societies were 
possessed of large revenues. 

It would take a small volume to enumerate 
correctly the Colleges, Chantries, fraternities &o. that 
were suppressed by the Act of 1 Edw. VI., but the 
following is a summary of them by Deaneries'. 

Total Berenne to 
Ho. Deumy. the Deaoer;. 



Crewkeme 


122 10 7 


Tftuntoa 


121 9 10 


DuDBter 


46 19 6 


Bridgewater 


m i 5i 


Paulet 


22 8 3 


Glastonbury 


10 17 2 


(Jurisdiction) 




Axbridge 


62 16 10 




53 4 0} 


Frome 


48 17 H 


Hchester 


72 8 6 


Cary 


86 11 11 


Marston 


62 17 6 


Bath 


9 14 4i 


City of Wells 


171 8 



Here i^euu it must be remarked that no account 
is taken of anything but rents or rent-charges, none 
for instance of profit from cattle which were often left 
for the support of obytes, anniversaries and so forth. 

Taking all income together we have a sum of 
something over eight thousand pounds a year to be 



t Taken ^m Oieen, Th« Bental. 
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dealt with. How that aad the plate, buildings and 
ornaments as well aa other miscellaneous property 
was distributed will form the subject of a later 
chapter. 

The important question which will occur to the 
reader as to the condition and usefulness of all these 
foundations will be answered indirectly rather than 
directly in this Essay. The letters which follow 
must be studied by any who would form an opinion. 
They are all quoted in full. Here a word or two 
must suffice. 

Athelney, Muchelney and Bath it will be seen 
were in temporary financial difficulties. But what 
of the other charges against the monasteries ? The 
visitors would make nothing out of Glastonbury as 
may be seen from letter X.' while we have only an 
unsupported statement as to Bath in the record of 
the whole county. On the other hand, no one can 
doubt &om the correspondence that Athelney, 
Glastonbury, Henton and Montacute were well 
ordered. The generally high tone of the district is 
evidenced by the capital that has to be made out 
of the petty superstition at Bruton. The examina- 
tion of the monk at Bruton is not without value as 
shewing the pressure brought to bear on the con- 
vents, the desire to find the heads involved in some 
irregularity, with the purpose of letting them off 
with the surrender of their bouses. 

A good deal of light too is thrown by the letters 
on the profits made by the visitors and their master, 

* No aooount of the Olastonbiir; tragedy will be fbnnd hen, it 
would merely mean repeating Qaaqnet n. o. ix. 
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but the evidence here ia even with Ap Bice'e letter in 
r^^rd to Legh, hopelessly incomplete. The profits 
were gathered openly and in secret over the whole 
kingdom. Money, jewels, petty oEEces, corrodies, 
leases at ' convenient rentals,' anything in fact with 
a value would do for the crew of adventurers who 
wandered over the country. The following from Mr 
Gairdner'e abstracts may be added as an instance of 
.Cromweirs part in the matter, though it must be 
confessed that it is a bad instance, and away from 
Somerset. 

LbQH to CaOMWELL. 

There is a priory of Byggyn in Fordham Norwioh 
diocese where is but the prior and an aged monk at 
deaths door. The Earl of Northumberland ia founder 
from whom Cromwell may easily obtain hin title and 
interest. It is a proper house baviug X30 a year in 
temporal lands besides a benefice of £\6 a year. Asks 
what shall be done'. 

As may be seen from letter IV. from Legh, the 
visitors if they served a common maater did not by 
any meaus agree. Legh himself afterwards got into 
trouble and was reproved by Cromwell. The letter 
of Ap Rice which is given does not be it remembered 
stand alone, it is however suflBciently suggestive of 
the disloyalty and scheming malice which were 
characteristics of Cromwell's creatures'. Some of the 

' Onirdtiei ti. 735; see also no. 478; Cott. MSS.; Cleop. E. 
IV. p. 127 ; and the partioulara for giants of each montli. 

' Ihia little history is set out in the Fie&ce to Oairdner's 
9th volume. 
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letters dwell upon a very disagreeable result of the 
visitatioD, the complete iacaxceration of the monkB 
and heads of houses in the monasteries', a politic 
provision bringii^ pressure upon the unfortunate 
prisonera and calculated to induce them to resign. 

The inferences to be drawn from the scanty 
evidence which remains have been disputed from the 
BeformatioQ until the present day. On the one 
hand we have Mr Thorold Rogers', who says that the 
mooasteries would deserve their fate if a part only 
of what was reported were true; with him Mr Froude; 
on the other Father Gasquet and the Catholic his- 
torians'. Without going so far as to maintain that 
things would not be so very bad even if all the Com- 
perta were accurate it must be confessed that this re- 
mark is perfectly true as for as Somerset is concerned. 
Of other counties the same few (very few) 'stale 
indeceocies' have been repeated in the sixteenth, 
seventeenth, eighteenth, and nineteenth centuries, 
few examining closely into the motives of either the 
visitors or their master; most treating the whole 
aa Fuller does, too much as a matter passed and 
unimportant, even as amusing. Still, as a great 
many moderate historians may be found to confess, as 
Fuller seems to confess, that the mode of suppression 
was abominable; that the conduct of the Government 
was inhuman, of the monks if the times be considered, 
at worst human. It must be admitted that every 
possible inducement existed to lead Legh and Layton 

> Dizon I. p. 878. 

' Six Centariei of Work and Waga, p. 88S. 

* LingMd and Dodd. 
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to blacken the cliaracter of the monka It must also 
be admitted that if what we read be a fiur sample of 
the rest of the houses in the county, on the vbole in 
Somerset they were singularly unsuccessful. 

Future chapters will shew to some extent what 
became of the monastic property, but its distribution 
does not suggest, any more than the rest of what is 
really known of Henry's character, any pecuhar 
regard for what was holy in the king himself Judge, 
jury, bar and witnesses were all by interest hostile, 
while the prisoner waa browbeaten and terrified. 
Is it any wonder then that in the first place the 
possessions were confiscated and squandered, or that 
in the second a justification was patched up, partly 
based upon the confessioas of the monks themselves? 

But in saying that the suppression was unjustly 
carried out no one will be understood to imply that 
in the end it may not have been for the benefit of 
the aatioa, and that although it were the cause of 
much temporary and local distress. 

Before adding the letters we must give a glance 
at the chantry priests who were pensioned off in the 
beginning of Edward VI. What character did they 
bear amongst their neighbours? In answering this 
question there is fortunately the best authority to 
stand by. The Commissioners who went their 
circuit in pursuance of the dissolving Act were not 
likely to err on the side of leniency, and in inspecting 
the property of the guilds, fraternities, &c. they 
frequently reported something as to the character of 
the officiating priests. On the whole the report is 
&vourable. Two absentee scholars and three 'gentle- 
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men', taken with one case of dishonesty at Frome- 
Selwood form the category of whatever is objection- 
able. As Mr Green' says, the usual report, "Of 
honest conversation but indifferently learned," has a 
good ring about it. Where no report at all is made 
it must be concluded that the incumbent's character 
was satis&ctory. Let it be remembered that there 
were at least 100 chantry priests in the county. 

The illustrations* which follow are selected from 
various parts of the county and are made fairly 
numerous as the authority for them is not very 



Ilmtnster. 

Thomos Battyn, clerke of the age of liiij years 
one of the incumbents is of verray honest conver- 
eacioru 

John Poole, cletke of thi^e of Hi yeres a man 
also of honest conversacion. 

Bobte Olyver clerke of thage of xl yeres of lyke 
conversacwn. 

DONYET. 

Matthewe White, Clerke, of the age of Ixi yeres 
of honest conversacion althouge of smalle lemynge 
incumbent ther. 



William Callowe, clerke of Hiage of Ivii yeres 
bachiler of Arte incumbent ther. 

1 QieeQ, Somerset Chantriet, Intiod. 

> lb. 

* Mo oop7 in the Briluh Museum. 
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WlLUNOTON. 
Jolm Spicer clerke of thage of xxxii yeres a 
man of honest conversacroo, well learned, iucam- 
bent ther. 

Mylverton. 

Elia Salter clerke of tliage of iiij yeres' in- 
cumbent ther a man of honest conversation verray 
impotent. 

The free chapel of Blackfobde. 

John Clerke gentilman incumbent ther. 
Marke. 

George Kendall clerke incumbent ther. 

The parsonage ther is in the lorde Protector's 
graces handes Ther is one priest founde of the 
Devocion of the people beaydea the foresayde ser- 
uice and besydes the curate of the same paryshe. 

OVEBWERB. 

John More clerke incubent ther. 
The chapell is utterly decayed. 

PORTBUET. 
Wm Powell a scoler in Oxforde incumbent ther. 

Yatton Feee Chapell of Olabeham. 
Simon Porter, a scoler of the age of xviij yeres 
incumbent there. 

Uartocee. 
Stevyn Merse clerke incumbent ther. 
The salary of the saide incumbent hatbe ben 
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alwayee viij markea by the yere untill the Duke of 
SufFolke that dede ys, ahout vij yerea now paat, and 
ever sythe, hathe wSlrawen the said salarie saving 
the foreaaide Botame of xla. 

The chapell whenn the saide incumbent was 
wont to celebrate callyd o' ladyea chapell Bcituate 
nere unto the mansion place of the saide manor 
was plucked downe and solde by the saide Duke 
vii yeres past. 

Thenhabitauntes ther did of olde tyme gyve to 
the lorde of the saide manor certayne bnshells of 
wheat callyd Churche yerde wheate towardes the 
finding of the saide priest whiche wheate is paid at 
this day but the salarie withdrawen as before. 

DOULTTNO. 
Thomas Horte al, Tetton of thage of Ixvi yeres 
an impotent and lame man incumbent there. 

Teutll. 
Henry Lyrbecke clerke of the age of 1 yeres 
incumbent ther of honest conversation and a good 
S3'ngynge man. 

Pttnet. 
Laurence Orcharde clerke incumbent ther who 
receyveth the whole proffectes of the same as his 
parsonage Partakers of the Lordes Holy Sooper 
ther xxx pffrsoaea. The chapell is utterly decayde 
and fallen downe long ago and the saide inbabitauntes 
resorte alwayes to the paryshe church of Yevill afore- 
saide for dyvine service and other mynistracion to 
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be had for the wch the foresaide incumbent alwayes 
from tyme to tyme compoundetli and agreytb w* tiie 
vicar or curat of Yevill for the tyme being. 



The above give a veiy favourable view of the 
chantry priests. There was no suspicion of im- 
morality breathed against them, though the fact 
of their having a sufficient income, usually about 
five or six pounds, and but little in many places 
to do, and further their living in the s^ht of 
all men, exposed them to all the gossip of a little 
country village. Surely none were more Kkely to be 
ill reported of if occasion arose. That the report 
then is as clear as it is from scandal is no bad 
testimonial to their worth. 

The letters which follow are all that could be 
found after a careful search through the fifty-two 
volumes of the Cromwell correspondence in the 
Record OfBce, and through other collections as in- 
dicated. All that is to say concerning Somerset 
and the subject of this volume. As many have not 
been printed before and few in fiill, they are all 
given at length and as tar as I was able, as they 
stand. The miscellaneous papers as yet uncalendared 
for 153S and 1539 were ^so gone through, though 
as to the former year without result. Mr Gairdner 
very kindly searched for letters in the names of 
Legh, Layton, and Tregonwell in his index to the 
forthcoming volume of Letters and Papers for 1537, 
but also without result. It may be of local interest to 
state that in voL 46 of the Cromwell Correspondence 
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there are some letters from the Dean and Chapter of 
Wells ; but they would be out of place here. 

Time was wanting to make more than the 
roughest attempt at arrangement in order of date. 
Probably if more had been done in this way it 
would have been uDsatisfactory, as the minutest 
knowledge of the period ia required for such an 
undertaking. Even Canon Dixon's scheme of the 
visitation is not complete*. He points out indeed 
that at one time there were five different visitations 
proceeding at the same time. 

No. L 

The Abbot of Athelnet to Cromwell. 

Eonorabell and my synguler good master my 
deuty consyderyd I lowly naue me commendyd vnto 
youre good masterschepe desyring, yow to be good 
master vnto me and to my poore howse cojiscm- 
yng the payment«g of cure dett«ff that I may be 
out of trobell and sutte of the lawe and I am co»- 
tentyd to leue as pourely as any man sbaldoo of my 
degre to the yntente that euery mat may be the 
soner payd. worschypfull master deuyse sora menys 
that thys my pettysyone may take effecte & I am 
contentyd to abyde youre order yn thys behalffe. 
I truste to order me and my howse after suche a 
Btrayte facyon that I schal make payment of a 
hundret poundea euery yere, I baue send youre 
masterachepe a booke of the dettea & yerely fyes 

1 And Wrisbt'B attempt (Three Chapten of Letwt rtlaUng to 
the Suppreuum of Moniutmei, CamdsQ Society's PablioBtioas, 
1843) h&B been eritioiBed bf the same aothoritj; aee Dixon Hut, 
of the Ch. of England, i. p. 339. 
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that my poure howse ys chai^d w* whyohe ya very 
moche. I hartly desyre yow to take the payues to 
ouersee hyt & to prouyde aon* remedye, and ye 
schal have oure dayly prayers aa knowythe god 
who euer have yow yn hys blessyd tuytone & send 
yow long lyffe wrytyne at Athelney the tenthe daye 
of Abryle 

By youre poure bedysman 

Robert Abbot of Athelney' 

yff y cowlde have a trynd that wolde lene me iiij or 
V hundret pouodes w'out ony propbete or lucoure 
I wolde gladly bynde me & my howse for the re- 
payment of a hundret poundes yerely vntyll the 
full Bume be payde asstrongly as yt may be deuysyd 
by tbe lawe. y£f I hade mony to make payment I 
Bchulde haue moche mony remyttyd to paye the 
reste out of haude. 

Thys be owre that folowyetha 
Tn to the kynggeg grace a hundret markes 
Tn to iny lords of Olaatonebury iiij schore and tenne 

poundes 
Tn to the Abbot of Bonxwell iiij schore poundes 

Vn to master Soper of tantone il" 

Tn to master phy I ypR of poule xxadj" 

Tn to the vyoare of more ii" 

Tn to master Newport of brygewatter xxvjj" 

Tn to John browne of Tfcombe xx" 

Tn to Sir phylype Jordyne pryste xiiij" 

Tn to thomoB mord of north currye xlviij" xvj' x* 

' MSS. HarL 604. (Nome in Harley Catalogue, Bob. Hamlj^) 
Date, April 10, 1536. In the lilt ot obligations to the king in 
bonds, 3 Feb., 1635, the Abbots of Athelney and Machelney 
appear as owing £33. 6i. 6d. and £133. 6i, 6d. leepeotiTely. 
G. Tin, 16B. 
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Vn to Sir lycherde varre knythe Ix" 

Vn to John curie xxvij" 

Tn to one thnreton mede yj" xiij' iiij* 

"Vn to the chnrcKe of ylton yj" xiij* iiij* 

To to Sir John'Mftior prjate vj" xiij" iiij* 

Tn to the chnrcbe of cnny ix" and ode mony 

Vn to the churche of thurloxton t" 

Vn to John chapel of glaatonbiKy x" 

Vn to master anstrayge of biystow-.-Tiij" and ode mony 

Vn to waiter yougge xyj" 

Vn to wylliom ptyeae yj" 

Vn to John cbeke viij" 

Vn to Nychofna browne of tantone xlij' 

Vn to Ric' Mychyll v" xiij* iiUj* 

Vn to Robert Kene xl' 

Vn to Jone Payne xxiij' iiij' 

Vn tooneTuery vij" 

Vn to bamerde of tanton xl^j' riij* 

Vn to one moddyslye xxij' 

Vn to John goldysmythe of tanton 1' 

Vn to Rogere bele xvij" viij'' 

Vn to William collynggB xviij' 

Vn to maat' smythe of brystow xxvij" vj" j* 

Vn to the prior of tantone s" 

Vn to the prior of Saynt Johnes of brygewatt' v" 

Vn to Wylliom harte xxvj' viij* 

Vn to John Peraone viij" and ode mony 

Vn to William gredy vj" 

Vn to thomas alyn iij" xiij' iiij* 

Vn to master gytson of london vj" xiij' iiij* 

Vn to sergent thometon ya exBecotours vij" 

Vn to one normam xxxiij* 

Vn to Williom Brygge iij" 

Vn tooure vycare (rf wellys v" yj* viij* 
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Vn toone Vsman xt" 

Vn toanow of lunport iij" 

Vn to Wylliaia pott' xx* 

Vn to John porsone of BOttone .......; zt* 

Vn to Mastres Porter of Somm-tone xx" 

Vn to a furrer of tantcoie .,...■...' xxvj' viij* 

Vn to a sadelerof tantone , liij" 

Vn to thomos boves xix" 

Thes sumjB folow7ng,'";^~ttiy-dettM that I borowyd 
at my fynte comyng to athelney to paye my ordynaiy 
charges w' all. 

of my lorde of taujBtoke xl" 

of Ric. mayow of tavystoke 1" 

of Sir William coortenay xx" 

of mr semyngton of tavystoke xiij" vj* viij* 

of John wylliams of tavystoke v" 

8m* totalis viij hnndret iij Bchore and nene pounds 
xij schyllynggs vij pens. 

thys folowyng, be the fyes and pemtyons thatt oure 
howse ys yerely chargyd w'all. 

Vn to my lord dawbeny chefie steward xl' 

Vn to my lord fyzwarryng, xl' 

Vn to master secretary liij' iiij* 

Vn to mr thomos olarke xl" 

Vn to Sir John horsey xl' 

Vn to mr phylyppoB of poule xivj' vi^'' 

Vn to mr sop«r of tanton, audyter xl* 

Vn to mr cuffe under etewarde xl' 

Vn to John chapell of glastonbury xl" 

Vn to catecote for the kynges corrody 1' 

al thoa ar grontyd by couent scele before rehersyd. 

Vn to Sir John wadhom knygtbe xz* 

Vn to the schereue xl* 
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Vn to the exoheter xvj' 

Tn to mrporteman xxvj" viij'' 

Vn to mr penny att'nay juij'iiij'' 

Vn to oure viciM* of wellya liij' iiij'' 

Vn to the vie' of longe suttoue xtj* yn mony 

Vn to the vie' of lenge yn mony by the yere...3ixxiij' iiij'' 

Vn to ambrose a syngngman hathe by couent seale 
yerely Iiij' iiy* beyng' at lyberte from the howse and 
chai^d w' no servyse, 

am xxxiiij" ij' ' 
[Endorsed] 

X* day of Aprile Lres from 
thabbot of Athelney. 



BiCHAnD Layton to Cromwell. 

hit may please yo"' goodoes to vaderatande that 
we haue visit' bathe wheras we fownde the prior 
a ryght vertuose man and I suppos no better of 
bis cote a man simple and not of the gretesteste 
wite, his monkes worse then I haue any fownde yet 
both in bugerie and adulterie sum one of them haue- 
yng X women sum viii"" and the reste so fewer, the 
bowse well repared but foure bundreth pownde« in 
dett. At farley sell to lewys the p'or hade but viij 
horrs and the reste of the monkes sum luj uj ij as they 
myght gett them, their willes was goode, the trewthe 
is a vara stewys and muche bugerie both ther and 
at lewys and specially ther the supp'or as apperith 

' ThiB letter Is printed, with some erroTB, in Dugdftle's Afontu- 
tieon, II. 400. 

A. E. 3 
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by the confession of a faire young monke a preste late 
sent frome lewya I haue matter BufScient here 
fownde (as I suppos) to bryng the p'or of lewya into 
gret daingier (si vera Bint que nairant') by this 
bringer my s«7iiai)t I eende yowe vincula eancti petri 
wiche women of this countrey uside always to aende 
for in tempore partus to put abowte them to haue 
therby abort deliuraunce and w%ute perile a gret 
relike here cowntede bycause the patrone of the 
churche is of saynt peter, juge ye what ye liste but I 
suppos the thyng to be a vara mokerie and a gret 
abuse that the p'or one liamntes day ahulde carie the 
same cbaine in a basyn of siluer in procession and 
enere monke to kysse the same, post euangelium wt 
gret Bolemintie and reverens baueyng therefor no 
maner thyng to ahowe howe they came fyrste vnto 
bit, netber baueyng therof no writyng. ye shall also 
receve a gret komee callid mare m^dfu.eneB kome. 
saint dorotbes komee, sainte margarettes kome the 
leste, tbey cannot tell howe they came by theni 
netber hath any thyng to shewe in writyng y* tbey 
be relykes, whether ye wyll sende tbem agayne or 
not I haue referide y* to yo' jugmejit and to the 
kynges pleasure, this day we depart from bath towardes 
kensam wheras we shall make an ynde by tewsday 
at night, whether hit shalbe yo' pleasure y' we 
shall repaire vnto yowe on wedynsday erly or y' 
we shall retome towardea maiden bradley win ij 
mylles wherof is a chartar-howae callede wittame 
and brutone abbey vij mtlies from y' & glassenberie 
other VIJ myllf, what yo' pleasure shialbe in the 
premissis hit may please yowe to assartaine ve 
by this berer my seruant. the prior of bathe hath 
sent vnto yowe for a tokyn a. leisae of yrisshe Laners' 
brede in a selle in a selle of bis in yrelonde no 
hardier hawke« cane be as he saitb thus I pray gode 

1 See Warner, HUU of Bath, p. 117, and App. no. it. 
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to seiide rou as well to fare as yo^ hert deseru^ from 
bathe this monday by yo' aasuride poire p'ste and 
Mruant 

Ye shall receve a bowke of o' l&des miracles well 
able to mache the canterberie tulW. such a bowke 
of dremes as ye neucr sawe wich I fownde in the 
libraria 

RiCHARDE LATTON'. 

if ye tarry w' the kyngea grace vuj dais we shall 
dispache all the howses afore recietede. 

[Endorsements.] CaUmo Velocissimo. 
Richard La3rtoii shewinge To the ryght wurshipfiUI 

the wyckednes of the master Thomas Crom- 

Prior of Lewes and his welle cheffe secretarie 

Covent and of the to the kynges hyghnee. 

monkeaofBatheandof his singidier goode 

folicbe Reliques. master. 



Leoh to Cromwell. 

After dewe commendations, please it yo' maister- 
shipp to be aduertised that when according to the 
kiages graces pleasure and yo' mynde I visiting cer- 
tayn monasteries gave iniunction and commaundment 
that not only the conucTit but the Abbot Prior or bed 
shuld not go furth of the precint of their howse 
without speciall licence of the kinges hieghnes or 
of yo' maistershipp, maister Docto' Layton hath not 
lykewise donne the same, but lefTt that to be orderid 
at the discretion and iibertie of the saide heddes for 

^ R 0. OromtPtll Coirapondmee, zi. Abstracted in Qaiidner, 
IS. 12 ; 7 Aug. 1S35, the date. 
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they and their chaplayns wherevppon euche as I have 
viaited think that I am to rigorose to bjnide theym 
harder then other men be. wherein I did nothing 
but vppon the kinges pleasure and yo'a, well con- 
sidering that inasmuch as both the heddes and 
members haue professid one religion, that they 
shuide be lyke m strayghtnes orderid. doyng this 
also because they m^ht the more knowe the kinges 
supreme eccUasticall power in seking to his grace or 
yo' maistershipp for relieff herein. Therefore oecause 
it is very necessary that a conformitie be amonges vs 
yo' ministers, it may please yo' maistershipp other to 
send to Docto' Laj'ton that he geve not only where 
he shall go but also where he hath been lyke iniunc- 
tion, or to me that I may release suych as be 
bounden by the said commaundment, Abo inasmuche 
as in ower procedingea in this hys busynes, it is 
very necessary & conuenient that all thinges be donwc 
sut^tantially, it is mete that no man shewe hym 
self to be the kinges eommissionar or yo's, without a 
special! commission in writing, and that these matters 
be not rasshely donne. for the olde saying is, sat cito 
si sat bene, for Mr Layton visited here at braton 
shewing no commission, and spedely finished his 
busynes as yo'' maistershipp may perceyve at his 
commyng to you if ye call for the compertes and 
professions taien by hym, Aduertising also yo'^ 
.maistershipp that where I had bruton in my commis- 
sion, at my comyng thither the abbot littel regarding 
the authoritie committed to me, with sharpe and 
qiiyk aunsweris said that if I wold of newe visite 
they, it shuld be but a very undoyng of all Abbote« 
and monasteries, and otherwyse shewid hym self 
very haulte and obstinate. Whereuppon I wold desire 
yo' maistership ether to loke yo''self, or else to suffer 
me to execute my commission towardes hym, as I 
may answer vppon my peril]. 

flfrom Bruton xxuy daie of August. 
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Also mr Docto' Layton hath not disuestied auych 
as be vnder the age of xxinj yeres from their religioD. 
y™ Eu' assureyt 
Thomas Leqh'. 
[Endorsed] 

To the Eight honorable maister Thomas Crum- 
well secretary to the kinges grace his hieghnes, this 
be delivered. 

Tho Leigh ccrtefying what order he hath taken 
in executing his comission. 



The Abbot of Glaston to Cromwell. 

Right wurahipfull in my hartiest wise I recom- 
mend me snto you And so thanke you for all good- 
nes herebefore towardes me, and this monastery right 
hartely pmyng you so contynue hereafter And bothe 
I and all my brethren shall contynually pray vnto 
Almyghtye god for youre Dayly preseiuacon Also 
thia shalbe to aduertiae you that I haue recevid youre 
right loving lettres of this bringer by whom I haue 
according to youre pleasure in the same, send vnto 
you the Advocacon of the parisshe church e of 
Monketon whiche of trewthe is the fSrste that hathe 
been graunted oute of this monastery as farre as I can 
fifynde knowleage, I wulde it were a thing of suche 
valo' as myght do you singler pleasure, but as it is 
ye haue it with all my harte, And any thing that I 
haue or may do you pleasure with at any tyme it 
shalbe alwayes redy at youre will and comniaundeme* 
to the best of my power as knoweth Almyghty god 

' B. 0. Letten and Paperi, Hen. VIII., Vol. :i. 167. Date, 
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who Alwayes haue you in his blessid tuicion with 
bono'. At glaatonbury the xxvi**' daye of August 
Your faithful! Bedbman 
RiC Abbott ther'. 
[Endorsed] 

The abbot of Glastonbury. 
[Addressed] 
To the right wurshipfiill 
Master Cromwell 
Secretary vnto the 
Kvngea nighuess be 
This deliuerede. 



Layton to Cromwell. 

Pleaait yo' laastershipe to vndetstonde that 
yestemyght Late we came from glassynburie to bris- 
towe to saint Austins wherat we begyn this 
mornyng intendyng this day to diBpacbe bothe this 
bowse here beyng but xmj chanons. and also the 
gawntes wherat be iiij or v by this bringar my 
aemant I sende yowe relyqwis fyrste two flowres 
wrappede in white and blake sarcenet that one 
Chnstynmas evyn hora ipsa qua Christ" nat" fuerat 
will spring and burgen and bere blossoms, qd esper- 
tum este saith the prior off maden bradeley ye shall 
also receve a bage of reliquis wherin ye shall se 
atraingeis thynges as shall appere by the scripture. 
as godes cote oure lades smoke part of godes supper in 
cena domini. pars petre super qua natus erat Jesus in 
bethelem, belyke theris in bethelem plentie of stones 
& sum qwarrie & makith ther maingierres off stone the 

1 B. 0. Letters and Papers, Rm. VUl., w. 188. Date, 1535. 
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scripture of eaere thyng shall declare yowe all and all 
thea of Maden bradeley wherat is an holy father 
prior and hath but vj children and but one aowghter 
mariede yet of the goodes of the monasterie, trystyng 
shortly to mary the reste. bis sonnes be talemen wait- 
tyng upon hym, & he thanke« gode a neuer medelet w' 
marytt women, but all w' Madens the faireste cowlde 
be gottyn and always marede them ryght well, the 
pope coTisideryng his fragilitie gave hym licens to kepe 
an bore and hath goode writyng sub plumbo to dis- 
charge hia conscience and to cboys m' vnderhyll tobe 
his gostely lather & he to gyve hym plenam remis- 
sionem & I sende yowe also oure Lades gyrdell of bru- 
ton rede siJke wiphe is a solemne reliqui sent to women 
travelyng wiche shall not miscarie in partu, I sende 
yowe also Mare mi^dalena girdell and y' is wrappyde 
Se coueride w' white, sent also w' gret reverence to 
women traveling, wiche girdell Matilda thempresse 
fownder of ferley gave unto them as saith the holy 
father of ferley. I haue Crosses of siluer and golde 
sum wiche I sende yow not now bycause I haue mo 
y' sbalbe deliuerd me this nyght by the p'or of Maden 
bradley hym self to morowe erly in the mornyng I 
shall bring yow the reste, whan I haue reoevide all 
& percbaunce I shall fynde aumthyng here incasae 
ye depart this day hit may please yowe to sende me 
worde by this brings- my seruant wiche way I shall 
repaire affter yowe, Wittham the chartarhowae hath 
professide and done altbyng«s accordyng as I shall 
declare yow at Large to morowe erly at bruton and 
glassenburie ther is nothyng notable the brethrin be 
so atraite keppide y' they cannot ofiende but faine 
they wolde if they myght aa they cowfeaae & so the 
favte is not in them, frome Sainte Austins w'oute 
bristowe this saint bartilmews day at uij of the cloke 
in the mornyng by the spedy hande of yo' moste 
assurede poir preste 

Rycharde Layton'. 
' HSS. Cotton, Cleop. E. it. -, 24tb August, 1635 h the date. 
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Abbot of Glaston to Cromwell. 

Bight wuTBhipfull in right bartye wiae I recom- 
mend me to you, And this adu^rtiae you, According 
vnto the pleasure & comaode' of the kinges highnes 
bv hi8 raoate graciouse letters and yours therew' 
directid vnto me I haue here aeod vnto you the 
graunte of the Coirodye vnder Covent eeall whiche 
Sir Thomas More lately had oate of this monastery 
after suche coiirese and fTo'me as alnayea heretotbre 
bath ben used in this Monastery trustyng ye wulbe 
content and pleasid therew', wuld god it were, for 
youre pleasure, a farre bett' thing, Master Cromwell 
I baue also here send you by this bringer tharren^es 
of Sir Thome More fifyve poundes whiche were due to 
be paied at myghelmas last paste, and other dyve 
poundes due to be payed at mighelmas next comyng, 
whiche laste fyve poundea shall stond in youre 
pleasure where be shall haue it that shall enjoye 
this new graunte or not it hath been herebifore 
alwayes vsed to be paied at mygbelmaa as knowetb 
cure lord who haue you alwayes in bis blessid tuicion. 
At Glastonbury the ix"" daye of Septembre 

Youre eaer to my power 
with my prayers 

Ric Abbott Glaston'. 
[Endorsed] 

The Abbott of Glastonbury. 
[and] 
To the right wurshipfull 
Master Crumwell Esquyer 
principall Secretary vnto 
the kinged btghnes be 
this deliuered. 

' B. 0. Lettert and Paptri, Hen. VIII., Vol. n. S18. Date, 
16B6. (The word foUowing AbboH is illegible.) 
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Visitation op Bruton. 
Acta in domo Capt'fulari Monoateni de Brueton 

ordiwia sancti Augustini Bathonis et Wellensis 
diocesia xxiij" Septewibris' ano Dni 1535. 
Quo die comparentibu^ abbate et conuentu Aicti 
Taonasterii in dicto domo Capiiitlari praeaent&tds que 
litens regiis commissiotialibM* veDerabili viro magistro 
Thome Legh Comniissario in eisdem noroinato tUMC 
ibMfem praesenti et pu" tunc ibidem per me loannem 
Bliesen Notarium pu™" Regestorem '^c plectf. 
Prefatus momstei' Thomas Legh Commissariua onus 
executionie A.icio,rwm \itteiarwm commiasionalium ob 
summum honorem regie Maiestatis committenfis et 
reuerenotam surr<^ntiB in se assumpsit et decreuit 
procedendam fore iuxta vim formam et eSectuva 
e&nindem. 

Deinde abbas died' monosfem comparuit et alle- 
gauit tuKc ibidem moua^terium predictwm alios nuper 
visitatuwi fuisse regia aucitwifote per magistrura Ri- 
cardum Layton legum doctorem et dicte regie M"", nt 
asserebat, Contmissarium. Et tunc pre&tus magiater 
Thorns Legh volens curam et prouinciam sibi in Hieris 
commission alibws prelibatis co?n,mi3sam, et creditawt 
iuxta expectactonem et spem regie Maiestatis sibi 
committentis diligereter exequi atqwecurareut masime 
ad Dei laudem regieque M"* honorem et diuim cultus 
vereqwe religionis augmemtum spectaxe videbit' monuit 
prefatum abbatem quod exhibeat seu exhiberi faciat 
coram eo omnia et singula comperta in dicia visitacione 
prefien&& habita in forma autentica et c&veam rnd'on- 
abilem in debita iuris forma preponat quare diciwm 
monasteriivm per eundem Commisaarium dicia regia 
aucte visitari von debeat citra tercium diem mensis 
Septembrie pro ex future vel in eo ubicujwque infra 
hoc regnum Anglie tunc fuerit. 

> Mistake foi Augaat ; see Ooiidiier, Vol. ii. No. 1S9. 
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Preterea dtchis abbas interrogatus jier eundem 
domiuum Oommissarium an fuerit extra septa huius 
monasterii citra tmtvpiia visitacionw preallegate, res- 
pondit qwod sic de connsensu died magistn Layton, 
qui obseruactonem iniunctionum factorum commisit 
diacretoni dwri abbads in ea parte ut dicebat quoad 
pleuius de regio constiterit beDeficio in ea parte. 

Deinde prefatus ThoL&s Legb Commiasarius aucte 
sibi coromissa monuit prelibatum abba^em quatenus 
septis buius taouasterii nuUatenua esiret sine dicfe 
regie m'*' aut magistn Thome Crumwell eius visitoria 
generalis speciali licencia primitus petita et obtenta.' 
[Endorsed] The Abbot of Bruton coinmaunded by 
the vysyto" not to goe out of his bowse w^'out 
Licence. 

VIII. 
The Prior of Bath to Cromwell. 

After my dutie w' all humillitie done I hartlie 
desire yo' honorable mystership that yt will please 
youe of yo' goodenesse and in contemplacton of the 
urgent & dayelye occuirewt necessitees & causes of my 
houae to graunte vnto me and my . celerar of my 
house a lycens for this iniunction quod nullus hui' 
eenobii monachus siue cowfrat' aeptis hui' ceaobii 
quouismodo egrediat' whiche I doe not deaire (gode 
ys my iuge) for myne owne pleasure or commoditie. 
And ffardre where as yt is enioyned that noe woman 
shall come wSn the aepte or precincts of my menus- 
terye. where as the kynge ya commiaaion (A woman 
being the parttie playntiffe) ys now directe vnto me. 
I hartlie deaire yo"' honorable maiatershipp to knowe 
by yo' Ires or othre inainuaci'on. whetbre I may (the 
seyde iniujictyon saued) sit yn auche commyasions, or 
speke win the aepte of my monasatye w' wydowe or 

1 B. 0. Utttr$ and papen, Htnry YIU. VoL a. No. 159. 



DiailizodbvGoOgle 



AND THEIR SUPPRESSION. 43 

othre woman my tennttes making sut vnto me for there 
tenenttres and causis, whicbe elle^ shutde be a greate 
incommodytie to my house. I haue send yo^ maiater- 
shipp here yn an olde Boke Opera Anselmi whiche 
one willtam tildysleye After ecrutinye made here in 
my libarye. willed me to aend vnto youe by the kynge 
ys grace and comawndnmeot, And thus oure lorde 
gode of hia Aboundaunt mercye longe yreeeme yo' 
maistership yn proaperitie. tfrom Bathe the xxiiij** 
daye of septembre 

Yo'' Daylie Bedisman 

Willm' pKoure of the 
Cathedrall churche there. 
[Endorsed] 

The Priour of Bathe 
Addressed to Cromwell. 



Sir John Fitz James to Cromwell. 
My singwler gode master after moste humble 
recommendacon w' like thankes for yo' great payne 
of late taken w' me to my great comforte thia ahalbe 
to adu'tyse yo' said gode masterschipp that I haue 
spoken w' my lord Abbot of Glaaton^wry concemjmge 
Buche Iniunccons as weer yeven hym and hia covent 
by yo' deputie at the last visitacon there whereof 
there be foure Articles in thia papar hereyn closed 
and as to too the first Articles extendyth generally 
to euCTy moncke yn the howse but to suche as he 
excepted in the seccound Article to info'me yo'' 
Masterschipp of the trothe ther be certen officers 
brodirs of the howse whiche haue allway he at- 
tendaunt Apon the Abbot aa his Chapleyn Steward 
Celerer and on or too officers moo if they schuld be 
' E. 0. Letten and papers, Henry VIIL, k. 426. Date, 15S5. 
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bounde to tbe firste too articles it schuld mucbe 
disapojnt the order of the bowse wbicbe bathe loDge 
ben full honorable. Wherefore if it may pleas yo' 
said gode Masterschipp to licence the Abbot to 
dispence w' thoo too firste Articles yn my mynde ye 
scball doo a verie gode dede and I dare be suertie be 
■will dispence w' none but w* suche as schalbe 
uecessarie, and to the thirde Article they haue vsed 
all way is make tber leesses by on of the Religious 
and Cecular men Appoynted to hym. whicbe leesses 
baue commonly be made at a Courte and letten by 
copie of the Courte Roll and tbe Covent Eeuermade 
previe to the leese and if they schuld make no leese 
but by assent of tbe more parte of the Covent it schuld 
be verie tedyous bothe to them and to ther tennonttea, 
Wherfore if it may pleas yo' gode Maatorschipp to 
discharge that thirde ajticle the abbot weer muche 
bounde to yo' gode masterschipp. And to the uij*'' 
article peraventure there be sume of his hrodira wuld 
be gladd to be abrode and to make vntrew surmyse 
so the Abbot may paye for ther costes. Wherfore if 
it may pleas yow to ordre that clawse to be spared to 
tyme the Abbot may wayte on yo' gode master- 
schipp the next terme or elles to make it if tbe 
complaynunt prove his complaynt to he trew than to 
haue his costes or elles not the Abbot weer muche 
bounde to yowe. Other articles ther be whicbe they 
thinke verie strayt how be it they will sue to yo' 
gode masterschipp ffor that at more leysor and yn 
the meane tyme I dowte not they will keep as gode 
Religyon as any howse of that order w'yn this 
Bealme as knowith god who long presue yo' saide 

fode masterschipp at RedHche the ij*' day of Septem- 
re yo'' humble daylie orato' as he is most bowndew. 
John pfit James'. 

' MSS. Cotton, Cleop. E. it. It has been aaggeBied that the 
4 artidSB appended have been added later. Tbe Date is 2 September 
1GS9. 
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The articles referred to (on a separate sheet). 

Item quod onmea et singuli confratree siui eom- 
moDachi huius monasterii simul in loco appelate the 
myaericorde diebus quibus vescunf camibua vel in 
refectorio diebus aliis ad suas refecctiones discumbant. 

Item quod omnes confratres buius domus exceptis 
Abbate egrotis et hiis qui iubeleum peregerint 
cubent una in dormitorio singuli per se in lectis 
distinctis. 

Item t\uod Abbas huius domus Dullam diuastacio- 
Tiem faciei siluarium ■pertirtentium ad hoc monaste- 
rium neqwe firmaa aut reuemowes temere aut incon- 
sulte locabit, sine consensu maioris partis conventus. 

Item c[uod si aliquis siue Abbas siue confrater 
huius domus iniu?!ctiones predrctas aut earum aliquam 
violaverit quilibet eorum id quad primum dicte regie 
maiestati aut cui viaitatori generali cuicumqwe vel suo 
surrc^ato denuriciari procuret Abbas quod pecunias 
et alia itineris necessaria deuuTiciatori suppeditet et 
subministret. 



John Ap Bice to Cromwell. 

Afber my due and right humble commeudacions 
Please it yt/ m'ship to be aduertiaed that I haue 
this daie receued yo' Lettres by the which I doo ap- 

Eerceaue that ye are not content with me for that I 
ave Dot reuealed vnto you M"' Docto' Legbes 
demeano' procedingea & maner of going. S' allthough 
I were diners tymes mynded to be in hande with 
yo^ m'ship for certain abuses & excesses which I saw 
in the same, as I thought it my duetie. yet diuers 
causes did diacorage and retracts me from bo doing. 
ffiiBte I sawe howe litle the complayutes of other as of 
thabbot of Brueton where he vsed hymself, me 
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thought, vei'y insolentlie did succede at yo' h&uiea 
and thinking that his demeaoo' at Bradstok Stanley 
and Edington where he made no lesee ruffieling with 
the heddes than he did at Brueton shulde of all 
lykelyhood come likewise to yo" kaowlege and yet 
sawe nothiug said vote hym therfor. And also that 
auppcayng that you considering howe he was one 
of theym that depraued me heretofore with yo'' 
m'ship. for no iuste cause but for displeasure which 
he have towardes me for certain causes which I woll 
declare vnto you at more leysure. Wolde haue 
thought all my reaporte by hym to procede of malice. 
And therfor because I wolde that the matier shulde 
haue come to yo'' eares rather of other men than of 
me. I spake of certain his abuses to diners of my 
companions nyghe about you, and called diuers of my 
ffellowes yo' eervanntea at London to come with me 
and see all his procedinges gesture and maner of going 
then at 'Westminster and at PowUes. And myself 
being hyndered with you not long agoo was afirajed 
to attempt suche an enterprise with you not being 
comaunded by you afore so to do | leste he with his 
bolde excuse wherein he is I adaure you very redy, 
wolde haue ouercome me being but of small audactie 
specially in accusations wherunto I am nothing pro- 
pense of nature though the matier were never so trewe. 
I can perceaue by some that ye woll truste that I 
wolde haue shewed you his demean' but for that I 
was afrayed that ye wolde haue taken it to precede 
of malice. I loked allways whan ye shulde haue 
comaunded me to shewe you that, for many tymes 
it happeneth that a man intending but well hath in- 
curreii displeasure by doing his duetie. Also I am 
fearefulL I am not eloquent in accusations as some 
men be but nowe that ye comaunde me I dare boldely 
declare vnto you that I thinke to be amysse in the 
said m' Docf and what I require in hym. 

ffirste. in his going he is too insolent & pom- 
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palique which because he went so at London in the 
face of all the worlde I thought ye had kuowen. 
and afore yo' owne fface many tymes. Than he 
handleth the Siathers where he cometb very roughely 
and many tymes for small causes as thabbotes of 
Briieton, & Stanley, & m'' of Edington for not meting 
of hym at the doore where they nad no warnyng of 
his comyng. Also I require more modostie, grauitie 
and affabilitie which wolde purchase hym more 
reuerence than his owne setting foortb and satrapike 
countenance. 

The man is yong and of intolerable elation of 
mynd. 

As concemying his taking I think it excessive in 
many thinges. 

first for the election of the Po'' of Coventrie he 
toke xv** for the election lately at Bevall,the charter- 
house xx'* beside his costes vj". at Vale royall xv" 
beside his costes vj" and his rewarde vnknowen to 
me. And at Tarrent for the election there xx" 
beside his costes iiij" And because I knewe there by 
one (Bssher that was soilicito' in that matier that yo"' 
pleasure was he shulde haue no lesse for Tarreut I 
thought he toke the other but according to yo' 
pleasure. And surely he asketh no lesse &r eueiy 
election than xx" as of dutie. whch in myne opinion 
is to moche and aboue any dutie that euer was 
taken by any directo' heretofor. 

Also in his visitacions he refuseth many tymes 
his rewarde though it be competent, for that they 
offer hym so litle. and maketh theym to sende 
after hym such rewardes as maye pleas hym. for 
surely, religious men were never so affrayed of Docto* 
Allenn as they be of hym he useth suche rowgh 
fasshion with tneym. 

Also he hath xij men wayting on hym in a 
ey beside his owne brother which muste be 
rded specially beside his other seruantea and that 
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I thinke to grete a ti'ayoe to come to small houses 
withall. 

How moche be toke at euery house I am not 
prcvey but of fewe. And as for any licenaea that he 
gaue since he came foorth Laate, he gaue none but 
to thabbot of wobo'ne. vntill be might come to you 
and obteigne of you a license to goo abrode. 

And in some thinges I suppose that he foloweth 
not yo' inatructiona As where I toke it that ye wolde 
haue all those both men & women that were sxij 
yere olde & between that & xxiiij they sbulde choyse 
whether they woU tarrye or goo abrode. Aad he 
settea but rel^iouse men onlye at that libertie. 

Also he setteth a clause in his Iniuntions, that 
all they that wotl of what age so euer they be may© 
goo abrode, which I harde not of yo' instructions. 

Of his doing hereafter and of all other thinges- 
that I shall reken worthie thaduertisement I shall 
adcertayne your m''8hip of as I shall see cause, nowe 
that ye com?7iaunde me so to doo. And as for myue 
owne dealing and behavio' I truste ye shall here no- 
iuste cause of coomplainte ageinst me, one thing hum- 
blie desiring yo' m'ship that ye geve no Light cre- 
dence till the matier be proued and my defense harde. 
And if it had not ben for troubling of you I wolde 
haue so declared vnto you the circumstance of my 
firste accusacion and thoccasion tberof that ye shulde 
haue ben well persuaded that all the same proceded 
of a greate and a long coriceyued malice ageinst me 
& of no matier of treuthe or worthie correction. 
And being so sodenlie taken and you so long before 
incensed by the meanes of myne aduersaries, I was 
BO abasshed that I had not those thinge« in my re- 
membrance that was for my defense. And praye 
you moste humblie to persuade yo'self that I hauying 
80 many & so greate benefites at yo' hande, and 
hanging onlye vpon your good successe cannot, but 
yf I were the moste vnnaturall person in the worlde. 
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do or suffer to be doon to my power any thing that 
might be impeachment of yo' hono' or worship, 
which I praye god euenso to preserue as I wolde 
myne owne liff. And thus allmightie god haue yo' 
m'ship in his blessed keping. ffrom Warden Abbeye 
this xvj*'' of October 

Yo* moste bounden 8"°* 
John ap Eice'. 
[Endorsements] 
To the right hono'able John ap Bice, againste 
and my singlar good Docto' Leighes inso- 
master, M^ Secretarie lent bebavyour in hia 

to the kinge« highnes visitacon vnder the 

Lord Crwrnwell 



The Abbot of Glaston to Cbomwell. 

My right especiall good M' Secretorye. Fleaset 
it yo" to oe aduertised thatt where this, the kinges 
monaflterie of Qlastoobury, hath badde thuse of 
Spiritual] Jurisdicon, within the Towne aforesaide, 
and other peculier places nyghtherunto adioynynget 
which Junsdiccon hath heretofore at all tymes hen 
exercised by such one lemd in the lawe, aa bath 
pleased thabbot there to depute and asaigne, to haue 
thadminstracton and execucton of justice, in such 
spiritual] causes as hath from tyme to tyme oc- 
curred, there to be determyned. And nowe, by 
oure saide aouereynes high and supreme authoritie 
(his gracious visitao'on dependinge) I am inhibited 
thexercisinge of Jurisdiccion in all such peculier 
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places, to the aaid monasterye belongynge. which 
monasterye (as yo'' maisterehipp knowith) is by the 
said aucthoritie all redya visited. And for as mooh as 
there be diuers poore men, which- haue causes nowe 
depCDdinge vndiacussed in the said peculier courtes, 
whoo maketh busie intercessioD for tbexpedicion of 
their said causes, wherunto I can make noo aaswere. 
Therefore, and for the quyetnes & ease of the said 
poore men I intierly beseche youe, that I may be 
advertised of the kinge oure souereignes pleasure, 
& yours, whate shal be done concemynge tne same 
wluch (to me knowen) I shall with aSl my power 
cause to be putt in execucton with theffectes. And 
there by ye shall bynde me & the said poore men 
to be youre bedemen to pray for your good helth 
longe to endure, Att Glastonbury the xxvj" day of 
Octobre 

Youre assured alwayes 
to my power 

Eic" Abbott* there 
[Endorsed] 
To the right worshipfull 

and myne especiall 

good ffrinde Mr seore- 

torie be this delivered 



Egbert Hamblyn Abbot of Athelnby to 
Cromwell. 

Honorabell & my synguler good master my 
dewty premysyd w* due commendatians I haue me 
comendyd vn to you thys ys to aduertyse youre 
masterschepe that docter tregonell the kyagges vysy- 

I B. 0. Letters and Papers, Hen. Tin., tx. 69fi. Date, 1636. 
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ture hathe byn« at oure poure monastery & bathe 
execute the acte of vysyt&eion for the reformacion 
of good retygyon wher he fouode (thankes be to 
god) the house yn uaetely good order, as yt wyl 
apere at hys retuiiie. not wytbstanding that he gaue 
0U3 aertyae jnionctumcs accordyng to the kynggea 
plesure for the reformacan & conaeniacian of good 
relygyan wher apone he commandyd me & my 
bretheryn to kepe w'yn the preeyccte of oure monas- 
tery vnles you re maaterehepe dyspence w' me. 
"Wherefor worachjpfull mastr I schal hartly desyre 
yow to lycens me w' a chapelyne to goo abrode 
si]mt}rmyfi for the necessary busenys of oure monas- 
tery & to ouersee oure husbandre & demaynes whyche 
schal be not only for preseT-uatan of my bodily helthe 
but also for the vtylyte & prophete of oure poure 
monastery, thyse cowsyderyd I schal ynatantly desyre 
youre maaterschepe to gront my petycyan and de- 
syre & send me youre plesure by wrytyng, & yn 
80 doyng ye achal bynd me accordyng to my dewty 
to Tpra for yow as knowythe god who ener preserne 
yow & send yow long lytf 

Wryten at Athelney the fourthe day of Nouembre 

By youre poure bedysmaM 

Robert Abbot ther' 

[Endorsed] 
Thabbot of Athelney 

[Addressed] 
Vnto hys woschypfull & 
synguler good master, 
master secretory vn to 
the kyngges grace de- 
livc?" thys, 

1 K 0. Letters and Papers, Hen. VUI., ix. 76S. Date, 1G36. 
4—2 
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XIII. 

William Dovell Abbot of Cleve to Cromwell. 

Ryght hoQorabull my dutye remembred unto y</ 
good maistshipe pleasyth yt you to understand that 
mr Docto' Tregonwell hatlie vy&ytted my house at 

{'O' commauudeme' by the auctoryt« of o' soucrayne 
ord the kyuge o' supreme bed of the churche of 
Englond yn the wh vysytacon he bathe by jniunc- 
tyoD commaundyd me and all my covent to kyype 
w^n the precynte of o* monestary the w'" yff I shulde 
not somtymes see for the prouycyon of my poure house 
beynge of smale lander, I cannot be abyll to mayn- 
tayne my seyd house nor obscrue & kype hospitalyte 
accordyngly as yt hathe byn usyd yn tymes past, 
not yet to pay the tenthe parte to o' seyd souerayne 
as my landes dothe extende wherfore in the hono' 
of God I hartely deayre you to be so good unto me 
as to suffer me to ouersee my seyd prouycyon and also 
I haue lycens and commaundme* of my lord of bathe 
to preche at certeyne places w'yn the Dyoces yflf yo' 
goodnes wyll so suffer me. I trust to use me bothe 
to the pleasure of god and also to my prynce & 
sou«raigne after holy scripture by the helpe of blyssyd 
Jhesu who preserve you euermore to yo' most desyre 
wryten at Clyffe Abbey the vill"' day of Nouember 
[Signed in a different hand] 

by the h&ndes of yo'' bedman 

WYLLAm Dovell Abbott ther' 
[Endorsements] 
Dovell Abbott of Clyff To the Ryght honorable 

maiater Thomas Crom- 
well Chyffe Seqetorye 
the kyngea hyghtnes 
be this delyrded 
1 H. 0. Letters and Papers, Henry VHI., Vol, n. 790. Dale, 
1585. 
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Treqonwell to Cromwell. 

My moaste bowndea dewtye to youre masterachype 
premysed, Pleasitbe the same to be aducrtysede, that 
at this my beyng at Bartyche yn Somereett schere 
{A howse of Chanons of thordre of Seynt Augustyne) 
ipercve that the prtor of that howee wilbe aod ys con- 
teotyde to resygne his rome and ofiFyce of prtorschipe 
of the same, soo that his suppWor namede Syr John 
Barwyke may succyde hym yn that rome. The 
same Barwyke ys (of trowtne) moaste apt and meate 
for that rome of any w'yn that monaaterye, bothe 
of Dyscreacyon and also of vndrestondyng. And al- 
tboghe bit bathe pleasede you to geue me authorytye 
by youre Commyasoa to receue resygnacyons, and to 
dyrecte and ordre electyona of all Abbottes and pn'ora 
beyng w*yn the lymettcs of youre sayde commyasyon, 
yet w'owte youre speciall pleasure to me knowen I 
wyll attempte nothing conceniyng the same. Besecb- 
yng youre mastreschipe that hit maye stonde w' youre 
pleasure to syguyfye vnto me (by youre wretyng) 
yo commawndemente concernyng the same howse of 
Barlyche. The landys therof of ya c" yerly, tbe 
howse ya yn dette Ix", and yn some reweu and dekey. 
This daye I ryde to Bamastaple and boo yn to tho- 
tber partyes of Devonachete. As knowitbe oure lorde 
godde whoo preaerue your mastreschipe. frome 
Barlyche the ix daye of Novembre 

The ordynarye wolde haue electyde the sayde 
Barwyke to be prior y£F my corayng hether hadd not 
byn for tbe bowse ys not of the kyngea fowndacyon. 
m' phetypace'of beselles lyghe ya ther founder I haue 
sbowyde the partyes that all thia matter lyeth yn yo' 
mastreschipes bond and therfor y haue aduised them 

> FettipUo« of BeailB Legb, Lel&nd Coll. i. 76. 
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to make sewet to yo" for thopteynjng of ther pur- 
pose 

Yo' moast bownden 

John Tregonwell'. 

[endorsed] [addressed] 

Docto' Tregonwell about To the right honorable 
ye Religious howse at Mr Thomas Crumwell 
Barlyche in Somerset. highe secrettarye to 

the kynges maiestye be 
this delyueryde 



XV. 

Iff hit may atonde w' yo' maaterschips plesure to 
opteyne of the kyngea highnes the ferme of oon 
of thes vndre wreten monaateryes for yo"^ moast 
bound'n Jo, Tregonwell, to be Letten to him at 
a convenyent rent, whereby he maye haue some 
helpe towardes his levyng, and fyndyng of his wiff 
and childrene, yo^ kyndnese therio shalbe consy- 
deryde w" sucbe rewarde as shall content yo' mas- 
treschip and besyde^ that yo" schall bynde him and 
all his perpetually to pray to all myghty God for 
yo' proaperytye and helthe Longe tendur 

Byndon Wiltes 

Dorchester Oxon 

Breweme ....... Oion 

gl^m ^--^ 

' K. 0. Letters And Faper», Hen. YIIL, ix. T9B. This letter 
is oaleiid&ied in 163S. Ko murender or Hupremacj aaknowledge- 
ment from Barljruche ie found in the eatalogdea contained in the 
7tb and Bth Bepts. Dep. Keeper of Beooids. 
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CanoDlye) T^ 

Polslcej ""»° 

Mayden bradley Wiltes 

Ivecherche Wiltea' 

[endorsed] 

John TregoDwell to 
haue in Eferme an 
Abbey of those he 
nameth. 



Richard Zouche to Cromwell. 

Sure plesyt yo' goode mastrchipe to underston 
y' wer I dewlle ya a pore pryery A fujidacion off 
my nawyusetrea wyche ys my lorde my fatheres 
ynerytena ande rayne Ande be the reson off a lowyde 
pryot w* was ther wyche was a schanon off townton' 
a for browytt hytt to be a sell unto tawnton. Ande 
now his hytt Dystryde and ther ys but to chanons 
wyche be off no goode leujng Ande y' ys gret petty 
the pore howse scholde be so yll yntretyde werfor 
jff ytt may plese yo'' goode mastercbype to be so 
goode mast^ to me to gett me the pore howae wyche 
ys callyde stauerdell I wer bownde to pray for yo' 
masterchyp. And also I schal here yo° my harty 
s^niys next the kynge ys graa ande be at yo' com- 
mayndment be the gras off gode he eucr presenie 

' B. O. Letten and Papers, Hen. Tin., z. 38B. Date, 1S36. 
Feb. (Oairdner). ' 

> Taanton : Btavordole became a oeU to Taonton shartly before 
the ^BSoIatioQ as may be aeen in Bogo's Hist, of Taanton prioiy. 
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yo' goode masterchj'pe yo' howyne pore aeniantt 
ande bedman 

RrCHARDE Zouche' 
[addressed] 
To the Ryght worchyp- 
fuU & my synglar goode 
master master secretory 
be thys delivm-eA 
[endorsed] 
Richard Zouche a lettete 



Sib Humfrey Stapfokd to Cbomwell. 

Right Woorshipfiill yn my most humblyst wise 
I comead me unto yo" good w'ship thangkyng yo* 
worship euer for the great kyndenes and Save' shewed 
unto me alweye and where it may please yo' mas- 
tership to call to yo' good remembraunce that ye 
promysed me to be good master unto me when the 
tyme came b" yo* w'ship shall understond that whertf 
as yet I am not able to doo suche acceptable service 
vnto the kynges highnes my m' as my poore and 
true hert wold and if I hadd wherwith to maynteyn 
it. So if it pleasith it yo' m'ship to understond tlmt 
where I desyred m' Bryan to be eo good m' vnto me 
as to moehion vnto yo* m''Bhip to help me to the 
gifte of the priorie of £f^shed a house of chanons 

f'Q the countie of Southampton of the yerly value of 
vj" x' xj* ob. yn case it be subpreased, so yo'' m''ship 
shall understond that sens that tyme my naturall 
ffather willed me to write to yo' m'ship and to none 
othere for to he good m' vnto me for a house of 

' HSS. Cotton, Cleop. E. it. Data, 1S36, about F«brniiiy, 
[Q. X. 390]. 
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ChaQOQS jn aouiersett their called worspryng where 
my seyd ffather is ffouuder therof and as I do sub< 
pose * * of like value or tbereabout«s And if it 
wold please jo' m'ship to be so god m' vnto me as 
to helpe me to worapryng Priorie I were and wylbe 
wylst I leve yo' bedman aod alleys redy to yo' 
m'ship suche poore semee and pleasure as shalbe 
come me to doo whillest I do leve god wylling who 
euer baue yo' m'ship yn his prouyashion ffrom 
Bletherwere thus present paime Sonday. By yo' 
owne assured to his litle power 

HuMFFRAY Stafford' esquyer 



XVIII. 
The examtnacion of Richard Halford monee 

OF THABBEY OF BrEWTON TAKEN IN THE 
FFLETE before ThOS. BeDILL ONE OF TEE 
KYNQB:^ MOST HONORABLE CONSELL. 

The said Richard of thage of xli yeres examyned 
the xij daie of June the xxviij yere of the reigne of 
o' souereygn lord Kyng Henry the viij"" of & vpon 
dyuerse interogateriea tbyn mynystred answereth 
deposeth as hereafter ensyeth. To the fBrst & second 
he affirmeth to be true. 

To the thirde he saith that the lycence was rased 
and in the place of the worde priorat was written 
this worde monasterii' by the clerk or clerkes which 
wrote the said licence as Far as this resjiondent 
knoweth And saith that ii.' vnderhill whicbe pn?- 
cured the said licence shewed this respondent that 
the said wordes were written and amend by the seid 
clerkes 

< MS3. CattoD, Cleop. E. iv. Date, 9 Ap., 1S36. 
' Braton was made an Abbey in the beguming of the Reign of 
Hen. TIIL See Tatiuer, Not. Hon. Co. Somt. Art. BraUm. 
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To all the residue of the inten^tories he saith 
that after the said lycence vas opteyned as well voder 
the kyDg o' aoueregae Lord his brode seale as also 
vnder my lorde Archebusahop of Caaterbutyes seale 
by the pn>curemeiit of the said M' vnderhill one 
ILoberd Wattes serunt vnto the said M'' underbill 
vpon aeynt Georges daie last past in the before none 
of the same due came vnto this depo' then beyng in 
theseid monastery And ther delyuffred to this respon- 
dent both the seid Ucence vnder my lorde of Canter- 
burys seale and conhrmacion under the brode seale of 
England And when (?) this respondent had perused 
and red them ouer And founds the ffawt of the vurde 
priorat this respondent shewed the said messenger that 
the same lycence was not god by cause of the worde 
prioratus saying that it shuld haue been monasterii 
And wrote a letter ynimediateiy vnto the seid Th. 
underbill aduerteayng hym accordyngly requyijng 
hym by the same to cause the same licence to be 
made good and effectual!. And requyred hym not 
to cause it to be reased And that done deluered 
the same lettere and the seid licence & confirmacion 
to the seid messenger to be delyuered by hym to his 
seid master, And saith that about iij wekes past the 
said Wattes brought agen this respondent the seid 
licence & confirmacion enery of them beyng rasid 
& amended as it nowe appereth, which messenger 
brought not onylie from his seid m' but said to this 
dep' by worde that they were auEEcient and good y 
nough for all ther rasyug saying that they were 
amended by them that ffyrst wrote the same, and 
al^o he saith that about v or vj or vij daies after 
the recept thereof this respondent shewed the same 
to the aobot of the seid monastery vfaich upon the 
sight therof ffound the seid dawt in the said ras3mg. 

And saith that the seid M' Vnderhill opteyned 
the seid licence And confirmacion wythout takyn 
any reward or pramys of reward for his paynes & 
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dylygence in thopteynyng of the same or the 
amendyng of the same. 

Except that this respondent payed the ordynory 
charges the which came to iiij" vj' viij*. 

By me Richarde Alforde' 

The EXAMYNACrON OF THE SEID ElCHARD HOLFOBD 
TAKEN BEFORE THE SEID THOUAS BeDELL 
THE DAIE & YERE & PLACE AFORESEID. 

To the ffirst he saith that lie knoweth no maner 
of cryme agenst thabbott of the seid monastery that 
he is able to prove 

To all the residewe of the seid interogatories he 
saith that he neuer conspired wyth the seid harold 
Hert or Whight ne ony of theym ne wjiih oney 
other person or persons to accuse the said abbot of 
any Treason nor neuer conspired the death of the said 
abbot ne any other diaplesre towardes hym. And 
saith also that he knoweth uot for trueth that the 
said Harold Hert and Vhite conspired together to 
accuse the said abbot of Treason or otherwyse con- 
spired bis death but saith that about ij yeres past or 
more 8' Willm Sturton knyght nowe beyng lords 
Sturton came vuto the seid monastery (the abbot 
then not beyng ther at home) Att wbiche tj^me the 
said Harold delyuered to the seid S' Witlmm a bille 
of accusacion of the seid abbot in the chamber of the 
seid vhite (this respondent then beyng nothyng previe 
therunto) And saith that afterward this depo*nauyng 
not any knovfledge of the deiyuCT'y of the said bille 
went vnto the seid 8'' William Sturton And requyred 
hym of hvs advyse and furtherance in the opteynyn 
of his seid licence And after that they had Synyshed 
ther covercacion for that purpose the seid 8' William 
Sturton shewed this depo' the said bille of accusacion 
' Each page of the report is so siened. 
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which aa he aaid the aeid Harold delyuered vnto hym 
And demanded of this re^^odent if he knewe of auy 
suche wordes that the Ahbot had said or spokeiL And 
this respondent answered and aaid that he aeuer herd 
the said Ahbot saye any such wordes nor neuer herd 
any other man report that eaer the said abbot dyd 
euer Bpeke any auch wordes. And this depo' saith 
that in the next momyng after this doponentes reteme 
to the seid monastery this respondent shewed the 
seid abbot of the seid bille of accusacion which the 
said M' SturtoD had shewed hym And the said Abbot 
vtterly denyed to this respondent that euer he spake 
ony suche wordes nor reasoned ony fFurther in the 
matter at that tyme nor at ony after tyme wythe this 
respondent. And saith that not long after, this the 
seid Harold and this re^ondent had conuercacion of 
the said bille of accusacion at which tyme the same 
Harold afirmed to this respondent that he herd the 
seid Abbot speke the seid wordes conplyned in the 
seid bille ayenst the quene in the herymg also of the 
prior of the aaid monastery and two or three other 
chanons of the said monastery, vnto whome this 
respondent said that he neuer herd the said abbot 
speke ony such wordes. 

And saith that ther was neuer any other conucr- 
cacion of this matter bytweue this respondent and 
the said Hert but onely of this effect that the aeid 
Hert was sorry that the said harold had made the 
said accusacion vpon the aeid abbots 

And saith also that the s^d white shewed this 
respondeat that the seid harold shewed hym that he 
herd the seid abbot speake onfittyng wordej ayenst 
the queues grace And other cowuercacion vaa not 
bytwene them in that behal£ 

And saith that he neuer had not ony conuercacioD 
w' the seid pres' ne ony other chaoon of the seid 
monastery in that matter. 

And saith that the seid abbot hath been abbot 
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of the seid monasteiy about iiij yeres and this 
reBpondeat faath been chanon professed in the said 
monastery by the space of xviij or xix yeres, 

And aaith that he thynketh in his conaience that 
the seid abbot neuer spake ony Buch wordes ayenst 
the quene as ar writyned in the said bille but shurre 
the rather that the Beid Harold and white conspired 
to accuse the seid abbot theref wrongfully. And 
saith that the seid Harold is of thage of xxiiij yeres 
or thrabout and hath been Chanon professed in the 
same house abouet vij or viij or ix yeree. And saith 
that the seid vhite is of thage of xl yeres and hath 
been serfuot in the house ther thys vij or viij yeres 
as this re«i>ondent remebreth. 

All whiche premisses before confessed and declared 
by this respondent in forme and maner aforeseid as 
well of the seid licence as also of the seid bille of 
accusacion and all other the premisses this res^ndent 
afifyrmeth to be true in euery behalff byhisothe which 
hath taken the Daie & yere abouesaid vpon the 
Holy Euangelist. 

By me Richard Alforde'. 



XIX. 

Treqonwell to Cromwell. 

My humble dewty to youre lordshipe premysede. 
Fleasithe the same to be advertysede, that before my 
coniyng ynto this contrie, hit was (by some lyght 
persons) reportyde, that I shulde come hither w* the 
kynges graces authoritye (by yo' Lordships occasyon 
and comawndement) to take awaye tne crosses, 

1 B. 0. Letters and FaperB, Benrj YIU., 1. 1126, Date, 1636. 
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chalysshes, and other yoelles' of the churches, by 
whom this reporte was furste made, hit ys not aa yet 
knowen. I haue admonyshede Str Hughe Trevanyon, 
Sir Willyam Gothollan, m' Sayntabon and other gen- 
till men of the same eontrie to have a vigilant eye, and 
to doo ther dylygens to knowe the Authorea therof 
whoo haue promysyde to doo ther dylygens therin 
withe all dexteritye. The said reporte not with- 
atonding, at ray corayng into this scheire, I fownde 
as myehe conformyte emongeate men, and as redye 
to obhaye the kinges authoryte, yn iniunccyons, and 
other orders declaryde to them, as ewer I sawe any 
men obbey the same, yn boo myche that I dar 
affyrme to yo' Lordshipe, that this contrye ys a^ 
quiet and trewe to the kyng owre soueraygne Lorde, 
as any shere w'yn his graces realme. by as myche aa 
I can perceve this brewte begon by a Somner abowte 
Bridgewater, I trust to have hym at my retorne 
towardes crokehome, wher I have appoyntide texa- 
men him, w' other as nede shall requyre. My Lorde 
bushope of Excetter, at my beyng yn Barystable, 
showyde me, that a pryste of Lawnceston callyde 
Sir Willyam Turner at the tyme that the huschops 
comissarye dyd syt thear, to taxe euery stipendarye 
priste to contribute to the payment of a rerage dewe 
to the kyng&s grace of the clergie, said that hit was a 
sbame to the buschoppes that prist^s shulde pay any 
more monye to the kyng, I have spoken w' the said 
priste, and he denyethe the spekyng of any suche 
wordya and sayethe that he said that hit was noo 
reason that Cnifton beyng coUecto' vnder the bus- 
chope shulde consume to nia awne vse suche mony 
as was payede to hym for the kyngea grace, I have 
put the same prcste vndre sewertyes and at ray 
comyng to Tauystoke I intende texaraen that matter 
at large with all dilygens, and fyndyng the piyste 
giltye, to put hym to warde vnto the tyme the kynges 

1 i.e. Idols. 
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fuider pleasure be knowen theryn. Yn that hit 
h&the pteaside the kjoges highnes to grawitte at yo'^ 
Lordships sewet and contemplacyon (as Sir Willyam 
Gothollau bathe declaryd here) that the festum loci of 
eu«rychurche maybe keptehallye Daye as yn tymes 
paste the peopill of the Countrie be mervelowsly 
well pleasyde, and gevythe ther moaste humble 
thaukes to the kinges magestye for the same,wherby 
also they doo accompte them selvys muche bowndea 
to yo' lordshipe. I trast that youre lordschipe shall 
Dot from hens forthe byre that the sacrament of 
thalter ehalbe irreverently baodelyd as hit bathe 
byn yn t3?ine8 past yn Comewell. The plage of 
pestolens rauythe hear very soar, yn soo myche.tbat 
ther ys (almoast) noo place clear, by reason wherof I 
haue byn compellyde to alter my yomey Dyuers tymes 
to noo litle treble had hit not byn for fear of yo' 
lordships displeasure wyche comawndyd me at my 
departyng from you to goo tbroughe Vowte furdre 
delaye I wolde have retomyd home to youre lord- 
shipe ageyne, at my furst entry into Somersett schire. 
As knowithe owre lorde god, whoo preserue youre 
lordshipe withe encrese of myche bonore. nrome 
penryn the v daye of Septembre 

To'' Lordschips moast 

bownden Jo Tbegonwell' 

[Endorsed] [Addressed] 

Docto' Tregonwell serte- To the right honorable 

lying comyshemen to and my synguler good, 

be very good subjectes Lorde, Ciomwell thes 

& aacrame/itours be delyneryde 

' B. 0. Letters and Papers, Henry Vni., a. 405. Date, 1636. 
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The Abbot of Muchelnet to Cromwell. 
My synguler goode Lords yn my moste bumble 
wise I have me commendyd vnto your goode Lordea- 
cbippe very desyuase to bere of your goode Lordes- 
chippes prosperyte where yn I hartely praye gode 
Longe to prcseme you. And where I have receavyd 
your Lovyog Lettered yn favor of master Rychard 
vuedalle your aerua.att, & a cordyng to the tenure of 
the same have gyvyo bym vnder my coventt seale tbe 
kynges corrody late possesayd by John ffysscher clerke 
besekyng your good lordeschyppe that hytt maye 
plese you at your most oonvenyentt leysure to procure 
tbe kynge* letteras to be dyrectyde vnto me yn favor 
of your sayde seruantt a cordyng to the olde accus- 
tomyde vse yn this be halffe yn advoydyng my power 
bowsse from ferther trobble yn case auto (by any 
other) shulde be made to the kynges grace for the 
same, & to tbententt your sayde servantt ahulde be 
the more- dylygentt to putt your Lordeahippe yn 
remembrance for the prccuryng of tbe sayde Letters 
to be dyrectyd vnto me I have takyng bonde of 
bym by writyng oblygatory vntyll suche tyme that 
hytt be procuryd, for other wyse my coventt wulde 
nott grawnte ther seale As knowetbe Jesus who have 
your goode Lordesbippe yn Longe preseruatyon w''tyn 
at Mochelney the vij"" daie of deceber' by youre 
assuryd orator 

Thomas Yue Abbott there* 
[Endorsed] 
Thabbot of Mochelney 

[Addressed] 
To my ryght honorable 

& ayngular good Lorde 

my Lorde priuy seale 

this be delyuerid. 
1 1636. 
" B. 0. Letters ajid Papera, Hen. Till,, n. 1266. 
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Thomas Yve Abbot of Muchelnet to Cbomwell. 

Most humble recommeDdacious with all hartely 
thanks for jour mauyfold goodnesse towards me at 
all tymys. Advertysyng the same that I have 
receuyd your mynde by M' Doctor Lee, concemyng 
forty pownda by Saigeaute Thornton promysyd to 
your master schyppe yn parte of recompens of your 
paynys taken for me. Trewly, and by the faythe of 
an honest maa I payyd to hym on C" for your use 
onely, whoo azyd noo lease of me for your paynys; 
where apon I dyd sende for the Executor be fore Mr 
Doctor, and he confessyd the resayte of the money, 
affyrmyng that hytt ys payyd to your master schypp. 
wherefore, I moat hartely beseche you of your geutil- 
nesse to schewe to this berer, Mr Cuffe, your mynde 
there yn, and of the receyte of the sayde money, so 
that apon your further certyfycate I maye by yo' 
good belpe optayne the sayd money. And as con- 
cemynge your fee whiche I .persayue by Mr Doctor 
that Mr Sargeante Thornton dyd promyse, I never 
dyd knowe uiereof, but aupposyd yo' mastershippe 
to have byu contentyd with the sayde sum. All 
behytt I am contentyd to gyve you a fee, besechypg 
you for a tyme to take hytt yn good worthe. The 
berer knoweythe as it stondythe with me. And 
thus the Holy Tiynytie preserve you. At Mocheluey, 
the xv"* daye of June, by your owne to the moste of 
hya power and daylly orator 

Thomas' Abbott 

To the right worschipfull 
master Cromewell, this 
be del juered with spede 

' GJliB, Grig. Letters, Srd ser. Vol. ii. p. B34. Date, laMi thftn 
1636, probablj 1S37. 
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Hemrt Lonoe to Cbohwell. 
Right honorable and my singler gode lorde in 
my hartieste maner I recommende me vnto yo' gode 
lordetihipe desiiyng yo' lordeshipe to be gode lorde 
vnto me to oiocon the kyngea grace to be my gode & 
gracyous lorde vnto me to heipe me to be his graces 
narmer to the house of henton w'yn the countye of 
somers', the kynges vysytora be in thiae parties now 
to suppresse dyuerse houses, I had neuer nothyng of 
his grace, And I am mocbe more chargied now than 
eucr I wae vnlesse the kynges grace be gode & gracy- 
ous vnto me I shalbe fayne to geve ouer my house, 
and to gette me yn to some comer. My speoiall 
truste is vnto yo' lordeshipe as o' lord knowithe 
whom haue yo' lordeshipe in his blyssed kepyng w^ 
longe lyfFe and greate hono' 

yourys assuryd 

Henrt Longe' 

[Endorsed] 
Kr Longe for the bowse 

of Henton in the coun- 

tie Somerset. 
[Addresed] 
To the right honorable 

and my singler gode 

lorde my lorae prevy 

sealle and lordeCrome- 

well and one of the 

kyngeA moste hooora- 

blq Councell this be 

delyuerd w' apede. 

' B. O. Ciom. Oorresp. ixrr. 5. This Sii Henr; Longe was 
eheiiS! of Wilts. lfiS&— 7. Tlie probable date of this letter is 
1637. Ab to Locge, a letter will be foond abetiacted in Oairdnei, 
n. 1133, which indioatea hii datiaa in the wwt. His name occurs 
in the Qianta for 1636. Q. vm. 14S. 
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The Abbot of Qlastonbuht to Ceomwell. 

Right honorable my siDgler goode Lorde my dutie 
in recom mendacious remembred vnto youre good 
Lordeshippe. Pleaaeth itt youre saide goode lorde- 
ahippe to be aduertiaed thatt the xxiiij"" daye of this 
moneth of Marche I received yo' honorable and 
mooste lovinge letttea perceivinge by the eame tbatt 

J'oure lordesmppe pleasure ys thatt I ahulde inde- 
ayedly graunte vnto yo' serunte M' Maurice Berkeley 
by my convent seall the maistershippe of the game, 
tboffice &, the kiper, and the herbage & pawoage of 
my parke of northwode in in Renercion after Tho- 
mas Alen my koper there. My good lorde 8oo itt 
is that the maisterahipp of the game as well of that 
parke as of all wother my parkes be all redie graunted 
att the contemplact'on of yo'' goode Lordeshipp vnto 
M' John Wadtame yo' serunte. And as touchinge 
the herbage & paunage of my said Parke, I haue 
made a lease therof to the saide Thomas Alen 
and one Robert Hyett for terme of vij yeres, wher- 
of thre yeres be fullye past, veldinge and pay- 
inge yerely for the same xxvij" vj' viij* and also 
to fynde yerly sufficiente pasture for ij stations xiiij 
mares and there ffoles and to leve sufficient pasture 
for one thousande dere, and sufficient hey for them 
in wjTiter, And to repaire & acoure all the dicheis 
within the pale att their propre costes & charges 
with diuera other convenantes conteyned in the same 
Leasse. And also the same Thomas Alen hath the 
kipiage of the said parke duringe the saide terme, 
ffor exercisinge wherof he hath yerely ffyve markes 
withoute any other profites or avauntages. And I 
am charged to the kinge for the aaide partee ac- 
cordinglye. My Singler good lorde by thes my leMres 
I haue aduertised youre good lordeshipp the truth 
of eaery thiuge concemynge yo' pleasure and desir by 
5—2 
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yo^ said honorable iettrea wherefore the preroisaeB 
considered by yo' good Lordeshipp (in whom ys my 
singuler truste) I am veray well contented to ac- 
complishe yo' Lordeshippes pleasure, wherewith I 
shalbe as gladde as any man lyvynge as knoweth the 
blessed Trinitie whoo alwayes preserue yo' good 
Lordeshipp in prosperous helth and bono' Att 
Glastonbury the xxviij" day of March 

Yo' Lordeshipps assured bedemui 
Rio Abbott ther' 
[Endorsed] 

Thabbot of Olaston 
bury 28 of march 

[Addressed] 

To the right honorable and 
myne especiall good I<orde 
Thomas Lorde Cromwells 
good Lordeshipp be this delivered. 



XXIT. 

Thomas Legh to Cromwell. 

Please it your Lordeship to be advertised, that 
the thirde daye of this moneth of January I began 
at Tbabbey of Mochelney visitacion according to 
yo' corny ssion & instructions, where I founde 
thabbot very necligent in admynystracion and also 
difEamed of incontynency and ten brethern whiche 
all war ignorant and unlernyd, and in manor no 
servaunttfs maynteynyd or hospitalite kept, and after 
examynation withe theym had, they all subscrybid 
to the instrument of their submyseion and surrender 
& sealyd the same withe their comTwm seale & 
deliu«red the same as their acte to me to thuse and 

' B. O. Orom. Oorresp. un. 46. ProbaUj 1687. 
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pleasure of our eonerajne Lord the kyng, aa apperithe 
by the same instniEQent, in the prssens of dyvers 
knjghtea and gentilmeo there then being whiche 
doon and the scales delyveryd & defaced inyentarys 
war made aa well of euI the moreahles, whiche war 
very simpill and bare aa eu«r I see in auche a house, 
as a rent all of immoveables, which be very good, 
but the bouae indebted a bowte the poynte of iiij 
hundreth poundea besides ffees annnvtes & pensions 
to the yerely valew of xliij" xij'. The Bellis and 
licade be good and moch the better because they 
war not easy to be alienate solde or carryed a waye 
and so after a direction taken for the brethema 
lyving and seruauntes according to a lettre of Attor- 
ney geven to Mr Richard Phjiippis by my Lord 
theare of Hartford I commytted the charge of the 
bole monastery and goodea to the custody of the aaid 
master Richard Philippes untill he shulde knowe 
further of the king is pleasure andyouers. After this 
the fiyft daye of this monethe Thabbot having a 
sufficient letter of attorney for the same of bis 
brethem appered before my Lord chief iustice & 
me, and there recognysed the instrument seale and 
Bubscription to be theirs and their owne voluntary 
dede & act and desired the same to be enrollyd in 
the king is cbauncery or elliswhere for a perpetuall 
memory, and my sayde Lord chieff iustice for the 
more assurance toke a note of a fyne and also a note 
of recouery the copy wherof w' the sayde instrument 
I shall bring w' me, to thintent that yo'' lordship 
maye use the one or the other, aa ahall be thought 
best, as knoweth God who send your Lordship a 
good new yere and many moe yere (?) of theym 
more fortunate & other to the pleasure of god & 
increase of moche honor, moat humbly beseching yo' 
lordship as my very trust is that no lighte coniecture 
or false snrmyse cause yo' Lordahip to w* drawe from 
me any parte of yo' good harte whiche only I haue 
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sowghte and euer shall, and ye shall never haue any 
cause to the contrary, and as I am dayly more bounde 
to moir so shall I be all wayes yo's w' a faythfull barte 
& service to commaunde at your pleasure, stodying 
be all meanes to be an example of faytbfulnes & 
gratitude as It eaer was & shall be myn« intent 
rather then the contrary as tyme shall evydently 
prove ffrom horsis melcom the vij daye of lanuary 

Yo Lordships eu' to command 
thomaa Leigh* 
[Endorsements] 

To the right Honorabyll and his approved good 
Lord, my Lord prevy aeall this be delivered 

[in another hand] 

Docf Legb declaring the a'rendo' of Muchelney 
Abbay & Incotinencye of thabbott 



XXV. 

Teeoonwell & Petee to Oeomwell. 

0' most bownden duetyes remembryd it may 
please yo' good lordeshipp to bee aduertised thatt 
from dissoluiug of the late monasterye of Keynsham, 
bicause Henton lay best in o' waye, and att the 
request of the lord hungerfo'd to whom yo' lordeshipp 
wrote the kinges highnes pleasure to bee thatt wee 
shuld leaue the deraaynes of the same wee came 
thither yesternight. And immediately after o' comyng 
entryd coTMMJiication w'the prior* ther, of the cause of 
o' comyng, and roed vsche meannes and perswasions 
vnto hym for this purpose as wee thought most met. 
And might best taJt place in hym, whos awnawa" in 

I B. O. Crom. Corregp., Vol. xui. Probablj 1C3S. 



DiailizodbvGoOgle 



AND THBIE StJPPEESSION. 71 

effect wax thatt if the kingee maiestie wold take his 
howse 80 it procedyd nott of his voluDtary eurrenda' 
he waa contentyd to obey, butt otherwise he sayd 
his conscience wold nott suffer hym wylliogly to giue 
ouer* the same, in mend After long oomunication he 
deaiiyd delay to make va awnswarvn to this morning, 
att which tyme wee eftsones vsing lyke diligence in 
perswading hym as wee dyd befo'' he declaryd hym 
self to be of the same mynd he was yesternight, or 
rather more styflf in the same. In comanication w' 
the covent wee perceyvnd them to be of the same 
mynd the prio' was, and hadd moche lyk awnswa" of 
them as wee hadd of the prio' (iij exceptyd whiche war 
conformable) And amonges the rest one Nycholas 
Baland mounte ther being incidently ezamyned of 
the kinge« highnes tylle of supremacye, expresly 
denyed the same affyrmiog the bisahopp of Rome to 
he the vica' of Christ, and thatt he is and ought to 
be taken for supreme hedd of the churche, The 
Frio' and other shewyd vs that this balande hath 
byn in tymes past and yett many tymes is lunatyk, 
wee haue nott yett doon any thing touching this 
man, butt (nott putting hym in any fear) hare lett 
hym remayne vnto yo' lordeshippea furthar pleasure 
be knowin herin. In the premisses it may please yo' 
lordeshipp to declare yo' pleasure unto vs whiche 
knowin we shall according to o"" most bownden 
duetyes conform o'selfi^A accordingly. And in the 
mean tyme bicause wee thought thatt thother 
Charter howse takyng example by this wyll nott 
conform tbemself, wo haue determyned (yd' lorde- 
ahippe* pleasure savyd) to differ the same vnto o"" 
return. Thus allmight' god haue yo' good lordeshipp 
in his most blessyd keping ffrom nenton the xxvj"' of 
Januarye 

Yo' lordships most bownden 

John Trbgonwell 
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Y</ lordesbippes most bowoden beadesmaQ 
aod auant 

William Petre JV 

[Endorsed] [Addressed] 

Docto' Tryonweth and To the Ryght honorable 

docto' petre about dys- and o'moat singla' good 

soluing Abbayes lord the lord pryvey 



XXVI. 

Tregonwell Smyth & Petre to Cromwell 

Oure moBte bounden duetyes remembred, yt 
maye please yo' good Lordeshippe to be aduertysed 
that sythens o' laste leHres we haue w' as goode ex- 
pedicon as we mygbt taken surrender of the bowses 
of Sainete Johnes in Wellis, S* Johnes in Brydge- 
water, Athelney, Bucklande Monialiuwi, Tawaton, 
Dunkswell Chanonlegh & polatowe, & in all thies 
howses haue founde as moche confonnyttes as 
myght be deayred. Savyng that in many of theym 
we haue founde great waste & many leasses of late 
passed which neuerthelesse we haue stayed & called 
in agayn as nyer as we myght. And by cause we 
wolde as moche as in vs is, take awaye thoccasion of 
attemptyng the lyeke iu other howses, we haue 
thought good having now receyved from yo' Lorde- 
shippe the comyssion in which m' pollarde ys joyned 
w' vs, to devyde ow' selves, soo that ij of vs beyng at 
one bowse thother ij may in the same tyme dispasche 
an other by which mean we thinke we shall not 
onely stays many suche wastes and spoyles as beyng 
passed before o^ comying coulde neu^ be recouvered 
agayiie, but also (as we truste) make an ende of all 
' B. O. Ctom. Correap., unt. 74. Date, 1G39. 
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thother comytted vnto vs by yo' lordeshippe before 
ThanuDciacton of o^ ladye, wherby shall remayne to 
the kinges maiestie the halfe yeres rente of those 
bowses, and yet passe all other thioges as moche to 
the kinaes highnes profecte as we were all togeither, 
we thinke ther will be a great soome of moaey that 
ehalbe salved to the kinges highnes therbye, Oure 
pwrpose herein we thinke o' moste bounden dueties 
to signyfye vnto youre lordeshippe to knowe yo' pleas'' 
in the same, In the mean tyme we shall aa we eu^ 
hithertoo haue doone endevo' o' selves according to 
o' moste bounden dueties & yo' goode lordeshippes 
aduertysement (for the which we moste humblye 
tbuike the same) to doo all thinges as farre aa o' 
poore witt«s will serve as circumspectly for the pro- 
fecte of the king88 maiestie as we maye, moste humbly 
beseechyng yo' lordshippe to take o'' procedynges 
herein m good parte, and to signyfie vnto vs yo' 
further pleasure touchiug bruton & benton to the 
dispatche wherof wee thinke we ahalbe redye (yo' 
lordeshippe^ pleasure soo standing) by the retourne 
of this messenger. And thus we pray godde to haue 
yo' lordeshippe in bis blessed keyping ffrom Exceto' 
the xx' daye of ffebruarye 

To' Lordships most bownden 
John Treoonwell 

Yo' lordes shipper uiost bownden 

beaded man and seruant 

William Petre J 

Yo's eu^-more to comaunde 
John Smyth'. 
[Endorsed] 
John Treeonwell 1 ^ e • 

JohuSmjth I "■"" 



t. 0. Otom. Oonetp., ztui. TO. Date, 1589. 
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Abbayea they haue taken 
into Uie kinges handes by 
surrender in the west partes 

[Addressed] 
To the right honourable 
and o' syngule ' good lorde 
the Lorde Frivie seale 



Pollard & Petbe to Ckomwell, 

C most bownden duetyes remembryd it may 
please yo' lordeahipp to bee aduertised that this day 
(the surrenda'' of the late monasterye of fiord being 
before by va taken) wee resortyd to the priorie of mon- 
tigue for the execution of the kingc* highnes commis- 
sion tber, wher after long t communication w* the prior 
And as many persuasions for the setting forthe of the 
king graces pleasure in this behalf as wee cowd 
devise, wee fownd the prio' in lyke obstinacy as wee 
hadd befor fownd thabbott of bruton. And by so 
moche as by his awnswars we might coniecture ther 
hadd byn some pryvey conference between them in 
this mater, before our commyng he hadd leassyd all- 
most all his demeynes to dyvers persones. The pre- 
misses weehaue thought our bownden duetyes to 
signifye vn to yo' lordeshipp being att all tymes 
Kedye to do furthar merin as yo^ lordeshipp shall 
commawnd ts Thus wee pray god haue yt^ good 
lordeshipp in his most blessyd keping 
&om Montigue the z*'' of marche 

Yo' lordship to comaunde 

Hugh Pollaed 
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Yo' lorcleshipp«s most boundec beades man 
and svant 
William Petke' J. 

[Endorsed] 
To the Right honorable 
and o'' most singlar good 
lorde the lord pry vey, 
eeale 



Treqonwell & Petbe to Cromwell. 

Pleaseth it your goode Lordeshippe to be aduw- 
tised yesterday (the surrendo's of the monasteries of 
Shaftisbury and Wilton beyng before vs taken) we 
came to Ambreabury, and there commimyd w' 
thabbasse for tbaccomplishmente of the 'k.iages high- 
nes comyssioQ in lyke sorte, and albeyt we have 
vsed as many wayes with her as o' poore wittes 
cowde atteyne, yet in the ende we cowde not by any 
persuasions bringe her to any conformytie but at all 
tymes she restid and soo remaynetb in tbies termes, 
yf the kyngea highnea commaunde me to goo firom 
this bowse I will gladlye goo though I begge my 
breade, And as for pension I care for none, in thies 
termes she was in all her conueraact'on praying vs many 
tymes to trouble her no furth' herein for she had 
declared her full mynde in the which we mjgbt 
playnlie gath' of her wordes she was fully fixed before 
o' comyng. This we have thought goode according 
to o' moste bounden Dueties to signyfye vnto yo' 
lordishippe, redye V all our powers to accomplisbe 

> S. O. Crom. CorreBp., Vol. mm, No. 26. Monloonte Sni- 
renderod the 20th Uar., 1539, Ap. n. 8th Bep. Dep. Keep. Pub. 
BecordB, p. 82. Bee too for these anTreadere, Dixon, Vol. 2, 
pp. 116, to. ; the moit oonneoted aoconnt. 
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that yo' lordiBhippe shall fuith' commauiide v8 
herein. We have sent to Bniton agayn & yesterday 
had auDSwe'^ fix>ni thens that thabbott as yet ys at 
London. We truste to fynish the reste of the 
buysynes by yo' Lordeshippe comytted vnto vs before 
Easter, and soo w' as moche spede ae we may to 
wajfte vppou yowe And declare the full of all o' 
procedynges herein. 

Thus prayeng allmyghtie god to haue yo' Lordi- 
shippe in aia moste bleaayd kepyng. Ffrom Ambres- 
bury the xxx"" of march 

Yo' lordships most bownden 
John Tregonwell. 

Yo' Lordsshippes most bownden 
beade^man and servant 
William Petre I. 
Yo' Lordsbipp«s alwayea moat bounden 
John Smtth'. 
[Endorsed] 
M' tregonwel 
M Doctour peter J 
M" Bmyth to my 
Lorde priue seal 
XX K° marcii 

Shafton Wylton aurrendred 
Thabbes of Ambresbury will 
not s'. 

[Addressed] 
To the right honorable 
and o^ moste singuler 
goode Lorde the Lorie 
Privie Seale 

1 B. 0. Cnm. CoiTMp., xLtn. 69. Date, 1689. 
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Layton to Cromwell. 



Fleasitbe your Lordeehipp to be aduertised That 
wher as I vaderstande by Mr Pollarde ye muche 
marvill whie I wolde so greatly praise to the kingis 
niaiestie at the tyme of the yisitation thabbot of 
OlaatoQ whiche now appearithe nether then aor 
now to have knowyne God nether his prynce nother 
anny parteof a good christin man his religion, so that 
my excessive and indiscrete praise that tyme unad- 
uisidly made to my sovereigne Lorde, muste nedes 
now redownde to my greate foly & untrewthe, and 
cannot be well redubbeae' but much dymynishe my 
creditte towardis his magestie, and evyne so to your 
lordeahipp whome I most humblie beseche to con- 
sider that I am a man, and may err and cannot be 
sure of my iudgementt to knowe the inwarde 
thoughte of a monke, being fayre in wordly and 
owtward apparaunce. And inwardly cankeride as 
now by yo' discrete inquisition apperithe, And 
althougth that they all be fala fayned, flatteringe, 
ypocrite knaves as undoubtedly ther is none other of 
that Borte, I must therfor now at this my necessytie, 
most humblie beseche yo^ Lordeshippe to pordone me 
for that my foly then comittide as ye have done 
manny tymes heretofore. And of yo' goodnes to miti- 
gate the Kingis highnes maiestie in the premisses 
And &om henseforthe I shalbe more circumspectt, 
whom I shall commende either to his grace or to 
your Lordeshipp. This sbalbe an experience for 
euer in suche b^ialfe. your lordeshippe therefor so 
continew my father in this commonwelthe as ye 
have begone I most humblie beseche, and that I 
may continew under yo' tuission as your most bown- 
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dene and assured seruants whiche neuer hade byne 
but a baskett berer but only by your goodnes. Thus 
I pray god to continew yo' Lordeshipp w' increase 
Ftrom Readinge the xvj day of September yo' iorde- 
shippeB moste humbUe to commaunde 

Eic Latton' p'st 
[Endorsed] [in another hand] 

The Rieht honorable and Richard Layton preeate ' 
my singuler good lorde in excuse that ne had 

my lorde previe seale. commended the abbot 

of Qlaaton who was a 
traytor. 



Latton to Cromwell. 

hit may please yo' Lordeship to be aduertissed 
that forasmoche as at my laste beying w* yowe then 
delueryng yo^ lordshipes letters trome the covent of 
wittham for a ferme of thers wiche ther letters (as I 
myght coniecture by my letters then also sent from 
them unto me) purportede not so full a graunte unto 
yo' Lordeshipe as I coolde they shulde. I therfore 
unmediatly affter my departure from y'' to Harowe 
sent my seruant unto them w' newe letters persua- 
soiue, willying them to make unto yowre Lordeshipe 
a full & a faste promeB forasmoche as in them was, 
whiche thyng I suppos they haue done as I may 
coniecture by ther letters wiche there inclosede I 
sende unto y' and in casse a brabuUyng felowe one 
basing make any sute unto y' lordeshipe for any for- 
mer graunt the foolisshe prior shulde at any tyme 
make hym w' y' ye haue nothyng to do, the hole 
covent now hatbe made yowe agraunte, the pnoves 
graunte w'oute the covent is nothyng yo'es is sure. 
' B. 0. CTom. CoTTosp., xx, 14. 
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shake ye off therfor lightly such besye geatilmenes 
medelyng in eure matters, what yo' lordeshipe shall 
commaunde me farther in this or any othere yo' 
affaires, I am and euer shalbe redy at yo"' com- 
maundemeat. thus I pray thu presue yo^ lordeshipe 
long in honoure w' increasee from hiu^we xvij" octo- 
brie by yo' Lordeshippes moste assurede to com- 
maunde 

RiCHAJtDE Latton' Frest 
[Endorsements] 
Oct xvij Docto' Layton. 
To the right honorable and my veray goode lorde 
my Lorde Cromwell Lorde priue seale. 

VisrrOES to Cromwell. 

Pleasithe hitt yo* Lordeshippe to be aduertisede. 
That wher as in our former iettrea we hade forgot- 
tins to asaerteyne yo' lordeshippe of suche epin^u- 
altiea aa ar comyne to o' handia apperteynyng to this 
bouse, now we let yo' lordeshipp to witte that they 
amounte to twoo thowaaunde poundea and above. 
And as tuching other newies to asserteyne yo* lorde- 
shipp as yet we knowe none. Thus almighty god 
haue yo' lordeshipp in hia tuission ffrom Olaston 
the XT day of this mointhe 

To" te comand 

Rychahd Pollabd 
Thomas Motle 
[Endorsed] Richabde Layton'. 

To the rythe honorable 
and our singular good 
Lorde my lorde prevy 
seale 
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The honks at Athelnet beady to resign. 

Forasmocbe as ytt plesythe yowre lordschipe to 
haue knol^^ how I d;d my message to ye Abbott 
off Atbelne & what saynges waa betwene hym & me, 
I haue send yowre lordshype thya letter, ffirste for 
ye trewe declaration off my message to ye Abbot off 
Atbelne &ome my lord my master the lord Audley. 
I found ye sayd Abbott in the chyrche cumynge 
frome masse at the hour off x off ye clok before 
nowne, and as reuerently as I cude, I delyude the 
Bayd my lordes and masters letters & shewyd hym yo 
my lord Audtey recommendyd hym se^^ to hym, and 

{'e sayd Abbott answeryd, I am glade to here off my 
ordes wellfare and so he rede hys letter, & sayd, gt 
w' me to my chambere and ye shall know my mynde, 
and I followd hym the saide Abbot, and sodyniy he 
stayed & sayd, what ys my lord Audley, a man off 
ye new sett or arfter ye olde sorte. My lord sayd I, 
he ys after ye beste eorte & lyke a kind harte sub- 
iecte to ye kinges grace and a gud Englysbe man y* 
lovythe all ye retume, well sayd y" abbott dow ye 
thyngke he dowtbe nott judge there will be a nother 
worlde schortly my lorde sayd I, there wyll be a 
nother worlde when we be oute off thys worlde, but 
yn thys I thyngk tbare was neuer so gracius a 
prynce as y* kynges grace is that now ys for he lov- 
etne virtew and wyll poynysse vyse, where w' the 
abbott Bchoke hys hede, & sayd. here you no new 
tydynges off thys gret counaell beyonde y' see. no 
my lorde sayde I thare ys no matter to be passed 
apon off there counsell, for y* kynge wyll provyd 
seurely Inoyrhg' for all soche matters, and thare 
w' I waa yn a stewde, for I wyst nott what that 
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matters mente, and then the Abbatt sayd well, ySl 
wyste what would come off thes matters I wolds 
be sowne at a hoyose w' my lorde, w' y' y" abbatt 
went forthe & sayde I will wryte a letter to my 
Lorde, and ye shall know my mynde, and thene he 
went to bye chambre, were be callyd me secrett un 
to hym and eayd ys yt nott my lomes mynde to have 
me resyne my house to hym, no my lorde sayd I, but 
yt may fortune apone a good cortsideracions & causes 
why he wolde have yow to resyne yowre bowse yn y* 
kyngea haTul, and men sayd he owre bowse shuld be 
dyatrowyd and all y contre undone by that menys as 
yt ys a bowt mytcby^ne, no my lorde sayd I, my Lord 
master wyll come & dwell here & I thynke he wyll be 
a peticioner to y" kynges heynesse to have some 
parte off y* order here as yt ya att sayat mare autre', 
wbycbe I sayd somewhat to satistfy the abbottex 
mynde. why sayd he then what shulde I have, my 
lord sayde I, I dare undertake that yff ye wyll be 
couuaellyd a«d advysyd by my lorde, he wyll gett 
yow a c markes and he wyll gett yow some prebent 
off y' Bysabope off sarwm wnereby y' shall were a 
gray ammys & all yowre brethers shall be provyded 
tor and shall have s&ruessys and promocyones as shall 
be mette for thame, well sayd y* abbott & sthuke 
upe hys hand, iff I wolde have takyn a c marks a 
yere, I cude have ben stede or thys tyrae, but I 
wyll faste iij days bred and water than take so 
lytyll. My Lorde sayd I, I speke w* y" leate ye shall 
l^de my lorde myche better wbem ye speke w' hym, 
whell aayde he i^yne, yff I wyste what wolde come 
off ytt, I wold be tayne att a poyncte, and thare 
w' be sett hym downe & ette bred & butter & 
mayd me ette w' hym, and afterwarde wrote hys 
letter to my lorde whyche I resayuyd and he bade 

' Beferring ftocording to Father Oagqust to Boms andisooTeied 
instance where Si part of the convent was allowed to stay an in 
the montwter;. There was a fonodation Bt Mai; Aunijrew7ke. 
A. E. 6 
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me Bchew my lorde he wold folow hya advyse, and 
then I wente to y* stewarde y* was off my olde 
aquantaus & dyayde w' hym & thare was most part 
off all the brethyryne off ye howse, wyche sayd w' 
one Toyse, that thay ware all glade to be advysyd by 
my Lorde, and to yelde thare howse & landes ynto y* 
kyDges handes at my sayd lorde & maeteres requests 
& Desyre, where w* I was vere glade, and then thay 
sayd yei knew well yff my sayd lorde wolde take 
y" payns to come to that powre howse thare master & 
thay all wolde surely be ordert by my Lordes advyse 
& counsell yn resynynge of thare howsBe & Iand«s 
ynto y* kynges handed & thus we mayd mere to- 
gethere and departyd w' owt any more wordea to be 
writtyn off any subatans as I wyli take yt apone my 
charge as I wyll anawere hetwyne goode & me, and 
thys lesu send you encresse of honer & harytes ese 
wrytyn at holford the second day of nouembre 

from yowre powre chaplane 
parson off holford 

My lord I dare take yt on lyffe Sc dethe y* dame 
harre poynys can uott deuyse syche a letf^ as ys send 
to yowre lordechype 

' M88. Cotton, Cleop. E. iv. Most of this letter appears in 
Father OaBquet's second voL p. 801. Fiotu Father Oasqnet person- 
ally I had ooosiderable aaaistance in regard to the viitiiie, which is 
obsonie, aa also in many other matters connected with this essay. 
Athelney resigned, 8 Feb. 1638. The Beotor of Holford at this 
time was John Dyceueen (Weaver, Somtri. Imumbertu, p. 373). 
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E. HORD PRIOR OF HlHTON ChaBTBRH0U8E TO HIS 
BROTHER. 

Jhus. 

In OwT Lord Jhsu shall be yovn Salutation. And 
where ye marvelle that I and my brotherae do nott 
frelye and voluntarilie gave and surrendure upe 
owr Howae at the mocyone off the £yng8 Commisi- 
sinara, but stonde stiffiye (and as ye thinke) ob- 
etinatelye in owr opynion, tmlye Brothere I marvelle 
gretly that ye thynke aoo; but, rather that ye wolde 
nave thowght us lyghte and hastye in gevyn upe 
that thynge whyche ys not owra to geve, but dedicate 
to Allmyghtye Qode for service to be done to bye 
honoure contynuallye, with other many good dedds 
off charite whiche daylye be done in thys Howse to 
oure Christen neybors. And consideryng that ther 
ys no cause gevyn by us why the Howse shull be 
putt downe, but that the service off Qode, religious 
conversacion off the bretherne, hospitalite, almes 
deddis, with all other owr duties be as well ob- 
servyde in this poore Howse as in eny relygioua 
Howse in thys Realme or in Fraunce; whiche we 
have trustyde that the Kinges Grace wolde considere. 
But by cause that ye wrytte off the Kyngs hye dis- 
pleasare and my Lorde Frevy Sealis, who ever hath 
byn my especiaUe good Lorde, and I truste yette wyll 
be, I wyll endevere my selffe, as muche as I maye, to 
perswade my brotheme to a confformyte in thys 
matere; soo that the Kyngs Hynes nor my sayd good 
Lorde shall have eny cause to be displeside with us : 
trustyng that my poor brothem (whiche knowe not 
where to have theme lyvyi^) shall be charitable 
6—2 
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looke uppoQ. Thus owr Lord Jhesu preserve yow in 
Grace. 

Hent' X die ffebruarii. 



To hys brother Alen Horde in medjlle Tempulle 
dd. 



Sia Thomas Arundell to Cromwell. 

Hit may lyke youre good lordschip to understond 
that In rydyng downeward to Cornwall and passyng 
by the monaatary off Clytfe hyryng schuche latoen- 
tasyon for the Dyssoluayon theroff and In the cuntre 
opynly brutyd that the kinges hyghnes had att youre 
lordschjpes sute pardonid the sayd monaatary. and 
hauyng now schuche occaayan that I was fayne to 
send up to mast' chanseler off the augmentasion to 
knoe surly whether I schuld Dyaaolue the sayde howse 
for aa moche as I had receved his lettered off dysso- 
lusion for the reaydue in the cownte of Sommersett 
and that as I thynke by sartine lefte oute and for 

' EUia, Orig. Letter; 2nd Beri«B, vol n. p. 191. Hinton 
amrendered, B1b( Mar., 1G88 (App. ii. Eighth Bap. Dep. Eeeper of 
the Public BeoordE, p. 23). Alan Horde wsb a beDcher of the 
Middle Temple, and was reall; half-brother to Bdmnnd. See The 
OeneaUtgiit, New Ser. vol. ii. p. 16, also Mac. Oental. tt Herald. 
'Sev Ser. ToL iv. p. 138. Edmnnd Horde waa mnch reapected bj 
his brethren in the order, and Archbishop Lee and Cromwell made 
nae of him to inflaenoe the CoaveDts. For hie histor; cf. Brewer, 
LetU. and Pap. Hen. VIII. vol. rv. pt. ii. no. 4221 ; Gairdner, LetU. 
and Fop. Hen. VIU. vol. Tin. noa. 402, 778. 901, 1011; vol. n. 
noB. 12, 49; vol ii. no. 76. In vol. Tin. no. 402 ie a letter to 
Cromwell from Horde dated 17 Moroh, 16S6, thanking him for his 
kindneM. 
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lake off Temembnuie« he hauyng att that tyme in 
hand many other gret materes thought I culd not 
omitt nor leve off schuche occasyon but to Desyre 
your lordscbip in the behalfe off all the honest 
gentill mew in that qwa'ter to renve and eftBone« to 
make petyEvon to the kyuges hyghnes ffor the 
stondyng off the sayd howse whenn ther is xvij 
prystes off very honeet lyfe and conversaaion and 
haue kepte all wayes grett hospytalyte to the relyffe 
off the cuntre. so that my lord w'oute doubte yff 
hit myghte plese the kyages hyghnes off his grasius 
goodn«8 to pardon them in my pore mynde his grase 
Bchuld pardone schuche as were as warthy as some 
other and as I perseve the kyiig«« hygbnes had 
sufferid them to haue contynued yff hit had not 
beyne fownd by us that were the kynge^ surveyures 
off gretter valur then hit was sett att the furst 
survey but good my lord ye doo as well know as any 
man that the abbott was not In de&ulte tberoff for 
whea the coUectur came to the abbott for the x"* 
mony accordyng to the furst survey the abbott made 
allwayes awnser that he ought to pay mor and so 
payed accordyng to the later survey whyche was the 
consyderasion that the kynge» was ones so grasyiis att 

{'oure Desyre to the sayde howse wherfor good my 
ord put ones more the kynges hygbnes In reme- 
boranes off his grasius goudnes to the sayde howse 
and they wyll gladly geve unto fais grase one tbow- 
eand markes to be payed at dayes resonabull and 
for your parte ye shall have ther contynvall prayer 
and the narty good wyll off ryche and poure ther 
abowte abydyng and surly my lord I wold haue 

ffvyne the aventur to haue spokyn w* the kyogea 
yghnes savyng I dowtyd that his grase schuld 
haue notyd me to haue byne coruptyd and god 
is my Juge I doo not loke for any rewwd therfor 
for tbe howse is not ryche as I am sure ye know 
and I wold to god that the good Kyog kn^we 
that I know In this mater and then were ther no 
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dowbte but hit schuld be as I wold wyche as our 
lord know«th who send youre good lordschip good 
and long lyfle ffrom saynt colombe In comwall by 
youre own att commandmentt. 

Thouas Abundell'. 



Sib Thomas Arundell to Cromwell. 

In my moste lowlye wyae it may like yo' good 
Lordealiipe to be aduertised that I haue receyued 
yo' honorable lettrea by the whiche I pw^eyve the 
kynges highnes plesur" is that I shulde dyspoasesse 
John Drewe of Bristoll (whom the Chauncelo' of 
thaugmentacons had commaundid me in his highnee 
name to put in possession of the parsonages be- 
loDginge to the late monastaie of Bmton) And to put 
in possession of the said parsonages Master Mores 
Berlteley, whom Immediatelye vpon the receyte of 
yo' Lordships letters I did put in possession of the 
premysses. And wher I thoughte to haue surveid 
the said parsonages (yff the said John Drewe had 
contynewed theryn) to the kynges highnes advaun- 
tage, I do not nowe thinke to sit'vey the thinge of 
any lesse valewe to the behofe of Master Berkeley, 

I MBS. Cotton, Cleop. E. n. Full pwtioiilan of Six Thotoas 
Ainndel will be tbimd in W. E. Bogen'B TA« Strife 0/ tU Botet... 
in tht Wtit, p. 160 Ao. Artmdel wm teoond aon of Sir John 
Arandel, wbb of the Court party, and reoeived Shaftesbot; Abbe; 
thongh a Catholia. He (Jso pnrohssed Wudom. Under Edward 
TI. be WM eieonted tor oonepirine agsinat Hortbninberluid (36 
Feb. U>51-3}. He had been kni^^ted at the coronation ot Anne 
Bol^n in 1683 (Metcalfe, Book ofKnighU, 64). Of. Diet, of Nat. 
Biog, vol. n. art. Arondell, Sir Thomas; alw App. n. Fourth 
Bop. Dep. Keep, ol Pnbl. Beo. p. 280. 
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but even to have the tluDge as it bathe byn before 
tyme valewid, whicbe bo lefte wilbe a right honeste 
thioge. And one of the best as I haue lerned that 
is in all this contrey And I do not dowbte but in bo 
doynge I shalbe P my parte dyscbarged coDsidennge 
that master Berkley hathe it as of the kynges highnes 
gyfte in consideracion of a emeste peny & in parte 
of a recompence of bis eeruyce. And althoughe it be 
tbougbte to dyuerse to be righte profytable yet in my 
opynyon it is not so good as I wolde wisbe it were 
for bis sake as o' Lorde knovethe who send yo' Lorde- 
sbipe good and longe Lyf ffrom Shaftisbury the xxj"* 
daye of Apryll 

Youre lordschipp most bowndne 

Thomas Arundell'. 
[Endorsed] 

S' Thomas ArundelL 
[Addressed] 

To the right boDorable 
and my very einglier 
good Lorde my Lorde 
privy e Seale. 



XXXVI. 

Nicholas Wadham to Cromwell. 

Pleasith it yo' mastersbipe to be aduertised that 
by yo* informacion the kyngea grace hath excepted o'' 
doynga at Tauton in the represynge of the Bebellyoos 
that ther of late wer reysen better then of my parte 
I was worthe, beynge very glade that the kynges 
grace & you do so repute the same, And to my Lytell 

' B. 0. Crom. Coneep., i. 84. 
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powre I faaue ben alweya redy to do his grace shuch 
eeruys ae hath Lyen in me. And ehalbe dewiynge 
my lyf wherfor sir I shall besech you to be so goode 
master to me as to move the kynge that I maye 
haue some thynge to faelpe me w'all nowe in my 
Later days of bys geyfte whate so euer it shall please 
his grace And you for the sw-uya I haue done in 
tyme paste And in yo' thus doyng I tniate partly to 
recon^nse yo' gentylnes besyde* any pleas^ or s«niys 
that Lyeth in me, the which ys AndT shalbe At yo'^ 
commaundyment whils I leyf As knowith o*^ Lorde 
who euer preserue yo' goode mastirshipe, wryten At 
meryfelde the v*" daye of June. 

Youres asurydli 
whyle y leve 
Ntcolas Wadhjm'. 
[Endorsed] S' Nycholas Wadham. 
[Addressed] To the Right hono'able master 
secrytaiye 



Sib Giles Strauqwats to Cbohwell. 

Right honorable and my especiall ^mA Lord 
my dewtie Rememberyd Fleassith youre Lordship I 
haue Beceyuid yo* louyng letter datyd at London the 

' B, 0. Crom, CoTreBp., zlti. 2. There are othei lett«iB from 
Wadliani of the Bome nature Dambered 8, 4, 6, 6, 7, and 6 in the 
Biuue Tolmne. In one there Ib another reference to the Taanton 
diaturbance. In another he asks to have the offioe ot High 
SberiS for another jear. ParticularB of thia family will be fonnd 
in Bogere'B MtKorial* of the We*t, p. 147, <^ 
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ixvij"' day of Januaril wherby I perceyue youre 
Lordship is Informy<l that I haue certayn landes id 
Norffo/ft & SuSolk my Lord truth is I haue noo 
lander ia nather of thes Bhyers wherfore I am not 
Alytill sore that I cannot Accomplish yo' pleasso* 
therin ffor iff I hadde Any Landes ther or elswher 
that lyeth comodiously for yo' Lordeship ye shall 
haue me always conformable According to yo* said 
letter with god is grace who eaer kep youre Lordship 
in much bono^ to his pleasso'' firom my poore hows 
this xix* day of fiabruarii by youres vnfeyiiyd at his 
power 

Gyllzs Stsanowats' kgt 
[Endorsed] Sir Gyles 

St range ways 
[Addressed] 

To the Ryght hono- 
rable my Lorde 
prevay Seall. 

XXXVIII. 
Haket Capell to Chomwell. 
Bighte hono'able and my very good lorde after 
my raoste humble commendacion vnto yo'' good 
lordeBhipp pleasith hit youe to he advertysed that 
one John Bradye a s^uante of myne hath attached 
one Edward Loxton of the parysshe of Obley yn the 
Countie of Somerset, for certeyn heynous wordes 
by hym spoken ageynst yo' lordeshipp, whose accu- 
' B. O. Cmuu Corresp., xli. 16. Cromwell piobabi; had 
dealings with StnngvaiTs u to I&nds in Easez, Cf. Legh to 
Cromwell 10 Ap. 1687 (Lett4. tt Pap. Hen. VIII. 1537, Vol. i. p. 
S98). Aa to the Btrangwaja family see HntohiDs' Donet a. SSI, 
Bir Qilee was a notable man at the Court (cf. Ckron. of CalaU, ed. 
J. G. Niohola, Camd. 8oc.) and 83 Henry VIU. the Abbey of 
Abbotsbnry wob granted to him (of. Tanner, Notitia Monattica, 
Dorset 1.) 



j,=,i,z<,d=vGoogIe 



90 THE SOMERSET HOUSES 

aacion I haue sent vnto youe herein enclosed, and 
I haue caused hym to be broughte before my lorde 
Awdelly m' Forteman and other the kinges Justices, 
who S8 yet haue taken no other ordre w"* hym, but 
comytted hym to warde, tyll yo' lordeshippes pleasure 
herein be ferder knowen. Aud ferder hit may 
please you to be advertysed. That one John Smythes 
another of my senints nathe attached and hrou^hte 
before me A certeyn pryeste vhose name ys Sir John 
lyle curate of the parysehe of -weynketon yn the 
Uountie of Somerset, who trayterously & contrary 
to the lunges injunccions, in his portnes and other 
bookss, hathe not abrogated the name of Thomas 
Bekett and suche other thinges, as more at lardge 
hit shall appere vnto yo' good lordesbipp yn his 
accuaacion, which also I haue sent vnto youe herein 
enclosed, and haue commytted hym to the garole. 
Desiring yo' good lordeshipp to knowelege yo'' lyke 
pleasure therein, which knowen I shall accomplyshe 
by godes grace, who prcsenie yo' good lordeshipp in 
loDge prosperite and helthe, Wyke the xxj'*' day of 
Aprill 

yo" assured to hys little power 
Harky Capkll' 

[Endorsed] [Addressed] 

Herry Capell That a To the righte honorable 

preaste had not put and hys very good 

out of his portnys Tho lorde the lorde pnvey 

Becketes name &c. seale be thys yeveh. 



XXXIX. 

The Abbot of Glasi-okbuby to Cbostwell. 

Bight honorable my singler good Lorde my dutie 
accordingly remembrede vnto youre good Lordeshipp 



DiailizodbvGoOgle 



AND THEIB SUPPBESSION. 91 

pleaseth it the same to be aduertised I haue received 
youre honorable and mooste lovinge lettres dated 
from London the xviij'" daye of Octobre writen in 
the fauo' of your B«7-uante M' Maurice Barkelev for 
the rentes of the ferme of Northwode parke which att 
the contemplacion of youre good Lordeshipp he bath 
taken by leasee of me & my convente My good lorde 
I am and alwayes shalbe right gladde that he shall 
haue occupie and enioye the saide parke accordinge 
to the graunte and leasse made to hym therof with 
all profiles rentes coiuodities & aduantages within the 
same pu-ke with all my harte, trustinge that accord- 
inge to the graunte tnerof he woU thereby require 
none other of my rentes withoute the saide parke. 
My singler good lorde I hartely beaech youe con- 
tynue my good lorde as ye be and alwayes hitherto 
luiue ben And I shall be youre contynuall poore 
bedeman as my mooste bonnden dutie ys duringe 
my lif, by grace of the hooly trinitie who always 
haue your honorable good Lordeshipp in his blessed 
tuicon, ffrom Qlastonbury the xxviij"' daye of octobre. 



Ric Abbatt ther » 

[Endorsed] 

The Abbot of Glastonbury 
The xxviij day of Octobr 

[Addressed] 

To the right honorable and 
myne especiall good Lorde 
my Lorde privey Seals 
good Lordeshipp be this ielivered. 

1 B. 0. Crom. CortMp., rm. 48. 
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The Abbot of Glastosbubt to Osomwell. 

My veray goode Lorde after due recommeodacons 
vnto yo' goode Lordeahipp Thus is aduertisinge 
youe, tbatt where I haue in the right of my 
monastere, certen parkes with game, alwayea at my 
mooste high & souerayugne princes pleasure & 
comawndemeDte in case his grace shulde naue course 
{att his will) in thies parties, & my friendea pleasure, 
which game by diepoyle is moch decayed, as this 
bringer my ffrende can full well declare, whom hartely 
besech yo' good Lordeshipp credite, And in tbatt 
your fauo' &c remedie wbich may be by youre good- 
enes badde, ye shall bynde me gladly to requite the 
same as my Utie power shall extende. Wherof I 
shall nott faile as knoweth Jhesu whoo euer preser-ue 
you in moch bono' Att my poore house of Sturmester 
Castell the xxvj" day of January 

To^ assured bedesman 

Ric Abbott of Glaston ', 
[Endorsed] 

Tbabbott of Glaston 
[Addressed] 

To the right honorable 
9' Thomas Lorde Cromwell 
Lord Prevey Seales goode 
Ixirdesbippe be this delivered. 



XLI. 

The Abbot of Glaston to Cbohwell. 

My right singler goode Lorde after due comen- 

dacoQS, pleaseth youe to be aduertised that I baue 

' B. 0. Crom. Conesp., xm, 17. 
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received youre gentle lettrea, dated the vj"' day of this 
monetb p'porting thimpetracoQ of thadvoussaunte of 
Batcombe in Somersett fhire, together with an ad- 
vousaunte redie writen, which ye deaired to be 
graunted &, sealed vnder oure convente seale. The 
truth (my veraye good Lorde) is, tbatt M' Docto' 
TregoDwell, att his iDstaunte desire & contemplacon, 
hath obteigned the same, for a oygh friende of his, 
that wee cannott accomplishe youre desier therin, 
nor almooste with any suche other tbatt ar worth 
thanke«. But my good Lord we haue one parsonage 
lying farre from vs in North Wiltishire called 
Netilton yett remaynynge in oure handes to gyve, 
the advousaunt wherof wee haue sent unto youre 
Lordeshipp by this bringer Trustinge muche and 
neuerthelesse hartely prayinge youe contently tac- 
cepte the same, which we wolde were as goode as 
anye we may yeve for youre pleasure as knowith o'' 
Lorde God whoo preseme youe in Contynuaunce of 
lyf with moche hono', Att the rude house of Stur- 
mester Caatell the x"' daye of ffebniary 

yo' aone assured 

Ric Abbatt of Glaston* 

[Endorsed] Thabbot of Glaston 
February x" 

[Addressed] To the right honorable 
S' Thomas Cromwell 
Enight, Lorde Cromwells 
good Lordesbippe be this 
aelivered. 

1 B. 0. Crom. Coiresp., xiu. 49. There ie & lettw from the 
Prior of BMh to Orotnwell, dated Feb. 7 1537, in Letters and 
Fapen Hen. VIII. vol. iii. pt. i. no, 560, ffriog Cromwell an 
•imnit; of £5. 
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Robert 

Tomaa 
Tannton. 

Thomu 
Hftm. 
WyUjanj 
Dyer. 

Crjbe. 

Webb. 

SymmjB. 
WyUywn 
Wynter. 

Thom. 
Wyllyam 

Bogerei. 



SORRENDER OF MONTACUTE PrIOHY. 

OmnibuB Cbristi fidelibus ad quos yreseaa scrip- 
turn pemenerit Robertus Shyrbo'ne aliaa Whitloc£e 
prior domus siue prioratws sauctorum Petri et Pauli 
afostolorum de Monte acuto in Comitatu Somersett 
ordinis clunasenws et eiusdem lod eoauentua Salutem 
in Domino sempeternatn. Noueritis nos prefatos 
priorem et conuentum unanimi assensu et consensu 
nostris animia deliberatis certa scientia et mero motu 
nostns ex quibusdam causis iustis et racionabilibua 
nos animas et conacientiaa nostras specialtter mouen- 
tibws ultra et nponte dediaee concessisse ae per pre- 
Aentes damus concedimua reddimus et confirmamua 
IlIustriBaimo principi et domino nostro Henrico octauo 
Dei gratia Anglie et Francie Regi fidei defensori 
domino Hibemioe et in terra Supremo capiti Angli- 
cane ecclesie Totum dictam doiuum siue prioratum 
nostrum de Montague predictam Necnon omnia et 
singula maneriadomamamesuagiaGardinaCurtt^acjria 
tofta terroa et tenem^nta prata pascwa paaturcu Iwa- 
cos Bubboscos redditus Keuercionea semicia molendina 
passagia feoda militaria wardia maritagm natiuos 
villanos cum eontm sequelis Comunias libertates 
Franchesias JuriBdicti(Mi«« officia curias letos Hun- 
dreda visus Fraunci plegii feria mercata parcos war- 
reana« viuaria aquas piscaria« vias Chimiuia vacuoa 
fiiDdos advocacionea nominacione« preseatacion«8 et 
donacioncA ecclesiarum vicariarmn Cantariarum Hos- 
pitalium et aliorum ecclesiasticorum heae&ciorwtn 
quorumcumqu«Eectoriasvicariaa Cantartas penctones 
porcionea annuitat«8 decimas oblaciones ac omnia et 
singula emolumenta per£cua possessiones beredita- 
menta et Jura nostra quecumqu« tarn infra Comi- 
tatum Som«rsett quom intra Comitatum Wiltonis 
DoTsettis Devonie et alibi infra Regnum Anglie 
Wallie et Marchios eorumdem eidem domui siue 
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prioratui de Monte acuto predicto quoquomodo per- 
tinentia spectantut appendenttn siue incumbeafia Ac 
Oflinimodas CliartaB Evideucla acripta muDimenta 
nostra quecumque eidem domui siue prioratui Mane- 
riifl terns tenimeatibus ac ceteris premisais cum 
p«rtinenftbus siue alicui inde parcellae quoquomodo 
spectaufid aiue concemeD^. S.abeadum tenendum 
et gaudendum dictam domum siue prioratum scitum 
fundum circuitum et precinctum de Monte acuto 

Sredicta Necnon omnia et siDgula Uaneria dofnania 
[esuagia terras tenemmta Bectorius vicartos pensio- 
ns porciojies ac cetera pj-emissa cum omnibus et 
singulis suis TpertiaeatSms prefato Invictisaimo prin- 
cipi et domtno uostro Begi heredibus et assignatis 
auia imperpetuum Cui in hac parte ad omnem Juris 
effectum qui exinde sequi poterit aut potest Mos et 
dictam domum siue prioratum de Montt^ue predicta 
ac omnia Jura nobis qualiscuTnqud (ut decet) subiici- 
mus et submittimus facultatem authoritatem et 
pote«tatem nos et dictam domum siue prioratum de 
Montague predictam unacum omnibus et singulis 
Manenis terris et tenement/is Redditia reuersioui&ua 
Bsruictis et singulis premissis cum iuribus et perti- 
nentibtts uniuersis dispoueudts et pro suo hbero 
Regie voluntatis libito ad quoscuTnque usus maiestati 
sue placentt alienandi donandi conuertendi et trans- 
ferendi hu^moc^i disposicioDes allenaciones doua- 
tiones conuersiones et Trans) acionefi per dictam 
maiestatem suum quoquomodo tiendum extunc rati* 
ficantur Bata«qu0 et grataa ac pro perpetuo firoias 
nos habituros promittimua p^r preseotes. Et ut 
premissa omnta et singula suum debitum sortiri 
valeaat effectum ElXedonibua insuper nobis et suc- 
cessoribus uostris necnon omnibus querelis provo- 
cacton^^iM appellactoui2iu« actioaibus litibua et in- 
etanciis aliisque aostns remediis et beneficiis nobis 
forsan et successoribus Qostns in ea parte pretextu 
disposicionig alienacionts traDslacionta et conuer- 
sionw predictorum et ceterorum premissorum quait- 
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tircumqu« competeotum et competiturig omnibtw- 
qu« errori&us metus ignoraccie vel alterius materie 
siue diaposicionibus exceptionibus obiectionibuB et 
allegactontfriM proreus Eemotis et depositia palam pu" 
et expreese ex certa nostra acientia animisqwe Bpon- 
taneis Kenunciauimus et cessimua prout per yresentes 
ReDunciamua et cedimua et ab eiBdein recedimus 
ID hiis Bcriptis. Et Noa prefati prior et conuentus 
ac Bucceasores nostri dictam doinum aiue prioratum 
precinctum acituni mansionein et eccle^tn ue Monta- 
g\ie predictom ac omnia et singula maueria domaa'm 
Mesuagia Gardina Cuitilagia tofta prata pascua 
pasturos boaco^ subboscos terras tenements ac omnia 
et aiDgula cetera premiasa cum aula yiertimntibus 
uDiuersia prefato domino nostra Regi heredibiw et 
asaignatis suis contra omnes genteB warantizabimua 
imperpetuum per presOTitea. 

In Cuius Kei testimonium Nob prefati prior et 
conuentiw Sigillum nostrum commune preaentibus 
apponi fecimus. 

Datum in domo nostra Capitulari de Montague 
predicta xx° die mensis Marcii anno Kegni r^a 
Henrici Bupradicti xxx" 

Captum et recognitum co- 
ram Magistro Guillielmo 
Petre uno clericorum 
Cancel lane dominiKegis 
die et anno supaacriptts'. 

SURRBNDEE OF A FRANCISCAN FbIABT. 

ilemorandum we the Wardeyn & conuent of y* 
graye fryers* of brygewater w' one asaent & conaent 
w'owt any maner of coaccyon or cownaell do gyue 
ow' bowse In to y* handdea of y* lorde vysytor to y* 
kynges vse deayerynge hya grace to be goode and 

1 Aogmentatioii Office, Surrenders of UonaEteriea, eta., 30 
Huoh, SO Heiu7 VUI., No. 158. 
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gracyouB to vs. In wyttenes we subecrybe ow' namys 
w' ow' proper handdea the iiij day of September In 
y* XXX yere of kynge henry the tiij"" 

pffr J me Johonnes Herys gardi" 
per me J Thoniem Howett 
per me Johon wake 
per me BichardnTw B[ams Sacerdotem 
per me gerardum morley baoha" 
per me JohanTiem Co^n 
+ per me andream gocyt 
per me robertum olyuer.' 

I B. 0. Chap. Ho. Bks. B ^ p. 149. Cp. App. n. to the 
Eighth BepoTt of the Deputy Eeeper of Pnblio Becoide, pp. 4, 
&,B. 
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CHAPTEK II. 
The Somebset Monks and Nuns. 

One, surely, of the most noteworthy effects of 
the Suppression was the remingling with the world 
of all the religious. This must he dealt with before 
we proceed to questions of property and remoter 
results of the Dissolution. 

At the outset we must guard against miscon- 
ception. English monks did not lead a life of 
seclusion'. At the present day, when the few com- 
munities which do esist are regarded much in the 
l^ht of foreigners, it is very difficult to realize this. 
Difficult to realize the monk as a traveller ; still 
more, as a jovial, good-hearted companion^ But 
that it was so seems quite certain. Misericord or 
stated indulgence, allowing a mitigation of the 

< Noi did nniiB. See generall; Foebroolie, Som. Arch. Soc.'i 
Proa, vol, ru, p. 93, and Hugo, Med. Nunturiei of Somentt. 
It a odd to find an Angnstine Canon employed ia a, neighbour- 
ing polish to mend vestmeiitB, but it viax probably vioik re- 
qairing n good deal oF skill. For the ioBtuioe see ChuTclnearrUnt' 
Accounti, ed. Hobhoaae (Som. lite. Soc. vol. i), p. 135. The 
village in point was Yatton, and the Canon probably oame from 
WorBpiing. 

' Thor. Bogere es; b that the monks were nnpopal&r, bnt this 
cannot be trne of the lower clasaes. 
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eeverities of the rule, y/aa extended so as to allow a 
great deal of visiting and waaderiiig about ; Wolsey 
found it necessary to restrain the Augustine Canoas 
in this respect Most houses had cells attached 
to them, often at a considerable distance, serving 
to form an excuse for a pleasant holiday. Thus 
we read that three of the monks of Bath were away 
at Bunster when a visitation was made ; and a letter 
of Layton's talks of an Irish cell of the same house 
which would require visiting. It were idle to 
multiply instances shewing that English monks did 
not lead a secluded life but mingled with the people 
around them, often joining in their sports, and not 
unfrequently having quite a reputation as athletes 
or sometimes it is to be feared as topers*. 

Probably these qualities of good fellowship en- 
deared them to their poorer neighbours, and the 
slightness of the ripple which their disappearance 
caused may have been due to their being such good 
friends with the mammon of unrighteousness around 
them. 

The Dissolution again did not come altogether as 
a bolt from the blue. Five years even in slow- 
moving times allows of a good deal of preparation. 
ForeigQ houses would be communicated with, friends 
written to, probably families would offer positions as 
' For a piataresqne deBCiipEioii of all this see Jeasopp, Daily 
Life in a Mediavat Monaitery (HineUenth CmCury, vol. it. p. 100), 
and bis introdaction to the Viiitation of tht Diocete of Norteich 
{Camd. Bo«.}; farther FoBbtooke, Britiih SIoiuKhiem. It seems 
clear bom their nuuea that the brethren of the honses weie most 
largely drawn from the poorer clasBeB. In the Middle Agee of 
course the Choroh was the great engine of social Eidvanoe, in fact 
the onljT one. 

7—2 
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private chapluna to such &s were in orders. Finally, 
the Universities would be sounded by such as were 
learned wbetber there was any opening for new 
professors or tutors. Those, however, who would be 
able to do most in the way of anticipation were it 
is to be feared those who needed it least. This 
brings us a stage further. 

It is a common error to suppose that all the 
ejected monks were pensioned, an error which 
Father Uasquet' has dispelled. The real state of 
the case seems to have been something like this. 
The heads, as a rule, of the smaller houses had 
pensions, their brethren having a choice of two 
courses : " to have their capacities* to live honestly 
and virtuously abroad and some convenient charity 
disposed to them toward their living;" or else "to 
be committed to such honorable great monasteries 
of this realm wherein good religion is observed, 
as shall be limited by his highness there to live 
religiously during their lives'." In Somerset the 
whole convent of Bridgewater, which had an income 
of only £120. 19«. Id., had annuities allotted to them, 
but their case seems exceptional. 

We ought to say something of the way in which 
the pensions were granted. The Commissioners 
when on their rounds had, or thought they had, 
power to settle the amounts of what was to be given. 

' a. ti. US et aeq. 

' i.e. power to serre as prieetB, Q. u. 271. The qoettion of 
the nnmber of monks who were iu ordeiB is not one that can be 
attacked in an attempt of this hind. Most were it i» piobabla in 
some orders although the number of priests might be uuall. 

■ a. quoting B. 0. oh. H. bki. ^, p. 96. 
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There seems no doubt that they used this power 
unworthily, as the large grants to the heads would 
seem to shew, indeed as their own letters also 
clearly imply. This settlement of the pensions, 
proportioned it may be imagined to the stnbbomness 
of the house, was duly sent up to the Augmentation 
OfBce ; occasionally Rich the Chancellor made a 
copy, and on this report the patents were made out. 
The letters from the Commissioners relating to 
Somerset Houses which could be found among the 
miscellaneous books of the Augmentation Office 
have been placed at the end of this chapter. The 
patents then, the title-deeds of the monks, were 
drawn up on a unifoiin plan, only differing in 
wording as was necessary ; the only change in fact 
made being such as the sex of the recipient or some 
special circumstance of the case required. 

Father Oasquet states that the Glastonbury 
monks had no annuity, but the letter printed later 
seems to imply the contrary. But it must be ad- 
mitted that none of their patents can be found'. 
Probably it was not found advisable to absolutely 
trust LaytOQ and his fetlow-workera. 

The uniformity of the brethren's pensions is 
striking, and the slight variations which do occur 
seem, if looked at impartially, very judiciously man- 
aged. An impotent man and one that was old re- 
ceived more than his fellows; a Bachelor of Divinity 

^ An index to the peDuons vill be found in the App. to Report 
XLIX. of the Dep. Keeper of the Pnblie Beooidg. It ia tbere 
stated that the average peaeioo to a monk was about £6. 18a. id., 
which seems rather too high. See pp. 310, 211 et eq. 
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more than a Literate. Those who did get pensions 
on the whole had no great reason to be dissatisfied 
with their amounts'. 

It is not so easy to speak farourablj of the 
treatment of the heads of the houses. We find 
indeed very large sums given, far too latge, gratuities 
as well as pensions. The Prior of Montacute, for 
instance, received in all, capitalizing his pension, 
about £20,000 in our value. There is a most un- 
pleasant suspicion that the head was won over, if 
he could not he bullied into submission, by the 
promise of a bribe in order that he might in turn 
influence the members of his house. This opinion 
has been formed from reading letters such as ap- 
pear in the first chapter, and from considering the 
cases of Bruton, Witham, Montacute and Bath. 
Witham and Bruton were of about the same yearly 
value, why the disparity between the annuities? 
Again, if Bath were worthy of dissolution on the 
grounds that Layton urged, the head was at least 
guilty of negligence. Hia case makes one inclined 
to agree with Fish's casual judgment, which is found 
in the " Supplycacion to our moste soueraigne Lorde 
kinge Henry the Eight " and may be taken for what 
it is worth. It runs: — 

" And yet, notwithstandinge this wante and lack 
of knowleage in Qodes Worde and the euyll which 
commethe manyfestly therof, (the more it is to he 
lamented) there be many popishe monckes, which 

' OraCaitieB veie given oooaBionallj to the monka as well na to 
the heode. At Henton thej had £29. 16>. M. shared among them. 
Heune, pref . to Walter of Hemingbnrgh. 
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late were abbottes, (to whom not tmely raworthely, 
but also vniustely, were geven greate pensyona) and 
Diaoy of tlieir covent monckes, hauinge nother 
lemynge nor other godly qualytyes, (apte, meate, or 
convenyent to be in spirituall paatours) be nowe 
admytted to haue cure of soalea'." 

As the gratuities to the heads do not appear in 
the lists added to this chapter it may be well to 
give a few examples. The Abbot of Athelney bad 
the prebend of Long Sutton. The Master of the 
hospital at Bridgewater £16. 13«. 4d. The Prior of 
Bruton £20 Os. Od. The Prior of Henton £11'. 

Nuns had usually about £3 a year given them 
(taking the whole of England) ; not a large amount, 
but su£Bcient in those days to support a single 
woman comfortably enough. The nuns were as a 
rule of good social position, so that they wanted help 
less than the monks. It is the more surprising, if 
we remember that the heads and members must 
have been of an equally respectable position, to note 
the same disparity in the amounts of the respective 
pensions. Catherine Bowser had fifty pounds a 
year*, her sisters but four, at Bucklond. At Can- 
nington Cecilia Vemey had ten marcs', her sisters 
nothing. Katerine Bulte got £5, but we find no men- 
tion of the rest of the convent, even in Pole's list'. 

1 A.D. 1541, p. 27 (E. Eng. Teit 8oo. Ed.). 

' Token from Heame'sWnlteniBdeHemmgbQTg (really Archer's 
acooont), 

>BeBideBagTBtmtyof£2fi(BeeEugo,Jf(Hl.Nun(,BiiokIand,12S). 

' Slie probtibly cever, aooording to Hngo {Med. Ntau, Canjmg- 
ton, 781, had them paid to her. 

' Hugo, Mtd. Nmu, Hyudhin Barrow Priory, G3. 
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Aa there were but just over thirty professed iiuds 
in Somerset it can readUy be understood how soon 
and how easily they passed out of public notice. 

The number of religious ejected in the county, 
most of whom received pensioDS, is very difficult to 
decide. Those who were living at the beginning of 
queen Mary's reign, when the enquiry was held 
which resulted in the work known as Cardinal 
Pole's Pension Book, will be found at the end of 
this chapter. But many who never received or bar- 
tered away the pensions it would be difficult to trace. 

It may be assumed that Dr Qaaquet is correct in 
saying that friars had no pension but were turned out 
with a few shillings. There were, however, few friars 
in Somerset The Secular Priests at Bridgewater 
had pensions assigned to them in the ordinary way'. 

The Chantry priests may be mentioned here, 
although their turn did not come till the reign of 
Edwatd the Sixth. When they were cast into the 
world they had very ftur treatment. In Somerset 
all had a pension, the average being £4. 5a. lOd* a 
year, whioh, although below the average of what 

> B. 0. Aug. OB. MUo. Bke. vol. 389, foa. 379 et Beq. Of oonrae 
it is obvIonB tbat the after-histoi? of the taonlu depended to a 
large extent on the ordei to vMob the; belonged. The Coll^ea 
of BeoDlar priesta were in a wry diflerent position, for inetanee, to 
that in viaab the oonventa of FranDiBCant! fonnd themBelveB. Dif- 
ferent orders had different objeota and modes of life, aod probably 
were to some extent drawn from diflerent elassea. The diffioulty 
of saving anything about monks in goieral is one which it ie 
neoeuary to bear in mind. [Ct. Leaob, VUltatiom and MottoridU 
of SoMhimtU (Camden Boo.), Intiod. xi. xii.] 

1 Calaalated ftom Green, Introd. to Somenet Chantria {Som. 
JUc. Soc.), p. lix et seq. 
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they received as priests, was a decent allowance; 
and as their continuance, after the fall of the 
religious houses, was decided to be unprofitable, 
there is Uttle fault to be found with the Com- 
missioners who adjusted their incomes. In number 
perhaps there were a hundred at the suppression 
time, 78 of whom appear in the Pension Book a few 
years later, Agianceat the 'Survey 'of the chantries 
edited by Mr Green will shew how intricate the 
chantry system was, and how vast the every-day 
consequences of its abolition must have been'. The 
■ Cp. heie Fish, writing between the snppreBsion of the HonseB 
and that of the Chactriee. *A H[]ppl7i»doD to our moste sone- 
raigne Lorde kinge Heur; (he Eight,' 1G14, p. 42 (E. Eng. Text 
Soo.]. He Bays :- — 'Wliat good oynjle horta wotde not, I baje, 
lament and bewa;le the greate bnrden wherwith this ;onr realma 
(graajoQM Lorde} i» oneroharged through the greate mnlt;tnde of 
ohaonteiy pieBtea, aonle prestet, ohanonB, re^ydenear;eB in oathe- 
drall chnroheB, prabendorjeB, miuicke peuoyonB, morowe mas 
piGBtei, viilBTned ourattea, prestea of gyldes and of tratemyteea, 
or brotherhedes, (ydinge ohaplaynea andinohe other ydJe parsons; 
vhjohe yt the; be well noted, and also what fml« Bpiyngethe of 
them, indfSerentlf valawed, oonsydered, and pondered, it will 
appere totaijteeily to all reasonable and godly wyttes, that they do 
brynge noo maner oommodjto proCett, or vtylyte, other spyritnall 
or temporall, to this your pnblyolte wealths.' Bnt all this eitraot is 
the mere ignorance of one who was writing to please the mnltilade. 
If the introdaction to the Soiioa of Ckurchviarde'Ta' Accoante edited 
by Bp Hobhonse for the Somerset Beoord Society be oonaulted and 
the items in the accounta noted, it will be oleariy aeeii that the 
parochial system was far stronger at the DiBSolution than the 
monastto. Bioh the roonasteries were and their members fairly 
popular with the poor, but it seems that their oonneetion with 
sodal organization has been in many ways exaggerated. The • 
Chantry priests belong to the parochial, and not to the monastic 
system, and merely are noticed here (in an utterly insnfficient 
way) beoAuso the time of their expulsion so nearly ooiucided with 
that of the dissolution of the ni 
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chaotry priests thcD quietly joined their fellow- 
sufferers with, as was DOticed in the first chapter, 
an excellent character given them by their neigh- 
bours. In th^ way, adding the fact that a few 
years had slipped away, we may explain if we 
will the decent maintenance that was allowed 
them. 

The pensioDS in some cases were paid to the 
monks and nmis directly by the Augmentation 
officers ID London, but more usually by the Royal 
receivers down in Somerset, Examples from the 
miscellaneous books of the Augmentation Office and 
from the ministers' accounts have been added to 
illustrate both methods. 

What became of the ejected pensioners ? How 
did they live ? Id what connections do their names 
subsequently recur ? A more important question : 
Were theij pensions regularly paid ? Such questions 
have been oftea asked but to them do satisfactory 
answer has been returned, nor perhaps ever will be. 
The investigation has been pronounced difficult by 
authorities like Father Gasquet, who have struggled 
through the various EoUs of the Courts and left no 
stone unturned in the hope of finding a trace of the 
after-life of the English religious. 

In speculating on their (ate we must not foi^et 
that, whatever may be said to the contrary by 
enthusiastic medisevalists, the monks were really in 
the time of Henry the Eighth bodies of country 
* gentlemen; good-hearted country gentlemen to be 
sure, but in no way much different from the world 
around them. It was just this, to quote a remark of 
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Canon Creighton's', that made tbeir ruin so easy. 
Henry turned on them suddenly and required them 
to prove that tbey were saints. The fact that they 
disappeared so quietly aeems to shew that they were 
much as other men, and, again quoting Canon 
CreightOQ, is evideuce, and strong evidence, that the 
Dissolution ought to be regarded as the result or one 
of the signs of the great social revolution of the 
sixteenth century rather than, as it has too oiten 
been viewed, its great antecedent cause. That the 
monks were good-hearted country gentlemen any- 
one who has not started with a theory to support 
may gather from their correspondence and their 
whole system of life'. Such letters as those re- 
specting the rules of confinement imposed by the 
victors all have a temporal rather than a spiritual 
motive. What are all the charters of abbeys con- 
cerned with but the ordinary affairs of the life of 
a landowner^ It will be answered that these are 
the points of contact with the outside world, and 
that hence they come specially before us, while the 
religious life of the cloister was continued in a 
steady routine of faithfulness. Admit it, and the 
criticism still remains that these temporal interests 
were too vast and their regulation by an easy- 
going corporation a serious cause of national loss. 
Times, again it may be, has been, urged, had altered 
since the days when poverty absolute or moderate 

' To Canon Creighton I am under very great obligations for 
help in m&n J points connected with this subject. 

' Cf. espeoiallf Di Jeseopp's Intiodootion to Viiitattojii of the 
Dioctie of Norwick (Camden Society). 
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had been helpful or necessaiy. But he who urges 
such a plea is od very daQgerous grouod. To him 
it will be said that in modeHiog their life with 
a regard to the well-heing of the country the 
religious houses accepted the position that when by 
general consent that system became burdensome 
it would be dispensed with or at all events altered. 
And no one who does not belong to the class of 
professed apologists will contend that a change so 
memorable, so vital, productive of so much temporary 
misery, and conducted with such heartless brutahty 
could have been successfully carried out in this 
country if the great mass of middle class people had 
not been certain that a change was necessary. 
Spain, Italy, Germany, France, England, have alt 
had their suppressions, and the very horror of it 
in the last two countries seems irresistibly to prove 
how necessary it was. In saying this, we are very 
far from saying that the agents concerned directly 
were national benefactors. They were in fact much 
as this country has always employed in similar 
crises, a set of time-serving hypocrites. The point 
is that they were necessary. 

It was very difficult to travel in Henry the 
Eighth's reign, especially for poor men. One may 
know that from the grants for travelling expenses 
preserved in Mr Qairdner's " Letters and Papers." 
So that the monks could not go far in many 
instances. The independence of the English Church*, 
' The general independenoe is here referred to. Tlut English 
benefioes were oonaUntl; enjoyed b; foreigners of rtoA does not 
prove any Ter; free oommunioatiou. The Bapremac; oaths mast 
have emphasized the English insularity. Still Cleeve had been a 
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aol less than the apathetic selfishDess, to call it by a 
hard name, af foreign houses, must have prevented 
aoy veiy great migratioD abroad. It was a far cry 
from Somerset to Oxford', though there is a report 
based on Wood's account that a good many ejected 
monks went there. We have however a few definite 
records which may now be entered upon. 

The first case we note is that of Thomas Dale, 
a monk of Taunton Priory, who as will be seen 
had the living of St James given to him with 
£8 for his yearly 'wages,* some two pounds ten 
shillings more than his brethren. In the same way 
John Wallis, prior of a cell of Moutacute at Holme, 
had to remain there and serve the cure with a 
stipend a little larger than the pension, which was 
however to be reduced if he happened to be im- 
potent or lame^ Again, in the patent granting a 
pension to John Fowler, a brother from Keynsham 
Abbey, we find the following : 

"Prouiao semper quod ai predictus Johonnes 
ffowler miasam singulis diebuA dominicis et diebus 
festinalibiM in ecclesia sanc^e margarete in charleton 
in dt'cto comitatu nostro somerBet celebrare recusauit 
quod tunc et deinceps idem Joharmes ha&ebit gaude- 
hit nisi quinque libras sex solidos et octo denarios 
annuatim de dicta pencione sex librarum tresdecim 

oell of Beo: but that wm a merel; fiuancisl relation, latterl; not 
even that, and Bmton and Contauaes had some sort of oonnection ; 
«ee Sum. Jicft. Soc. Proc, xix. 95, 

^ It is interesting to read the account of a many dsye' joume; 
into Backs (rom SomerBet to resettle paapers very long after 
Henry Vni.'s time. . 

' See the illaBtrations Bt (he end of this chapter. 
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solidorum et quattuor denariorunt aliquo in pre- 
sentibtM id contran'um inde non obstatu*." 

Thus fiar vre are on firm ground ; the followiog 
nuBt not be accepted as more than mere possibilities. 
Where we fiod a monk of a certain name, and on 
searching discover that someone of the same name 
was instituted rector or vi<»r of some parish in the 
county a year or two later, the similarity is not 
a very strong argument in favour of identity. 

Thomas Powell then was a monk of Bath, and a 
man of the eame name was presented to the rectory 
of Tellisford in 1554', It appears that one Richard 
Webb de Bekington was part-owner of the advowson, 
and the idea suggests itself that he may have been 
a connection of John Bekington, a brother monk of 
Powell's, and that hence would come the presenta- 
tion. The identity is much surer in the case of 
William Clementt. He wae also of Batb, and almost 
certainly the same as the William Clement who 
served St Mary's, Batb, from 154>1*, notwithstanding 
a slight difference in spelling, which no one will 
weigh too heavily who remembers that in the first 
chapter Hord, the prior of Hinton, spells bis own 
name differently from bis brother's. One would 
have expected that Robert Walahe, the prior of 
Bridgewater, would have been allowed to continue 
to hold the rectory of St Andrew's, Northover, 
which he had obtained as early aa 1506*, but it 

' B. 0. Aug. Off. Miaa. Bka. 338, to. 130. 
i WeaT«r (from Hugo's tisa.], Sonuntt lacumbaM, 197. 
> lb. 284. 

' lb. 161. He maj' have been too old; he mart have been 60 
Kt the Ditsolntion. 
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does not appear to have escaped the spoiler. 
Perhaps Robert Fysher, returned as deacon at 
Bridgewater, was the Robert Fisher who in 1554 
was made rector of St Michael's, Puriton'. Four 
years later John Mors, who had been a novice at the 
same house as Fisher in the Supremacy times, was 
appointed to Compton Pauncefoot, which rectory he 
held till 1589*. Then again John Dunster, S. T. B. 
who was rector of All Saints, Kingsdon, in 1556*, 
may have been fifteen years or more before that 
an inmate of Bruton, but the addition of the degree 
makes against his having been such. The precise 
spelling of names as before remarked is not of much 
account, a fa«t which may excuse the following 
suggestions ; no one will consider them in any other 
light We find from Hugo's list* that a certain 
Thomas Genyngs obtained the living of Norton 
Fitzwarren sometime after 1542, that he was de- 
prived for reasons unknown, and again that he was 
restored alter 1534. There is no impossibility in 
his being the same former Benedictine of Athelney 
vho subscribed to the supremacy as Thomas 
Genynges. In the same way, only with less proba- 
bility, the John Pauly of Glastonbury, as his name 
is written on the Supremacy acknowledgement, may 
be proved to have afterwards in 1558 appeared on 
the list of rectors of Hinton St George as Jo, 
Pawlet*; the two spellings are common enough at 
the time at all events. Keinton Mandeville had 
a rector John Ciybbe', and Montacute had a 

' Weaver (from Hngo's uae.), Sonteraet IneumbenU, 171. 

* lb. 72. s lb. 118. * lb. 409. 

' lb. 887. • lb. 118. 
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Cluniac John Crybe. One is much more certain 
when we come to Wells, for it seems probable that 
the Ric. Clarkson who held the vicarage of St 
Cuthberts Wella &om 1530' until his death was 
none other than the Clerksou who waa master of the 
Hospital of St John Baptist there. The pensions 
are in some cases a guide ; John Symmes, the Vicar 
of Ashcott from 1558 till 1586, must hare died at a 
great age if he be the same as Symmys of Montacute, 
but the latter was not apparently an S. T. R, 
judging from his pension when he was discharged, 
which a vicar of Yeovil* of the same name in 154? 
was; and hence the latter identity is less probable 
even than the former. The same may be said as to 
John Dove marked, when at Witham as in orders, 
who had not the degree to identify him with the 
rector of Farnborow in 1554'. We may reasonably 
decline to enter upon the question of the John 
Smiths'. It will be remembered perhaps that when 
the Commissioners for taking the surrenders arrived 
at Hinton, they were much concerned about one 
Nicholas Ballard, whose temerity in denying the 
king's supremacy could only be excused on the 
supposition of his insanity. He appears' to have 
been kept in confinement for a time by Sir W. 
Hungerford, but as he is found on the pension list 
his insanity must have gained the day. It is not a 
very common name, and no doubt he was the 
Nicholas Ballard who for a very short time after 
1557' held the vicarage of Lockyng, 

' Weaver (from Hugo's msb.), Incnmbenti, 478. 

2 lb. p. 228. ' lb. p. 366. * lb. pp. lOS, 206, 415. 

' Gaaq. ii. note to p. 300. ' lb. p. 128. 
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Several monks became for a short time chantry 
priests. In two cases the fact of their having been 
members of a convent is expressly mentioned in the 
Survey, John Benet for example at Langport', and 
John Spicer at Wellington*, the one from Glaston- 
bury, the other from Bmton. From the same 
authorities we surmise that John Pytte serving a 
chantry in St James's, Taunton', may have been the 
former sub-prior of Bath. He is described as " clerke 
of the age of Ixiiij yeres, a man of honest conversa- 
cton." Of the few absentee chantry priests, one, who 
ought to have been at South Petherton, is noted in 
the Survey' as William Dyer, Clerke. He may have 
come from Montacute. But there seems every 
reason against supposing that John Mychel, the 
large-incomed prior of Witham Charterhouse, needed 
the £4. 5s. lOd. which was paid at Crewkerne to a 
chantry priest of the same name°. The latter was 
in 1548 eighty years of age. 

It is unfortunate that more cannot be known of 
the Assizes in Heniy the Eighth's last years. If 
there were any records the names of some of the 
pensioners would be sure to appear. As it is the 
Bolls of the London Courts are all that can be relied 
on in a general way, and for this work they have not 
of course been attempted. It is understood however 
that such efforts aa have been made in the hope of 

' Green, Somtrttt Chantriei, p. 115. 

s lb. p. 28. » lb. p. 9. * lb. p. 35. 

' lb. p. 6. Some certainty would be given to these ^)ecuU- 
tioDs by comparing them with the registera of the Bishops of Bath 
and Wells, (ranBoripts from wbioh are preseired in the British 
Museiun. 
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tracmg the religious have not met with success 
proportioned to the trouble involved, not such at 
all events as to eocourage anyone who is writing a 
mere sketch to attempt anything of the kind. 
Incidentally a few more particulars may be noted. 
The monk at Bniton was examined at London, as 
we have seen, and if Fish haa the slightest founda- 
tion for his assertion a number of those in orders no 
doubt felt the weight of Henry's arm. The paasi^e 
referred to runs thus : 

' The remenaunt of the sturdy beggers (uot yet 
weaded out) do daylye in theyr writynges, couDsels 
and preachynges stere us thereunto'. For what 
meane they in their sermons when they lament the 
great discord and miserable estate of this our tyme, 
wishinge that all thynge were nowe as it was xx 
yearea since : but that they woulde have a Pope 
pardons, lightyng of caudels to Images, knockyng 
and knelyng to them with running hither and 
thither on pilgrimage'." 

At Mary's accession a few Somerset Caxthusians 
from Witham and Hinton reassembled at Sheen 
under Chauncey, four Benedictines from Glastonbury 
gathered round Feckenhamat Westmiuster*. Perhaps 
a few became schoolmasters, though they had fewer 
opportunities of following that profession than might 

' That is, "to rebel agajDBt ;onr highueese our moat natural 
tOTxerajoe imd leage lorde." 

• Supplication, p. 270, B. M, copy. 

> Qasij. II. p. 186. Cf. Petre, English Collegu and ConvetiU on 
the Contimnt (ed. Hneeiibeth) p. 8S. Jobn Mitohel the foimer 
prior of Witboni, who had been one of the asgietsnt viliitorB, re- 
tarned to Sheen. Cf. Hendrike, The London Chorterhotut, p. 2B2. 



DiailizodbvGoOgle 



AND THEIB SUPPRESSION. 115 

liave been supposed, for the best of reasons, namely, 
that there were very few schools. Some were of 
good family, and therefore were preserved from want. 
Tbe chantry priests were well off in the amount 
of their pensions'; judging from their names too 
they would occasionally find influential friends ; the 
report of their characters is so good that they can 
have made but few enemies. This destruction of 
the chantries must have, taken with the disap- 
pearance of the monasteries, accentuated the diffi- 
culty of dealing with younger sons, a difficulty which 
would press very heavily now that the practice of 
&rming an estate by a landlord and bis family had 
died out'. 

From the ministers' accounts and the Augmenta* 
tion Office Books', it can be gathered that the 
pensioners very soon decreased in number. A great 
many died shortly after the pensions were granted, 
some could not get to the Receiver owing to age or 
distance ; many, immediate and pressing want com- 
pelled to sell their patents for ready money, generally 
small in amount. The abuses in the payment were 
such that the Act 2 and 3 Edw. YI. was found to be 
necessary and a commission was appointed'. Finally,, 
we have Cardinal Pole's celebrated list which was 
made in 1553, 

' Qieeu, lutrod. to Sam. Cfuaitriei. 

' Th. Kogen, Eeon. Inttrp. of HUtory, iii. 264. 

* A oareful aooount of tlua subject will be found in Oasqnet, n. 
463etBeq. 

* Ouq. II. 46S et wq. 
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Attempt has been made to illustrate this chapter 
in the transcripts which follow : 



POLLAED MOTLE AND LaTTON 

TO Cromwell. 



Pleasithe hitt yo' lordeshippe to be aduertised 
That sitheus o' Ltee Last dyrectide vnto you from 
Glaston we have dayly fownde and tryede cute bothe 
money and plate hyde and muryde vp in wallis 
vauttis and other secrett placis aswell by thabbott as 
other of the conventt And also convaiae to diuerse 
placis in the countrye. And in case we shoulde here 
tarry this fortnigthe wee doo suppose daily to in- 
crease in plate and other goodis by felse knaves 
convayde. And emonge other petty birberies we 
have fownde the twoo threserors of the churche 
monkia w' the ij clarkis of the vestry temporall men 
in so arraunte and manifesto robery, that we have 
commyttide the same to the Jayle. At o'' first 
entree into the threser house and vestre also we 
nether fownde Jewellis plate nor omamenttis auf- 
ficientt to serve a poure parishe churche wherof we 
colde not a littell marvill. And therupon ym- 
mediately made so diligentt enquirye and sercbe 
that w' vigilante labo' we rauche Jmprovide the 
same. And have recoveride agayne into o' handes 
bothe money plate and adomamenttis of the churche, 
how muche plate we knowe not, for we hade no 
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Jeysu' yet to wey the sam^, but we thinke hit of a 
grete Talewe and we iDcrease itt more eaerj day 
and shall doo as we euppos for o' tyme here beinge, 
we assure yo' Lordeshippe that thabhot and the 
monkis forsaide have ymbecclyde and stollyne as 
muche plate and adomamentaiff as wolde have suf- 
ficede to have begone a new abbay. What they 
mentte therby we leve itt to yo' iudgmentt. wether 
the kyngia pleasu' shalbe to esecule his Lawis vpon 
the saide iiij'' p^rsones and to myuister them iustice 
accordinge to their deserter or to extende hia mercy 
towardea them. And what his maiesties pleasii' is 
hitt may please yo' Lordeshipp to aduertese vb 
therof. The house ia greate goodly and so pryncely 
as wehauenotsenethelykew^iiij parked adioynynge, 
the furtbermoste of them but iiij*^ myles distaunte 
from the house, A grete mere whiche ys v miles 
«umpas beinge a myle and a haife distante from the 
house well replenishied w' greate pykis, bremes, 
percfae, and roche, iiij faire mano' placia belon^nge 
to the late abbott the furthermost but iij myles 
distante beynge goodly mansions. And also one in 
Dorsettshire sx myles distante from the late monas- 
tery. We have dispachyde the s^unttis w' their 
halfe yeres wagies gevinge humble thankis to the 
kingis maiestie for the same. The monkes also 
withe the kingis benevolence and rewarde And have 
assigned them pentyons. We finde them very glade 
to deporte moste humbly tbankinge the kiogis 
maiestie of his grete goodnes moste graciously 
showyde vnto them at this tyme as well for his 
jpiacis rewarde as also for their pentyons. Cattell 
we intende to sell for redy monney and to letowte 
the pastures and demeynes now from mighelmas 
forthe quarterly vntill the kingis pleasure therin be- 
fiirther knowyne to thenlente his grace shall lease 
no rente for tnabbott hade muche pasture grounde in 
his hande, Other newys we knowe none but that 
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almighti^ god have you in his tiiijtion ffrom Qlaston 
this xxviij day of September, 

Yo" to comauad 

Rtchakd Pollaed 
Thomas Moyle 
Ric. Latton'. 

[Endorsed] 
The comissyoners for the 
suppressing of Glastoa 
Abbay certefyinge the 
imbecelinge of plate 
ther &c. The comenda- 
con of the 
BuildiDges 
Mano' howses 
Farkes 
Meares &c. 

[Addressed] 

To the ryghte honorable 

and our singuler good 

Lorde my Lorde prevy 

seale 



Rtchahd Pollaed to (Cromwell). 

Pleasyth it youre lordshyp to be Aduertysed, 
that syns my laate letter sent vnto youre lordshyp 
hearyng date the xv daye of nouembre, thesame xv 
daye the late Abbott of Glastonbeiye went frome 
Wellys to Glastonberye & there was drawyn thorowe 

1 Letters and Papers, Hen. Till. Box 1 for 15Sg, no. 109. 
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the towne apon A hurdyll to the hyll callyd the 
Torre wheare be was putto execueon Att wycn tyme 
he askyd god mercye & the kyng for hya great 
offenays towardes hys hyghenes. And Also desyred 
my s^uDtes theQ beyng there present to se the 
execucOD done that they wold be meane to my lord 
presydent & to me thatt we shold desyre the kyngea 
bygheites of hys mercyfull goodaes & in the waye of 
charytye to forgyve hym hys great oflfensya by hym 
commytted & done Ageynate hys grace And there- 
apon toke hys deathe very pacyently, & hys hede & 
body bestowyd in lyke man^ As I certyfyed youre 
lordshyp in my last letter. And lykewyse the other 
ij monkys desyred lyke forgyvenea &. toke there 
deathe verye pacyently, whose Sowilys god pardon. 
And where ^ I att my last beyng Wyth youre 
lordshyp Att london movyd youre lordahyp for my 
Brother paulett desyryng youre lordshyp to be A 
meane that he myght naue the surveorshyp of 
Glaatonhery wych J dowt nott but he wyll vse & ex- 
cercyse tbesayd Offyce to the kynges moyste profytt 
& Aduntage & youre lordshyppes goodnes herein to 
hym to be sliowyd ho shall recompense to hys lytle 
powere. I Assure youre lordshyp he bathe byn 
very dylygent And dyuers other by hys meaoys to 
serve the kyng Att thys tyme Accordyng to hys 
dewtye & ryght so was Nycholas fytzJames John 
Sydnam & Thomas homar youre aenjates. Also thys 
ye to aduertyse youre lordshyp that the late abbott 
of Glastonherye Afore hys execucon was examyned 
ApOD dyuers artycles & Jnterrogatoryea to hym 
mynystered by me but he cowld Accuse no man but 
hym selfe of Any offense Ageynst the kynges 
hyghnes nor he wold confesae no more goold nor 
syluer nor Any other thyng more then he dyd Afore 
youre lordshyp in the Tower, my lord Russell takythe 
hys Jomey this present daye frome Wellys towardes 
london, I suppose hytt wylbe nere Crystmas before I 
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shall haae surreyd the lande« Att Olastonberye & 
takyne the Audyte there other newes ! knowe none 
Ab knowythe god who eaer preserve youre iordahyp 
frome Wellys the xvj daye of Nouembre 

Yo' ossuryd to commaDd 

Btchard Pollard'. 



Russell to Ceomwell. 

Right honourable and my verey good lorde. 
pleaseth youre lordeshipp to be aduertysed that I 
haue receyued youre lettres dated the xij* daye of 
this preasent. And vnderstond by the same youre 
lordeshipps ereate goodnes towardes my friende the 
Abbott off Peterborough for whome J haue ben ofte 
bold to wryte vnto youre good lordeshipp. raoste 
hartely thankynge yo' lordeshipp for that and all 
other youre goodnes . that I haue founde at youre 

f;ood lordeehipps handes . euenso deeiering you my 
orde louge to contynew in the same. My lords 
thies shalbe to asserteyne that on thursdaye the 
xiiij"" daye of this present moneth, the Abbott of 
Giastonburye was arrayned, and the next daye putt 
to esecutyon, wyth ij other of his monkes, for the 
robbyng of Giastonburye churche, on the torre hyll 
next vnto the towne of Glaston, the seyde Abbott«« 
body beyng deuyded in fower partes, and heed 
stryken off , Whereof oone quarter stondythe at 
Welles, a nother at bathe, and at ylcheeter and 
brigewater the rest And his hedd vppon the Abbey 
gate at Glaeton ; And as concemyng the rape and 
burglary comytted, those parties are i^l condempned; 
and fower of theym putt to ezecucyon at the place 
of the act don . whiche is called the Were, and 

1 MSB. Ctotton. Cleop. E. IV. 
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there adiudged to hange styll in cliaynes to th- 
euaample of others, as for CapoD oone of the seyde 
offenders coodempned : I haue repried according to 
yo' lordeshipp3 letters '. of whom I shall further shew 
vnto you, at my next repayre vnto the courte. 
And here I do sonde yo' loraeshipp enclosed the 
names of thenouest that pa^ed on Whytyng, the 
seid abbott: wniche I ensure you my lorde is as 
worsshipfuU a iurye as was charged here thies many 
yerea And there was never seene in thiea partes so 
greate apparaunce as were here at this present tyme 
and never better wyllyng to serue the kyng. My 
lorde I ensure you there were many byllea put vpp 
ageynat the abbott by hys tenauntes and others, for 
wronges and iniuryes that he hadd dune theym : 
And I commytt yo' good lordeshipp to the keapyng 
of the blessed trynji:©, from wellea the xvj daye of 
Nouembre 

Your owen to comTnande 



Bruton. 

The names of thabbott of bnieton and his bretber 
w"" there offices and pensions by thaaaignement of 
my lord prevey seale 

John Elye Abbott iiij" 

Rich, bogye prto' vij" 

Kich. bushop supprtor vj" 

Rich, herte chamberer batcheler of diainitie i....yj" 

John gyle fermerer t" vj' ■viij* 

' HSS. Cotton. Cleop. E. IV. Th«se three letters it has been 
thought best to print, tbongb the? more properlr belong to the 
£ret ch&pter. 
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Tbomoe Eton Cellero' t" vj' viij* 

John Danster Chaunter batcfaeler of dinnte vj" 

Robert Welles staerd v" rj' viij' 

William burges fraUrer v" vj' viij* 

William wylton Chaplea batcheler of Lawe vj" 

Bich. Stacye v" vj* riij'* 

John Harrold v" vj" viij*^ 

Hewe bacWell scolera in oxon »j" 

John Spicer v" vj' viij'' 

John Castelyne v" vj' viij* 

Kick ttlvorde v" vj' i-iij* 

Thojus Crumwell'. 

The late monastery of mountacute in the 
couktie of somebs'' 

Hereafter ensueth the pencons Appoynted & 
assigned to the late pn'o' & covente of mountacute ' 
aforsayd by John Tregonwell W" Peto' & John 
Smyth the kyngee graces commissioners ther that 
they & euery of theyme to haue one quarter of a 
yeres pencon at the fTeaste of thannuncyacoD of 
o' lady nexte comynge And at the ffeast of Sapite 
michell tharchoungelT then nexte foUowinge halffe a 
yeres pencon & so to be payd from halne yere to 
balflfe yere duringe there lives 

that is to saye 
ffnrst to Robte Whitloke at Gibbea prto'...iiij" & he to 
haue for his dvellinge house for terme of Liffe a 
mancon place w* the garden adioyninge sett & 
beioge in eate chinake whiche house the sayd late 
pWo' of late buylded. 

I B. 0. Ang. OS. miBo. tiki. vol. 345, p. S3. Anotlier list of 
the Bniton Uonki and their peosions may be found on p. 330 of 
the Mine vcdnme sigoed b; Bichtod Byehe. 
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Itm to R6bt« wftirener Bubprii/ xij" 

Itm to John Cogen viij" 

Itm to Thomas Tawnton al chiswaye vij" 

Itm to ThouiB huone vij" 

Itm to William Dyer vj" xiij' liij* 

Itm to John Crybbe vj" xiij' iiij'' 

Itm to John Webbe \j^ xiij" iiij* 

Itm to John Clerke prid' of malpace vj" xiij' iiij* 

Itm to Kobt© Briande ...vj" xiij' iiij* 

Itm tp LawrenB Herforde vj" xiij' iiij* 

Itm John Walles prio' of the cell of 

holme is appojoited to aerae the cnre 

of holme & he to haue yerly for his .^ ,.,, ....^ 

labo' viij". And if he happon to be ■* J J 

Impotento or lame then he to haue 

yerly for hia penoon 

Itm to William wynter cvj' viij* 

Itm to John palle ......cvj' viij* 

Itm to John Symes cvj' viij* 

Itm to William Crise c" 

Itm to William Kogers iiij" xiij' iiij* 

Thoms Crumwell 

Somme of the yerly peoeions ) .."^ .,, .. .... 

aforsayd ^ ciiijvj" vj- vnj* 

Jo Thegonwell 
William Petre J 
John Smyth' 

Pencions appoynted by the kingca highne* 
comyssioDers to the late prior and coventt of the 
Burrendryd howae of charterbowse wyttam in the 
countie of 8om«r3ett the xv"" day of marche in the 
xxx"' yere of the Reigne of o' soueraigne lorde king 
henry the viij"' and they and euery of them to haue 

1 B. 0. Aog. Off. misc. hkB. toL 245, p. 73. 
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one quarters pencton att thanncacion of o^ ladie 
next cuntyng and att the feast of aajnt mychell 
thaTchauDgell next after that one halfe yeres pencoD, 
and BOO from halfe vere to halfe yere duryng there 
lyves and the lyfe of eiiery of them 
That is to nay 

ffurst to John mychell prior xxxiij" vj' viij* 

To John Wele tj" xiij' iiij* 

To John Dove AJ" xiy' iiij' 

To Jolm Smytte vj" xiij' iiij' 

To Thorns Segeforde vj" xiij' iiij* 

To John Ciyffe vj" xiij" iiij* 

To John LawBon vj" xiij* iiy^ 

To Nyeolaa lychefylde Impotent Tiij" 

To John mychelaton ^^ xiij' iiij* 

To Richard Woodnett viij" 

To John Mylett vj" xiij' iiij* 

To Abiett haleH vj" xiij' iiij* 

To Thrustone Hyckemans late proot«r vitj" 

Tohugh Bytt xl' 

To John Swanato xl» 

SMtn of the yerely 1 .,, .. ...^ 

pencons } «"" ^ ^"J 

Thomas Cbumwell 
Jo Teeookwell 

WiLUAM PeTRE 

JoHS Smyth' 



Bathe. 

Here ffoloweth the yerely pencons or annuyties 
graunted by the kinges bigbnes to the prior and 
bretherne of the late surrendred howae of Bathe, 

1 B. 0. Aug. Off. mi«e. bks. yoI. S4G, p. 91. 
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And they and eu«ry of them to haue there halfe 
yeres peDCon at tbanuncacon of o'^ lady next cumyng 
whiche shalbe in the yere of o' lorde god a tbowsand 
fyve bundreth xxxiz'^ and hoc from halfe yere to 
halfe yere during there lyvea and the lyke of euery 
of them. 

that IB to say. 
fiurst to William holewey' prtor for hU yerely I „ 

petLOon in mone I 

more is appoynted to hym for his dwelling howse ' 
ODe tenement sett and lying in stallM strete 
w4n the sonthgate of bathe wherin one Jeffrey ■ xx' 
Stayner lat«ly dwellyd being of the yerely 

rente of 

To John pytt supprior ix" 

To Richarde Griffith prior of the Celle of Dunster.-.Tiij'' 

ToThomoe Bathe" impotent viy" 

To NychoUa Bathe ° bacheler of devynite viij" 

To Alysaunder Boyaton' vj*' xiij" iiij*^ 

To Uicharde lyncolne' vj" 

To John Bekenton' vj" xiij' iiij*" 

To Thorns Powell v" 

To Richarde Gules' v" tj' viij* 

To Thomas Worcet^r"" v" vj' viij* 

To Willm Clement v" yj' viij* 

To John Arleston' vj" 

To John Edger^ v" vj viij* 

To Edwarde Edwey' v" vj' viij'' 

To Patrycke Vertue" v" vj* viij'' 

To John humylyte" v'' vj* viij* 

To John Gabriell" v" vj' viij"* 

■ alioi Gjbbs. * Oopten. ' Jobben. " Bull. 

* Bjgge ala Lincombe. ' BomestOD. ' Qybbi. 

*■ StjUsnd. > Browne alt AdeUUa. '^ Qoibmj. 

' Style. " Arolier. " Colyti. • Style, 
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To Williom Bewaohyn v" yj' viy* 

To John Benet" v" vj" viij* 

To John Paoyence' iiij" xiij'iiij* 

Thohs Csumwell 
Jo Treoonwell 
William Petre^ 



Saynt Jones in Welles. 

here ffoloweth the yerely pencions or Annuyties 
graunted by the kiQges highnes to the master and 
bretheme of the late surrenderyd howse of Saynte 
Jonea in Welles And they and eu&ry of them to haue 
one balfe yerea penct'on at thanuncacon of o' ladie 
next cumyng w"" ghalbe in the yere of o' lorde god a 
thowsande fyve hundretb sxxiz" and boo from balfe 
yere to balfe yere duryng there lyves and the lyfe of 
eue?y of tbem 

that is to say 
fiyrat to Bychard Clerteson m' for hia yerely pencon . . . xij" 

To Willtam markes iiij" 

To John Dyte liy' iiij' 

To John Camyoke iij" vj" viij^ 

sume xxij" 

Thoms Crumwell 
Jo Trrtonwell. 
Wylliam Petre J* 

f Pamell. i Long. These alusea are taken from uiothK 
list, fo. 110, in (he same volame, which wag probably made for Bioh. 

> R. C. Aug. Off. misc. bits. mil. 246, fo. 109. 

' B. 0. Ang. Off. miso. bks. vol. 215, p. 111. Another list, 
piobabl; Hch's, at fo. 21S of the same vol. 
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BOEBLOND. 

here ffoloweth the yerely peccions or aimuyties 
grauntyd by the kioges highnes to the kte pn'ores 
aod Nunnes of the Is^ surreadryd howse of Bucke- 
lond in the countie of Soraer-sett. And they and 
euery of them to haue there halfe yeres pencion 
at thannucactoD of o' ladye next cumyDg whiche 
shalbe in the yere of o' lorde god a thowsande fyve 
huDdreth xxxix", and soo from halfe yere to halfe 
yere during there lyvea and the lyfe of euery of 
them 

That is to say 
fiiirst to Kfttheryn Bowser prtorease for her yerely i 

pencon J 

To margaret Sydnain suppnorea iiij" xiij* iiij* 

To Julyan Kendall iiy" vj' viij* 

To Jone hyll iiij" 

To Aqqo plumm-w iiij" 

To Thomysyn Huatyngton iiij" 

To Katheryn pophtun iiij" 

To Anne Mannaell iiij" 

To mary dodyngton iiij" 

To Ales Emerforde iiij" 

To Jane Babyngton iiij" 

To mary mathew iiij" 

To Agnes mathew iiij" 

To Isabell Evene iiij" 

To Sr William mawdedey 1 
confeBsorandprofesayd in there order/ ^ 

8wm of the yerely) ..„ 

penaious J •■ 

Jo Treoonwell 
William peh^e' J 

1 B. 0. Ang. Oft. miw. bki. vol. 215, fa. 138. 



DiailizodbvGoOgle 



128 tbe somerset houses 

Tawnetom. 

Herafter eDSuytb the uatnys of the late prior & 
covente of Tawneton in the countie of aomffrs' with 
the Aunuall peucioos Assigned vnto thetn by vertue 
of the kynges bighnes comission the zij daye of 
ffebruary in the ssx" yere of the reigne of o' aouereigne 
lorde kynge henry the viij"' the furst payment of 
the eaide penctbns & euery of them to betgynne at 
the ffeaste of thannunciacon of o' blessid lady next 
comyng for one halfe yere & so to be pude from 
halfe yere to halfe yere duryng ther \ySes 

that is to saye 

Williom Willtamis prior Ix" 

Williom Gregory x" 

William Baylye *j" liij" iiij'' 

Nicholas Benuue TJ" 

John heywarde cvj' viij* 

Thomas Dale cvj* viij'' Aod seruinge 

the cure of Saynt Jamys in Tawneton to hane for j 

hifl yerly wageg viij" Acoomptynge his pencon > 

for parte of the same ) 

Thomas mathewo c^' viij' 

William parson cvj' riij* 

John Waren cvj' viij* 

William Bynnesmede cvj" viij ^ 

William Culronde cvj' viij* 

John Cockeram cvj" viij* 

Thomas Crumwell' 
Jo Tregonwell 
Wylliam Petre 
John Smytf 

' B. O. Ang. OfE. misc. bkfl. vol. 245, fo. 144. There is another 
liet made and aigued by Bich on p. 216 of the «ame volume. 
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Pensions assygned to the late master and 
Brethou of the surrendryde house of Seynte Joones 
in Brydgewater. And they and euery of theym to 
haue their halff yeers pencion at Thanunciacon of 
oure Lady next comyng whiche shalbe in the yere of 
onr Lorde godd A thousonde vc zzzix and so from 
halff yeer to halff yeer duryng the lyffe of eu«*y of 
theym 

ffinite to Bobt« Walshe maater xxxiij" vj* Tiij' 

Itm to Thomaa Coggyn iiij" 

Itm to Bicharde Kymrydge iiij" 

Itm to John Colde iiij" 

Itm to John Wyll iiij" 

Itm to Roberto ffysaher iiij" 

Itm to John Woode xl* 

Itm to John Mors xl' 

sume Ivij" vj' viij* 

Rtchard Btchb* 



Qraht of a Prebend to the late Abbot of 
Athelnet. 
Bex omnibus ad quos &;c salutem. Cum nuper 
monastmum de Athelney in comitatu nostio Som«r- 
aet iam dissoluatum vnde quidam Bobertus hamlyn 
tempore dissoIucionU illius & diu antea Abbas inde 
fuit No8 volentes ro^oabilem Annualem pen- 
ct'onem siue promocionem coudignam eidem Boberto 
ad victum exhibictonem & sustentacionem suam 
melius sustinendam prouideri Sciatis igitur quod nos 
in consideracione pr«missorvm de gra^ nostra speciaU 
ac ex certa scientia & mero motu noatne per aduisa- 

1 B. O. Ang. 00. miw. bka. vol. 246, io. 314. Aa to Bieh 
elected Butin Bich of Leeze in the Coonty of Ebbsx, of. Pooodk, 
TmMet comucUd vith tlie Praytr Book of 1M9 (Camd. 6oo.}, 
P.W. 

A.E. 9 
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mentum & consenaum cancellarii & consilii curtae 
AugmentactoQum reuenctonum corone nostre dedimus 
& coDcessimus ac per presentee damus & coDcedimus 
pre&to Roberto prebendam de Sutton infra ecclesiam 
cathedralem Wellonen^ in comitatu prafato Ac om- 
nia meauagia t^rraB teuement& posaessiones p«rficua 
commoditates & emolumeata quecumqve eidem pre- 
bende ^uoquo modo upectanfta siue pertinentia Da- 
mua ectam & pro consideratione predtcfa concedimus 
prefato Koberto quandam annuitatem aiue anualem 
pencionem quinquaginta librarwm sterlinorMni ba- 
Dendam tenendom & gaudendam prebeodam predic- 
fam cum pertinentiia prefato Boberto & assignatts 
suis a feato aancti micboelia Archant^efi vltimo 
prflt«rito ad tcrminum vite ip«iu8 Boberti vel quoua- 
que idem Robertus ad vnum vel plura beaeficia 
eccleaiastica Biue aliam promoctonem condignam 
clari annui valoria segaginta librarum aut vltra p^- 
nos promotua fuerit abaque compoto aeu aliquo alio 
perinde oohis heredibus vel succeHsoribua nosfria 
redendum aolueodum vel faciendum Ac hoftendom 
gaudeudain & annuatim percipiendom dictam an- 
nuitatem quinquaginta librarum prefato Roberto ad 
t«rminum vite sue predi'cie vel quousque idem Bobtua 
vt prefertur p«r noa promotua fuerit tain per manus 
Theaaurarii muencionum Augmentaci'oDum Corone 
no^tre pro tempore esistent« de theaauro vostio in 
manibus auia de reuenctonibus predt'cfia remanere 
contingentibuA quam per manua Beceptorum exitio- 
rum & revencionum died nup«r monaatertV pro tem- 
pore exiatentium de eiadem esitibua & reuencwwiibus 
ad festa Annunciactonis heatae marie Virginia & dicti 
micha«Iia Archan^e^i per equates porciones annuatim 
aoluendam Eo quod expressa mencio &c In cuius 
rei &c. 

Teste Bicoi'O Bicbe milite apud Vfestmonast^um 
yicessimo quarto die ffebruarii Anno regni nos^ 
triceaaimo 



DiailizodbvGoOgle 



AND THEIR SUPPRESSION. 



per ca.Qcetlarium Sc consilium pr«dicta virtute 
WBjrranti predtcti' 



Grant of a pension to a Canon of Kbtksham. 

Rex omnibus ad quoa &c salMtem Cum nuper 
monasten'um de keynsham in comitatu no^ro somer- 
set iam dissoluatunt vnde quidam Thomas Parker 
tempore dissolucton^ inde Sc diu antea canonicus 
ibidem fuit nos volentes roiionabilem annualem 
eidem 



suam melius sustinendam prouideri Sciatis igib' quod 
nos in conslderacione preraissorMwi de graiia nostra 
spectali ac ex certa sciencia & mero motu aostris per 
aduisameutum & coosensum cancellarii & consilii 
eunoe Augmentacionum reuencionum corone nostte 
dedimus & conceasimus ac per presentes damus & coq- 
cedimus eidem Thome quandam annuitatem siue an- 
nualem pencionem quinqwe librarum sex solidontm & 
octo denariorwm sterlingorwm hotendam gaudendam 
& annuatim percipiendam eaadem quinqu« libraa ses 
solidos & octo denarios prefato Thome & assigna^ 
suis a festo sancti michoe^is Archan^^i vltimo pre- 
terito ad termin-um & pro terraino vite ip«iu8 Thome 
vel quousqwe idem Thomas ad vnum vel plura 
beneficia ecclesiastica aiue aliam promocionem con- 
dintam clari annui valoris quinque librarum sex 
aolidorum octo denariorMwi aut vltra per nos promotus 
fuerit tam per manus Thesauri reuencionuw Aug- 
inentacionum corone nostre pro tempore existente de 
Thesauru Doatro in manibus Buis de reuencionibuA 

Ksdictis remanere contingentt&u« quam per manus 
tceptom esitnum & reueocionum dtcft nuper mo- 
naaterii pro tempore existenfts de eisdem exitibus & 

' R. O. Aug. Off. misc. bka. vol. 3Sa, fol. 106. 
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reneDCtonibuA ad feeta Anounciationia heatae marie 
vir^inis & dtcti michoe/is Arcbavgdi per equales 
porctones soluendam eo quod expressa mentio &c. 

Teste Kicardo Biche milite apud westmoiuuterium 
duodecimo die ffebniarii Anno regni noetri tricestmo' 

p^ coDcellarium & consilium prsdicta virtute 
Warranti predicts 



Notes on some of the Miscellameous Books 
of the anohentation office. 

Volume 232 of this series is composed of Patents 
granting pensions to the members of various dissolved 
Houses. It contains, however, only the following 
which are concerned with Somerset Religious : folio 
29 one patent for Cleeve : fo. 35 one patent grantii^ 
the prior of Worspring a pension of £12 a year: 
fo. 36 a eitnilar grant of 20 marks to the prior of 
Barlinch : fo. 39 a Bimilar patent giving 10 marks to 
the prioress of Cannington : fo. *8 another to the 
Prioress of Mynchinbarrow of 100/- yearly. The 
date of all these is 28 Henry VIII. The latter part 
of the volume, however, contains the patents of the 
year following. 

Volume 233* is also composed of patents, but 
contains more of those granted to Somerset people 
than the former. They all, like the others in this 
volume, belong to the year 30 — 31 Hen. VIIL, and 

< B. 0. Ang. Oft. mi«a. bks. vol. 308, fol. 117. 
* Op. Gwq. n. 467. 
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may be catal<^ued thus. Folios 106, 106 Atbeluey 
7 patents: fos. 115, 116, 117, 118 KejiiBham 11 
patents: fo. 120 Keynsham 1 patent: fos. 121, 122, 
123, 124. Bath 21 patents: fos. 190, 197, 198, 199, 
Montacute 16 patents : fo. 207 Montacute 1 patent: 
fo. 221 Wells 4 patents: fos. 235, 236, 237, 238, 239 
Bruten 16 patents: fos. 242, 243, 245, 246, 247 
Hinton 23 patents : foa. 247, 248, 249, 250 Witham 

15 patents: fos. 269 and 319 patents for Fulten, 
wrongly stated to be in Somerset: fos. 276, 277, 
278, 279 Taunton 12 patents: fos. 279 and 280 
Bridgewater 8 patents: fos. 284, 285, 286 Buckland 

16 patents. 

Volume 234 is mainly filled up witli York and 
Lincoln patents, it has none concerning Somerset- 
shire monks or nuns. 

Volume 236 has no Somerset pensions. 

Volume 236 the same. 

Volume 237 relates to the Pilgrim^e of Grace. 

Volume 238 full of leases &c., but not relating 
to Somerset. 

Volume 239. Pensions for those at Kingswood, 
Edingten, Marlbrougb and Beaulieu. 

Volume 240. Nothing concerned with the county 
of Somerset ; chiefly grants of annuities to those at 
Hide and Maidenbradley. 

Volume 241. Fouuttuns, Durham, Mollefont, 
Blancheland, Shapp and other northern pensions, 
but also CukerHand Sec, in the south. 

Volume 242. Flexley patents; some wardrobe 
accounts. Rumsey, Valle, Sarum, Twynham, St 
Swithin's Winchester, St Augustine's Bristol and 
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Biadenstoke patents. Grants to Seymour in Qlou- 
cester, Wilts and Hants. 

Volume 243. Indentures of the time of James I., 
of all parts of England. 

Volume 244. Patents for pensions of 28 Hen. 
Vni. Fo. 109, July 7, 20 marks to John Berwick 
at Barlynch. Fo. 110, Not. 20, 10 marks to Cecilia 
Vemoy of Canyngton. Fo. Ill, 2 July, 40 marks to 
Wm. Dovell of Cleeve. Fo. 112, 13 Feb.. 100/- to 
Katherine Bulle of Mynchinbarrow. Fo. 113, 2 July, 
£12 to Roger Turmynton of Wurspryng. 

Volume 245 contains lists of monks such as 
those which occur on pp. 121, &c. They are the 
memoranda from which the patents were made out. 
All relating to Somerset are included in the pages 
just referred to. 

Volume 246. Pensions to the members of follow- 
ing houses ; Hull, Wenlock, Chester, Shapp, Boles- 
ton, Newcastle, Durham, Masbam, Albalanda, Holy- 
stone, Alnwick, Mount Grace, Whitby, Watton, 
Menye, Selby, Nun-Appleton, York (St Mary), Foun- 
tains, Ardington, Eirkleigh, Pontefract, Kirkstall, 
St Oswalds, Hampall, Burton, Gisborne, Shrews- 
bury. 

Volume 247. Patents for chantry priesta 



The following accounts of Payments of Pensions 
at the Augmentation Office in London are all that 
concern Somerset which remain in Augmentation 
Office Miscellaneous Books 248 and 249, at the Record 
Office. 



DiailizodbvGoOgle 



AND THEIR SUPPRESSION. 

Volume 248. 

The late monastery of Mochelaey. 

John Manfelde ffyrste payde the xviij'" daie of ffeb- 
niary A" xxxiij''" vnto Joha Manfelde clerke 
v" whiche was due vnto the sayde John for his 
hanlf yeree anuyte ended at the n&iyvyte of oure 

lorde god last paste 

Item payde the xsj** daye of novembre Anno' 
xxxiiij"" vnto the same John manfelde v" for his 
haulf yerea anuyte due vnto the said John at 
the feast of mydsomer last paste 



The monastery of Hynton. 

Willm Horde Item payde the xxvij"" daie^ 
of October Anno xxxiij'*' vnto WilKam 
horde xxvj' viij* for bis haulf yeres ■ 
anuyte due at the ffeaste of thannun- 

ciacton of o' Lady laste paste 

It«m payde the x"* daye of October Anno " 
xxxiiij"" vnto the same william xxvj' vjij'* 
for bis haulf yeres anuyte due at the ' 
feaste of sayncte mychell tharchaungell 
last past 

William Davys Item payde the ij''' daye of" 
maye Anno xxxiiij'" vuto Williom Davys 
xiij' iiij'' for hia haulf yeres anuyte dui 
thannunciacion of o' I^dy lust paste .. 
Item payde the xvj'" daye of novembrel 
Anno xxxiiij*" vnto the same WUliam 
DavyB xiij' iiij* for hia haulf yeres pencion V xiij' iiij'' 
due at the feaste of saynte mychell the 

Archaugell last paste J 

Sum iiij" 



xxvj' Vllj" 



XXVJ' viij- 
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The monastery of Eeynsham. 

Robert Smart f^rst payd the xxix*" Daye of 
marche Anno xxxuj°'° vnto Robarte Smarte 
iij" for his haulf jerea anuyte due at thannun- 
ciaoionof o' Lady last paste 



Item paydo the xv"* daye of novembre Anno! 
xxxiiy" vnto the same Kobarte Smarte iij" for [ 



his haulf yeres pencion due at the feaste of 
sayncte mychell thorchungell last paste . . 
Sttm TJ" 



The monastery of Clyra 

Rauff Qybbes fiyrst payde the xiij"' due of Julye 
Anno xixiiij" to Rawff Qybbes xxx" for his 
haofif yeres annnyte dewe at the natyvyte of 

Sayncte John Baptist last past 

Item payde the ix"* Dale of ffebruary Anno 1 
xxxiiij" to the same Bawff Gybbes xxx' for I 
his haulf yeres annyte due at the feast of 
sayute mychell last paste J 



r m" 



The late monastery Clyve in the Countie of Somerset. 

John Webbe Item pude the xm''' dale of flfebmary' 
Anno xxxdij"" vnto John vebbe somtyme Reli- 
geouB there xl* for his quarters pencon due at 

the natyvyte of oure Lord god laste paste 

Paid the xviij"" of Julie Anno xjtxiiij*' vntoT 
John webbe for his haulf yeres pencion due at r il^j" 
midsomer Lust paste J 
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Pd tlie xxix"' of novembn ©odem anno for his ) 

quarters peactoa Due at michelmaB Last paste f 

Slim viij" 



The Late charterhous of hyaton. 

John bagecrofte fTjrst payd the v"* daie of m&ye' 

Anno xxxmj*° vnto John bachecrofte Late 

Religeous of hynton iiij" for his haulf ^eres 

penctou due at thammnctaxnon of o' Lad^ laate 



Item pajd the viij"' daye of noTembre Anno 
xzxiiij" vnto the Bam« Joh& Baoheoroft iiij" for 
his hanlf yerea pencton due at the feaste of 

Bayncto micbell tharchangell htst paste 

Sum viij" 



The monasterye of Taunton. 

John Tregounyll ' p«r maniM Johannis howe Item I 
paid the xviij* daie of Januarys Anno xxxiij*' 
vnto John Tregonwell Dooto' in lawe xx' for r xx' 
his haulf yeres anuyte due at the natyryte of 

o'lxird Laste J 

Item payde the xx^ daie of Julye Anno xxxiiij*" 
vnto John Tregouwell Docto' in Lawe xx' for 
his haulf yeres anuyte due at the feaste of 
aayute John Baptist Laste paste 

William Glascok Itm payde the iiij"' dale of Julye 
A" xxxiiij** vnto William Glascok xx' for his 
haulf yeres anuyte due at thanunciacion of o' 
lady laste paste „. 

^ The Tisitor John TregoDwell. 
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Item payde the xxiiij*'' daye of October Anno' 
kxxiiij*' vnto the same Willtom Olucok xx' for 
liis haulf yereB anuyte due at the feast« of 

saynte michell tharcbaungell la^te paste 

Sum iiij" 



The monastery of mouotacute. 

TIio ptfToey ffirate paide the siiij*'' daie of 
Septembre Anno xxxiij"" to Thomas 
Perey gent, ii" vj" viij* for the arrenges 
of one anayte of Iiij" iiij'' by yere due 
for iij yerea and a haulf ended at Uian- 

nunciaoon of o' Lady last paste 

Item poide the xxviij*^ Daie of novembre *] 

Anno xxxiiij*" to the same Thomaa percy 

xxvj' viij* for his hadf yerea anu* due \ xxvj" viij* 

at the feaate of sayncte michell tharch- 

anngell last paste J 

Swm x" xiij' iiij* 



ix" »j* viij* 



Vol 249. 

hyntoD late Charterhowse. 

John Bagerosle by yere viij" Paid to him ^ I 

the xiij* of Aprell for his halfe yeres I , 
pencion dew to him at Thanunciotion of 1 

o* ladie last J 

Paid to him the xyj"* of October for hb"! 
halfe yer«s pencion Dew to him at michel- Y i 
mas last paste J 
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Witham late moo. 
ThomftB Bristow b; yere ' 
»j" TJ" viij'' Paid to 
him the xxviy" of 
marche for his halEe 
yen pencton Dew to 
him at Thannncto- 
tum of o' ladie last 

Paid to him the xvj* 1 

of nouemb' for his 

halfe yeres peocyon i iij" iij> iiij' 

dew to him at Mich- 

elmas last past j 

Philip hasford by yere xl" Paid to him the 
Mvij'" of marche for his halfe yeres pen- 
cioa doe to him at Thanunoyacion of o* 

ladie last past i^e som of 

Paid to him the iij'' of September for his 1 
halff yeree peooyon dew to him at Michel- t xx" 
mas last the som of J 



John Sudbury by yere v" vj' viij*"! 
Paid to him the xx"" of Aprell 
for his halfe yeres pencuMi dew f Iiij' iiij' 
at ThajMnaiatwri, of ower ladie 

laste J 

Paid to him the xxiij*>< of Octo- ' 
ber for his halfe yeres pencion 
dew to him at MicWmas laste 
paste 



■ Iiij' iiij"^ 
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Annuities grauntyd out of diuers late monasters and 
paid in Anno xzxvij'°° R R Henrici octaui. 
Taunton. 

John Ti'egonwell by yere zl' Paid to him the I 
xj'" of marcbe for hia halfa yeres Annuitle r xx.' 
dew to him at Gristmait last the Bom of ... J 
Paid to him the ucviij* of June for his"! 
balfe yeres annuitie dew to him at Mid- r 
eomer last the Bom of ...J 

[On sheet xsxj of this vol. 249 an Annuity for one 
Mansfelde of £10 a year out of Muchelney is found, 
but he was not in all probability a monk nor was tlie 
sum paid in xzxvij Hen. viij.] 

Hynton. 

W" Horde by yere liij* iiij* Paid "\ 
to him the xzviij*" of marche 
for his halfe yeres Aunuitie } xxvj" viij* 
dew to him at Thanunctotton 

of o' ladie J 

Paid to him the xviij"' of octo- 1 

bar for his halfe yeres anaultie r xxvj" viij* 

dew to him at Michelmas laste J 

Baphe Gybbes by yere iij" Paid to him the "1 
taste of October for his halfe yeres annul- r i 
tie dew to him at Thaxiunciation laste ... J 
Paid to him the xij"' of December for bis ] 
halfe yeres annuitle dew to him at \ xxx' 
Michelmas laste J 

Athelney. 
W" Ingland by yere xj" Paid to him the xij* ofl 
ffebruary for hia quarters annuitle dew to him ( 
at Christmas the some of J 
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In volume 250 (38 Hen. VIII.) the accouDta 
cease as regards Somerset. There is a mention of 
Wm. Sudbrie of Bath with the sum of v" vj" viij* 
which he ought to have received, but did not receive. 
His n&me wfta more probably Godbuiy aL Edger, 
In thia volume there are very numerous payments 
(59) in respect of Sion. But it fully bears out the 
inference that the pensions, where paid at all, were 
mostly paid by the receivers down in the country. 

In volume 251 (2 Edw. VI.) there are one or two 
Somerset pensions, and so in later volumes, but when 
we get even ao far as vol. 252 the total number of 
pensions paid at the augmentation office is very 
small 

The following is an extract from the ministers' 
accounts. It is rare to find, at least in the case of 
Somerset, any but the head of the house mentioned, 
which taken with the fact that very few pay- 
ments were made in London, confirms the opinion 
often expressed that the pensions were in many 
instances either not claimed or not piud. Probably 
a good many accounts are missing. The rolls which 
do remain are in splendid preservation and very 
carefully drawn up. They represent from year to 
year the accounts of the newly acquired monastic 
property of every kind. As grants are made by the 
king of this or that manor or rectory the roll of each 
monastery becomes less and less, and hence the 
whole history of the confiscated estates is to be found 
in these rolls taken together with the particulars for 
grants of each year. 

In Min. Accts. 28, 29 Hen. VIII. No. 186, there 
is a similar series of pensions to that which follows. 
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Extract from Ministeks' Accounts 30 — 31 
Hen. VIII. SoMEESET. No. 224. 



Et in denariu p^ predtctom 
oompxUatumem Bolutu pro pen- 



cone Kat«rine Bowcher nnper 
Atibisaam ihidem (ui Hi p«r 

iiijli liiJB iiijd 
annum marie Sidenham ad iiijli 
xiijs iiijd p«r annum Julian 
iiij li Tii viijd 

KenditU aj iiijli vje viijd per 

iiijli iiijli 

annum Jobon&e hille Anne 

Plnmbe Thomasine Huntingdon 

iiijli iiijli 

KaUnae Poppebom Anne Mann- 

feld Marie Dodyngton Alicie 

iiijli iiijli 

Hendfbrde Johonne Wapmyton 

iiij li iiij li 

Marie Mathew Agnele Matiiewe 

EiUzabethe Creue and William 

maundeeleigb cuiuslibit etyrum 
ad iiij li per annum dictum aibi 
couceBBOS pro termino vite suae 
per litems patents* diet! domini 
Re^ datfu sub aigillo cariat 
Buae predicbae x.'°" die maii 
anno R^fM Henrtct viij xxxj™' 
Habendum et p«rcipiendum pre- 
dictom pencton«m A SesAo An- 
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iKXTteiaeionig b«ate marie vir- 
gtnM vltiiDo pret&nto usque 
terminum vita eorum sol ad 
festum atmcti michofiB Arcb- 
ang«li & Amianoiationem beate 
marie virgtrttg equia porotontfrtui 
prout in eiedem litem patenft- 
bu8 plenius continetur viz in 
allocattone huju»iao(& pencione 
virtut* Uterarum predictarum 
pro vltima medietate huina An- 
rnii vnacam liij 11 xs de K^ardo 
aiue Dono Dtori Domini Ri^is 
per.eaadem litems patenfM em- 



Etiii pencione aolutw Jobanni ' 
Langdoa olerico csMtuario ibte 
de pethertoQ ad TJli xiija iiijd 
per Annum sio Bibi conoesM 
pro termino vite suae per luden- 
turam inde inter ipntm Js nuper 
Abbiaaam ibtcfem coufectwn 
cuius datiM eat penuUimo die 
octobrM Anno Domtni u d 
xrvj*" salvia ad iiij" Anni ter- 
minos prindpaUg equie porcto- 
aibut prout in eadem Indentora 
plcmiua oontinetur viz in alloco- 
tione inyua laoifi vigore Inden- 
turae prsdiotoe pro I quartero 
huiaa Anni finit ad fieatum An- 
tmnciationu beatoe marie infra 
huius compoeUumis Ao- 
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EtiopenciontiBolutaJohdmni 
Sporkeleigh capellano de mi- 
ohelereche a.d Ixi^a viijd per 
annDm sic sibi dc succetgoribut 
mtit iaperpefuum conoessa per 
quandam compoBttionmn inde 
oonfeotam sub Bigillo dtcri nuper 
prioru & couenttw ib»(ieta Be- 
ceptor osteaa ic minime adhno 
Bestitutom Bolom ad iiij" aoni 
tenninoB priua Viz in Allooa- 
tioae hiyW modi penconiB vir- 
tufe ccmposittonw pr«dict«M pro 
I quorterio huiua anni finit ad 
fiiwfum aananeiationis heatae 
Virginia infra tempus hujua 
mocfi compomttonis accidens 



CAEDINAL POLE'S PENSION BOOK'. 



Comitatus Somerset. 

Mauricii Barkeley tnilitu 
capitalis Senesco^li omnium 
terrarum et posaeaaionnm nuper 
Taoaaaterii predict p«r li(«ras 
patenfe« iMiper Abbo/ia et Oou- 
venttM ihidem per annum 



J- 



yjli xiijsii^d 



r, Q. B. MimeUanmuB Booka, YoL 83, folias 
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Johanais Wilmau per annum IxTJs viijd 

WillM^mi BJiyea p«r annum Ixvjs viiijd 

Johonnis Byrde per annum vjli xi^s iiijd 

"RicartR Qibbea per annum Os 

Willte^i Cowper per annnn* ...itijli zi^B iujd 

Thome Howe pw annum iiijli 

Johanuia Tregonwell' per annum xU 

Edwsrdi Leyceto' per annum xlyJB viijd 

Willieimi Crowche p«r annum iiijli 

Johannis Pytte per annum iiijli 

Thome Gierke per annum liijaiigd 

Johonnis Pitte nuper monacht ibu^em per 

annum iiU 

Ricardi Gryffithe per annum viyli 

Johonnis Bekingeton per annum vj li xiij s iiij d 

Alexandrt Bull per annum tjH xiiJB ii^d 

Bricomfi Qibbes pn* annum Ojs viyd 

Willte/mi Clement per annum Cvjs viijd 

Edwardi Edwaye per annum Ctjb viijd 

Johanais Stile per annum Cvja viijd 

Patricii Araher per annum Cvjs viijd 

Thome Stilbonde per annum Ctjb vi^d 

Johimnis Pemet per annum Cvja viijd 

Willie/mi Bewshin per annum Cvjs viijd 

Johannis Longe per annum iiijli zuje iiijd 

Thome Appowell per annum ^li 

JohonniB Browne per annum yjli 

Ricar<fi Bigge per annum vjli 

Johonnis Symondes mo^tri Hoepitalia SancA 

Johannis Bapfute in Bathe per Annum 

Ixvje viijd 

1 A vidtor; it will be noticed how often his name ocqutb. 
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Johaanis Horsey jailUit Capitolia Sen- 1 
escaOi omnium poeaeuionum nupM* ""^Iwii, 
natUrii pradicA pifr Itteros patente* abba- | 
^ et coQventtM ibidem per uumin J 

Johannu Cnffe subsenweo^i et~ 
AuditoTM ibM^em p«r Scriptum Ab- 
haiia et ooDvenlu« predicii pet* An- 

JohanniB Fenne per annum Ixvja viijd 

Thome Nonnan p«r Hnnnm liija iiijd 

Edithe reltote Johonnis Dudley per auuam ... 
liiJB iiijd 

Johannis Bevyn p0r annum liije ii^d 

Thome Phillippea p«r annum liija iiijd 

Johannia Morles p«r annum xxa 

Johannia Tregold p«r annum Ixvja viijd 

Johannia Tregonwell per annum Ixs 

Thome Peroye per annum liija iiijd 

Kob^^ Qibbea aliaa Whitok' pnoiia iiijli 

Bob«rti Warren per annunt zij li 

Thome Taunton per annum vij li 

WiUWmi Dyer per annum vj li xiij e iiij d 

■TohtmniB Orybbe per annum yjli xiij a iiijd 

Johannia Webbe per annum ijli xiijs ii^d 

Jobannis Gierke per annum vjll xiija ii^d 

Willw^mi Wynter per annum Cvja viijd 

Johannia Fawley per annum Cvja viijd 

Johannia Symmea p«r annum Cvja viijd 

Willie^mi Creae per annum Ca 

Jobrmnia Rogera per annum ...iiijli xi^a iiijd 
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Johonnis Ely© aahaeiutccUli "l 
omravin poBseBsiontMn nuper , 

,. ,. . VxiHli TlSTOld 

monastera predict* per Bcnp- i ^ - •> 

tAtm abbofis et ooxtvealug j 

FhtZt^i Homer Auditom omnium 1 
pOBBesMonum predictorum per acriptum I- ids 

.dicti abbatifl et conyeatue J 

JohanuiB Palmer per aimam Ixvjs viijd 

JohanniB Wadham per annum xls 

Johonnis Tregonwell per ananm xls 

Hichofoi Gilbert per annum \jli 

Hngonis Sherwoode per annum Oa 

'Richaird Harte per annum vjli 

BicarcA Bushoppe per annum yjU 

Johonnis Dunater per annum TJli 

Hugonis Blackewell per annum vjli 

Eicorii Alforde per annum Cvjs viijd 

Willieftni Burgh per annam Cyjs viijd 

Boberti Welles per annum Ctjb viijd 

Ricortft Stacye per annum CvJB viijd 

Jobonnia CaBtlyn per annum Ovjs viijd 

Johonnis Harrolde per annum O^s viijd 



Jobannis Wadham armt^eri 
capitalia seneecafli ibtciem per 
Bcriptum AhhatiB et convenfiu 
ibWan Jli'j. viijd 

Johonnis Soper Auditoris ibi- 
dem p«r Bcriptum dicCi Abbotis 

CtaivenftM 

Johonnis Tregonwell per annum xls 

Willieimi Oatiowe olerioi per annum xxxs 

Johannin Wadham per annum vijli 

10—2 



J,a,l,z<,d=vG00gIf 



THIS SOMERSET HOtTSKS 

Thome Hoisbe per umum xls 

Johannis Hodgeaon pM* annum xU 

WillMfmi Porteman per anuunt xls 

Rogen Bluet mil*^ par annum zIb 

Henrici Seymour per annum xls 

Johannis Hethe per anniun xxrjs vi^d 

Tbome Foxe per annum Cs 

Jacobi Dier per auanm xxs 

Johannis Bitfordp^r annum Os 

Willteftni Grenton p*r annum Is 

Johannis Tregonwell per annum IxB 

Willtelmi Olastoke per annum xls 

Nicholai Beram per annum vjli 

WUl»e/mi Bajlie per annum vjli xiys iiijd 

Johannis Warren per annum OvJB viijd 

JohanniB Haywarde per annum Ovjs 

Johannis Ookeram per annum 0»]S 

Willte/mi PorBona p«r anniim Orjs 

Willie^mi Biynesmede p«r annum Cyjs 

Hugonis Paulet militw oaptfolia BenM--| . 
cofli ihidgra per soriptum Convenfiw J 

Johannis Cuffe Junioru Anditorul 
omnium poBsessMmutn predtctorum per j-xxs 

oonsile scriptum J 

f Willie/mi Porteman per annum xxs 

Johannis Master p«r annum iiijli 

Alexandri Foppehame per annum xxs 

Willie^mi Michell per annum xzxljs 

Ricon^l Cribbell altos Kymridge p«r annum . . . 
iiijli 

Roberti Fyssher per annum iiijli 

Johannis Mors per annum xls 

Thome Woode per annum xls 

JobonniH Wille per annum iiijli 
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AlexatMfri Fopham oapitolM aeneMoflil 
ihidata p«r soiiptutn Ahhatis et convenftM r Cb 

per annum J 

Supradtofi Alexandri Fopb«m per {umiun 

Tjli xiijsiiijd 

Johonnis Tregonwell per annum ., ii^Ii 

Willie2mi Forleman milt^M per annum 

xx^a viijd 

. Jobannia Butler per annum xiija iiijd 

Johanne Hille per annum ii^li 

Thomaein« Huntingdon per annum iiijli 

Katerine Fophame per annum iiijli 

Anne Manndefeld per annum iiijli 

Joiianne Bavington per annum iiijli 

Eliaabethe Greae per annum iiijli 

Agnete Mattiere p«r annum iiijli 

Willt«2mi Mandesley Clericf per annum ...iiijli 




Jofaannis S'lowe milt'tf* capi- 1 
tolifl Sensfco^Ii per Scriptum I . ... , 
1 Abbatia et conventtM ibidem \ 



Thome Hache capitalu seneaeallil 
J tocius naper prforofu^ predicfe per ^zxb 
scriptum abbotiB et con ventu« J 
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^cardi Mahoo Reoeptoria genaralul 
ibufem per 8oript«M» abbotia et oowvbu- >C» 
tu» per anntun J 

JohoftniB Soper Auditorw ihideai perl 
oooBiltum Bcriptum abbotis et convenhM r zls 

ibidem J 

Johonuis Tuchet milt^ domioi de Awdeley ... 
xxli 

Johonnis Catoote per annufn iiijli 

Johonuis Chappell per annam xla 

Johannis Tregonwell per aunutn xls 

Thome Gierke per annum xls 

AlexoTwiri Popham per annum xtJb TJijd 

Edmundi W^BOure p«r annum xzs 

Johonnis Hilley per annum xls 

Willtefmi More per annum xxa 

WiUtefmi Englande per annum ^li 

Boberti Hamlyn nnper abbotis ibidem per 

annum .....Hi 



Boberti Kdgai- per annum C» 

Henrin* Poyningee per annum Os 

, Thome Jenynges per annum liilsiiijd 



Johannis Windeham milttw de 
orcbarde et Johannis filii sut 
seneecoW omnium posaesnonum 
ibidem in coiaitatu Devonie et 
Comubie per ecriptnm ntiper ab- 
botis et convenfiu ibtoinn per 
annum 



xxTJs viijd 



BiconJi Colle Reoeplorie et Anditorisi 
ibtdem per scriptam eiuacJem monasferti... / 
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Edwardi Walker p09- annum iiijli 

Margarets reJtcte Willieina Priest per Annum 

IxTJsTiijd 

Riaardi Brampeton per annnm xxvja riijd 

Johonne ukotm Hennct Morwoode p«r annum 

zxyja viijd 

JohtmsiB Windeham militM per annum zls 

Johomnis Tregunwell per annum xxs 

Hugonis Stephen per annum liiJB iiijd 

WUlM&ni Dovell abbotiB ibidem per annnm . . . 
xxTJlixiys iiijd 

Edmundi Goodwyn feodam omnium "j 
posswmmutn predtctorum per scriptum r xxs 

.abbofie et ocmventaa ibuism j 

Willte/mi Porteman per annum xli 

Johonnia Cawaye per annum iiijli ts vi^d 

Hugonis Pawlet militis per annum Ixli 

, WillteAni Marohionw Wintonte per annum Os 



Thome Weye per annum vjli 

Biconfi Aiaheley per annum vjli 

Thome Dovell per annum Cb 

Johonnia Tanner per annum Cs 

JohonniB Watsonne per annum... iiijli ^jsTiijd 
Johannis Cbynnye per annum ...iiijli rjs viijd 

Thome Nycholaa per annum Os 

Johannia Grundell per annuif» iiijli 

Martini Noble per annum iiijli 

Boberti Towkerper annum iiijli 

Johannia Sheperde per amnmt iiijli 
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JfAtataaa PiddMlef per muiiim iiyli 

WilltB&ni Qrjee per aantiM iiijii 

JoluMnia Wkfe per snniim iiijii 

WilUe&ni Biilu^ipe per anniuit iiyii 

JtAonais Donne per anniuM ii^li 

Johannis Hoiuel^ per atmiun iiijii 

Simonis Einterdtm per MUDnm iiijii 

Thome Cwye per annum iiijii 

Johonoia Giride per annaM ii^li 

Johaiuii§ Hayne per annum vjli 

Thome White per annam rjli xiiJB iiijd 

Willte&ni HnchiuB per aannm Cs 

Aristotelis Webbe per annum ii^li 

Nicbo&B Andrew per annum ijli 

Johannia Edwatde* per annum xls 

Johannis I^ne per annum xIb 

Willie&ni Frende per annum xla 

Johannia Boyes per annum xIb 

Johannia Hillarye per annum IHjs iiijd 

WiUie^mi Popley per annum xxa 

Johannia Osborne per ajmum xxvjs viijd 

Johannis Panter per annum l^e 

Robertd Bmarte per annum ^li 

Johannis Home per annum ixli 

WiUtelmi Tybbot per annum vjli xiijs iigd 

Johannis Araolde per annum yjli 

llionie Bede per annum Gyjs viijd 

Johannia Broane per annum Ovjs viijd 

Johannia Qalforde per annum Ovjs viijd 

Thome Parker per annum Cvjs viijd 

Johannis Partridge per annum Cs 

Biconfi Adomps per annum xls 
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Richori^i Pynnocke pw lumum ...xxTJa viijd 
Morgani Fhillippes per aunnm ...xxvJB %d^d 

Bican^i Pope per annum ..xxs 

Thome Stanter p«r annum xxvja Tiijd 

WiUie/mi Davies p«r annum xla 

Hugonis Shorte p«r annum xxs 

WillM/mi Horde de Iiondon per annum 

liiJB iiijd 

Wiilte^i DftT^ea p«r annum xvjs viijd 

Henrict Bowman monacht per annum 

vjlixiija iiijd 
Nicho^i Billarde per annum ^li xiijs iiijd 

Thome Hellier p«r annnm vjli xiija iiijd 

Robert! Savage per annum ...vjli xiijs iiijd 
Thome Fletcher per annum ...vjli xiijs iiijd 

Koberti Fiye per annum vjli xiiJB iiijd 

Eoberti Nell ing per annum ...vjli xiijs iiijd 

Thome Howe per annum xls 

Johannia Bacbecrofte p 






..viijli 



Jobonnis Mycbell per annum 

xxxiijii vjs viijd 

Johannis GliSe per annum vjli xiijs iiijd 

Johtmnia Swytneslowe per annum xls 



3 r Jobannia Fraunce per annum . . .xxvj s viij d 

.■§ Willieftni Mannynge per annum xxvjs viijd 

§ Edwardi Denuya et Humfritfi...! 

^ L Yeowe per annum jxxvjs viijd 

1 r Willielmi Marker per annum iiijli 

'5 < Johannis Caruok per annum Ixvjs viijd 

* ( Johannia Dytte per annum liijsiiijd 
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Johaunis Ducke per annum xIb 



Edmund! Gregorye p«r annum Ixb 



Geoi^ More per annum Ixs 

Johannis Plumber p«r annum Ixs 



Johannis Batten ultimi incumbentw 1 
cantorte beate Marie in Ilmyater per j-Cs 



Thome Mj'chell ultimi inoumben(u1 
Cantorte Soncte EatMine it>H£nn per t Ob 

Johannis Foole ultimi incumbentis ) ^ 
Cantorie bea/e Marie ibujem per annum f 
Roberti Olyuer ultimi inoumbeutb 1 



Cantorte Sanete Crucw ibtt^em per annum J 

Mathie Broke ultimi iocum- 
ben^ libere capelle aancd Jo- 
hannis Baptiste in • • •' 

per annum 

Blank in Beoord, reallj Sooth Feth«rton. Cf. 
{Sim. Rec. Soe. Vol. n.), Ed. Oreen, p. 9. 
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WillM^mi Dj6v ultimi inoumbeD^M 1 ^ 
Caaterie in Sontbepethertoii per annum f 

Joliannis Saunders ultimi incumbentt« ] 
CantoTM de Wjke Forkhame per annum J 

Johannis Oodge ultimi in-'| 
oumbentM Cantam in ecclwia r iiijii vijs ii^d 
de Crukeme p«r annum J 

Thome Cribbe ultimi incumbeutwl 
DDtus CantoTM in Northeoorye perj-lxvBJd 
annum j 

Jobannis Gtente ultimi inonmbenfu ] 
alterius Canterw ihidem p«r annum . . . / ^ 

JohonniB Spicer ultimi incam-1 
benji's uniiM seruictt in ecclesia de I-Ixt^s vd 
Wellington par annum J 

WillM^mi Ouluerwell ultimi in- 1 
onmbenfM unitM seruicti in eocl«- ^xlvja viijd 
na de Westmonketon per annum J 

Willte&ni Callowe ultimi in- 1 
oumbenfw altertu« serutcii in. I .. 

Westmonketou predteta per an- j 
num J 

JohanniB Husaey ultimi incumbentte in ^ 
eoolesia parochta/t de Bradforde per an- > Cb 

Bohwti Sprye ultimi incumben-~i 
tis CantoWe de Combeflorye per llxi^siiijd 

Petri JobnB ultimi incumbenfM~] 
unius Stipend** in DunBter per |-1xtjb vi^d 
annum J 
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Johonnis Wetheridge ultiim incam--^ 
benfw cantoTM soncti JohanniB in Netle- 1 vjli 
combe per annum j 

Thome Shackelf^ ultimi incumbentu 1 
Ub«re Oftpelle de Ichestoke p«r atmnm ... / 

JobanniB Saundera ulttmi inoumbenfi«1 
OoDtorte aancH Georgii in Bridgewat«r \ Ca 
peratmum J 

Jobannis Toller ultimi inoumbenfw can- 1 
tarie heate Marie ihidfm per annum J 

JobonniB Inger ultimi incumbent Can- 1 
tarit SaruUe TrinitatM ibidem, per annum J 

Jobannis Saundera ultimi incum- 1 .„ 
ben(« liber© Oapelle de Sheraton .. J !»«« TJ« 

Jobannis Anderse^ ultimi inoumbentM 1 
Oa.ntart« de Newton Placye per annum ... / 

Bicftnfi Verser oltimi incnmbenfu Gan-*! 
torn heale Marie in Nortbepetberton per j- Cs 
annum J 

Robert! Frydett ultimi incumbenfia "] 
Cantart« eancte Eaterine in Wullavington \ Ca 
per annum J 

Bogeri Wymbery ulttmi incumb6n(i«1 
Cantorta Sancte Trinifatw in Wullaving- f Ca 
ton predioto J 

Ricari^i Hodson ultt'mt incnmbentis ^ , 
Cantoru! de Catcote p«r annum / ' 

Johannia Clerke ultimi incambentM 1 
libere Oapelle de Blackeford per annum ... f ' 

Jobannis Mattocke ultimi "^ 
incumbentM Cantorte Sonde > iiijU xiijs iiijd 
TrinitotM in Chedder j 
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Johannis LLoyde nltimi incum- 1 
hfmtia intermtatit m Baawell per I Ixvjs Tiijd 
annnm J 

Henrtci Bowe ultimi iucambenfM Can- "i 
tone de LoDg«aahetnn per annum / 

Sitnonis Porter ultimi iDcum-l 
bentM lib«t-e Gapelle de Ckrehnm i xliiijs ii^d 
per annum J 

JohanniiB Bradley ultimi inoum-') 
benfts libera Oapelle de Enolle per i-lxsri^d 
annum J 

Willte/mwB («tc) Powell ultimi "1 
incumben(Mlib«reCapelledePorte- j-xxiija iiijd 
burye per annum J 

Thome Ellys ultimi incumben-1 
tit libere capelle de Norton Hawte- I xxvj b viij d 
feld J 

Boberti Bryce ultimi incumbentw Oan-1 
torie de Compton Paunoeforde J 

Itob«rti Gaue ultimi inoumbentis Can- 1 
tarie in stafordell ex fundacione dontini [ Gs 
Zowche J 

Boberti Hall ultimi incumbenfi« guilds 1 
sine frateroita^ in Sbeptou Mallet per L ii^li 
annum J 

Johannis Lirpole ultimi inoumbeolis 1 
Cantarte Sancti Nicho/ai in Frome par !■ Cs 

Johannis Burley ultimi incumbentisl 
Cantorie aanctoratn Johannis et Andree in > Cs 
Frome predtcbi per annum J 

Johannis Frye ultimi incambenfit libere 1 ^ 
capelle soncte Katerine ibidem per annum / 



DiailizodbvGoOgle 



THE S0HEB8ET HOUSES 

Willte&uua (nc) Hodges ulO 
timi incumbentM lib«re Capelle I- xxxviijs iiijd 
de Spekingtoane per annum ... J 

Thome Raplyn ultimi mcnmbenrw l 
CaatarU de Ly myngton per annum ... } 

QeoFgii Carewe olerici ultf- 1 
mi incumbenfifl lilwre Capelle ^ TJlixiijs ii^d 
aande Trini^tu in Ilcheater... J 

JohanniB Ghjnne nltimi iacumbenftf '1 ^ 
Cantorte Beate Marie de Aller per annum J 



Henrici Larbecke ultt'mi i 
cumbentts Gantarie Sattcte j- ^ti xiijs iiijd 
TrinitotM in Yevill per a 

JohanniB Whitwell ulttmi' 
incumbentw alterius CantarM 
Boncte Triaitatis ibttfem per 
annum 



vjli xiiJB iiijd 



Willi«lmi Trevyl^n ulttmi incumben-'l 
tis Gautarie soncte Gmcts ibitjem per I' vjli 



Willteimi Blade ultimi inoumbentig \ 
Cantorte in Eatcoker per annum J 

Bogeri Boddett ulttmi incum-l 
bentts libere Gapelle de Cherleton Ixxiiijs iiijd 
per annum J 



Johannia Shete ultimi incumbent ts ^ ... 
Oantorfe in parochia de Trente per annum J 

JohanniB Tanner ulttmi incumbent 1 
Cantarte eancti Gathb«rti Wellenns per t Ixb 
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Johannia Dible ulttmi iDcam-l 
beatU HoBpitolw infra civitoMm llxTJsviijd 
Wellensw per wmnm J 

Rioardi Ilonde ulttmi incambeafM fra-1 
temitatia de Coraeoombe ac lihere capelle I Ga 
de Est Horringdoune per annum J 

Willw^mi Peers ultimi incumbent "i 
gaild« sine tnUndtatU in Gharde peri-Cn 
annum J 

JoboimU Drewe ultwni incumben-1 
ti» Cantarte de Charleton Makarell \ xxiiijs 
per annum J 

Hennct Bull ulttmt inoumben^w Can- "I 
tarie atmcH Androe in Taunton perlCs 
annum J 

Badulpki Wilkins ultimi incumbentu "^ 
oantorw wtncd Trinitatu in Taunton pr»- I Cb 
dtebt per annum J 

Willte/mi Callowe ulttmi inoumbentwl 
Cantane aancA Etheldred ibit£em per IOh 
annum J 

Johannia Seyman nltiffu incam- "] 
ben^ CanterM Sancti Nioho/ai i-iiijli xvjs 
i\ndem per annum J 

WillM^mi Trowbridge ultimi incum- 1 
hentia Fratemitafw in Taunton predicts yiiijli 
per annum J 

Johannia Pytte ulttml iiicumben(t« 1 ... 
Cantorie beote Marie ibicfem per annum / ™ 

Alezandri Maggot ultimi in- '\ 
cumbentif Goutane vocofa tlzxTiijs iiijd 
Swinge« chauntiy ibic^em J 

Thome Snarpone ultimi incnmbenti« 1 

fratemito^ in Wynacombe per annum J ^ 
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Bob«rt* Derraunte unius nuper 
colliginsnorum aiue Cantartfl m 
ooUegio Biae nova aula de le Mxx^s vi^d 
Motinteroye props CHnitafam 
WellenvM p«r annam 



Johannia Grin^une altwins I 
nup«r Colli ginan'orum predioA I Ixxijs Tiijd 
nupw Collegit per ftmmm j 

Johannis Broke alterius nup^r'l 
Colligiattriorum predictorum per llxxiJBviijd 



Henrici Bankes alterius nuper*! 
Colliginartorum predictorwm per j- Ixxija viijd 
annum J 

Thome Gierke alterius uuperl 
ouUiginorioruin prediotorwm per I Ixxijs Tiijd 
annum J 

Roberti Spryte alterius nuperT 
colliginariortim nuper Collegii MxxiJB viijd 
predtcfi p«r annum J 

Johannis Dible unios nup«r'i 
Colliginartorum aive Cantoria- !■ iiijli iiijs viijd 
iarum predictorwm per annum J 

Walteri Shepperde alius nuper Colligi- 1 
naiwum pradictoruw p«" Annum J 

Johannis Paule alteriiiB dictorum nuper T 
CoUiginariorum slue Cantorbtarum pre- i-Cs 
dietorwm par annum J 

■Willte^mi Burge* alterius nuper dio-^ 
torwm ColIigmariontOT ibirfem per annum J 

Johannis Shepperde alterius dtctorum "I 
nuper Canteristorwm per annum 



.1^ 
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Johantiis Newes alterins dwHomm^ 
nuper ColUgmariorum eive Cantaristarunt V Cb 
predictorum p«r annam J 

Egidii Buttat alterius nuper Cantomto- 1 
rwm pwdictorttn* per Annum / 

Morgani Connje aJterius nupet* Colli|{^- 
Dsriorum predictorum per annum 

Ricardi Castlyn alteriue nuper Colli^- 
aeriotttm predtctoruyn per annum 

Johiuinis Partridge ultimi incumben- 

lit Gauterie de Wedmore per annum ... 

I Robertt Moiryce nuper presbiteri in) .,, 

ecclsda de Wedmore predicfo per annum ) "' 

Johannis More ultimi inciimbentia Can- ^ 
tarie de Alton per annum J 

Eichonfi Laurens ultimi incumbentM l 
Cantonede Nunney per annum ) 

Willw^mi Hume unius tninistrorum'l ...... 

in Ecolwia de Shepton Mallet per annum J ^ 

Johannis Baylie incumben-1 
Cw gerujct* in eoclena poro- i-iiijli xiiijs ^d 
ohiali de * *' per annum... J 
Summa omnium Bolucionum in ") 
prediclo Comitatu Somerset per iMDvijlixiiijs 



1 Blank in th« Beoord. It ought to read Bhepton Mallet. CI. 
Somerset Chantries {8<m, Rec. Soc. Vol. n.), ed. Qieen, Intro. 
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CHAPTER III. 
The Property of the Houses. 

The best way of finding out the means of liviag 
which the monks bad, the property of the convents, 
is that of studying some scheme of accounts such as 
the Valor. If this be looked into, and the information 
supplemented by comparing later surveys of any 
given house, it will be seen bow very complex the 
whole system of revenue was, and what an error it 
is to suppose that, holding all their land in Frank- 
almoign, the monks neither paid rent nor rendered 
service for it to the various lay or spiritual mesne 
lords. A religious bouse derived its income in many 
different waya There were rents from free and 
ctLStomary tenants in the manors ; rents from lease- 
holders who had taken either land or tithe at a lixed 
rent ; and the land let out at lease might be part of 
the demesne lands or might be part of that which 
the convent held as freehold, having acquired it by 
purchase. Sometimes a whole manor was let out at 
lease. Then we must add profits from impropriated 
rectories, and pensions charged upon livings. At 
Bath and Glastonbury, to give instances of the last 
source of income, the sacrist, the cellarer, and even 
the cook, were paid by pensions; it was in fact a 
kind of partial impropriation. 

This then was ready for the grantee. But it was 
by no means all. As will be seen later the demesne 
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lands were lai^ely out of the personal control of the 
monks at the time of the Dissolution, but they were 
not all so ; and where they were still farmed by the 
convents there was stock of various kinds. The 
monastic site, the granges and cells, the buildings 
with all their contents, lead from roofs, bells, libraries, 
vestments, plate and general furniture, hare all to be 
added also'. 

The policy of the Qovernment, the same in 
Somerset as elsewhere with regard to the monastic . 
property, has been explained by a multitude of 
writers and is supposed to have been due to Crom- 
well's advice. The aim of course was to buy the ad- 
herence of the prominent families by allowing them 
to become owners on very easy terms. The great 
landowners in each county were thus made ac- 
complices in the confiscation. How successfully this 
was managed the reign of Mary sufficiently witnessed. 
The ease with which so tremendous a change was 
effected must in great part be attributed to the 
careful conduct of the grantees; there was little 
resistance and everything became rapidly accom- 
modated to the new state of things. "Nothing more 
is said about the abbeys," reported the Venetian 
Ambassador very shortly after the Suppression*. 

Often very advantageous exchanges' were allowed, 
or a low-priced sale, or a lease at a rent of small 

> Tbeie are many inveutorieH io the Bword Office of the 
game kind aa those giTen in the illoitntiong to thisohftpter. 

> Qaeq. II. 421. 

* The Earls of Hertford and BosEiez profited laigeljr in Somerset 

11—2 
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amount. It is said too that the valuations were 
not bona fide'. The Bmall pensions were, unless 
extinguished in the giant, kept on foot. England 
has until recent years been a soil fruitful in rent- 
charges, every manner of small outcome has been 
skilfully applied to estates until at the close of the 
last century the network of annuities by way of 
mortgage or settlement that overspread the countiy 
made it very difficult to know where to look for the 
beneficiary. A forty shilling charge gave a vote. 
That all this was so may be accounted for partly 
by the habit coming from the manorial system of 
small charges with its quit-rents and customary 
payments; partly no doubt it arose from the in- 
genuity of the lawyers in providing relief for the 
extravagant without the degradation of a pubUc 
transfer. In early times the scarcity of money, 
rendering an out-and-out fully dischai^ed sale of 
landed property unusui^ and almost impossible, may 
have had something to do with it. The Dissolu- 
tion must have done a great deal towards fixing 
and deepening the custom of charging lands among 
laymen and accustoming the holders of the charges 
to their transfer from one to another. The vast 
system of monastic charges passed into private 
hands, hands that were quite prepared to manipulate 
accounts that were in any way worth manipulating. 
Often too, as may be seen from the particulars 
preserved, in the grant of the land an estate went to 
one and a fee-farm rent was reserved to the crown, 
perhaps to be granted out again to some third party. 

> Hnuter however does not think ao : pref. to Tftlor. 
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As regards real estate, immediately the Dissolution 
was accomplished every effort was made to secure a 
share in the property which was at the king's disposal. 
If not sold at once a lease was made of all or part of 
the demesnes, and that these leases were advantage- 
ous may be gathered from the et^raess with which 
they were sought after. He who d^ired such drew 
up ' particulars ' of what property he wished to farm, 
and this document if approved had the authority of 
the Ck>art of Augmentation given to it by a written 
direction that a lease should be made out. An 
example of such a transaction is given in the ap- 
pendix to this chapter. The same course was pur- 
sued by those who wished to purchase'. Particulars 
with a request added were sent up to London and a 
proper direction given as to the grant to be made 
out. The rate of purchase was endorsed on the 
deed. When all was completed the grant was 
enrolled on the Patent RolL Many more requests 
to purchase with their accompanying particulars 
were preferred than could be granted. There were 
many candidates for the same farm or site. A man 
too might have the promise of a good offer and then 
later find himself supplanted hy one who had the 
ear of the court. As regards the sites the following 
is a list of the grantees : 

Muchelney, the Earl of Hertford [Hugo Much. 
Abbey p. 13. Patent RoU 29 Hen. VIII. part 2]. 

Cleeve, the Earl of Sussex [Hugo Charters of 
Cleeve p. 53. Orig. 29 Hen. VIII. Somere. rot. 28]. 

' See the illnBtnttiouB at the end of this ohapter. 
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Worepring, Sir John St Lo [Pat R. 30 Hen. VIII. 
ptl]. 

Barlyohe, Sir John Wallop [Pat. K. 30 Hen. VIII. 
pt. 2]. 

Canyngton, Edward Rogers [Hugo Med. Nuns. 
Canyngton, p. 87 Pat. R 30 Hen. VHI. pt 2]. 

Wells St Johns, John Clerk, Bp. of Bath and 
Wells [Pat R 32 Hen. VIII. pt i]. 

Montacute, Sir Tbomas Wyatt [Pat R. 33 Hen. 
Vni. pt 6], 

Bath, Humphrey CoUes [Pat. R. 34 Hen. VIII. 
pt 11. Not Collins, BB Tanner Not. Mon, Sotn. v.]. 

Bridgewater Hospital, Humphrey Colles [Pat & 
34 Hen. VIIL pt. 11]. 

Dunater, Humphrey Colles [Pat R. 34 Hen. VIII. 
ptll} 

Templecombe, Richard Andrewea and Leonard 
Chamberleyn [Pat R. 34 Hen. VIH. pt 4]. 

Bridgewater, Franciscan House. Emanuel Lukar 
[Pat R. 35 Hen. VIII. pt 9]. 

Stavonkle, the Earl of Oxford [Pat. B.' 36 Hen. 
VIII. pt 27]. 

Athelney, John Clayton [Pat. R. 36 Hen. VIIL 
pt 9]. 

Taunton, Sir Francis Bryan and Uatthew Colte* 
hirste [Hugo Taunton Priory, p. 124; Pat. R. 36 
Hen. VIII. pt. 21]. 

Barrow Gumey, William Clerc [Hugo Med. Nuns, 
Mynchin Barrow, p. 67, Pat. R. 36 Hea. VIII. pt 
27]. 

Buckland, The Earl of Essex, James Rokeby, 
William Ibgrabe, John Cokke, Edward Rogers, 
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Edward Bury [Hugo Med. N. Myncbin Buckland, 
p. 163, Pat R. 36 Hen. VIII. pt, 2]. 

Witham, Ralf Hopton [Pat. B. 86 Hen. VIII. 
pt.6]. 

Hinton, John Bartlet [Pat R. 37 Hen. Vm. pt. 3, 
not 36 Hen. VIII. as in Tanner], 

Ilchester, William Hodges [Pat R. 87 Hen. VIII. 
pt lO} 

Bniton, Sir Maurice Berkeley [Pat R 37 Hen. 
VHL pt 7]. 

QlaBtonbury, the Duke of Somerset. 

Wells Maunde Roy, John Ayleworthe and John 
Lacy. 

Keyneham, Thomas Bridges. 

The conclusiona to be drawn irom the names are 
fiurly obvious. Probably owing to the great noble- 
men who were interested in the district, and also 
owing to the &me which Glastonbury mast have 
had, most of the Somerset bouses were well known, 
and a great part of their property passed into the 
bands of what would be described as country gentle- 
men ; more at all events than in most counties. At 
the same time comparing the above list with the list 
preserved of those who were men of some property 
in Henry VILth's time in the county, or who had 
served the county in the capacity of sheriff or mem- 
ber, it will be found that apart from the noblemen 
there are but to be found the names of Rogers 
and Berkeley. On the other hand after these grants 
there appear in similar lists the Hoptons, Colles, and 
others, shewing, not that the latter at the Dissolu- 
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tion were below the class of gentlemea theo ao 
carefully hedged in, but that they were not among 
the circle among which the offices of the county 
were distributed. It is very common to talk of the 
'new men' of the Tudor period, but to do so can 
only be approximately correct Almost all the stock 
examplsB had been ' armigeri,' gentlemen, two hun- 
dred years before they rose to great prominence, and 
as such were more than probably representatives of 
younger branches of ancient families'. This may be 
said of the Cavendishes and Itussells, and in Somer- 
setshire of men like the Strangways, Sydenhams, and 
Pophams. The sneer too with which the representa- 
tives of the De Veres, Howarda, de Courcys are usually 
supposed to have greeted the new men was more than 
probably non-exiatent. No corresponding feeling 
can be traced on the Continent, at all events, about 
this period, where formal and luxurious, if dying, 
feudalism tended rather towards an equality among 
armigeri. Of this the arrangement of the Court of 
Henry IV. may be given as an exampla The really 
new feature of the aristocracy was that it repre- 
sented the changed etate of the nation at large. 
It was in fact an 'aristocracy of office,' and every- 
thing favoured its formation. 

But the sites and demesne lands, though most 
closely connected in our minds with the monastic 
system, by no means complete the matter. From 
an index of the grants termed 'decrees issuing out 
of the Court of Augmentations ' year by year during 
the latter part of the reign of Henry the Eighth, it 
1 E.g. Hmton and KeTnahun. 
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may be tearoed how minute was the distributioii of 
Abbey wealth. Many small pensions charged on 
the various conventual properties are granted to 
one and another. Just before dissolution too all 
the offices in the moDasteries which had a money 
value appear to have been usurped by powerful 
and avaricious laymen. Thus Andrew Luttrell aud 
his SOD John, both of Dunster, become land stewards 
to the Convent of Cleeve. The same unhappy house 
bad to appoint John Wyndham and his son stewards 
of tiieir courts leet; a similar course was taken 
at Bath, Taunton and Keynsham. And not merely 
were annuities and offices so granted, but leases 
made upon easy terms by the Houses in their terror, 
rectories given, and rights of wood-cutring and 
the like. Of all these there are many examples. 
Taunton gives the next presentation to Ninehead 
to three grantees. Worspring grants a farm to Sir 
John Seyntlow ; Bridgewater 300 acres of wood to 
the Earl of Bath. The custom of giving offices to 
laymen was not a new one but was much extended 
hy the cii-cumstances of the time. 

The forced sales and grants must have affected 
the price of land, but it will be noted later that 
tc^ether with other economic causes which kept the 
price steadier than might be supposed was the fact 
that the hu^^est owners were not land merchants but 
men with families to keep up or those who hoped to 
found a wealthy house. If men who have a thousand 
acres each receive severally ten thousand acres more, 
and to all appearance intend to quietly hold them, 
the old tenauts not being displaced, it is not to be 
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expected that the price of land will either rise or fall 
very greatly excepting as between grantees and the 
grantor, who in this instance was the king. The case 
of course was entirely different after the French 
Revolution in France; the important point is that in 
England hnyers who took monastic land were not 
generally or even often speculators but men who 
intended to hold the property as an ancestral estate. 
What amount of land the monasteries held the 
following attempts at calculation will shew how diffi- 
cult it is to say. Leaving for a moment the chan- 
tries, the surveys we possess note the rentals but not 
the acreage; and then again as has been indicated 
the religious houses tapped the profits of the soil in 
every possible way, so that alt attempts at deducing 
the acrei^e from the income must be, at least, con- 
siderably wide of the mark. What do we mean by 
owning land ? At the present day the lord of a 
manor would certainly not be reckoned as the owner 
of the freeholds because the quit-rents are of such 
trifling value ; again the copyholds are in almost the 
same condition, the customary rents having been 
fixed from the time of Edward IV. But it was 
different in Henry VIII.'s time, and yet even then 
the rents of the free tenants and of the copyholders 
would not represent anything approaching to a rack 
rent. It is said too that the demesnes were not let 
on hard terms, and then again we have the system of 
fines on leasing which interferes so greatly with accu- 
rate calculation. It has been estimated that a fifth of 
the land in England in 1530 was in religious hands. 
Somerset had more than its share of convents, so 
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that we ought to take a fourth for that county. The 
rental was somewhere about £7000 per aDQum with- 
out the chantries. Now calculating from Mr Green's 
volume the average rent of an acre of land seems 
about Is. 6d., but that is probably too high for large 
conventual estates, most of the chantry fields, with 
which the 'survey' was concerned, being what we 
should term accommodation land, so that a shitting 
a year perhaps would not be far wrong. This would 
give us 140,000 acres. 

Now as to the cbantriea From the same source, 
Mr Green's edition of the survey and rental, we 
learn all about their property. A few illustrations 
are appended to this chapter. The chantry priests 
though not rich men were comfortably provided 
for; their five pounds per annum coming from 
rent-charges on neighbouring properties, or directly 
from smalt rented closes of land. The whole income 
in the county amounted to over nine hundred pounds, 
to which we must apply the one and sixpenny scale, 
giving as a result 12,000 acres. 

We have about 150,000 acres then out of an 
unknown total (about 900,000 are under cultivation 
at the present day', probably not more than 700,000 
were then). 

But the above is after all valueless excepting as 
shewing how dangerous such calculations are, for this 
reason if for no other. No account is taken of house 
property. If such had been reckoned the acreage 
would be largely reduced. The convents held many 
messuages, as can be seen from the accounts, and 
the chantries were in the same position. If this and 
' AgT. BetoniB for 1886. 
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the unreal nature of manorial ownership are re- 
membered, although the two qualifications may aeem 
to counteract each other as elements of error, no real 
reliance will be placed upon figures as to the acreage*. 

The fate of the chantry lands was perhaps more 
varied than that of the convents. Although all 
were nominally vested in the crown private persons 
secured poBsession of a good deal of property, bring- 
ing up ancient claims, or again boldly usurping*; 
this before as well as at the time of the Suppression, 
Land in the king's hands was managed by receivers 
and slowly distributed among private grantees either 
by purchase or gift. In some very few cases, as we 
shall see later, the promises as to education were 
carried out, but in the main the lands, which in very 
many instances as appears in another chapter were 
by their original grantors directly charged with 
periodic donations to the poor, were diverted from 
their proper uses and passed into private hands*. 

The cattle belonging to the convents were sold in 
the neighbourhood. Their number must have been 
considerable ; for one reason because the stock and land 

> It tuiiBt not be fo^otten th&t m&n; other hoaBaa held land 
in the oonntj, mid that some part of the inoome allowed above 
OMue horn sonroeB outside SometMt. 

' E.g. FranoiB ti Combe FIotj (the FMnois who was killed 
fighting againat the Devonshiie rebels): Popbam and Hallef at 
Selworth;: Blnett and Taylor at West BucUand ; the Senerygea 
at Hnnepjll Ac; all in Green {Survey and Rentai), 

' A. great deaJ of chantry property waa concealed, as will 
probably be folly related in a fntore Tolajne of the Somerset 
Beoord Socie^'s pnblicatiDnB. There ia a bundle of docaments 
relating to Somerset concealed lands in the Beoord Office. A 
note on the subject has been added to the iUastrations at the end 
of this chapter. 
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lease still coDtiuued to be employed by the convents' ; 
for another because a large number of obytes and the 
like were supported by herds devised to trustees for 
that object, as may be seen &om Mr Green's work. 

We have now to enquire what became of the 
bells, plate, vestments, and books, and to glance at 
the &te of the many noble buildings which the pie^ 
or superstition of eight hundred years bad reared. 
The actual monastery, the dwelling-house of the 
monks, was sometimes turned into a mansion, as at 
Bruton, Myncbin Barrow, and Olastonbury, But 
there was not much residence in the Somerset houses, 
or at least not for long. A party of Commissioners 
and their followers went through the county melting 
the lead and selling materials from the buildings 
where anything was to be made of them. The fact 
that the lead was hacked from the fine roofs explains 
how it was that Athelney, Montacute, Witham, 
Hinton, and Bruton have so little to remind one of 
the monks. Once get the roof off a building and it 
soon perishes, whereas, if the splendidly built monas- 
tic bams are any evidence, there have been no more 
lostii^ fabrics in England than those which the 
orders built, when any care has been taken of them; 
in other words when the new owners have thought 
they could be of any use. Bells' were certainly not 

' For an example see in the Reliquary, Vol. n. p. 5S, ui aoooimt 
of one given by the oonTent of Dienlacrea is 1604. A manor was 
let with eight oien, twelve cowb, and one bnll for forty-four JMtB, at 
twenty-Bii poands ft year. Eitrftots from Canteibor? and Bsth etodf 
and land leases are given iu an appendix (o the chapter on tenare. 

* Nothing is more ohftraoteriitia of the 18th oeotniy than the 
paaiionate love tor bell-ringing among the poor. Fronde tonebea 
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useless, but tbey fetched a little money, ao we find 
these gentlemen from London disposing of them at 
tbe various houses, as is shewn by the accounts 
printed in the Appendix to this chapter. 

Many of the chantry houses had been let before 
the Dissolution^; so even the chantry chapels*. 
As the house was often a pleasant one the vicar 
of the parish was glad to rent it. Where no more 

OD this in hia hietorr (Vol. i. p. G2). Hentzner writing in 1698 
says of the English that thej ore " vastly fond of great DoiHeH 
*' that fill the eat, inch aa the Bring of oannon, drums, and tbe 
" ringing of bells, so that it ig common tor a nnmber of them 
" tJiat have got a glsw in their heads to go up into eome beUry, 
" and ring the bells for hoars together for the sake of BMroise." 
W«D Shake»p. Soe. Pub., Series ti. p. livi. 

The BDthorities did not think so mnoh ringing good for the 
Bomeraet man, as tending to Baperstition. A ourions letter, taken 
by Mr Green from the Wells ubb., shews this. It ia addressed 
to tbe chapter and all chnrcbwardens, and requests them "to 
"ahatain from snob nnmeaaorable ringing for ded persons at 
"theire bnriall and at tbe feast of All Sonles. And that &om 
'■ henoefurtbe the; tise to ringe oon ball at snch ^fOM aa sioke 
'■ pertonee lyeth in extreme dannger of death that they which be 
"haile may be put in remembratmoe of theire owue mortalitie 
"and also eioited to praie unto God for soche their sioke neigh- 
" boore, that they may paoientlie suffer death if God send it and 
"the bard paugas thereof for Christes love, who snffered mnoh 
" more for them, and that they may so departe out of this life in 
" true faitbe, hope, and charitie, as their sonlea may be afterward 
" reodfed into etemall felieitie to raigne with Christ ererlastinglie 
"in tbe kingdom of Heaven. And when the corps of any such 
"dead peraon shall be brooght to the chnrob to be bnried tlien to 
" ring also moderatlie in tbe time of the obseqniea thereof and no 

> E.g. at Hminster, Crewkeme, Sooth Fetherton, Tannton, Pit- 
minster, Danater, Caunyugton, Ao. Green, The Survt]/ and BtnUU. 

■ Aa at Curry Hallett, Bishop's Lydiard, Lenge, Mnrlynehe, 
Blaokeforde, Overwere Ac. (ib.). 
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service was performed' the chantry priest sometimea 
lived OD, paying a fixed sum per year. Thoroughly 
characteristic examples of a chantry house may be 
seen at Trent or at Stoke*. 

The above seeme to require a slight explanatory- 
digression. Perhaps a few words will clear the 
matter of chantries, which is certainly not too com- 
monly understood. It may from the above have 
been implied that where a chantry was founded 
there was always a chantry chapel, a place where 
the chantry priest could sing or chant masses for 
the soul of the founder. This was often so, but the 
building was not generally separate from the church. 
Much the most usual fashion was for a small chapel 
to be added at one aide of the chancel, a fine tomb 
of the founder^ being usually placed there, and a 
small altar for the priest's use. Unfortunately we 
have lost all the decorations of these chapels, which 
were decided to be superstitious after the Dissolution; 
in many cases too we have lost the chapels them- 
selves. With regard to those chantries which stood 
alone many fell into decay*, but some were retained 

* The oonditioii of many ol the uhaDtrieE will be mora p^r- 
tionlulj alluded to in the chapter on religioo. 

' Trent. This is perbaps as good an example as can be toand. 
The obantry priesfB house, in capital preserratioii, rtaads a little 
north-east of the parish chniob, it is two stories in height and for 
a single man amply large enough. Cnrionslj' the ptiest had 
obtained permission to alter the ohorch for his own oonvenience, 
in oouseqnenee of which the tianaept runs parallel with the nave 
instead of from sonth to noith as is nsnal. 

s A valnation of the iron railings roond one of these tombs 
appears in Oreen, p. 100. 

* Many, as Gieen shews, had done so before the Diisolation. 
Too often they were bnt 'slaokly' attended. 
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by the Commisffloners to form churcbes for dis- 
tricta where the cburcb accommodation was in- 
sufficient, and as such have lasted down to our own 
day'. 

Speaking Btill of the chantries, all the lead, 
amounting to over three thousand pounds weight, 
was sold to one Hyde for £128. lOd.*, that is to say 
all the lead it was decided to remove. This of 
course settled the &te of the buildings. Little care 
was in fact taken of any removable property except 
plate, which all went up to London' and was much of 
it simply melted down. It goes without saying tbat 
the artistic loss to the county was enormous. There 
were no bell-founders and metal workers like the 
monks bad been, from St Duustan downwards. The 
Englishman who visits Cordova or Seville cannot 
fail to be struck with the iron and bronze work in 
the cathedrals, and he will notice how the ecclesias- 
tical ideas are reflected io the private gates and 
railings of the principal houses. If he reflects on 
the poor screen-work tbat his own country has until 
quite recently manufactured, poor that is to say 
if compared with what he will see in the cbapels 
of Seville, it will perhaps occur to him that some 
loss of inspiration has come upon what surely ought 
to he the best of English decorated workmanship. 

' E.g. Eeton Minar, "The cliapell maye welbe spared for that 
EstoD MuoT Etondeth wHn ij forlonge aud nearer the towne." 
Green, p. 98. 

' Green, Introduction, ivn. 

' How valnible it iras may be seen in Momutic Treaiurei, 
pabliBhed b; the Abbotafoid Clnb. Follaide, Tregonwell, Petre, 
and Smith* vere the Somenet OommisBioiieie who ^ve it in. 
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And not merely is this decadence to be triuted in 
iron and bronze but in stone and wood, in gold and 
silver. Those who understand such matters will 
point to the last century as a time of imitation in 
the designing of silver plate. And if a chalice of 
the pre-Beformation period* be compared with the 
Elizabethan example, it will be seen how much 
had been lost by some sort of vulgarizing which the 
workmanship had undergone. Some of the older 
Communion vessels were fortunately preserved as 
drinking vessels, just as vestments were made into 
cushion -covers, and altar-cloths into the hangingB of 
noblemen's houses. Many of the vestments came to 
this fate through the visitors, whose perquisites they 
were considered', unless they were jewelled or other- 
wise too valuable. 

The chantry plate was very carefully catalogued 
in the survey. Thirty-eight chantries are returned 
as having no Communion vessels at all'; occasionally 
because two or three neighbouring chapels used the 
same chalice. In other cases it was because the 
plate belonged to the patron. One hundred and 
eighteen had the necessary church valuables, and 
the highest weight registered for a chalice was at 
Croecombe 26 ozs., as compared with 6 oz. the 

I Examples of the sarlier time can be seen at NetOeeombe, 
Somerset and 0. C. Oion. ; of the later at CirenoeBter, Bajniugham, 
or Welbeok. Cripps, Old EnglUk Plate, ITS. 

' Qaaq. u. ilS. From the inTentory of a friaiy ptintad at the 
end of (hiB ohaptei i( may be ieett bow voIoabU Testments were 
conaideied by the oonntry people. 

* Again, it Appears from a oonunission printed in Arehitologia, 
Vol. xrm. p. 299, that a good deal of plate Ao. belonging to the 
ohantnes &o. had been coneealed. 

A.E. 12 
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lightest at North Curry. Allowing an average for 
the missing returns the weight of all this chantry 
plate which went up to London was about 1640 ozs. 
for the county. To the value of this must be added 
£50 received for oraameDts and £128. lOs.' for the 
lead, both sums greatly below the real value in all 
probability. 

Books, many of them, went up to London', some 
as presents to Cromwell, others because of tbeir 
value. Multitudes were destroyed, Leland's awe on 
entering Glastonbury library not being at all a 
common sentiment of the time. Many as Bale notes 
were sent abroad, "At tymes whole shippes full, to 
the wonderinge of the foren nacyoos'." 

If one wonders how all the proceeds of the spoils 
were spent it must be answered in the words of 
Johnson, "Sir, you may wonder." A very small 
sum went for educational purposes, as will be seen 
later. £1200 of Somersetshire money strengthened 
Portland*. More perhaps was intended, but as 
father Gasquet has shewn" the spending of the 
money was managed in a very different manner from 
what had been promised. The only immediate 
benefit which Somerset gained from the destruction 
of many of its local charities was, besides the few 
free schools, the new endowment of the dean and 
chapter of Wells*. It is really astonishing to find 
how short a time the lai^ sums of money obtained 
kept Henry out of debt. 

> The Sarve; paBBim Smn. Bee. Soc. Vol. n. 

* See p. M. ' Arekaotogia, Vol. lun. p. 203. 

* Oasq. □. 4B7. ' II. 446. 
' See particnlwH for grantn. 
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ILLUSTRATIONS. 

I. Thres Accodnts fbom Green, Souebset 
Chahtbies. 

1. TawtOon, Parish of St Mary Magdalen. 

The chanti; of the oame of Jesu. 

Roger Yde holds a bui^age there lying in Este 
Strete and renders per ann. zzs. 

Anthcmy Qarrst holds a burgage there, and 
renders per ann. iia 

Philip Arther holds a hurga^ there, and renders 
per ann. xviij s. 

John Dolman holds a burgage there, and renders 
per ann. xxs. 

holds a burgage in Mercery lane, and ren- 
ders per ann. vis viijd. 

Manse of the county of Devon, holds a little 

house next the east gate there (in the tenure of 
Thomas Nosse), and renders per ann. vis viijd. 

Robert Marler holds a burgage there, and renders 
per ann. xxa. 

William Randall holds a window in the market 
place there, and renders per ann. iiijs. 

R<^er Decher holds a window there, and renders 
per aniL vis. 

Laurence Boytoa holds a window there, and 
renders per ana. vis viijd. 

John Hurman holds a window there, and renders 
per ann. vis. 

12—2 
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Juho Hooke holds a window there, and renders 
per ann. iiijs iiijd. 

John Yonge holds a burgage in Newerton, and 
renders per ann. vis viijd. 

Maurice Daber holds a tenement there, and ren- 
ders per ann. vs. 

William Skoiyar holds a meadow lying next 
Newerton aforesaid, and renders per ann. va 

John Newport holds a burgage in Bridgewater, 
and renders per aan. xiijs iiijd. 

Total viiili viije iiijd. 

Deduct in. Bent resolute to the Bishop of Win- 
ton for free rent of the premises per ann. viz. for the 
tenement of John Harrys lis ; the tenement of Roger 
Yde sviijd ; for the tenement of Philip Arther ijs; 
the tenement of John Dolman xijd; for the tene- 
ment in Mercery Lane viijd; the tenement of 
Hande id; and for the tenement in Fowlee Street 
xij d : — viij s iij d. 

Bent resolute to Lord Fitzwaren for free rent for 
the land next Newerton, per anD. xiijd. 
Total ixB iiijd. 

And remains over per ann. villi xixs. 

2, Bedmyster. The free chapel or hospital of 
St Eatherine there. 

Bichard Hall holds the scite and demesne lands 
of the said hospital, and renders per ann. villi. 

Alice Sparrer holds two acres of meadow in 
Lookemoor, and renders per ann. iijs iiijd. 

John Coke holds one acre of meadow in Wade- 
more, one acre of meadow in Boenmede and one 
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acre of meadow in Bodmede, and renders per ann. 
visiiijd. 

Divers persons hold as well according to the 
custom as at will divers lands and tenements in 
Bedmjster and Aishetoii in the county of Somer- 
set, and in Barkeley in the county of Gloucester to 
the said hospital belonging, and render per ann. 
ziijH xvijs viijd. 

holds a certain tenemeot in the city of 

Bristoll, and renders per ann. viijs. 

holds three little cottf^;es called almes- 

houses in the pariah of Bedclyff in the suburbs of 
Bristoll, and renders per ann. nil, because they are 
inhabited by paupers. 

Total xzjli xvs iiijd. 

Deduct in money paid to the Lord the king as 

for the price of a pound of pepper per ann. for chief 

rent iiija iiijd. Money paid to the said Lord the 

king for suit of court to be annually performed xij d. 

Total vs iiijd. 

And remuns over xzjli xs. 

3. Bahcary. The free chapel of Fodington 
within the parish there. 

holds a close of pasture containing an acre 

and a half and zxiij acres of arable land, and two 
acres and a half of meadow there, and renders per 
ann. xvs iiij d. 

holds the tithe of com there, and renders 

per ann. xxa. 

holds the tithe of hay from xv acres of 

meadow there, and renders per ann. iijs. 
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... holds the small tithes there, aod renders 
in. sxd. 



n. 

Whilst some of the villagers near the chantries 
were passive, others thought that some pubUc use 
should be made of the spoils. We are not bow 
referring to education but to cases like these. 

" Yatton. An olde chapell ther. 

"Memord. The saide chapell scituate w'in the 
" churche yarde of Yatton ie partly cow'yd w* lead ij 
" fooder do (J). 

" Then hahitauntes of Yatton aforesaide, make 
"humble sute to bye the same chapell to make 
" therw' a slluse against the rage of the see, for the 
" safegarde of the countrye'." 

" Mylverton. 

" The chapell of the chauntrie standing wHn the 
"churche yerde couered w' leade is estemed worthe 
"to be sold xlt w^ then hahitauntes of the towne of 
"Mylverton, beinge the kingee ma"" tenantes do 
" desire to bye, for helpe of conveyaunce of water to 
" the towne w' the saide leade, for lacke wherof they 
" haue nowe great annoyaunce." 

On the other hand we have 

" The chapell of Enborowe. 

" The saide chapell is couered with leade, and so 
" that the same may he tyled, then hahitauntes ther 
"are content that the kinges ma"* may have the 
" leade'." 

> An bom Qreen, th« Smtal. 
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IIL Particulars foe a Lease. 

Parcella posseesionum nuper monaaterii de Bruton 
in Coraitaiu Somerset. 

Reddifu TniuB Teaem«nti~ 
iacentis in alttro tIco De Bra- 
ton inter Teaementwrn Roberti 
Helyer ex parte octAdenttUi 
& Teaementam Willw^mi 
Noithe ex parte orientali 
cum j curtilagio & j orria cum 
omnibus pertinen^ua necnon 
J ooroe bosce iacentM in in- 
f erioM parte Boaot voo Brynes- 
cogleigh J dausotf pastura« 
apud Newcltwe J clausoe pas- 
tnroe & J clausa« prati vocalae 
puddlestone aubter Kanley Ac 
J olausae paaturoe iacentu in 
oiierUali parte caiusdam 
clauaa« ibufem nup«r in tenura 
Thome Affilde vnacam omni- 
btM aubboscts ibu&m crescenti- 
bue necnon J olauBoe pastura« 
yooatae estevemegore cum om- 
nibus & singulis Buts p«rti< 
aentUa sic dimisea« Johonni 
Walton it WUliomo Slio buo 
pro termino vite eorum per 
Indenturam datom iiij" Die 
novembm An" reyis henrici 
viij"^ Quinto (sic) prout 
in ead<!m Indentora plenius 
continstur per annum _ 
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Bedditu vnius clauBcM pas-l 
tara« iexeatU apud Combe 
crooae cum omnibtw perti- .... 
neatiig auper in teuura pre- ' 
dicii WUIw/nu Walton per 
Lfuuiant J 

Memo that tbeis porticuIeiB be for s leaa to be 
badd tberof and nott to purcbae it is a good Bargen 
and the laste fyne was vjli as I bare lamed Also 
tbe parties abouesaide be dead & Dowe in the tenure 
of one Stephen Erbery. 

£z^ per 'Radolphtaa Lambe deputatum Mathie 
ColtehirBte auditor is. 

Make a lease of tbe "premyases vnto Stephjm 
E^betye for terme of xxj yeres payeng the rent 
aforseyd & sli for a fyne. 

Edward North'. 



IV. PARTIC0LAES FOB A GbANT, 

The first membratie. 

M' that we Wylliam Hogges the Elder and 
Wylliam Ho^es tbe younger do Requyre to pur- 
chas of the kynges ma"* by vertu of his gracya com- 
Boission of sale tbe premysses conteyned in the par- 
tycuiers whare vnto these pre«cnt«5 are annexed 
beyi^e of sucbe clere yerely value as ys compryaed in 
the same In wytnes whereof to these presents I haue 
subscribed my name and putto my seale tbe xxiiij"* 
of ffebruary in the xxxvj yere of the reigne of o' 

1 B.O. Angm. OtF. Miso. Bka. toL 194, to. 34 (Partioulars for 
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soaerayae Lonle kyoge Hecry the viij*'' by the grace 
of god kynge of ynglonde ffirannce and Ireloode 
defecdoure of the fiaythe aad of the churche of 
yoglonde and also of Irelonde in erthe supreme 
bddd. 

William Hedge* thelder William Hodges junior. 

The second and third membranes are oorered with 
schedules of various manors which had been the property 
of the Marquis of Exeter. 

The fomih membraoo contaioB an acooimt of Blandford 
Bectory. 

The fifth and sixth memfaranes have valuations of oertain 
Datset property of Sherborne Abbey. 
On the seventh membrane we have : 
Comitatus Somerset 

Ffirma Totius Scl-' 
tua nuper Pnoratoa 
firatram ffranciacano- 
rum de Ivelobeater 
predicto in dicto oomt- 
tatft SomeTBtt cum Orte 
pomaria OardinM ac 
vno pamo Grovetto 
& omnibus altts suis 
pertinenttu eidem nn- 
per prioratui p«»ia- 
aeatibue sic dimisn 
Johanni Cuffe Senior* 
per Indeatwntm vt 
assertfur Beddenda 
inde Annnatioi 



super Frior- 
atns ffiratnim 
f&anciacano- 
rwn de Ivel- 
oheater in po- 
rochia de Ivel- 
Chester in dielo 
oomiiaiu Som- 



xiiJB iiijd 



What ffyne or Income was given for the premisses 
I knowe nott Alec it lieth xij miles flrome any of 
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the kinges graces bowses fforesteA ChciceB or parkes 
w*** byn reserued & kept for tbacceeae of biB bigbnea 
I baue made particulers bereof to do otber person 
nor I IcDowe no otber dissinu to bye tbe same but 
tbe biynger bereof. Wbat woddes grow"" vpon the 
pretnisseg tbe surveyo' therof can certifie 

EiaminaivB per Matthiam Coltehirste auditorem^ 



and demeans 
of the late 
pryorye or 
house of Oreye 
fifr«eni in II- 



pofyshe of II- 
chester in the 
seyd countye 



The eighth membrane 

The Scyto There were growing about 
seytuacon of the seyd late 
pryorye in one grovett there 
and in the demeans of the 
same ccxx ashes aod elmes of 
Ix Ixxz & c yeres grow' parte 
tymber aad parte vimally 
cropped & shred V* were sold 
to one Robert Cuffe of Ilches- 
ter in the seyd countye gent 
by Sir Thomas Arondell 
knight for the some of eig^t 
poundes sterling as appeiyth 
by a bylt of the sale theaxtf 
sygned & sealyd by the hand 
and Seale of the same Sir 
Thomas beryng date the xxix 
day of maye in the xxxi" yere 
of the reign of o' soueraigne 
Lord kyng henry theight And 
tiie money therof accompted 
for to the kngea highnes vse 
and the bargayne allowed 
good & effeotnell as by a byll 
signed w* the hand of Str 
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Thomas pope knight chefe 
master of the kingM ma"^ 
woodes of the courte of Ang- 
mentacons of the revenues of 
his highues Crowne be ring 
date the xxx"* day of Octobr 
in the xxivj"" yere of <f seyd 
soueraigae lorde* B&igne more 
planely doth appere, therfore 
the seyd trees not valnyd ... 
Examtnolus per me Dauid Clayton. 
The ninth membratiB refers to parts of the posaeseionB of 
the convent of Lenton in Nottinghamshire. 
The tenth membrane reads as follows : 
Foroella poesesdoaam nuper prtoriBse d 
in ooToitata Somerset. 







Reddifw aiue ffirma vnius 




















p«rtin«n{(%tM modo in tenura 










aiue occupacione Thome Body 


2XS 








de anno in annnm Reddendo 










indepCT-aanum 






1 




Beddt^u sine ffirma vnins 






.9 
Is 


aliiw tenements Burgo^ii ibwfem 




xlixs 


$ 


cum pertinenriJw* in tenora 




atix 


1 


1 




' 


yere 


-g 


Coke de anno in Annum 




pches 


S 




Beddendo per Annum 

tensm«nti Burgo^u ibttfsm cam 
pertinenfifriM in tenora due 

inde p«r Annum 


iXB 
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These be the fflret porticlers therof made to anye man 
Alao I knowe no other p^rsone desyrona to by the same 
nor the kyuge* graoe hath no more landea or TeaemenXea 
there appteynyng to the scud late prioris. 

Examinafua per Aado^um LAmbe deputatum mathie 
Goltehir«te Auditor** ibufem. 



Uembrane 11. 



( ^° 

i tine 1 
'in dM 



Forcella posBeaaionum nuper prionittM 
hospitw soncd JohoTuiis de Bridgewater 
dtoto Comilalu. 



Reddttu vnina Ten«- ^ 
menti tdae Bargo^t ibi- 
dem modo ant nnper in I 
tennra Authonil Lambte f 
Reddendo inde p«r 
annum J 

B«ddtCu vniua Tene- " 
mmt* due Bnrgo^* ibi- 
dera modo aat naper in 
tenura Bicon^i Hapgood 
inde per 



Beddifu vnins Tene- ^ 
mentt sine Burgo^i ibi- 
dem modo aut nuper in I 
tenura George Aysehe j 
Reddendo inde per 
annum ) 

'Reddiiu vniua Ten«- " 
mentt sine Burgo^ ibt- 
dem modo aut nnper in 
tenura Ricari^i Cattell 
reddendo inde per 
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'RedAitu vnias Teae- 
menti siue Burgc^u ibi- 
dem modo ant nuper in 
tennra Williami Gull; 
Reddendo inde per 



ReddtA* vniuB Ten«- ^ 
menti sine Burgo^ ibi- 
dem modo ant nnper in | 
Tennra Honrt I 

Reddendo inde per 



vJB viijd 



Beddtlu vniuB Tene- 
>»«nti sine BurgagH ibt- 
dem modo ant niip«r in 
tenant Thome Oonghe 
Reddendo inde per 
annum 



Beddttu vnius Tene- \ 
menti sine Bui^o^ ib*- 
dem modo ant naper in I 
tenura I^lle f 

~ " " inde per 



ReddAu Tnias Tene- ^ 
mentt siue Burgo^ ibt- 
i^em modo aut nuper in I 
tenaro BtTthe ] 

Reddendo inde 



per 
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"Redditu vniuB Tene- "* 
menti sine Burgo^ti ibt- 

1 modo aut nuper in | 
tenura Johonois Farre j 
Reddendo inde per 



TJ8 viijd 



Reddtfu vnins Tens- 1 
menU siue Baigagii ibi- 
dem modo aut nuper in r 
tefiura Maurictt Joajs 
per Annum J 

Eeddiiw vnius Tene-"! 
taenti siae Bnrgagii ibt- 
dem modo aut nuper in I 
tenura JohanniB Can- 
worthe Beddendo iude I 
perannwm ) 



Beddiiw vnius Tene-"* 
m«nti aiue ^argoffU ibi- 
dem modo aut nupeT* in I 
tenura Johnnnia fallan- I 
tyne Reddendo inde | 
per anntftn ; 

BeddtfM vnius Tene-' 
memtt slue Bnrgo^t ibt- 
dffm modo aut nnper in - v: 
tenura Anthonii lambte 
Reddendo inde per annwm , 

ReddtCu vniuB Tene- "| 
menti sine Burgo^i ibi- 
dem modo aut nuper in rv. 
tenura margarete GribuJl 
Reddendo Inde per annum / 
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Beddttu vniuB Teoe- ^ 
menU siue Bnrgagi* ibi- 
dem modo aut nnper m I .... 
tennra Willianii Anatye f ■* 
inde p«r 



Reddiiu vniuB Tene- 
ment* EQue Burgoyii ibi- 
dem modo aut nuptfr in 
tenura Jofaannis Newport 
Reddendo inde par 



Eeddidt tiuub Tene-"! 
menti sine hxirgagii ibi- 
dem modo aut nnper in I 
tenura Johonnls Dobyne I 
Reddendo inde per 
annum ) 

ReddtfM vninB Ten*-' 
menbi elue BmgagH ibi- 
dera modo aut nuper in 
tenura Joharaas Qelle 
Reddendo inde pa* 
annum 

Reddifu vniua Tene- ^ 
mtfnti sine Burgo^u ibt- 
dem modo aut nup«r in I 
tenura Johonnis Aonde- i 
bake Reddendo inde | 
perannum ) 
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Redditu VDiuB Tene- 
menti sine Burgo^t ibt- 
deta modo aut nujMr in 
tonnra Johonnis Was- 
salle Keddeoda iiide 
perwinum , 



tnenti eiue Burgt^* ibi- 
dem modo aat nnper in i 



tenura Bioon^i 
Reddendo iude 



ReddtJu vnina Tene- 
wwnti siue Bur^o^ ibi- 
(2fm modo aut nuper in 
tenura Johonnis Taylor 
Reddendo inde pw- 
annum 



Reddtto vniua Tenc- '^ 
m^nbi eiue Bnrgo^ ibi- 
dem modo aut nuper in I .. 
tenuro Johonnis Beddell f 
Reddendo inde per- 



Reddttu vnius Tene- *) 
menU siue Burgoj/tt ibi- 
(fem modo aut nuper in 
tenura WiUtami Jonj'B 
Reddendo inde per 
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Reddifu vnins Tene-'i 
menti siue Bnrgoj^t ibi- 
dem modo aut nuper in }-xs 
tenora RolMHi Hill 
Reddendo inde per annum J 

Keddito vnins Tene- "1 
menU siue Burgt^t* ibi- 
dem modo aut nnper in !-ts 
teanra JohonoiB a Wood 
aluw Toker pw annum. . . J 

Reddift* vniua Tens-"! 
menti siue Burgo^ ibi- 
dem modo aut nnp«r in I 
tenura Jacobi Boys f 
Reddendo inde per 



Redditu vniuB Tene- ^ 
mentt sine BurgOffii ibi- 
dem modo aut nuper in I ., 
tenura Thome Fhilippes i ^ 
Reddendo inde 
annum 

Redditu vnins Ten*- ' 
memtt sine Burgo^'i ib«- 
dem modo aut nuper in 
tenura Oristine Dov- 
dynge Reddendo inde 
perannum 

Reddito vnius Tane- ' 
mentt siue Bnrga^t ibi- 
deia modo aut nuper in - i 
tenura Johonnis Oder 
Reddendo inde per annumt . 
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Beddi<u vnius Tene- ' 
menti sine Bnrgo^ tbi- 
(fcm modo aut nnper in 
tenura Johonnia HasB- 
lowe B«ddendo iade per 
axtnum 



B«ddt(u Tniiui Ten»- 
menU siue Bargagii ibi- 
(/«m modo aut nupor in 
tennra Johannia Biyce 
Beddendo inde per 



Bedditu TniuB Ten«-'\ 
menbi mne Burgo^* ibt- 
dem modo ant nupsr in I 
tenura Johonnis Bonde [ 
Reddendo inde per i 



B«dd»tu Tnina Tens-"! 
menti sine Burgayii ibi- 
dem modo aat nup«r in | 
tenura Simon Vynycombe 
Roddendo inde per 









Reddifu vnius Tene-~| 
menti sine Burgo^i ibi- 
tfem modo ant nap«r in | 
tenura Alide Norman I 
Reddendo inde per 



^8 viijd 



ijaTJd 
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ReddtAf vnius T«ue- ' 
fiwnti Blue Bargo^t ibi- 
dem. modo ant nuper in 
tenura Jobonnis Rjngs- 
ton Reddendo inde par 
annum , 



BeddiJw vnius Tene-"\ 
tnenti bIds Burgo^t ibv- 
deai modo aiit nuper in I 
tenum Johonnis Hanse- [ 
love Reddendo inde per 
annum J 

Reddifu vnius Tone- ^ 
menti sine Bargagii ibt- 
dtaa modo aut nuper in I 
tenura Johannis Morle j 
Reddendo inde per 
annum ) 



xija viijd 



Reddtft* vnius Tene- "j 
menti sine Bui^o^t ibi- 
(fsm modo aut nup«r in I . 
tenura Johonnis Welle f ^ 
inde per 



Reddtfu vnius Tens- ' 
menti siue Bui^o^i ibf- 
dera modo aut nuper in 
tenura Johannis Walle 
Reddendo inde per 
annum , 
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Beddiftt rains Tom- ^ 
mettU mue Bargoffii ibi- 
dem modo ant nnpM- in I 
tennra Rogeri Bowdier 
Reddendo inde p«r 



Redditu raius Ten«- 
menbi sine Bui^o^t ibt- 
ftem modo ant nnper in 
tennra Willwuni Wiells 
Reddendo inde per 



Reddtfw Tniua Tene- 
menti aiue Burgo^ ibi- 
dem modo aut nuptfr in 
tenura Johonnia Cafie 
Reddraido inde per annum 

Reddttu vniuB Tene- 
menti siue Burgo^t ib»- 
dem modo aut nuper in 
tenura Williami Chann- 
deler per annum 

ReddtCu vnioa Tene- 
ment* siue Barga^i ibi- 
deni modo aut nupor in 
tenura Ricarrfi Tyrell 
Reddendo inde per 



xiijs iiijd 



iijaiiijd 



xijd 



Reddtfu vniuB Tene- 
ments uue Burgi^t ib*- 
deia modo aut nuper in ^iiijs 
tenunx Benet Tidu<M | 
Reddm<^ inde per am 
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Beddifu TniuB Tene- "^ 
mania, sine Bnrgii^t ibi- 
dem modo aut nuper in 
tennra Johonnis fTysaiier 
Beddendo mde per 
urnwn 

Reddttu Tnins Ten*- 
rtiffnti aiue 'Burgapii ibi- 
dem modo aut iiup«t* in 
tecum Walter* Coke 
Beddendo inde p«r 
annum ^ 

B«ddt<u voins Teno- "| 
menti eiue Burgo^ ib*- 
d«m modo aat nuper in j-xa 
teaura Willtami Nyght- 
yngall pw amiMWi ) 

Beddi^f vxdae Tene-' 
menbi sine Biirgayw ibt- 
dem modo aut nnp«r in 
tennra Johonnis Bayne 
Beddendo inde -par 



iijs iiijd 



Bedd*(u vniuB Tens- "j 
menti Bine Bnrgo^ ibt- 
d«m modo aut nnper in j-xijd 
tenura Thome phyllippe* 
ptfT annum J 

Heddt(w vniuB Tene-"! 
mentv sine Burgaffit ibi- | 
dem modo aut nuper in ^-iiija 
tenura Bicori^i Cantell 
Beddeodo inde per annum } 
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Reddiiu vniiw Tene- 
menU siue Burgo^ ibi- 
dem mode aut nuper in 
tenaraWillMmi WellfBhe 
par annum 

Eeddtht vniaa Tena- 
menU siue Burgo^ iM- 
desa modo aut nupor in 
tenura Bicortfi Maynard 
Beddem^ inde per umtun 

Reddtto vniua Tene- "^ 
m«»tt due Bargoytt ib»- 
c2sm modo aut nuper in I 
tenura Darbjr Harte | 
Reddendo inde per 
annum J 

Beddito vniua Tene- 
ments fliue Bui^o^i ilii- 
dem modo ant nnper in 
tenura Johonnis longe 
Beddendo inde per 
annum 

Heddiiw vnins Tene- 
maiti due Burgo^ ibi- 
dem modo aut super in 
tenura David IryBshe 
Reddendo inde per 



Redditu TniuB Tene- "i 
mentt due Burgojf** ibi- 
d«m modo aut naper in ^-rjd 
tennraWilltomi Ifaundes- 
ley per annum J 
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"Rodditti TuioB Teiu- '^ 
mentt siue Bnrgo^ ibt- 
dem modo aut niiper in I .... 
tenara Ricon^i Tyrrell j 
Reddendo mde per 
auaum J 

RedAitu vniuB Teti«- ' 
m«ntt Blue Burga^ ibt- 
dem modo nut iiiip«r ia 
tenura WUliami Nelle 
Reddem^ iude ver 



Reddtfu Tniua Tene- 
menU siue Burg<i^ ibi- 
dem modo ant nuper in 
tonuTO Willtami Traflfye 
Reddendo inde par 
annum 

Redditu vnius Ten«- 
mentt siue Bargo^ ibi- 
deia modo aat oxxper in 
teuum mauricii Degone 



pertamum 

Beddifu vniuB Tene- 
ment* Blue Burgo^ii ibi- 
dem modo aut nuper in 
tenui*a Mai^arete Hyat 



per annum 

HedAitu Tniua Tene- 
ments slue Burgof^i ibt- 
dem modo aut nupor in 
tenura Roberti ThomaB 
per annwrn 



▼iijd 
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Reddifu vnins Tene- "l 
mentt aiue Burgayii ibi- 
dem modo ant aiip«r in i .. 



Reddendo inde 



n 



per 



Bedd»(u vnjna Ten«- ~ 
tmnti sine Barj;<^M ibt- 
daa modo ant nuper in 
tennra Robtfrti Gregorye 
Keddentfo inde per 



viijd 



dua Tene-I 
m«nti sine Bui^o^ ibt- 
deia modo ant nnper in > xd 
tennra Thome Sqnyer pw 



Heddi<u vnius Tene- "\ 
menti siue 'Rxagagii ibt- 
cjnn modo aut nup«r in I 
tennra Johonnis Gold j 
Reddendo inde pet- 
annum } 



The forsaid ten«m«ntM lyeth in the towne &nd 
porisshe of Bridegewater and haue no landee exoepte 
GardynB apperteynynge to them k certeyne of the 
tenanntt«« there are bownde to Reporactous. Also the 
kynges Ma*** is chargyd w* a ffee of xla by the yere 
grannttyd to one John Hodgea Bally and Collector as well 
of the Bentte« of the aaid Bui^ages as of fforen B«ntte« of 
other lander and tenenKnteabelongynge to the said prior w* 
ammoonteth to the yerely value of xviijli xviijs viijd oh 
And f&rdermore thieee be the first porticulers that I 
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Iiaue made to any person hereof Also the kTnges grace 
hath bfus chai^d w' Beparacions vacactons & decayee 

there in an" xxxiiijto xxxvto & xxxYjto 'Regis noatri w"*" 
ammoimtith to xxjli xvb viijd 

Exotninatus p«t- Ma^am Coltehinte auditofwn 
The Rente of \xix Tene- ' 



"]■" 



Die 



z^li iija ii^d 



xlixB 



there App'^tenance« lyeng; 
xxxvij" w*in the Towne or Bo- 

Reffia Hen- rough of Bridgewater in 
lid viij"' the Countie of Somersett 

pro Qeraldo parcell uf the posBe««ions 
Erington of the lat« priore or hos- 

gen^roso pitall* of Seint Johns in 

Briggewater ya by the yere _ 

The Rente or fferme of uj tenement« or Bur- 
gages in the Citie of Welles parcell of the powes- 
sions of the late priorie of BucUond in the Coun- 
tie of Som«r8ett by the yere 

Summa zxiijii sijs iiijd which rated at ix yerez 
purchace Dothe Amounte to the somme of oacij li xj s 
To be paid in hande cxijli zjs And c" the Rest at 
Barthelmewtyde next. 

The teanure in Socage. 

memorandum the kyng must Discharge the pre- 
misses of All incombmuDce excepte Leasez And 
excepte suche charges As the £Fenaora ar bounde to 
Discharge by force of there Indeatures. 

IrrottdatuB per Johoiwiem Hanbye John baker 
P • • • North Rich. Southwell'. 



1 B. 0. Fortioalsis 1 
long extracts, though a 



>r grants 36 Hen. 8. W Hodges. These 
i forming a complete aeries, will serre to 
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lodez of those 'particulars for gitiDts' relating 
to Somerset which are to be found in the Record 
Office. 

The particulars for grants have been calendared 
ander the names of the would be grantees in 
Appendix II. to the 9th Report and Appendix II. to 
the 10th Report of the Deputy Keeper of public 
records. It will probably assist any who may be 
searching for documents concerning any particular 
place to have them rearranged under the respective 
houses. That at all eventd is the only excuse for 
the index appearing here. 

Athelney. 

Torreh Preston, &rm of the manor of. Request to 

purchase. John Charles, and Richard Farkw, 

12 Mar. 37 Hen. 8. 
Site and Demesnes, farm of. Request to purchase. 

John Cleyton, 36 Hen. 8. 
Lynge, farm of the manor, exchange with John 

Leigh, 16 June, 35 Hen. 8. 
Polden, Stowell, Holywell, Cunwyche, Stokegursy, 

Fetherton nwrsh, farms in ; Common of Pasture 

on Saltehaye ; farms in Holforde, in Combeflory 

and Holforde in Bagbowe. Keqnest to purchase. 

William Baafelde, 37 Hen. 8. 

ahow on the one band bow eitenBive and varied w«re the boldhigs 
of the religious bouses, and on the other how mnch one &milj 
wac prepared to bid for. Tbia is rather a short example tban 
otherwiw. 
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HatDpe, Mayor aad Corporation of BriBtjol, no date. 

Olavesbaye, in the pariah of North petherton, farm of 
the manor of. Keqnest to purchase. William 
Portemon, Samuel Law, and Alexander Popham, 
6 July, 36 Hen. 8. 

BridgBwater, rents in. Bequest to porchaee. John 
Smyth, 27 Ap. 35 Hen. 8, sec. 1. 

Caundle Purse (Dors.), farm of the manor of. Re- 
quest to purchase. Lord Stourton, 20 Feb. 36 
Hen. 8, sec. 2. 

Michella borough and Lamporte, rents in. Bequest 
to purchasa Robert Thornhill and Hugh Thorn- 
hill, 26 June^ 38 Hen. 8. (Woods also.) 



Hulfraunce, farm of the manor of. Bequest lo pur- 
chase. Also farm of the rectories of Upton and 
BittescoDib. John Charles, and Bichard Parker, 
12 Mar. 37 Hen. 8. 

Certain woods the property of the convent. No 
request. Humphrey Colles. 

Cathanger, rent in. Bequest to purchase. Sir Arthur 
Darcy, kt., 2 July, 37 Hen. 8, sec 3. 

Upton and Byttescombe, farm of the rectories of. 
Bequest to purchase. Thomas Ooodwyn, 19 Sep. 
36 Hen. 8, sec 2. 

Wynford, farms in. Request to purchase. Sir Bichard 
Graynfeld, 27 July, 38 Hen. 8. 

Broforde and Hilfraunce, farm of the rectory of. 
Right to purchase. Bichard Parker of Tavistock, 
Devon, 6 July, 35 Hen. 8. 

Morebath, farm of the rectory. Req^uest to purchase. 
George Boll^ E^-i f>t Stevynston, and George 
Heydon, of St Mary Ottery, Gent. 
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Vexford and Cathanghor in the parish of Stogurcy, 

reats in. Request to purchase. William Lord 

Stourtone, 7 July, 35 Hen. 8, sec. 1. 
Bath. 

Bridgehampton Ivelton, rents in ; lands and woods in 

Iveltou. Bequest to purchase. George Acvorth, 

Esq., and Edward Butler, Gent., 37 Hen. 8. 
Bristol, farms in. Bequest to purchase. Henry 

Brayne, 8 July, 37 Hen. 8, sec. 2. 
Woods of the Abbey. No requcBt Humphrey 

CoUea. 
Site, farm of the. Bequest to purchase. Sir Arthur 

Daroy, kt., 2 July, 37 Hen. 8, see. 3. 
Barton, farm of the Hundred of. Exchange to the 

Earl of Hertford. 
Aeabewyke or Ilwyke. No request. Thomas Homer, 

II Feb. 31 Hen. 8. 
Eaton and Katerin, farm of the manors of. No 

request. John Malt, 8 Sep. 38 Hen. 8, sec 3. 
Batheaton, farm of the Bectory of. No date. No 

request. Oxford, 
Ingtiscomb. No request Lord Buaeell, 30 May, 

36 Hen. 8, sec 8. 
Olneaton (GIob.), farm of the manor of. Bequest to 

have in exchange. Sir Balfe Sadleyr, F.C., 10 

Dec. 38 Hen. 8, sec. 3. 
Bristol, rents in. Bequest to purchase. John Smyth, 

27 Ap. 35 Hen. 8, see. 1. 
Longraysbeton rectory, farm of manor of Aysheton 

Meriett in the same parish. Bequest to purchase. 

John Smythe of Bristol, merchant, 8 June, 38 Hen. 

8, sec 2. 
Wydcombe and Lydoombe, lands in. Exchanged to 

Sir John St Leger, kt., 34 Hen. 8. No request. 
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Dnnster, woods. No requoat. Humphrey Colles. 
Danster Site and Demesne, fanu of. Seqn^t to pur- 
chase. Sir Arthui- Dare;, kt., 2 July, 37 Hen. 8, 



Mtnchin Babrow. 

Bristol, farms in. Bequest to purcbase. Hetuy 
Brajne, 8 July, 37 Hen. 8, sec. 2. 

Site and demesne lauds, &rm of. Bequest to pur- 
chase, with the manor and parsonage. William 
Clerk, March, 35 Hen. 8. 

Swyverton, farm of rectory. Exchanged to Sir 
Thomas Heneage, kt, — Hen. 8, sec. 2. 

Mynchin Barrow, farm of manor. So request. No 
date. — Williams. 

Bbidoewateb St John's. 

Northover : farm of the manor, with lands in King- 
ton and Charleton. Exchanged to John Leigh, 
16 June, 35 Hen. 8. 

London : farm in the parish of St John the Baptist, 
Fleet Street, London. Thomas Booher. No 
request. 1 Aug. 36 Hen. 8. 

nbruers, rents in the parish. Bequest to purchase. 
James Bowreman of Hemeok, 5 Feb. 36 Hen. 8. 

Woods, belonging to the House. No request. Hum- 
phrey Colles, 

Site, farm of. Sir Arthur Darcy, 2 July, 37 Hen. 8, 
sec. 3. 

Bysmore, form in. Bequest to purchase. Sir John 
Fulforde, kt., and Humphrey Cooles, 12 Mar. 
35 Hen. 8. 

More Wiuslow, rectory of. Bequest to purchase. 
Sir Bichai-d Graynfeld, 27 July, 27 Hen. 8. 

Bridgewater, r^its in the town ol Bequest to pur- 
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chase. Win. Hodges, senior and junior, 24 Feb. 

36 Hen. 8. 
Gotehurst and Gharlynch, farmB in. Reqnest to 

purctase. Alexander Popham and William 

Hally, 13 Dec. 36 Hen. 8. 
Durleigh, Ootehurste, Northpetherton and Bridge- 
water, famui in. Reqnest to pnrchase. Wm. 

Porteman and Alexander Popham, 6 July, 36 

Hen. 8. 
Bridgewater, rents in, and farm of the manor of 

Durleighe, Jk;. Request to purchase. John 

Smyth, 27 Ap. 35 Hen. 8, sec. 1. 
Bovy Tracye, rents in. Ilequest to purchase. John 

TregODwell and John Southoot, 25 Oct 36 Hen. 8. 
Broton. 

Site, farm of, 'with rectory of Kewton, Afanor of 
North Bruham, and rents in Horssely and South- 
bruham. B«quest to purchase. Sir Manrioe 
Barkeley, 37 Hen. 8. 

Brutton, rente in, rectory of Oharlton Adamp. 
Reqnest to purchase. John BeUov and John 
Broxholme, 10 June, 38 Hen. 8, sec. 4. 

Bongton, Manor of. Bequest to pnrchase. Tboe. 
Bowyer, citizen and grocer, of Ixtndon, 18 Mar. 

35 Hen. 8, sec 2. 

Churchill, farms in, parcell of Manor of Barnwell 
(Som.). Bequest to purchase. Richard Bnck- 
land, Robert Homer and John Bysse, 25 Aug. 

36 Hen. 8. 

Sterte, farm of the Manor ot Request to purchase. 
John Gilbert of Som', 8 Feb. 36 Hen. 8. 

Stcmy Eston, the farm of the Manor of. Bents in 
Horwood (Wincalton), Southbruham and in 
Byckewicke. No request. No date. Hyppeley. 



DiailizodbvGoOgle 



AND THEIB SUPPBESSION. 207 

Holcomb and Stainton Prior rectory. Farms in 

Fred;, Westfaarptiv and EBtharptre. No request. 

ThoB. Horner, rente in Asbwitte alias Carsclyff 

and Freda, 11 Feb. 31 Hen. 8. 
Westbury (Bom.), rente in. Request to purchase. 

John Malt, 7 Slay, 36 Hen. 8. 
BnCELAND. 

Site, farm of, with the rectory of Myhil Clonthe. 

Request to purchase. Wm. Earl of Essex, 11 

Mar. 35 Hen. 8. 
Korth Fethertou, farm of, parcel of the Manor. 

Bequest to purchase. Sir John Fulfbrd, kt, 

and Humphrey Gooles, 12 March, 35 Hen. 8. 
Chiloomb, Lordship or Manor of. Bequest to pur- 
chase. 8 Nov. 36 Hen. 8. John Hyde, Esq., 

and William Busshopp, yeoman. 
Wells, rents in. Request to purchase. William 

Hodges, Sr. and Jr., 24 Feb. 36 Hen. 8. 
Frinsley (Dors.J, farm of Manor of. Bequest to 

purchase. Sir John Horsey, kt., 5 June, 35 

Hen. 8. 
Moremalberbe, &rm of manor. Bequest to purchase. 

Richard Farker of Tavistock, Devon, 6 July, 35 

Hen. S. 
North Petherton, farm of the manor of. Bents in 

Aysshe and Thorusawcon. Bequest to purchase. 

William Forteman, Setjeant at Law, and Alex 

Fopham, 6 July, 36 Hen. 8, and farms in Goeton, 

in parish of Westmonkton. 
Toller, farm of manor o£ Bectory of Toller and 

Wynforde, Sumweys &1 Sam wise John. No 

request. 23 Feb. 31 Hen. 8. 
firompton Ruffe, &nn in Manor. Robert Tavemer, 

10 July, 36 Hen. 8, sec. 2. 
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Cahtmgton. 

BUkedon. Request to parohaae. Richard Androys, 

35 Hen. 8, sec. I. 
Bristol, farma in. Request to purchase. Henry 

Brayne, 8 Jnlj, 37 Hen. 8, sec. 2. 
Skylgate and Bmshford, rents in. Request to pur- 

ohftse. David Clayton, 10 Oct 36 Hen. 8. 
Woods. No request. Humphrey Collee. 
Godlegb (Dev.), rents in. Request to purchase. Sir 

Arthur Darcy, kt., 37 Hen. 8, sw. 3. 
Wytherigge (Der.) Request to purchase. GeoT|;e 

Hay don, geut, and Hugh Stuckey, Esq., 12 

Mar. 35 Hen. 8. 
Bradford (Dors.), rent in. No request. Sir John 

Horsey, kt, 27 Feb. 31 Hen. 8. 
Fudelwalston (Dors.), rent of the free chapel of. 

Bequest to purchase. Edwaid Rt^is, 16 June, 

37 Hen. 8. 
Bradford, farms in. Ko request No date. Sir John 

Horsey, Alderman Bundle. 

Cleete. 

Bristol, farms in. Bequest to purchase. Henry 

Brayne, 8 July, 37 Hen. 8, sec. 2. 
Wallworthye, rents in. Request to purchase. Sir 

John Fulforde, kt., and Humphrey Cooles, 12 

Matvh, 36 Hen. 8. 
Petzbagborowe, rents in Bishops Lydeard. Request 

to purchase. Thomas Hill, 14 Aug. 36 Hen. 8. 
Withycombe, rent in. Bequest to exchange. The 

Earl of Oxford. 

Templecombe. 

Willyton, &rm of the manor of. Exchanged to John 
Leigh, 15 June, 36 Hen. 8. 
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Compton, farm in. Request to purch&ae. Richard 
Morgan and Robert Long, citizen and mercer of 
London, 16 May, 37 Hen. 8. 

Glehanger Rectory and &nn of the manor of. Re- 
quest to purchase. Alexander Fopham and Wjl- 
iiam Halley, 13 Dec 36 Hen. 8. 

Freceptory, parcel of the. No request. William 
Sharyngton al. Sheryugton, Esq., 10 Oct 31 
Hen. 8, sec. 1. 

Bristol, manor of Templefee. Request to purchase. 
Mayor and Commonality of Bristol, 30 June, 36 
Hen. 8, aeo. 1. 

]>raycott, farms in, and famu in Stony Stoke and 
Shapton Montague. Request to purchase. John 
Broxholme and John Bellow, 30 Sep. 37 Hen. 8. 

Shepton Mallet, Blakoon, Worle, Babyngton. Be- 
quest to purchase. James Bysse, Mar. 35 Hen. 8. 

Weetcombelond, &rm of the manor of. Bequest to 
purchase. William Chaplyn, John Selwood, 1 
Mar. 36 Hen. 8. 

Qlastonbubt. 

Batcombe, manor of, also hamlets of Fermecomber 

Frestley, and Stoke in the Manor of Dultyng. 

Request to purchase. James Bysse, Mar. 35 

Hen. 8. 
Wrington, Manor of. Bequest to purchase. Sir H. 

Capell, kt, 9 Nov. 38 Hen. 8. 
Aysshbury (Berks.), farm of the manor of, and of the 

manor of Bradbury. Request to exchange for. 

Sir William and Sir Thomas Essex, kts., 13 Mar. 

34 Hen. 8. 
Gratlyngton, rectory, rents and farms in. Request 

to purchase. Giles Gore, 6 Ap. 35 Hen. 8. 
A. E. 14 
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Winterbonie SfoQcton, fturm of the manor ol Ex- 
changed to the Earl of Hertford. 
Pychesiat, farm of the manor o£ Beqaeet to par- 
chase. Sir Baffe Hopton and Dorothea hia Wife, 
8 Sep. 38 Hen. 8. 

Mellis Rectory, and Chapel of Ley annexed, farm of 
the Manor of Mellia with Lye, lands and tene- 
ments in Melles and Lye, manor and rectory of 
Nonney, fiirm called Lynde in YewelL Bequest 
to porchase. Th<aDa8 and JtAn Homer, 22 May, 
35 Hen. 8, Bee. 2. 

Andressey al. Nyland, farm of the manor of. Request 
to purchase. John Malt, 7 May, 36 Hen. 8, 
sec 2. Also rectory of Podimore Milton, manor 
of Foddimore milton, &rm of the manor of Doult- 
yng, farm of the hamlet of Stoke. 

London, farm of capital mansion with lands and 
tenements belonging to the same. Request to 
purchase. David Marten, 27 June, 36 Hen. 8. 

Cristmalford (Wilts.), Request to exchange. The 
Earl of Oxford, 35 Hen. 8, sec. 1. 

Estmonkton (Wilts.), farm of the roanor of. Also 
that of Kington. Ho request No date. Edward, 
Earl of Oxfonl. 

Kyngton (Wilts,), farm of the manor of. Request to 
purchase. Kicholas Snell, gent., 16 Feb. 35 
Hen. 8. 

Bristol, farm in the parish of St Stephen. Bequest 
to purchase. Richard and Boger Tavemer, 28 
Aug. 36 Hen. 8, sec. 2. 

Lottesham, farms within. Bequest to purchase. Wil- 
liam Goodyng al. Goodwyn, 29 Sep. 36 Hen. 8. 
HiNTON. 

Fresbford Manor. Richard Andrewea, 33 Hen. 8. 
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Falliill, pastui'e o£ Request to purchase. Eichard 
Androjs, 35 Hen. 8, sec. 1. 

Site. Bequest to purchase. Joha Bartlett aliaa 
Sancocke, and Robert Bartlatt, 28 May, 37 Hen. 8. 

Bristol, farms in. Request to purchase. Henry 
Brayne, 8 July, 37 Hen. 8, aec 2. 

F^lynche, Manor o( with hamlets of Shewescombe, 
Whittockesmede and Eckewyke in Wellow, other 
lands in Wellow. Request to purchase. Richard 
Buckland, Robert Horner, and John Byase, 35 
Aug. 36 Hen. 8. 

Mendip, rents in and upon, in parish of Wells. Re- 
quest to purchase. James Coffyu and Thomas 
Godwyn, 16 Aug. 37 Hen. 8. 

Rents in Lullington, Bekington, Loneleate, Oforde, 
Barmyater, Lodeford, Deverell, Longebrigge, 
Hyldeverell, Homyngesham, Stourton, Upton 
Noble. Exchanged to the Earl of Hertford, 28 
Jan. 32 Hen. 8, sec. I. 

Longleate, farm of a capital messuage. No request. 
Sir John Horsey, 31 Hen. 8, sec. 1. 

Hillington, rent of manor. Lands in Bekington and 
in Longleate and the Rectory there. Request to 
purchase. Robert Eeylewaye, gentleman of the 
Temple in London, 2 Aug. 38 Hen. 8. 

Henton, &rm of priory and possessions, in exchange 
to Sir Thomas Wyatt No request 32 Hen. 8. 

Longlete, &rm in. No request. No date. Sir John 
Horsey. 



Farm of the priory. Request to purchase. 
Hodges, Sr. and Jr., 21 Feb, 36 Hen. 8. 
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Wyngfelde and StoTreford, with woods. Richeird 

Andrewee, 33 Hen. 8, sec 3. 
Leigbton, manor of, and rectoiy of Clofforde. Sir 

Thomae Arandell, 36 Hen. 8, sec. 3. 
Bristol, fanns in. Bequest to purchase. Henry 

Brayne, 37 Hen. 8, sec. 2. 
Burford, farm of rectory. Bequest to pui'chase. 

Edmund Harman, 28 Ap. 37 Hen. 8, sec. 2. 
Eltham, rent of rectory. Bequest to purchase. 

Walter Hendle, 4 July, 37 Hen. 8, sec. 2. 
Marahfield (Glos.), farm of manor, exchanged to Sir 

Thomas Heneage, kt., — Hen. 8, sec. 2. 
Compton Dando, rents and farms in, and farm of 

rectory of Lytylton. No request. No dato. — 

Hyppelley. 
West Harptre, farms in, ajid in Blackwell and Hol- 

comb. No request Thomas Homer, 11 Feb. 

31 Hen. 8. 
Gamberwell, farm in the parish of. Bequest to pur- 
chase. Sir Thomas Pope, kt., 28 May, 36 Hen. 

8, sec. 6. 
Hinton, rents in parish of. Bequest to purchase. 

Edmund Walter, 13 June, 36 Hen. 8. 



I^ntenuU, rectory, woods of the priory. Bequest to 

purchase. George Acworth, Esquire, and Edward 

Butler, gentleman, 37 Hen. 8. 
Bridge (Dors.). Richard Andrewez, 33 Hen. 8, sec. 3, 
Gillingham, rent in parish ol No request. William 

Barnes, Walter Farre and William Glasscock, 

31 Hen. 8. 
Wortbe, Awefleton and Iiangton (Dors.). William 
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Beryffe of Colchester, cloth maker, John Multoa, 

gentleman. Request to purchaae. 20 Mar. 

36 Hen. 8. 
Muxkulome, rents in. "Rogex Bluette. No request. 

24 Feb. 31 Hen. 8. 
Cell of St Karoch and Manor of Gonan. Bequest to 

purchase. l4i*renoe Couttenay, 26 Aug. 37 

Hen. 8. 
-Carswell, Cell of (Dev.). Kequeat to purchase. John 

Erderisahe, 8 June, 38 Hen. 8. 
Nynehedd, farm in the manor of. Woods and rents 

in Hyde in tjie manor of Moncton. Request to 

purchase. William Eyer of Warminster, 25 Nov. 

36 Hen. 8. 
Monkleigh and Little Torryngton, farm of tiie muiors 

of. Request to purchase. Sir John Fulforde 

and Humphrey Cooles, 12 Mar. 35 Hen. 8. 
■Cadbury, rents in. Bequest to purchase. John 

Gilbert of Somerset, 8 Feb. 36 Hen. 8. 
Wameford, farms in. By exchange. William 

Gooffyn, May, 36 Hen. 8. 
East Chinnock and Closworth, farm of the maaors 

of Request to exchange. Richard Morrison, 

13 July, 37 Hen. 8, sec. 4. 
Stoke (Dors.), farm in, parcel of Cell of Holme. 

Request to purchase. John Tregonwell and John 

Southcot, 25 Oct. 36 Hen. 8. 
Montacute, &nn of Site, with possessions and woods. 

No request. Exchange to Sir Thomas Wyatt, 

32 Hen. 8. 

Taunton. 

Esse, farm of the manor. Exchange to John Leigh, 
15 Jone, 35 Hen. 8. 
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Priors BUckdon, woods of the manor. Bichard 

Andrewez, 33 Hen. 8. 
Bromyicote, rent in. No reqneat. Roger Btuette, 

24 Feb. 31 Hcti. 8. 
Taunton, Canon Street, Middle Street and St James's 

Street, in the pariah of St Mary Magdalen, Sc 

James and West Monkton. Beqaeet to par- 
chase. William Chaplyn and John Selwood, 

1 Mar. 36 Hen. 8. 
Wjtbiell, rente in the parish. Bequest to purchase. 

John Charles and Richard Parker, 12 Mar. 37 

Hen. 8. 
Lincote in the parish of Stoke Perrowe and in 

Wesheforde in the parish of Oldolyff, rents in. 

Request to purchase. David Clayton, 10 Oct. 

36 Hen. 8. 
Woods. No request. Humphrey Colles. 
Bestoti, farm of, with i«ctory and chapel of Pytmys- 

ter and Gorff and rectory of TrulL Request to 

purchase. Sir Arthur Darcey, 37 Hen. 8, sec. 3. 
Taunton, farms in, and in the suburbs, and rents in 

the parish of St Jamee. Bequest to purchase. 

Thomas Ooodwyn, 19 Sep. 36 Hen. 8, sec. 2. 
Otterford, farm of the rectory. Request to pur- 
chase. Sir Richard Graynfeld, 27 July, 38 Hen. 8. 
Fons Georgii in Wiltoa parish, rent of manor and 

parcel of the manor of Tonbridge in Kingeston. 

Request to purchase. Thomas Hill, 14 Aug. 

36 Hea 8. 
Batcombe, rents in. Bequest to purchase. Thomas 

and John Bomer, 32 May, 30 Hen. 8, sec. 1. 
Hilton and Hswkechurche, woods in the manors and 

fai-m of the manor of Esse. Exchange to John 

Leigh, 15 June, 35 Hen. 8. 
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Willood (I>«T.), farm of the Lordship, i-ectory, and 
all &nna in Willoud. Request to parchase. 
Christopher latcott, 14 Mar. 36 Hen. 8. 

Taunton, farm of Site. Bequest to purchase. Thomas 
OnBlowe, citizen and grocer of London, 26 June, 
37 Hen. 8. 

Dulverton and Willond, fanus of the manors of, 
farm of Staffordell and rents in Dulverton and 
Withill Lucott. Bequest to exchange. The 
Earl of Oxford, 36 Hen. 8, sec. 1. 

FixtoD, fcrm of the manor of. Request to purchase. 
Richard Parker of Tavystock, Devon, 6 July, 35 
Hen. 8. 

KorthpethertOD, farm in, and parcel of the Manor of 
Thurlexton. Bequest to purchase. Alexander 
Popham and William Halley. Also forms of 
Thurlebare and Tobridge. 

Bromefield and Kingeshill, farms in. Bequest to 
purchase. William Porteman, Sergeant at Lav, 
and Alexander Popham, 6 July, 36 Hen. 8. 

Oauldon, farm of the manor o£, in the pariah of 
Tolland. Bequest to purchase. William Stand- 
ishe, gentleman, 29 Jan. 36 Hen. 8. 

Winoaulton, Barowe and Boundehill, rents and farms 
in, and ferm of the rectory of Wincaulton. Be- 
quest to purchase. William, Lord Stourton, 7 
July, 35 Hen. 8, sec. 1. 

WiTHAM. 

Chiltemvagge, farm in, and in Donmere. Exchange 
to John Leigh, 15 June, 35 Hen. 8. 

Ozilstoke, rents in. Bichard Andrewez, 33 Hen. 8, 
sec. 3. 

Tysbury, Fountell, Gyfforde, Ac, farms in. Bichard 
Andrewez, 33 Hen. 8, sec. 3. 
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Bristol, farms in. Bequest to purchase. Henry 

Brayne, 37 Hen. 8, see. 2. 
Newebury (Berks.), rents in. Bequest to purchase, 

Bichard and Sir John Brydgia, 13 June, 35 

Hen. 8, sea 1. 
Bristol, rents in. Request to purchase. Mayor and 

Commonality of Bristol, 30 June, 36 Hen. 8, 

sec 1. 
Hyden, &rm of the tenths of the Manor of. Beqoest 

to purchase. David Clayton, 10 Oct. 36 Hen. 8. 
Frary, farm in the pariah of. Bequest to purchase. 

David Clayton, 10 Oct 36 Hen. 8. 
Witham, farm of the manor and rectory. No request. 

Rafe Hopton, 20 Nov. 35 Hen. 8. 
Leqnarre, Grange called, in the pariah of Fraiy. 

Eequeat to have in gift. Sir Raff Hopton, 21 

Oct 37 Hen. 8. 
Hyden, farm of the manor. Request to pnrchase. 

Robert Maye, 1 July, 36 Hen. 8, 
Westbarow Orange, farm of, farm of Holtewood, 

lands in Witham. Request to exchange. The 

Earl of Oxford, 35 Hen. 8, sec. 1. 
Witham Charterhouse, farm of parcel of poaseasions 

ol No request. No date. The Earl of Oxford. 
Warmington (Warwick), farm of the manor of, witJi 

penaion to the rectors of Warmington and 

Wylley. No request. William and Francis 

Sheldon, 26 June, 35 Hen. 8, sec. 1. 
Monkesham, farm of the manor of. Bequest to 

purchase. William, Lord Stourton, 7 July, 35 

Hen. 8, sec. 1. 
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VI. A Grant oh the Patent Roll. 

Bex ovanihus ad quos &lc salutom Sciatis quod pn Joh- 
DOS pro summs centum octogista duarum librantwi ,o„ ^ ^^\ 
& quindecem solidorwm legalis monete Anglw ad oewJone 
manus Thesauntm uoatri cum nostre Augmentacio- ha-e^bua. 
Dum reuencioDum corone nostre per Johannem Clay- 
ton alias CluttoQ generosum ad uBum nostrum per- 
soluta de qua quidem omnia &temur nos plenarie 
esse BtdiaiactoB St persolutos eundemqu« Johan?iem 
beredsA executores & admiaistratores suob inde esse 
acquietatos & exoueratos per pi-esentes de gra.tia 
nostra speciali ac ex c^rta eciencia & mere motu 
nostria dedimtta & concessimus ac per presentes 
, damus & concedimMa prefato Johonni Clayton alww 
Clutton totum illud scitum septum circuitum ambit- 
itm & precinctum nuper monasterii de Athelitey in 
comitatu nostra someraet cum sais iuribtu & perti- 
nenciis vniuersis modo vel nuper in tenura sine 
occupactcme cuiuadam Johannis Tutohett militts 
dom-tni Audeley vel aseignatorTwre suorum ac omnia 
& singula demos edificia ortos pomaria gardina star' 
bula columbartfu stagna vinana aquas piscaricu pia- 
caciones terram & solum nostra infra predicium 
BcitMTO dicii nuper monasterii existentia Ac eciam 
omnia & singula mesuagia teiTas tenein«nfa pascuas 
pastures redditua reuerciones seruicia communias ac 
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cetera hereditamenta nostra quecumque (»ic) descrip- 
tions iacentia & es-isteatia in parochia de ling saynct 
michell borowe et alibi in dicto comi^atu no^ro 
somerset videlicet omnia ilia terras tenementa pmta 
pascua pasturos redditus reuerctones seruicia com- 
munias & cetera hereditamenta nostra quecumqu« 
ci^nita seu vocata p^ nomeu seu per Domina de le 
Hand' mille mede long meade subtus le orchard 
littell meade longmead clyoesmeade & brandes- 
mead ac duo iUa piata nostra cum pertinenciis in 
orientali parte de la dreue & vnuwi pratum noatrum 
vocatuni brodemead Ac vnam claueam iuxta brode 
mead duaa paetunu in boriali parte de le drene 
Tocati hyculer vnam clausam in occidentali parte 
de biculer vnam clausam prati in occidentali parte 
de le dreve pr«dicti duo clauaos vocatas colyns lease 
vnam clausam prati vocatam pjpesmore ac duo le 
willowbers cum earwm pertinejKrtie vniuersis necnon 
omnia & singula alia terras tenementa prata pascuaa 
paaturos redditws reu^rciones seruicta commufltas ac 
cetera hereditamenta nostra quecuraq-ue cum eorwm 
pertinencits vniuersis cognita per nomen seu per 
nomina de les demesne lands dtcti nuper monasterii de 
Athelney & cum predicto scitit di'cti nuper monasterii 
pretato Johanni Tiitchett vel altts dimissa seu locata 
existenfia que quidem (sic) messui^ia tsrre tenementa 
& cetera premissa cum eorum pertinenciis vniuersis 
dicto nuper monasterio de Athelney dudum specta- 
bant & pertinebant ac parcella possessioniim & reuen- 
cionum eiusdem nupsr monasterii extiterunt Damns 
necnoQ pro consideracione predicfa ac ex certa sciencia 
& mero motu nostris per presentea concedimus pre- 
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fato Johanni Clayton alias Glutton reuereionem & 
reuersicmes predicti 8cit«« measuagi'orum terrarwrii 
omniMm singulorum premissorum cum eorum perti- 
nencits voiuersis Ac omnes & Bingulos redditus reuen- 
Clones & cetera asnualia pr{>ficua quecumque Buper 
qaibuecumque dimiseionibus seu concessionibiM pre- 
rais&orum a,ut alicuiuB inde parcellae iactis reseruatw 
Ac omnes & singulos boscoB Bubboscoe & arbores 
nosttBS qu03cuinqu6 de in vel super preoiisais aut 
aliqna inde parcella crescenfe^ slue existsatea Ac 
Tlt«nu8 damus pro consideractone predicfa ac ex 
certa sciencia & mere motu aoatns per presentes con- 
cedimuj prefato Jobanni Clayton alias Jobanni 
Clutton predwrfwm scibwrn dtcri nuper monasterii ac 
omnia & singula domos edificia mesuagia terras tene- 
menta ac cetera omnia & singula premissa cum eorwm 
pCT-tinenciw vniuersis adeo plene & integre ac in 
tam amplisn'mo modo & fomia prout vltimws Abbas 
dtcCi nuper monasterii de Athelney aut aliquis vel 
aliqui fredecesaorum suontm in iute nuper monas- 
terii illiua aliquo tempore ante dissolucionem Bup- 
pressionem siue suraum reddicionem eiusdem nuper 
monasterii vel antiquum nuper monaaterium illud 
ad manu8 nostTBB deuenit predicts scitttm meeuagia 
terras ten&jienta ac cetera pTvmiasa aut aliquam inde 
parcellam bo&uit tenuit vel gauisus fuit ba&uerunt 
tenuerunt vel gauisi fiierunt sen habere tenere vel 
gaadere debuerunt aut debnit ot adeo plene & in- 
tegre ac in tam ampliaeimo modo & forma prout ea 
omnia &s singula ad manus rsctone vel pretexta 
dissolucionia suppressionis siue sursum redicionis 
died nuper monasterii aut racione vel pretexta 
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alicuius carte domini concesslonis vel confirmacionis 
vel surauin reddict'onis predictura nuper Abbatein 
QUper conueatitfra dicti napw monastmi sub sigillo 
euo coDTentuali aotis inde confecta aut lactone vel 
pretextu alicuius acti parleamenti aut aliter quo- 
curaq«e modo deuenerunt seu deuenere dobuerunt 
ac in manibus nostris iam existunt seu eziafere de- 
bent vel deberent Quequidem acitjM mesuagia terre 
tenementa &. cetera premissa cum suis pertiaentihtis 
exteuduut ad clarum atinui valorem decern librarum 
duo?-Mm Bolidorum sex denart'orum decima inde non 
deducta Habendum tenendttm & gaudeaduro pre- 
liictmn scitwm dicH nuper monaaterii ac prcdicta 
domos messuagio edificia ortos pomaria gardina terras 
tenementa prata pascua paaturos reddit^ reuersiones 
aeraicia community & cetera onuiia & singula pre- 
missa cum eorwm pertinenciis vniuersis prrfato 
Jobanni Clayton alww dicto Johanni Glutton bere- 
dibus assignatis suis in perpetuura Tenendum de nobis 
beredifiuA & succeasoribus nostns in capite per ser- 
uicia quadr^esime partis unius feodi militis Ac re- 
denditm inde annuatim nobis berediiud 8UCcessoribu« 
nostria viginti solidos & tres denarttw legalis monete 
Anglte ad dictem curiam nosft-am Augmentacionum 
reuencioDum corone nostre ad festum sancti micboefis 
Archan^e^i eingulis annis soluendum nomine decime 
&; decime partis inde pro omnibus aliis redditi&us ser- 
uiciis & deraaadationiims quibuscumque proinde nobis 
lieredifiMS vel succeaaoribws nostris quoquo modo red- 
dendwm soluendwm vel faciendum Ac vlterius volu- 
mus pro conaideracione predicfa ac ex certa sciencia & 
mere motu nostns pro nobis berediius & successori- 
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bus nostns per preseates concedimus prefato Johanni 
Clayton altos Cluttoa heiedibus & aaaignatia suis quod 
iidem Johannes heredes &; assignafi Bui haiiebuut 
tenebunt & gaudebunt ac habere tenere & gaudere 
valeant & possint infra predictum scituw dwrfi nuper 
monasterii de Athelney & cetera premissa & infra 
quili&et (sic) inde parcellom tot talia & tanta eadem 
huiusmodi & consimilia cutmw let<w viatts ffranci 
plegit ac omnia que ad viaum flfrancipie^i perti- 
nent seu impostum spect^-e possunt aut debent fines 
amerciamenta Hberas warennaa ac omnia que ad 
liberam warennam pertinent bona & catalla waiuiata 
bona & catalla felonum fugitiuor'iim ezchunis pro- 
ficua commoditates libertates emolumenta & here- 
ditamenta quecumque quot qualia quanta & que 
dtc^s nuper Abbas dicfi nuper monasterii aut 
aliquis vel aliqui predecessorMw Buorum nuper 
monasterii illius aliquo tempore ante disBolucionem 
suppressionem siue sursum reddicionem eiuadem 
nuper monaaterii uel antiquum nuper monastmum 
illud ad manus nosfraa deuenit habuit tenuit vel 
gauisus fuit habuenint tenuerunt vel gauisi fuerunt 
seu ha&ere teneie vel gaudere debuerunt aut debuit 
in predictts scitit mesuagio terris tenement & ceteris 
premissis aut in aliqua inde parcella racione vel 
pretextu alicuius carte doni concessionis vel confir- 
mact'onifl aut aliquarum literarunt paten^um per nos 
seu per aliquem progenitorwm uostiorum pretato 
nuper Abbati & conventui dtcfi nuper monasterii aut 
alicui aeu aliquibus predecessorum suorum quocum- 
que modo factaruni vel concessarwm aut ract'one vel 
pretextu alicuius preecripctonis vsus seu consuetudinis 
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aut alitor quocumqu« modo Ac edam volumus pro 
«oDsideractone predict ac ex Ctfrta scienda & niero 
motu aoatris pro nobis heiedibus & Buccessoribiu 
Qogtiia • • • • per presentes co&cedimus pre- 
fato Johantd Clayton alios Clntton heredSma & 
assignofiB suis quod nos hered«« & successores nostri 
in perpetoum aannatim &, de tempore in tempos 
acqmetabimu3 esonerabimus & indempnes consenia- 
bimtis tarn eundem Johannem beredes & assignotoa 
sues qtuim predicfum Bcitum mesuagia domes edificia 
terras tenementa & cetera omnia & singula premissa 
cum eorum pertinenciis vniuersi vaaa nos beredes 
■& successores noriros & Tsas quascumque alias p^r- 
sonas & aliam personam quicumque de omnibus & 
omnimodo corrodia rediti&us feodis annuitatibuf 
-denarii summis quibuscumque de premissis sen 
aliqua inde parcella quoquomodo ezeuncZis sea 
soluendig vel super inde oneratis seu onerandu 
proeterquam de redditi&us & semiciis nobis bere- 
dibus & successoribus nostns per preseutes superius 
reseruatis ac proeterquam de omnibus & omnimodo 
aliis redditi&us feo<2is annuitatibus omnibus & denarii 
aummis quibuscumque que finnarius diet* sdtus & 
ceteronnn premiaeorum ractone Indenture & dimis- 
sionis inde ei confecta tenetur soloere aut quoquo 
modo ezonerare volentes inauperper presentes firmito- 
tem iniungendo percipientes tarn cancellario & consilio 
nos^ dicte curie noatre Augmentacionum corone 
Doatre pro tempore existenti&us heredum euccessorum 
nostrorum quam omnibus & singulis Auditoribus 
Receptoribus ac aliis officiants & miniatris nostris 
quibuscumque heredum & succesaorum nosfrorum 
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pro tempore exiatentihm quod ipsi & eontm quilitet 
8up^ solam demonstractonem \iterairum nostrarum. 
patenfium aut super errotulamentttm earundem 
absque aliquo alio Uteri (sic) seu warranto a nobis 
heredibus vel successoribiis nos^a quoquo modo 
impetrando obtinendo seu prosequendo super solu- 
cione dtcfi annui redditus nobis per presentes supe- 
nus reseruati pleDiam integram debitamque alloca- 
ct'onem de&lcactnnem deductiooem & exoneractonem 
manifestain prefato JoYumni ClajtoD alias dicto 
Clutton heredihua & aseigno^ suis de omnibue & 
omnimodo hniusmodt corrodits redditi&us feodts Aa- 
nuitatib»« & denarii summia quibuscumque de pre- 
missis seu de aliqua inde parcella vt prefertur 
e^eandis sen soluendia vel super inde oneratur seu 
oneranda (exceptis preexceptis) facient &; fieri 
causabunt et he litere nosire patentea aut irrotula- 
menta earwmdem emnt annuatim & de tempore in 
tempus tam dicto canceUario & consilio nos^ro dicie 
curie uostie Augmentacionum reuencionum corone 
nostre pro tempore enstente heredum & successoruiw 
nostTorum quam omnibi*g & singulis predicts Recep- 
toribug Auditoribi/s & aliis officiariis & ministris 
nostris quibuscumque heredum & successorum nos- 
troru/in sufficiens warrantum & exoneracio in hac 
parte Et vlterius damus pro consideracione predict 
ac ex certa sciencia & mero motu nostris per pre- 
seates concedimus prefato Johanni Clayton alias 
Clutton omnia & singula exittts redditiu reuenctones 
& proficua predictorum aciiits mesui^'i terrarum 
teaementorwm & ceteroruin ommum & singulorum 
premissoruin cum eorum pertinenciis vniuersis a festo 
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AnnuDciaciOTiis heate marie Virginia vltimo prrt«rito 
huiusqzte prouenfus omne cieecens habenda eidem 
Johanni ex dono nostra absqwe compoto de aliquo alio 
perinde nobis heredibus vel auccessoribus nosMs 
quoquo modo reddendo Eoluendo vel faciendo Ac 
eciam volumus pro consideractone predicfa ac ex 
ceria, sciencia & mero motu nosfris per presentes 
concedini'us prefato Johanni Clayton alios dicto 
Glutton qttod ho&eat & ha6ebit has liferas no^fras 
patents sub magno sigillo nos^ Anglioe concedim'US 
debito modo factor & sigillatcu absque fine seu feodo 
magno vel poruo nobis in hanaperio aostro seu alibi 
ad vaum aoatruTa quoquo modo redendas solnendcw 
vel faciendos eo qwod expressa mencio &c In cuius 
rei &c. Folatina Anglian regina ac generali Bectrice 
eiusdem apud Hampton Courte xvij die Augusti 
Anni re^ni uicesimo sexto'. 



VII. Inventoby. 

The houaaes of ffreres lately given vp whiche 
haue any substance of leayde. 

The grey freres in brigwater oon pane of the 
cloyater ij grete gutteT^ bitwen the church & the 
batilment diuerse grete spowtea on bothe sides of the 
church w' an oryall in a chamber all leaded". 

' B. O. Patent BoU, 36 Hen. nn. part 9, Memb. 41. 
B. 0. Chapter Ho. Bks. Vol. Aft. 
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VIIL Inventory. 
The grey freeres of brygewattw 

Thys Indentur makeythe mencyon of all y* stuffe 
of y* grey freeres of brygewatt«r receyued by y* lord 
vysytor vndeT" y* lord prevy seale for y* kynges grace 
& delyueryd to Jolm newport mayer ther & Rycherd 
torell to 86 and order to y* kynges vse w"* y* bowse 
& all y* pertenans tyll y* kynges plesure be forder 
kuowyu 

The quire 

In pHmis a tabull of alybaster w"" ix ytaages 

Item OQ y* autre iij autre clothes 

Item ij godely candelstekes before y* autre 

Item a payer of organs 

Item a lampe baeon & a DOther iampe 

Item a holywater etope letten' 

Item a grate of yeora* a bowte a tombe 

Item a lecteme yeom & a sacry bell 

The Chjrche 
Item iij clothes before y" autre 
Item a frame of yeom abowt a tombe 
Item an old coffer 
Item a chappeli w"" a &ame barryd w"" yeron 

The Sextr« 

Item & cope of red veluet lobroderyd w"" flowers 
w"" offeras clothe of golde 

Item a cope of saten inbroderyd w"" offeras yma- 
chery 
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Item a. cope of aylke red & grene 

It«m ij copes of chaungeable aylke y* one inbro- 
deryd y* other blewe veluett w* etarres of golde 

Item a whyte cope damaske w*" aprede egylles y' 
offeras red damaske w*** &geUea of golde 

Item a notber wbyte cope damaeke w"" floweres 
of golde y" offeras red veluet w"* ymagery 

Item a cope of eylke w^ y" ofTeras blewe veluett 

Item a notber cope sylke w* fioweres y* offeras 
cbasytit w* ymages 

Item iij copes aylke w"" dyuerse offeraa 

Item a cope of blewe sylke y* offeras red veluet 

Item acope cbauDgeable sylke y* offeras red veluet 

Item a blewe cope w"" staree y' offeras red veluet 

Item ij copys of clotbe stenyd 

Item ij copea of red sylke 

Item an old blacke cope rent 

Item an nother old cope 



Vests mentcs 

Item a aute of whyte aylkea pryst decon & aub- 
>acon 
Item iiij old tenacles' 
Item vij old chesabullee 
Item a cheste for copys lockyd 
Item a prease for veatementes 
Item a lytyll tabull 
Item a frame for y' pascall 
Item certen old stallys 
Item a borde vnder y* sete 
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The 2* howse 
Item a 8ute of whyte damaske w* flowery of 

golde 

Item a Bute of whyte lackyng iij ames 

Item a nother sute of blewe not leke 

Item a sute of blewe sylke w"* stairs of golde 

Item a sute of bninchyd sylke y* offeras blewe w"" 

starres of golde 

Item a sute of blacke sylke w"* dyuerse oEferaa 

Item a sute of grene sylke 

Item a sute of blewe sylke w* swanuys 

Item a syugyll westement blewe w"* starres golde 

Item a vestement red aylke lackyng ames 

Item a vestement black sylke 

Item a horse clothe bokeram 

Item ij palles sylke 

Item iiij sylkea for y* patens or chales 

Item iiij curteas sylke 

Item ij pere crosse clothes 

Item a carpet to lay before y' autre 

Item a lytyll red pawle & a towell 

Item iij clothes to hange before y* autre 

Item ij lytyll cuschynges 

Item vij clothes for y* prystes stall & y* chantre 

stolys 

Item a frynge for y" autre 

Item a clothe to hange before y' rode 

Item iiij old chested & iij coSeres 

Item V corporaaseys w"* ther casseys on sylke 

The chambered 
Item ij payer of blancketee 



_ ,;™:,GoogIe 



228 THE SOMERSET HOUSES 

It«m on pare couwyng w"" pore haxigyages 

Item a cowutre 

Item iij chayers 

Item a cupbord 

Item iij cofferes 

Item ij aundyerades 

The Fratre 
Item vij old tabulles , 
Item iiij ledderes & a cupbord 

The kechyn 
Item a coper in a fornes 
Item ij brochys 
Item ij aundyeryndes 
Item a payer of pothokes 
Item a grett bane of yeron w"* a hengeil 
Item ix platterxes pewtre 
Item vj dyshye 

Item ij saucre« w'" ij potyngeres 
Item a treuet 
Item ij fattes to brew in sold to by lockes 

The buttre 
Item ij tabull clothes 
Item one towell 
Item a salt of pewtre nowt 

Memorandum wher y* dettes of y* howse drew a 
boute xviij or xix" y" vysytor bathe delyueryd an 
old sute of vestementes w"* y" cope and other small 
thyi^es to y* wardeyn & y* warden hathe vndertaken 
to dyscharge all dettes and y* vyaytor hath w"" hym 
to y" kyages vse In Juellee & plate to y" sum of xvij 
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vnc' and xviij vnc' and dso bathe sold ij old feder- 
heddea and ij small ■pottes and one panne For xvij' 

per me Johannem newportt 
per me Bycliard Tyrrell* 



IX. Sales of Materials'. 



The following accouote are taken &om the Minis- 
tera' Accounts in the Record OflGce (Exchequer and 
Augmentations) for the year 30—31 Henry VIII. 
No. 224. We have first a statement of receipts 
from variouB sources. 



Ei respondet de — Cxxijli vijs ijd re- 
eeptxB de Frauncisco Edwardes de precto vij 
CampanEirum nviper Monasteno ibtdl^m per- 
tinenfium ponderanctum ad muioem iz M. 
D. G. AiTnidiv/m iuxfo ratom xtb pro qoali- 
bet wnien& gio venditarum eidem Fraon- 
CMCO per Thomam Aruodell MiJitem Recep- 
torem domtni Be^ ihideia ex BeoogDicton« 
sua in Ubro Eeeept/ug sui huina anni super 
hnnc Oompoluia examlnato. 



> B. O. Chapter Hoiue Books B A, p. 71. For a similAi 
Inventot; at IlaheBter Friai? see the Reliqvary, vol. ixv. p. 77. 
It is well to note Father Folmer'B ofiQtion that maoh had uEo&lly 
been sold before the Inientoiy wu made, see Reliq. vol. xvn. 
p. 182. ' The inTentortef of goods seized in English frinries hj 
the Eing's Tiaitora, 1537 — 8, often mere gleanings after a harvest 
reaped b; local peonlatots, — cannot be trusted as indioations of 
poverty.' Hewlett, Introd. Hon. Fnm. prsf. xizlj. d. (Bolls Ser.) 

* Op. Oasq. n. 436. 
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El de — xjli prouentenlt&tw de precio 
certorum 8ap«rflusorum Edificiorum eidem 
nnper MaaaBterio pertineniittm Edc eidem 
FrauHcisco venditorwn p«r dicfum Recep- 
torem ex BecogtuCMms sua in libro Reeeptu* 
sai huiua aimi Bup«r huno Campofum ex- 
. anuTiata. 

Sttmtna iiij iijli vijs vjd 

E( de iiij zviijli zviijd 'pnmeaientibHi de 
precta viij Caxapanarum nupet* HLoaaattno ib- 
ideia pertiiunfiuin pooderanttuFn ad innicem 
xiij M iij quarteria iiij lebro* ioxfa ratotn zv b 
pro qualibet centeDBt sic predicts 'Frtmacuco 
EdwardM venditarum per dictum Thomam 
Anmdell iSiUlem Receptorem ibufsm ex 
Becognicione sua in libro RecepttM hoios 
anni super hnno CompoAun examiitata. 

£( de — XXX li reeeptts de Anthonto 
FajB de precib tocins fanig' et vitri dtcto 
nnper Moniuferio pertineiitium sic prefab 
AnthoDw in grosso per supradtclum Tho- 
mam Arusdell Mi/ttem ReccpCorem ibtdsm 
Tenditorum ex RecognictOTu sua in libro 
receptiM sut huiu« anni sup«r ItoDC Oom- 
potunL examinata. 

Ef oneratur HUp«r oomptXum de — xli 
prouenMn<t6us de lez dort eidem nup«r 
MoDiuterM pertinent do fioberto CookM in 
Groaao vendito pa* dictum Thomatn Amn- 
dell Mi/*tem Reoaptornn dofntni regia ibitfem 
adhuo in mana &ia& Boberti xkAxo existen- 
tUnus inBolutM. Eo quod hobet diem aolu- 
cionu inde usque proximam prout patof 
> ?torri. 
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per CompoAun Obligacwwm inde &£tum 
penes himo oompu&tn^eiu tmaaaerUem. 

Si onsratur supsr compotum de — ^jli 
prowaaieniibua de precio lez Fratrie eidem 
nuper Mona<<«rM ptirtinenjis sic Waltera 
DenyB Mi2itc in Orosso veuditi p«r dtcfifm 
Rec^ptorent cum Ixb premanibiM solutts et 
Izs adhuc leiaaneniibut in mtuiu dioti Wal- 
ton aretro insolutw Eo quod hotet diem ao- 
luctonw usque proxtmom Compofum p?-out 
pofef per ObUgacumem attom inde lactam 
penes huDC CompufonC^m restitutom. 

E( oneratiw Buper Compo(wm de — viij U 
prouenwTrfiinw de precio de lez Cloyeter 
eidem nuper tS-onasterio pertinenfe aic ven- 
dito Heortco Bewchyu per d»c(wni TKomam 
Arimdell Mi/itein cum iiijli premanibus 
solutM et iiij li adhuc io maoum dic^ Hen- 
nci B«ma7ienftdu« insolntM £o quod ho&et 
diem soluctonM inde osque proxtmum Oom- 
pofum prout potei per obligactowem inde fec- 
, torn penes hunc Computontem remonentem. 

Sutnma — Olij 11 xviij d 

Ef oneratur saper Gompotum de ziiijli 
proaeut«nli&u« de precto iij Campanorum 
ponderanoium ad inuicem M' M' C saowi- 
dwm. ratam xiija iiijd pro qualibet oenteoa. 
nuper Monosierto predioto pertinenfium sic 
venditorum Rioanfo Morian per predtcfum 
Thomam Anmdell MiZitem Rece/itorem 
domuii i^M ibitfem cum vjli premftnibu« 
solubif et viijli in manu dicfL Ricartfi aretro 
existen^iAiM insolutis Eo t\uod ba6et diem 
solnotonw inde usque proztmum CompoAtm 
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pront poM per obligacM>n«m inde &ctam 
peoea tmnc Contfutantem remanenUm. 

£< oneratur super Compofum de — xxli 
froaoaienlibus de precio snptfrflnoBorum EMi- 
ficiorutn eidem naper i/Loncutario pertin^n- 
tiiun Bic in Oroaso Radu^pAo Hopton par 
dictum Thomani Anindetl MiKtwin Recep- 
(orem ibiiism venditorum et adhnc remo- 
noUtdM in m&num dicti Radulp/a aretro 
insolotM Eo quod habttb diem soluciomw 
inde tuque proztmum compo^m pnnit patet 
p»r oblig&ctoHMn inde factom penes tunc 
. GOmputan/etn Bestitutam. 

Swmma zzsiiijU 



Et oneratur super compofum de — 
xxxixli ijs yroviSTiieTUibxu de precio qoin- 
que campanarum eidem nuper monosferio 
pertin«nlium ponderanctum ad inuicem 
V UCC ziij \ibraa iuzta latam xvs pro 
qualibet cen£?na sio venditarum Fraon- 
OMco Edwardes p«r supra dictum Thomam 
Arundell Mi/ttCTn 'Bjeoeptorem ibufem cnm 
zziiijli zijd pr«man«&iM solutt* et xvli xijd 
adlinc in uianu dtcfi Frauncuei reman«nt«- 
bua insolutia £o quod ho^t diem solucionu 
inde usqtM proxintum compobun prout 
pofet per obligaovonein inde factom penes 
hunc oomputoTitem rema/nentem. 

Et de — xli Teee;)tw de diuersM personw 
de precio suptfrfluosorum Edificiorum eidem 
nnper Monoeterio pertinenftum sio eisdem 
(aic) venditorum per dtcfum Thomam Anm- 
dell Mi^ttem Keceptorem domtni r^^M ibiciem 
ez B«cognicM>ne sua in libro Rec«f)tu« eut 
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I hnias atmi super hunc compo^m osteiua 
t_ et examinata. 

Bumvaa zlixli ijd 



Moantagu 



Et aueratur super compofum de — Ix li i^ s 
^prou&aientibug de precio quiuque Campa- 
nantm eidem nuper prioratut pertinen^um 
ponderancium ad inuicem viij M xx libra* 
iuxta ratam xtb pro qualibet cetUena sic 
veuditOTMn* parochionw' ibidem pw dtcfum 
fieceptorem cum zxvjli xvjs iiijd premani- 
biM soliitM et xxxiij li vj s viij d adhuc remo- 
netUUmg in manu dictorvm ^arocbianorvm 
aretro insolutis £o qtwd habaat diem solu- 
cumts inde usque proztmom GomjMtum 
prout patet per obligacioium inde Faotom 
penes bunc Cotapulantem Bemanentem. 

Swmma viijli xviijs Tiijd 



Et de — vi^U xviijs viijd recepbia de 
Johonne Aylleworthe de precio trium Cam- 
panorum dtclo nuper prionitut perfanen/tMm 
pondemnctum ad inuicem mUle oentonaa 
secundum ratont xiija iiijd pro qua]ib«t 
centena et xvj oenfenorum plumbi precto 
centene ijs eic eidem Johonni Tenditarum 
per dictum Thomam Arundell Mi/»t«m Re- 
ceptorem ibMfem ex Reoagiiicum« sua in 
libra Beceptu« bu» hnius anni super hunc 
Oompotum examinata. 

Summa viijli zvi^s viijd 



' This is an instance of pnmhase by the nelghbonn, of 
monastei; goods for leligionB paipoaee. 
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Et oiwrabwr auper Compotum de — xlli 
de precno qniuque Campanarum eidem nup«r 
hoc^ioto siue priorofui pertiitentivan ponde- 
rancjum ad inuicem vj M liiras mxta 
ratam xiijs iiijd pro qvialilwt cen^eoa aic 
Tenditorum Johonni Soper et Thome Hille 
per dicfum Thomam Arandell Militetn 
Receptorem domiai regie ibufem et adhnc 
'Rena&aerUih'UB in iaa.nitm8 iictorum Johoma 
et Thome aretro insolutw £o qtwd hoient 
diem Bolucionu inde naqiM ^o^im,wm Com- 
potum prout pa^j ^er obligactomem inde 
factam saper hunc Compttfum "Si^Toamentem. 

E( de — xiijli vja viyd reoeptw de pre- 
fato Jobonne Soper et Thotna Hill de precto 
tocius superfliiiti edifictt nup«p Frioro^us 
aancti Johanta ibtdem sic vendiii eidem 
Johonni et Thome per dicfum Thomam 
Arandell MiJitem Receptorem domini regie 
ibufem ex Eecognioioiw sua in libro Becep 
tua swt huiuB atini super hnno Compohtm 
examinato. 

E( de — xijli xs de precio quinqiie dola- 
rwm plumbi sfiCMwdum ratani Is pro qualibet 
dola pertinejiiiwm nuper prioraiwi Fro^rum 
Minorum ibttfem sic venditorum diuffrsw 
personis per dtcfum Thomam Airtmdell Ml/i- 
tem ex Reoognictone sua in libro RocejAMs 
aut huius auni super hunc Oompofum ex- 
aminata. 

£< de — xli de precio certorum ulmorum 
cre8sen(t«m circo diotwrn priorofum &atrum 
Minorum ibit^em sic Tendiforum diveraw 
personis per dtctum Thomam Arundell 
tS-iUbem ex reoognioioMe aua in libro B/Bcep- 
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tiu atti huius aaai super hunc Compotum 
ezamiTwta. 

E( de ili de precto superfiusorum edi£- 
ctorum dido nuper prioro/ut Fro^rum Mino- 
rum ihidem sic Tenditorum diverw jiertonw 
p«r predtctum Thomam Axundell UUit«ni 
ex BecognicMme sua in libro Beceptut mii 
huitis anni super hunc Compotum exami- 
ntdo. 

Swmma iiij vli xtjb viijd 

£t oneratur super Compolum de — Ixli 
proueni«ntt&u« de precio de vj Campanorum 
eidem nuper HLoaaglerio fertiaenlium pon- 

derancium ad inuicem viij M D iiij librae 
inxfa ratam xiiija pro qualibet eentean sic 
vendttorum Baruardo Balame per dictum 
Thomam Arundell Wlitem cum xxxji pre- 
msnibuj solutis et xxxli adhuc £eman0nti- 
buB in manu died Barnerdt aretro insolatts 
£o quod habet diem soluoutnM inde usqtM 
prox.imum Compotum prout ■paUt per obli- 
gaoionem inde iaxtam super huno Compotum 
exaxaiTiAtam. 

Et onoratur de — xxli proueQte7tti6iM de 
precio tocius superflust edificu dtcto nuper 
M-oaatterio pertinentu aio venditt domtno 
de Awdeley p«r dictum Thomawi Arundell 
"MiKtem et adhuc Re/manentibua in manu 
dtctl domtni aretro inBolutw Eo quod ho&et 
diem B0lucioni8 inde usque proxtmum Com- 
potum prout potet per obligactonetn inde 
super hunc Compotum exami?iatam. 



Summa - 



iiljli 
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E{ de — xzvjli xiija iiijd roeeptig de 
Edwordo Rogers Annig«ro de precio tocias 
8ap«rfliiBt Edificti eidem nuper Monagterw) 
peHin«nfi» sic eidem Edwardo Tenditt p«r 
Thomam Arandell i/iilitem "Bac^/tarem 
dotntni regi% ibidem ex Beoognictofw Btia in 
Ubro BeceptuA sut huius anni super hone 
Gompofum examinato. 



Sunuiia xxtjii xiijs iiijd 



Et oneratur euper Compofum de — 
xlvli XTS pronenientiMu de predo qiiinque 
CampanaruTn eidem naper priorofiu per- 
tinen^iinn ponderancium ad inuicem vjULC 
UbrtM iaxta ratom xtb pro qvialibet oenfena 
aio Tenditarum Johanni Selwood per pi* 
dictum Receptorem cum xxijii i^B pre- 
manibiM Bolatu et xzxiij U zij a adhao rema- 
nmiUms in maau died Johonis Selwood 
aretro iasolutia Eo qtMid habot diem solu- 
cumts iode asque proxtmum Compafum 
prout fcUet per Obligacuntem inde factotn 
penes hunc Compufantem Remanenfem. 

- xlvli XT 8 
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Et on«rat)ur super Coinpotoni de — 

zudiijli xiijs iiijd prouenwn^us de "preoio 
omnium superflusorutn Edificir>rvm dicto 
nnper priorafwi Fra/rwwi Fraoncucanorum 
pertinsTtiiitm sic venditorum Roberto Cuffe 
p«r Thomam Amndell Militem Tieceptorem 
domini reffU ihideta cum xxli premaaihits 
Bolutw et xiiijli xiijs iiijd adhnc remonenti- 
bui in manu dtcti Bobertt Cuffe aretro inao- 
hitU Eo quod bodet diem ioluctonu inde 
UBqi/« proximum Compo^wm prout ■paiet per 
ObJigacionem inde factom peneB hunc Oom- 
.putonfem B«nian«n.f«Tn. 

Summa — xzxiiijli xiijs iiijd 

'Et oneratur aup«r Compotom de — 
xxvjii xiiJB iiijd prouenietUUnis de precio j 
Capelle apud Clyffe eidem nuper JAonasterio 
p«rtiiienfi« eio Teadite Edmoudo Wynter 
per dic^m Thomam Anuidoll t/Liliiem Re- 
ceptorem domini reffU ihideia ef adbuc 
Kmajtentiims in manu dtcti Edmondi aretro 
insolutw Eo quod habat diem solucionts 
inde usque ad. proximum prout patet per 
Obli^BMonem inde factam penes hunc Com- 
ptUanlem. Remanentem. 

Sununa — xxvjii xi^B iiijd 

Bumma Totalis Rewptus !„ „ ™. , 

So much for the receipts. The expenditure is 
shewn in the following accounts derived from the 
same authority as the former. 
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£t in denariis ^er die- ' 
fum Computantem de 
exitu officii bui hiiins 
tumi Bolutu Kicanfo Wal' 
ker plumfaario pro vadits 
slue atipendto auo pn> 
Iiquefiuicion« C ii^ xvij 
aunm plumbi exiatentium 
ia et super ecclesiam 
Clanstrufn Camptoiillam 
et cetera Edificta dicfo 
anper Montuterto perti- 
nontia sine apectonlia 
pouderaDfiwm ad inueni- 
cem (sic) iiij xvj foders 
ioxfa ijs TJd pro qualib«t 
lez foder aic ceseata ia 
qnadam Commisaione per 
dictum plnmbartum pre- 
fato Thome Arundell Mi- 
liti Receptori domini regie 
ibidem ostenaa et non Re- 
Btitula. Yidelt^^et in alio- 
eotione hujii»morfi sti- 
pend ti aiue vadiomm 
plnmbam predictt iaxCa 
ratom predicfam virtute 
Conimis8Mw.i« predict* ... 



xijli 
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Et in GonsimilibtM de- "^ 
narttg per diclwta Oompa- 
tantem de exitu officii Bui 
hnitM anni dicto plumba- 
rto solutM prw Btipendto 
siue vadiM auw pro lique- 
iacdone CCCij Bit am 
plumbi esisteatium in et 
saper eccleinam Cla.nsti'um 
Camp&nil^am et cetera 
edificio dicto auiper Mo- 
naglerio periiaentia aiue 
spectan^ ponderftofium 



CI ^ 



inzfa rataffi ijs ^d pro 
qualib«t le Fod«ra sic cee- 
B&ta in qnadam Commis- 
Hioae dicto Receptori us- 
teuBa et nou reatUvia 
Yidelicet in eMocatione 
haiuamodi stipendti iuxta 
ratom predtcfam virtM(« 
Commissions predicte... 

£t in denariis solutij' 
dtcto plumbarto pro sti- 
pendtD siue vadiu sum 
pro liquefacctone xzxiij 
Buum plnmbi exieteatium 
in et super EccIeBam 
Claustrum Campanil/om 
0t cet«ra edificia dtcto 
naper monoeterto perti- 
nen/ia siue spectan^ pon- 
deranttum inuicem xrj 
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lez fodeiB iuxfa ratam ij s 
rid pro qualibet 1« foder 
sic ceasata in Commio- 
Btone predion per dictum 
plumbariumpreiatoBeci^ 
tori osteuBa et son restt- 
tuta. YideHeet in alloco- 
^ae hmutmodi stipendu 
iuxta rtttoTn ]tredictam 
virttrfe GotnmiBSwnis pre- 
dicte 



Wytham , 



Et in conaimilibtM de-' 
nariM eolutta dieio plum- 
h&rio pro Btipendt'o siue 
Tadtts BUM pro liquefac- 
cwme iiij ij Buum pluinbi 
existenftum in et super 
ecclemm Claustrum Cam- 
panil^om et cetera edificia 
dido nup«r monosterto 
pertinentia ponderanctwrn 
ad innecem xl iij fodera 
LX C viijli iuxta ratom 
predictam sic ut prefertur 
cessatam in Comtniseione 
predicta prefato 'Recep- 
tori OBtensa et non B«att- 
(m(o. Videliaet in alloca- 
Hano ixixiumnodi stipendH 
siue vadwntm dicri plum- 
bartt iuxfa ratam pre- 
diotom virtut« Commis- 
monit predicts 
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AND THEIR SUPPBESSION, 

£t in denariM per die- "^ 
turn Compntontom Bolutw 
dicto plumbaiio pro eti- 
pendto sine vadUa suu 
pro liqaebcctone iiij x 
suum plumbi existentM 
in eb super EcclMiam 
CUuBtrum Campanil^am 
et cetera edificta dicto 
DQper 'Motuuterio Tper- 
tinen^ ponderonfium 
ad innicem xlviij fodera 
et x^ oetUenat iuxte 
ratont predfctom sic ut 
prefertur cessatam in 
Oo7niniss{<»ie predicfa pre- 
i&to Receptori oatensa et 
non lestitula. Videlicet 
in allooo/Mine huiuemoc^i 
Btipendu tdae vsAiorum 
died plnmbarit iuxto 
ratom predictom virtute 
comnuBStonw prediote ... 



Tjli ija 



ilibue de-' 
nariie solutw dicto pluni- 
bano pro liquefocctone 
Ixii^ mam piambi exia- 
tentte inetBnperEcclesiam 
Olauatrum GtunpaniUam 
et cet«ra edificia dtcto 
nup«r JAouMlerio perti- 
nenfia ponderanctum ad 
inuioem xxxt foden et 
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C 3CXXTJ libnu iaxla 
rstatn pndielam ao ut 
prefertur ooeaatam in 
CommuBtofu predictaprs- 
f«to Becepft>ri ostenan rt 
non TeBbittUa. Yidelicel 
in all<M»)t»one hniuamotH 
atipendii sine vadwrum 
dtcti plutnbarn iaxin 
ratom predictatn virtufe 
CommuaiortU predicte ... 
Et in denariM per eun- 
d«in Compufantem solutis 
dicto plunibano pro sti- 
peudto sine vadtts auia 
pro liqnefacctone 3tl vUj 
suum plumbl existentis 
in et saper ecclenam 
ClauBtrum Cftmpanil/ani 
et cetera edificia dicto 
nuper Moatuteria perti- 
nefiiia ponderandum ad 
:t foders xv 



centonos iiij x lihrtu iuxfa 
ratam predietam etc ut 
prefertwr qesBotom in 
CommiaBtoTia predicto pre- 
fato Koceptori oatensa et 
noa restttutd. Yidelieet 
in alloco^ione ]iuiu«)no(^i 
atipendii slue vadiormn 
dicti plumbsrit iuzfa 
ratajn predictam -virtuie 
Gommisstonis predicts ... 



' iiij li viij n 
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AND THEIB SUPPBEMION. 

Et in denaitM per supro- 
dictum Cotnpabmtem so- 
lutu dieto plumbftrto pro 
BtipeodM siue vadiig bum 
pro liquefacctoTM It anvm 
plumbi eziatentM in et 
super eccl««iat>i CUuatrum 
Gampanil&Hn et cet-era 
edificia dtcto nnper Mo- 
nosterio pertinenlia pon- 
deranctum ad iuuicemxxx 
foders et x C librai iuxta 
ratom predUtam sio ut 
prafertur cessatant in 
Conimisatontf predicla pra- 
tato Kecepfort oBtensa ot 
non restttufo. Videlicet 
in allocatioae huiiMinotfi 
stipendti sine Tadiorum 
died plumbani iuxta 
ratom predtotom virtue 
Gommissionu predicte ... 



Thus the coats of the melting down of the lead roofs. 
We now have other Items of expeoae perhaps of equal 
interest. 

Et in denariu aolutw' 
pro Gusti^iM Receptoris 
Auditoris et vXtoram Com- 
missionorwrum d^mtni 
rt^itinerantiumin Comi- 
tatu Somerset predicto ad 
defalcandos dirump6nd<M 
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et proatemendas diuersas 
ecdenaa campanilftM 

ClauBtra et cetera edificia 
nnper 'ilonattenig siue 
priorattAtM in Comitatu 
pr«dicto Auctoritftte par- 
liamenti iam disaolatw et 
suppresau fertinentUius 
sine spectanfi^tM et ibi- 
(jem existfluftum ac mo- 
nmlrum pw spacium xj 
aeptimanarum rarca pre- 
nuiea predicts peragenda 
et finienda secundum vim 
formam et effectMM quo- 
rumdam articulorum in 
inBttadone eiusdem Com- 
fjaBMona/rii in hac parte 
directa specificatorum 
pront in eisdem Instnic- 
tumibua pleniuB appare- 
hat ac 8up«ruideudix om' 
nia et dngula domtnia 
Maneria terras et tene- 
menta ac alMUpossesatones 
quaecumque tarn apM'tfttB- 
le» quam temporales nnp^ 
Monastema priorat«6u« 
due boepitalt^ue in Com^ 
tatu predicto pertinentia 
sine Bpectantta et In mani- 
hus domini re^ ractOTie 
libere et gratuite suraum 
redditionie dudum abba- 



Ivijli J 
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turn priorum abbotissa- 
ru/m prioriMorutn siue 
a.liorum Gnbem&torum 
Aictoram nuper Moium- 
leriorwn prioratuutn siue 
Hospitalium iam ezdaten- 
Hum et Gorone sua eere-. 
nisBtme Magestatu in ang- 
. mentufft reaencumwn auc- 
toiiiale cniiiBdam Aottw 
parli&mentt tentt apnd 
Weetmfmtutertum vtetti- 
mo octavo die Aprilis 
anno regni xegit Henriei 
ocUmx trieetima inde editt 
et prouist annex*. Kec- 
non circa premisBa 8up«r- 
uidenda peragenda et 
fiaie&da moratn ibidism 
faciendom p«r spacium 
predictum prout potei per 
librum de porcellia inde 
oonfecbwm. YideUoet in 
allooofwne liiiiu«m<M£. ex- 
peiuorum dictorum Reofip- 
toru et auditoru et alto- 
rum Conuniastonamorutn 
ibM&m existenttwn p«r 
apactum predictum prout 
patet per librum predii>- 
tiun ut prefertur de par- 
celJM coufectun* anper 
liunc Compolum ostensum 
etexaminatum 
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fit in CMudnulibiu de- 
BtuiU Bolntis pro ouatibus 
eb expenst* Beceptoru 
Anditona et omnium 
Ministrorum computabil- 
mm omrdiaii et BUij|>ul<f 
rum domtniorum M&im- 
riorutn terrorum et tene- 
tnentorum ac aiiarum pos- 
sesBtonum quarumoumque 
domtni regU ibuinii nuper 
MoiuMfems Biae Frioratt- 
bus pndictu in CoraittUu 
predioto iam disBolntM et 
suppreasM pertineatium 
Blue spectantiuni apad 
Tauntoa in Covailatu pre- 
diclo existen^tu per spa- 
ciam i^ septitnanaT-um 
tempore Auditom ihidein 
pro eorum Gompotia audi- 
endia et determinandu 
prout patet per librum 
Inde de poroellM anper 
himc Compotum exami- 



Et in denariM solutw 
pro Bagn empta et pro- 
uiaoc piv librn Auditorts 
poitendr* pro Balna cus- 
tocUa eorundem prout con- 
simtlis allocotio facta est 
utrique Auditorum domt- 
ni tegia dncatiw suj I^ui- 



xvijli xixB vijd 
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castm'. Yidelicet in allo- 
calione haiugmodi viriute 
actus parli&me&ti inde 
editt et prouisi , 

Et in denartis Bolutu ' 
pro c'atttU>ua et expensts 
uniuB homirua equitanei 
cum lileriB Auditori et 
Recepiori directig pro pre- 
jaouicione omnium et 
eingulorum o&ciorutn, et 
Ministrorwm Computan- 
tium ad Gomperiendum 
coram Auditors et Recep- 
tors dottdai legit apud 
Taunton predictam pro 
Compofla eorum ibidem 
audiendig et determinandu 
pmut conatmilia aHoaalio 
facta est utrique Audl- 
torum dicti domiia. iegi» 
ducatus sut pr«dicti. Yi- 
delicet in alJoMUione hu- 
iusmodi virtue aatua pre- 
dict* ■ .. 

Et ia denariM Bolutis 
pro j viridt panno empto 
et prouiao pto Scaccorio 
Auditori* prefeti domini 
regit ihidem coopariendo 
l>ro Ooiupotis ministrorMm 



I This ii a < 
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eb omnium tHiorun Com- 
puton^tum nnadtfm domt- 
ni legU hocunno andien- 
dia et detntninutdw prcrat 
conswulis ailooatio facta 
eat utriqtM Aaditorum 
dtcti donttni regit ducatu« 
Bui predict* YideHeet in 
ailoeaiionv huiiMmodi vir- 
tuie actu* prsdictt 

Et in denanw wlotw 
pro papiio et Enohausto 
emptw et prouisM tarn pro 
Compoto Receptom quam 
pro Compods JUinistro- 
rum diwiini r^^ ihidem 
hoc anno anpersoribendu 
pnnit ooustmilis aHocatio 
facta est ntrique Andito- 
rum dtcti domtni reffu 
dacatiu su* pr«dioti. Vi- 
iMictt in allocd^tie hn- 
iunnocfi virtufa actut pr«- 
dictt 

Et in denanu BoIntM 
pro Bt^w emptM et pro- 
uisM pro moneta domini 
r^^ imponenda hoc anno 
prout aUocofum est Re- 
ceptori particular* died 
dofflini repU duoatw* su* 
predict*. \id«lie«t in allo- 
catioae hvmsmo^ virCuXe 
Actu« predict* 



■vjs viijd 
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Et in allocoitone facta 
di^o Compatanti pro por- 
tagto eb GarUgio monet« 
dtoCi domtni regis inferitis 
lib«ratd Thome Pope Ar- 
taigero Tbesawwrio Cotm 
Axtgm&atationum B«aen- 
tionwm oorone dtod domt- 
ni regis pnUtto Thome 
Pope deliberate pnmt oon- 
similifl allooo/io facta est 
Receptoribus died domtni 
regis ducatua aui Lancas- 
trie in Compods suis in 
haiusmodi Casu 



xxixU ilijs vijd 
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CHAPTER IV. 
The ErrECT or the Dissolution upok the 

COSDITION OF THE POOB. 

' It is impossible,' says Father Gaaquet', ' to read 
any account of the work done by monastic institu- 
tions for the poor without perceiving in bow many 
directions this present generation has been compelled 
by very necessity to devise some substitute for the 
consideration thus exercised,' But whether the work 
done by the bouses for the poor was really large at 
all, and whether it was a benefit, have been doubted 
by very competent observers. The late Prof, Thorold 
Rogers' however estimated the effect of the monks' 
residence highly. Nicholls*, and Bum*, admit the 
fact that a great deal was given away in charity by 
the orders but attribute the existence of pauperism 
in no small degree to the system of monastic charity 
itself. But ia truth tbia imputation can only be true 

> IL p. S06. 

■ Hilt. 0/ Agrieiiltwe and Priett, it. 114. The genenl stti- 
tade ol the poBt-refoimation rioh toiruds the poor mfty be gathered 
from Gongh's Indai to the Parker See. Pub. 616 — 6. 

' Hut. of the Poor Lav, i. 128. 

* Hiilorieal Diteertatiim, p. 60. Filtington bbjb, 'the hospi- 
tftlity and almi of Abbeji U not altogether Co be either allowed or 
diapraieed. The most of that whioh the; did lieatoiT wu on the 
rich, and not the poor indeed, Ae.' (Faikei Boo.) 610. 
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of periods before the xvith century, seeing that there 
were causes enough for the spread of poverty at that 
period which the orders had no power and certainly 
had no -will either to help or hinder. Poverty in 
Henry the Eighth's day meant agricultural poverty, 
and agricultural conditions are necessarily hound up 
with the laud system. The English land system 
was chaDging, and as we shall see when we come to 
that subject, the relation between landlord and tenant 
was becoming one of contract instead of one of status. 
The old personal tie was lost, and with it all its 
demoralizing advantages, while the benefits of land 
becoming an article of commerce and subject to the 
ordinary rules of competition were not as yet per- 
ceived. But all this had begun before the dissolu- 
tion; it was one aspect of the social revolution of 
the svith century of which the dissolution was the 
result; and as is not usual in such cases when the 
monastic estates were secularized, the movement 
received an immense additional impetus. The cry 
throughout the rest of the century is always that 
rents are being raised and the poor neglected. There 
are not wanting signs that though as a rule behind 
the rest of the landowners in their customs, and 
thongh also as a rule easy landlords, the convents 
were beginning to feel the effects of the change 
which was becoming general, and enclosing com- 
mons, and raising rents like their neighbours. 

That the dissolution merely brought the ques- 
tion of the poor to a crisis, and by no means origi- 
nated the difficulty, will be seen from a glance at 
the History of the Legislation on the subject. 
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III the 22nd year then of Henry VIIL* we have 
an act directed against the gypsies, a race that has 
otten excited legislation in this country, but small in 
numbers, and therefore of but small account in an 
economic sense. 

In fact 22 Hen. VHI. c.12 is the great act on the 
subject, dealing as it does with all aged and impotent 
poor people, and making the following regulations*. 

That every mayor justice bailiff and other officer 
should take part in a diligent search prosecuted 
within a district for all 'aged poor or impotent 
persons which live or of necessity be cKtmpeUed to 
live by almes of the charity of the people.' To these 
at their discretion they might grant licenses to beg 
within a certain district, and the counterpart of the 
license must be presented at the court of quarter 
sessions and kept by the cuatos rotulorum, so that 
no man should beg out of bis district with impunity, 
suitable punishments to the extent of whipping being 
provided for. 

The m^strates were also empowered by this 
statute to punish severely any able-bodied beggars* 
whom they should iiud at large. 

1 S3 Hen. TIH. o. 10. For notei Bbewing the aailiw preunn 
of poverty see CkuretaeaTdtru' AccoimU {Som, Ree. Soc.), ed. 
HobhoaBe, p. 260. On the geoeml qneition see the notes on 
pp. 348 and 319. That (he zvith oentoij pover^ vu dne in 
ongin to the break np of the Feudal System there eeeniB 
no mantiei of donbt. Ct. Cnnningham, GrowCft of Engl. Xnd. 
asd ComauTce (Eulj and Middle Ages), pp. 478 Ao., Faneber 
in Syttem$ of Land Ttnwrt >» variotu Countria (Cobden Club) 825, 

* The preamble ehews that the pauper diffleultj ma no noveltjr 
U earl7 as this. 

* Beerei' Editor, toI. m. p. 3G3, ooneiderB funpiobablf] thai 
thia lelen to the mendioanti. Ct 37 Hen. THI. e. 37. 
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Thia act is very elaborate and curious'. It is the 
well-known statute containing the reference to the 
scholars of Oxford Mid Cambridge, who were ordered 
not to go about begging except with the authority 
of their university, or they would find themselves 
within the scope of the above provisiona 

The next statute* on the subject refers to the 
last and must be read with it aa its complement It 
is termed 'An act for punishment of sturdy vaga- 
iMndes and beggers.' The act of 22 Hen. VIII. had 
ordered beggars who were arrested out of their 
settlements, to use a later expression, to be carried 
l^ck to their proper district, but it did not provide 
for their maintenance when they got there. This 
act accordingly begins by laying down that all gover- 
nors of shires, towns and parishes shall not only 
receive but keep all ^;ed and impotent poor persons 
who may be sent back to them*. Further that 
they shall find work for all the sturdy vagabonds. 
The coUecting of the necessary funds is left very 
much in the discretion of the officers of the towns. 
It is suggested that it be done with boxes on Sundays 

1 The prean^le eertainlr dtewa that porert? was presuug and 
exlanslve in IGSl. Vag&boiidB, it recites, and beggata have of 
long tinie inoreawd and dail; do inotease ; and that notwithatand- 
ing prerioDi legialatiou. 

' 31 Hen. \UL e. 8G. Between 1S41 and 1601 Thorold Bc^en 
{BUt. of Affr. tmd Pricet, t. 830 a.) gives the foUowiog statntee : 
SaHen. TULoap. 12(auaotastoBanatiiai7); STEea.TIII. a.2S; 
1 Edv. yi.e.8} SandeEdv.TLc. 8; 7Bdw. TI. a. 11; Sand 
8 Ffail. and Hary a. 5; 6 Eliz. e. B; 14Eliz. a. S; ISEliz. 0.8; 
SSEliz. 0. 7; BSEIiz. 0. 6; 43 Eliz. o. 2. (CL Ed. of the StotutM 
of the Realm, Load. 1819 fol.) 

■ Three jem conatituted a " a^tlemenL" 
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and festivals. All children found in a vagrant con- 
dition may be taken and apprenticed, if not diseased, 
the funds being obtained from the poor-boz. The 
management of the fund is eet forth in great detail 
if there were aaj fund to manage. The whole basis 
of the system is ecclesiastical, but it will be noticed 
that it is the secular and not the regular clergy who 
have, with the ordinary town officials, the manage- 
ment Indeed "the common dole" is forbidden', its 
place being taken by aid from a box kept in the 
church, whose accounts are strictly entered by the 
churchwardens and parson ; no relief being given in 
money by private persons excepting through this box ; 
it being augmented perhaps by the bequests of the 
charitable which the parson is instructed to suggest. 
All this before the destruction of the greater 
houses, though the last act was in the same year as the 
dissolution of the smaller foundations. There was 
then a fairly complete poor-law in Henry the Eighth's 
time, and it was all constructed before the economic 
effects of the confiscations were felt. Another remark 
that may be made is that it is strange if the monastic 
chanty were as great as has been represented, that 
it does not receive more statutory recognition. It is 
mentioned in this act as something that, like the 
distribution at great men's houses which is also meur 
tioned, may continue as an auxiliary to the provi- 
sion made in the act, but everything looks as though 
it were totally insufficient*. 

> Sea. xm. This aectioD olearlj rafers to the religiouB houses 
in providing that thoae boand to give ohns b; teunie rnoBt do sa 
through the eommon box. 

* Ct lutiod. to Somenet Record Society'* Fubtieationi, voL iv. 
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But all this surely points to but oae concluaion, 
namely, the strength of the secular dergy and of the 
parochial system in the reformation period. The 
care which was taken to provide for the chantry 
priests, who were really seculars, as contrasted with 
the rough way in which the monks were treated, 
may be ascribed to the same caitse. The complete- 
ness of the parochial system may best be gathered 
from published collections of village accounts such aa 
those edited by Bishop Hobhouse'; .if looked into 
they shew how good the organization of the parish 
was, how secular, self-supporting, and entirely non- 
monastic it was, and how natural it was that the 
poor-law should he built upon the villf^e institutions, 
and that at first, seeing how well able they were to 
arrange their own affairs, they should have been left 
considerable license in the matter. 

AU the later statutes until that of Elizabeth, 
1 Edward VI. cap. 3', 3 and 4 Edward VI. cap. 16, 
5 and 6 Edward VI. cap. 2, 2 and 3 Phil, and Mary, 
c. 5, and the like were but makeshifts as occasion 
suggested; each differs hut slightly from its prede- 
cessor and the number of acta and the details of their 
preambles suggest that they were not fully carried 
out 

So the statute roll We have other evidence 
however that the poverty of the poor was great 
before the dissolution as well as afterwards. Take 
Fish's "Supplication for the beggars," published in 
1524. After a grievous complaint of the then sad 

> Foi the Somerset Becord Socie^. 

* A slord; beggar b; tbie Act was to bs adjudged a slave. 
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state of the commonwealth be proceeds to attribute 
it to what he terms " these greedy sort of sturdy idell 
holy theves," " a sorte of idell gluttons," and so forth. 
From Fish's language it may be gathered that he 
was merely reviling the monks because he knew the 
reading classes, and was sure of his audience even 
when addressing the king ; an impression confirmed 
by reading " The supplication of the poore commons," 
published after the dissolution. His words are those 
6t a scurrilous .libeller, but he may be to some extent 
trusted when tie is referring to the state of the 
country, although disbelieved when enumerating the 
causes of distress. 

The relation of landlord and tenant or the re- 
membrance of it, the strength of the voluntfuy 
village gilds', to which money was always being 
left* and which had so important an influence on 
village life, the charity of the vicars* ; all these must 
have lightened poverty to some extent. Certaia it 
is however that there is no mention in the church- 
wardens' accoants refened to of money directly ap- 
plied to relieve the poor, and yet we are equally 
sure that the poverty was great and increasing and 
that the monastic chanties neyer extended beyond 
the immediate range of the monasteries. 

Few seem to have noticed the splendid private 
hospitality ^ the country gentry of the fifteenth 

' Bp HobhoQBe'g very valuable introdactioo to toL iv. Som. 
JUe. Soe. Ptau 

* Of. WeBTBT, WelU WilU, pauin. 

* It ii diflionlt to believe that ft part at least of the money left 
in almost every will (op. WesTer, WeUt WilU) to a ehorah oi 
parson did not go to relieve the poor. 
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ceDtury. Often there were very large wings devoted 
to the accommodation of casual passers by in the 
manor houses, of which plenty of evidence remains, 
indeed the usual plan of building shews how serious 
a matter hospitality was. In this way the licensed 
beggar got a shelter on hia round from monastery to 
monastery, and the decay of this promiscuous enter- 
tainment doubtless aggravated the sixteenth century 
distress. The injunctions as to keeping up Hospital- 
ity in the latter part of the sixteenth century cannot 
have been merely caused by a reminiscence of the 
monastic regime if for no other reason because of the 
impoverished condition of most of the small houses. 

But when every discount' is made the provision 
for the poor that may be termed religious, was con- 
siderable. No doubt it was indiscriminate charity, 
hut then the recipients were all as a rule known to 
the monks and the multitude of small foundations 
which provided for old ^e without conveying the 
chill suggestion which gleams in the modem word 
workhouse was almost beyond belief. 

But to begin with the ordinary houses. An im- 
portant officer of every convent was the almoner, who 

' The inooiues of moat of the honsea would not allow of muoh 
giving. Farther the way in wfaioh the great donatioiu aa at 
OlAatonbni? were viewed is not snggestive of their frequency. And 
the Mbemee foe 'utilizing' the monastic property aboat the eup- 
piBBBion time shew that the inadeqaacj of the pieaent proTision 
was strongly felt. Gf.'(oranaceoantCraumer'Bwotk8(Pari. Soc.) 
n. 16. Parker's household management ia a good iUastration of 
the manner of lite expected from a rich man in the days of the 
TndorE. Sbype'a Parker, a. 441 — i. For an earlier period see 
HobboDse's aceomit of Bishop Drokeneford's daily and yearly 
ahus ttom 1B13 to 1329 (Som. Rec. Soc. PuU. iv. 260.) Jusserand's 
EnslUh Wajifaring Life in the MiddU Agt*. 

A. E. 17 
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had it ie true oUier duties^ besides his chief duty, 
which consisted in attending to the ioterests of the 
poor. All fragments left at table, as well as special 
collections, were devoted by him to these objects. 
He had towards Christmas to lay up a store of shoes 
and clothes for widows and orphans. la maay houses 
too there were customary oblations from the Abbot 
or prior which never amounted to less than about 
five pounds of our money. So important was this 
matter that a special building or office called the 
almonry was usually found within the precincts. Its 
place was next the church and it must not be con- 
founded with the guest-hall, which will be noticed 
in its charitable aspect directly. 

Here approached a long succession of conventual 
poor, &om the nature of things as we have said 
before they were generally an unchanging body. 
Often the almoner went out, be was allowed to do so 
without special leave, and distributed to the necessi- 
ties of the convent's workpeople, or of the indigent 
who were particularly recommended to such atten- 
tion. Bread and meat and clothing were distributed, 
but also beer*. Children appear to have been taught 
in the Canterbury Almonry, which was very rich. 

And if snch was the custom it but followed out 
the rule, AU orders required a tenth to be given 
up in alms. No monk could have anything of his 

1 Finding mats for the dhoir ; birch rods for the bo;a' school ; 
BweepiDg out the dormitory, &e. Posbroobe, ISO. An aoooimt of 
monastia buildingB uid officBra irill be foond in Fnller'B Chtireh 
Bittory, ed. 1655, Bb. vi. sec. ii. Ct. A. Jessopp, Daity life in a 
Med. Mon., XIX. cent., 1884, i. 100. 

' It is not neoeBwiy to go into detail here. For BenedictitteE 
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owQ. The Maundy was often accompanied by a 
distribution. But all this, as br as theory and early 
practice go, is matter of common notoriety. The 
difficulty arises when we have to give a general 
answer to the question, was the rule observed during 
the period before the reformation ? Perhaps it ia 
almost wise to leave such a problem. Froude asserts 
that the care of the monks bad been to increase 
their revenues rather than to dispense them', an 
assertion that may have this reply if none other, 
that the solicitude was but ill rewarded, as a com- 
parison with the valor of the xvth century will 
shew. The monks must stand or fall in this 
matter with their general character. If allowance 
for times and their number be made, it must be 
admitted that their reputation with the lower classes 
was good, and that in the matter of oharity at all 
events they were not behindhand multitudes of 
witnesses testify. All the complaints of the poor, 
the northern rebels, the Devon rebels, where do 
they arise from? There must be some ground for 
the general cry. Why does Layton write from 
Muchelney complaining of the decay of its hospi- 
tality if there were no longer the obligation acknow- 
ledged? Again what profit to the monks would there 
be in the diminishing of the alms when men were 
so localized that the monks were the only travellers 
and they not very wide ones, when luxuries were 
not to be procured however they might be wished for ? 
Is it not more probable that a dozen men would 

1 Cf. Browne Willia, EUt. of Mitrtd Abbty; ed. 1716, i. 38, 
S9,40. 

17—2 
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Spend rather than save the surplus of a sufficient and 
corporate income 1 The probability ia then that the 
monks gave according to their ability. But whether 
in the changed conditions of their life they bad 
much to give, whether what was given benefitted 
the district, and whether it benefitted the poor of 
any wider area are questions to which an answer 
must be returned in the negativa 

We will tben first glance at the Somerset houses 
as great relieving agencies for the poor, leaving for 
the moment the chantries and fratemitiea. 

A curiouB manuscript in the British Museum* of 
about the middle of the sixteenth century oomplains 
of the loss which Taunton had suffered by the sup- 
pression of the priory. It notes that the prior had 
maintained not only a school but many almshouses, 
all of which would after the dissolution no longer 
have the funds necessary for their support 

At Glastonbury' the monks kept by their almoner 
a hospital for poor and infirm persons, about eight 
in number. This independently of the magnificent 
distributions which were made every Wednesday 
and Friday. Again an Abbot of Glaston founded a 
similar almshouse for women. 

AtBridgewater* 13 poor persons were permanently 
kept by the brethren of the hospital of St John. 

At Bath the prior built a little hospital and 
chapel for lunatics. There was also the hospital of 
St Peter and John the Baptist, one of the few which 
escaped dissolution*. 

1 Add. 80277. " Tanner, Not. Mon., Somt. ntn. 

' Tanner, Not. Hon. 

* Cf. Wurner, HUtory of Bath, Chap. iv. pp. 2TS and sqq. 
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Apparently there was a leper house at Langpiirt, 

At Wella a hospital of monastic foundation for 
24 poor men and women. This was not dissolved, 
but a similar institution dedicated to St John dis- 
appeared at the dissolution'. 

Mucbelney kept an almshouse and there were 
others. 

Turning to another source of benefit to the poor 
still however dealing with the regular foundations. 
In the accounts of almost every monastery there 
occur definite sums of money set apart for charitable 
distribution ; money usually left for the purpose of 
which the convent were the administrators. These 
have been thus tabulated by Bishop Hobhouse*: 

I Tanner, Not. Mon. 

' Chnrchvi. Acci. p. 248. Wells oatbedial had aerUm dis- 
tiibntions coimeated with Obits and AnniveisnrieB returned 
1 Edw. Yl. at £21. 16«. 6(1. TMh belongn of course rather to the 
Chantry Sygtem. At Bridgewater only £1. 13>. was really 
distribated, but IS boys and 7 almBmen ^ere maintained. See 
WbUb, VaXoT Eccl. p. IW : Glaston, V. E. p. U6— 7 : Bruton, 
V.E. p. 150: none at Henton, V. E. p. 166: nor at Witham, 
p. 1S8 : Taunton, V. E. p. 170 : Bath, V. E. p. 177 : KeynBham, 
V. E. p. 182 : none at Mynohia Barrow, V. E. p. 188 r Worspring, 
V. E. p. 188 i Muohelney, V. E. p. 1B4 : Montacnte, V. E. p. 196: 
Temple Combe none : Athelney, V. £. p. 206 : Bridgewater, V. E. 
p. 208 ; Conycgton, Y. E. p. 209 ; Bnoltlond none, V. E. p. 211 : 
Cloeve, V. E. p. 217 : Berlyohe, V. E. p. 219 : Dnnater, V. E. 
p. 220. It is certainly ouriooB to find BeligiouE Hooses so close 
together. Rontid Yeoril ve have Montaoote, Mucbelney and 
ndiester, and a large ohaotry at Stoke. It is common enough to 
find aerertJ in one tovm, which does not argue strongly lor their 
efficienoy. The existence of private charities too, when each were 
ntre, in the neighbonrhood of large boaees points towards inefBoi- 
Anoy in the same way as the foundation of grammar schools at 
towns BDoh as Northampton indicates a want of teaching. 
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£356 11 10 
So much for what may he called the funded 
provision for the poor; the hospit&Ia, directly con- 
trolled by convents, and the charitable foundatiooB 
in their hands ; to these we have to add, before 
we finish with the monasteries, the ordinary dole 
and the free hospitality to guests. The two run 
a good deal into one another and the dole has 
been already noted. Of it all we need say is that 
in Somerset what information there is, which is 
very scanty, seems to shew that the attention to 
this important duty could have been but moderate. 
Bath, Athelney and Muchelney were financially 
in difficulties; so Henton and Mynchin Barrow*. 
So that they could not do as much almsgiving 
■ Henton as appears b; its pawn ot plate. Hynchin Bairor, 
see Proc. Som, Areh. Soe. xu. p. 66. 
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as they ought to have dooe. But that in the 
West of England the practice had vanished no 
one will assert. If it had been so whence had 
come the attachment of the common people so 
signally vindicated in the rehellion of Devonshire? 
Further we have a record of the Glastonbury dis- 
tnhutions. The reception of guests was eojoined 
on all the orders. We gather that there was a 
guest-hall in every important monastery with suit- 
able chambers'. The more important guests were 
lodged in the one, the ordinary pilgrims and travel- 
lers in the other'. Founders "and their relations 
could remain a long time with the convent, less 
privil^ed persons two days and two nights. A 
difference existed in the manner of reception, the 
bells being rung for guests of high rank. Even nuns 
had to receive visitors, who were only allowed to 
remain one night in the nunnery, and were served 
by lay sisters, seeing only the prioress of the regulars'. 
All this, if it shews nothing else, shews a thorough 
scheme of hospitality, which in lay houses certainly 
after the dissolution began to be conspicuous by its 
absence ; and though the ' decay of hospitality' was 
due to other causes than the dissolution it marks the 
loss of one of the pleasantest features of mediaeval life 
which the monks did much to r^ulate and encourage. 

> Cf. Browiie Willis, Hut. of Mitred Abbeyt. Ed. 1716, i. 30. 
21, S8, B2, and many other places. 

* 6m puBun. Fosbrooke, Brituh Monachiim, a. tx. 

I " All geateB and eBtranngerE oomjnge to the mounBteiy shalbe 
leoeTved in like niansr be Cbriate ahold be, for be shall saj I was 
a geste and ye receyved me." Foi'b Tratu. of tht iiule of 8t 
BentdUtfor Sant. (In the Orenv. Lib.) 
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Id any Rase all these buildings such as we read 
of at Glastonbury, St Albans and Durham, the Hall 
of one hundred and fifty feet in length at Canter- 
bury, the feastinga, the immense consumptions of 
grain and victuals which can be read in the house- 
keepers' accounts, all must have meant a great deal 
of substantial though promiscuous relief to the poor 
in certain districts'. 

But great though the loss of all this regular and 
irregular aid might have been, the poor suffered 
more by the loss of the guilds, fraternities and 
chantries, and their- small assistances, than they did 
by the doing away with the more magnificent foun- 
dations. In all the country villages, in lonely chapel- 
ries, in places far from a monastery, and in the 
larger centres of population, the chantry priest was 
made the administrator by the charitable of multi- 
tudes of small funds. The examples which follow 
are of course not exhaustive, but they are taken 
from different parts of the county and serve to 
shew, as Mr Green' points out, how firm and deep 
the hold was that the system had taken of the 
country. They will also excite the remark that the 
poverty of the poor must have been very terrible 
when neither the religious provision nor the statutory 
sufficed for their needs. The Act of Elizabeth was 
not rendered necessary by the dissolution, but the 
dissolution itself was effected at the worst possible 
time for so great an economic change, Hence the 
great poverty of the years following Edward's acces- 

' CC. the very gtrikiug qaotations in StiTpe'a itemariaU, i. i. 
6S2 and seq. 

■ In the Intiod. to Som. CluatlrUi. 
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sion'. Hence too the cruelty of the Act of Confisca- 
tioQ which marked the first years of that moDarch's 
reign. It certainly seemed as if the locust was 
eating what the palmerworm had left and that what 
was left was but little and the property of the poor. 

The following examples are chosen from various 
Deaneries. 
Ilhyksteb'. 

Memord. The same feoffees distribntelh yerely 

out of the premisses to tlie poore people in tyme of 

the Anniveraarie yerely kept for the founders, viija. 
Item to the poore prisoners remayning in the 

Gftole of Hchester yerely. iiis iiijd, 

Taunton^ 

Ther was distributed yerely to ziij almosehowses 
in Taunton aforesaide wberin do remayne xxvj poore 
people according to the foundactoa of this Ghauntrie. 
Ivis iiijd. 

Item for the reporacions of the same Almose- 
howses yerely xxs. And for the repotactons of ij 
other Almosehouses yerely vs. AmountiQg in all to 
iiijli xTJd by the yere, 

POBIOCKE* 

Ther was distributed yerely to too poore men 
remayning ther, by the foundacton of the said Chi 
tries, viz. to either of theym by the wehe. — vijd. 
1x8 viijd. 
> Gf. StTTpe, MetnoriaU, ii. ii. 1B3, Smith, 166. 
■ Som. Bee Soc. ToL n. p. 3. As hM boeu indBted on before, 
the Chantry Byatein does not belong to the Uonutio Sjatem. 
The loan of the gilds &o. waa vastly seriona for the poor; Cranmer 
is said to have protested against the act of ooufiscation. 
» Ibid. p. 20. * Ibid. p. 49. 
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To the poore people titer jerd; in tveade and 
drinke in the tynte of tlie ilimiiiiiiiiii kept for the 
fonnden. xiiijs. 

OLABTONBrRr '. 

Ther be w*in the nyde puyahe of Glaston, two 
Almoaehooaet, theme cftllyd ]ll»wdel3nw haviuge ix 
poore people therm who raoeyre jerelj of the Kingn 
m^jeftie bf thandea of his graoM Reoejror of the 
nide GOnntie after the rate of xd le pece enery weke. 
The other callyd the newe Aimoeehowse, havinge x 
poore people, paide in lyke manner after the rate of 
enery of them vijd le weke. 
Chews Magva'. 

Ther was yerely distribnted to the poore pec^le 
in tyme of the obit in bresde iijs iiijd ont of the 
prsmisaea according to the tenor of the last will and 
testament of the foreeaide John horaington. 

Shepton Mallbtt'. 

Tber was distributed yerely as well oat of the 
Revenues belonginge to the foresaids guilde, as also 
ont of the saide landes and tenemente* gtannted for 
the mayntennanoe of lightes and obitei, to the poore 
people ther xxxs yvjd pude by thandes of the war- 
deyns of the same aa ^pereth by their acoomptes. 
Pytkkt*. 

Ther is s poore AJmoshouse wAtch hathe great 
nede of relief and augmentacton of ly ving. 
Tbkmt'. 

Ther hathe been yerely dutribnted emongest the 
poore people of the paryshe ther, xa viijd porcell of 

' Som, Bee. Soe. vol. n. p. 67. ' Ibid. p. 87. 

' Ibid. p. 134. « Ibid. p. 141. ' Ibid. p. 146. 
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the saide eomme of xiiJB iiijd graunted for the 

majuteanance of the said obit 

These examples will shew what the poor lost in 
return for the vague unfulfilled promises contained 
in the preamble of the dissolving act Where they 
did not lose material comforts of the kind indicated 
above, they were deprived of the hope of an obit 
towards which perhaps they had been many years 
coDtributing. The way in which this form of service 
was obtained by the lower orders in Henry's time 
involved what we should term a benefit club; a 
number contributing towards the support of a priest 
who said a certain number of prayers for the souls of 
such as had died'. To say that mea ought not to be 
interfered with in such voluntary associations) would 
be to judge the xvith century by the standard of 
the xixth, but the suppression, in manner at least, 
was an act which would have been cruel in any age. 

The concluding portion of this chapter will not - 
be a long one, an indication that the measures for 
the benefit of the poor apart from statutory poor- 
laws were few and unimportant What was done 
however during the latter part of Henry's reign and 
that of his son must be noticed. 

The government knew well that the dissolution 
would mean the decay of hospitality unless some 
substitute for the monastery could be devised ; or 
perhaps as it appears from what did occur the 

> It miiBt not be suppoBed that the Chsntriea were in an 
altogether effiaient atats at the DiBBolntiou (cf. Qreen, Jntroduc- 
tion). Some of these Bma)l foondatioiiB were out of date in Bjetem 
but some again eipreased a spirit of self help. All irere of a 
teligioas oompleiion. 
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government wished to satisfy the House of CommoDS 
on the subject bj a s3>ecioue measure and then leave 
things to take their course. 

An act of the same year as the first of the disso- 
lution acts, namely 27 Hen. VIII.', which will be 
considered in a subsequent chapter, may be noticed 
here. It is entitled " An act concerning the decay 
of houses and enclosures," and it has a slight bearing 
on the condition of the poor though more on the 
general mercantile results of the suppression. The 
efifect of the act is to place a penalty on those who 
lay away tilled land for pasture and suffer dwelling- 
bouses to go to decay. It recited in its preamble 
the happy effects of such an act on the king's own 
tenants the reason for his extension of its operation 
to the whole realm. This basing of the act on the 
feudal relation shews the bold which such ideas still 
had on the country. The act looks at the matter a 
good deal from the labourers' point of view ; one 
might almost say its existence is a proof of that, and 
it enumerates want of food as among other evils in- 
duced by the then state of things. 

Far more important is the provision in the act 
of dissolution itself which runs thus*. That all to 
whom the king's majesty should give any site with 
the houses thereon builded together with the de- 
mesnes of any monasteries that should be dissolved 
by that act, should be bound by authority <^ that 
act to keep an honest continual house and household 

> Cap. 23. We read that in 1586 "began the eolleotion for 
the poor ; and a great nombei onred of many grievous disMaes 
through the eharitj thereof." In 1541 it oeased (Dixon, ii. 205, 
quoting Fal^an). • 27 Hen. VIH. o. 38, a. 9. 
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in the same site or precinct and to occupy yearly as 
much of the same demesnes in ploughing and tillage 
of husbandry, that was to say as much of the said 
demesnes which had commonly used to be kept in 
tillage by the governors of the same houses, or by 
their fiirmers within the time of twenty years next 
before that act. A penalty was fixed and the justices 
were to enquire into the matter at sessions, but the 
whole provision was unreal and never at ail events 
presented any terror to the new holders of the 
monastic lands'. 

As may be seen from the Statute Boll many 
towns in the west were in a decaying state'. A 
remedy was attempted, 32 Hen. VIII. c 19, but 
this would be of no special benefit to the poor. 
Kather a burden to them than a benefit, as a certain 
amount of forced labour would be necessary. Taunton, 
Bridgewater, Ilchester and Somerton are mentioned. 

An act of Edward VI.'s' reign attempted to 
check the enclosure of commons which had pro- 
ceeded with rapidity as soon as the conventual lands 
had passed into lay hands, and the rage for land- 
owning, whether it were lawfully or unlawfully ob- 
tained, had become general How unsuccessful this 
act was many subsequent statutes shew. 

' Born, p. 7. It continued on the roU till 21 Jao. 1. before it 
was repealed. Tbat it was a d«ad letter is ehewn hj the bat that 
in the time of EUaabeth very lew Itnew where the moaaBteries had 
etood. Amos, A., Statute) of Hen. VIII. p. 399. 

° Gross in The Oild Merchant (i. 51-2) attributes this decay of 
towns in no small degree to the gild system. Cf. Cuuninghsm, 
Hilt, of Engl. ItidaitTy and Commerce [Early utuI Middle Age»], 
460— MS. ' 3 and 4 Edw. TI. o. 3. 
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In 5 and 6 Edw. VI. c. 6, a &esh attempt was 
made to restraio tbe convereion of tilled land into 
pasture, an act which muat have beea caused by 
pressure from below. 

Such were tbe few and mei^e equivalents that 
the government offered for tbe endowments of the 
poor. It need hardly be insisted on further that a 
gross and cruel breach of Eoitfa was committed by 
Edward's government. Tbe act itself, not reckoning 
every honest feeling, expressly saved the rights of 
those entitled to the chantry pensions and funds, but 
those rights certainly received no respect. For all 
the complex chantry machinery we have about three 
schools and a few vicarages. The work of helping 
the poor without pauperising them, if it were possi- 
ble, had to be b^un again'. 

As for Henry and bis ministers their proceedings 
were in manner dishonest, and no one will excuse 
their methods any more. It needed little light on 
Lee, Layton, Cromwell and their accomplices to 
dispel the shadowy picture of the Tudor history 
which has so loi^ been accepted. That light has 
been given*; and however we may rejoice at the 
work accomplished, we can only regret tbe lawless 
haste in which it was done. 

Before this chapter closes a few remarks may be 
added. The first has regard to tbe regular monastic 
charity which it may be well to regard cautiously. 
If we take an abbey such as Cleeve with an income . 

^ See E. Axth, iVovuton for the Poor, pretiioe, 1596, ftnd 
J. Downtune, TA« PUa of the Poor, 1616, «ap. 1. This work duva 
that the city oompsDiea did Bomethiug bj ooUeotiug for the poor 
who Gftme into London. * B; Oaaqnet. 
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of £150, it is easy to see that where 27 men and 
their numerous servantB, to say nothiDg of the fabric 
and the services, are to be maintained, there will 
not be a large surplus possible for distribution. 

A note or two may be added by way of illus- 
tration. Fish in his " Supplication of the poore 
commons" has a good deal to say about monks. 
He is not a reliable authority as may be gathered 
from his abusive language, but he probably fairly 
correctly represented what he had no inducement to 
&Ieify, the miserable condition of the poor in the 
last years of the reign. Much of the poverty, in his 
former edition, he attributed to the religious houses ; 
monks he terms " gilted beggars," and now that they 
are gone he blames them almost as much as before. 
Then they had, he says, a third of the revenue of the 
kingdom, now they swell the ranks of the beggars 
proper. But as the testimony of a hostile writer 
like Fish is valuable let it be noted that he says : 

'For although the sturdy beggers get all the 
' deuotia of the good charitable people from them yet 
'had the pore impotent creatures some relefe of 
' tiieyr scrappea, where as nowe theye have nothyng. 
'Then had they ho^itala and almeshoiises to be 
'lodged in, but nowe they lye and storve in the 
'stretes. Then was tiieir number great but nowe 
'much greater'.' 

The monastic prorision for the poor has been shewn 
to have been early contemplated by Law ', e.g. 

I Fiah, SufT. of the Poore Conanoni, p. 291. (So printed in 
B. U. cop7) 

* Cf. kUo In App. to Clwrelwardeiu AeeomU (Som. B«c. Soc. 
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3 Edw, L c. 1 lecdtes tiie fact of tii^ being 
foonded for charitable objects and forbids tbe ricli to 
make too great demands on the monks' hospitality, &c 

35 Edw. I. St. I, c. 1 more particularly as an 
excuse perhaps for dealing a blow at the alien priors, 
and 

2 Hen. Y. a. 1 aaja that endowments are intended 
amonget other things " to sustain impotent men and 
women Lazara men out of their witB and poor women 
with child and to nourish relieve and refresh other poor 
people in the same." 

It would be hardly fair not to add this note irom 
Tonlmin'a SUt. o/ Taunton, p. 94 (Savage's edition). 

' An annuity of £ is yet paid by the Crown 

' to the parish of Taunton Saint James, and was no 
'doubt intended as a provision for the poor that 
' were subsisted at the gates of the monastery, where 
'real distress was sure of relief, charity being the 
'main principle of these pious institutions.' 

The Buildings of Glastonbubt Abbet. 

It is impossible to realize the hospitalities of 
GlBstoohury without reference to the following often 
quoted accouot of the Abbey accommodation. 

The Great Chamber 72 feet long and 24 feet 
broad. 

The Abbot's Chamber. 

The Second Chamber. 

The Third Chamber. 

FobL voL4) the statatoi; requirement in the reigns of Bicbard II, 
and Hem; IT. of a oontribntion for the poor from impropriators. 
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The Fourth Chamber. 

The Fifth Chamber. 

The High Chamber called ihe King's lodgings. 

The Wardrobe under the King's, 

The Second Chamber next the King'a 

The Third Chamber. 

The Fourth Chamber. 

Two chambers called the Inner Chambers. 

The Prior's I^odgings, 
The Hall 
The Kitchen. 
The Chapel. 
The Buttery. 
The Prior's Chamber. 
The Inner Chamber. 
The Bakehouse. 

The Farmerer's Office. 
The HalL 
The Buttery. 
The Kitchen. 
The CbapeL 
The Inner Chamber. 
The Cook's Chamber. 
The StiU House. 

The Almoner's House. 
The Inner Chamber. 
The Buttery. 
The New Chamber. 
The Chamber over against it. 

In another office. 
A Hall. 
A.E. 18 
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A Chamber. 

A Chamber called Paradise. 

The Inner Chamber. 

The Friar's Chamber'. 
The Doctor's Chamber. 
The Bishop's Chamber. 
The Chapel 
The Buttery Chamber. 
The Monks' Chamber. 
The Parlour. 

The Sexton's Office. 

The Chamber hanged with Green say. 

The Jubiler's Office. 

The Friary Office. 

The Dairy House. 

The Sub- Almoner's Office. 

The Bakehouse belonging to the Sub-Almoner's 
Office. 

The Bishop's Chamber, 

The Inner Chamber. 

The Cellarer's Chambers. 

The Ked Chamber. 

The Green Chamber. 

The Broad Chamber. 

The Chamber next to it. 

The White Chamber. 

Paulett's Chamber. 

The Fourth Bed Chamber. 
' Thus Dngdale, sb though the oh&mbeTH toUowing wen in- 
olnded ondet the taeadiuB 'Vtiaxy Chamber,' which they ore 
otmoailj not. 
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The Middle Chamber. 

The next Chamber. 

The Doctor's Chamber. 

Another Hall. 

The Mill House. 

The Bakehouse. 

The Brewhouse. 

The AnaoTj where there was a great number of 
swords guns bullets aud other materials belonging 
to that ofSce. 

The Convent's Kitchen forty feet square. 

The Archdeacon's 0£Gce. 

The Gallery. 

The Sextery. 

The Kitchen. 

Another Chapel. 

The little parlour under the gallery. 

The Great Hall on the south side of the cloisters 
111 feet long and 51 broad ; hung at the upper end 
with a great piece of arras. 

The Pantry. 

The Buttery. 

The Abbot's Stable. 

In the great tower seven large bells. 

In the High Church a number of costly altars. 

In the New Chapel a very fair tomb of King 
E^gar, copper gilt 

The Altar set with images gilt 

The broad court belonging to the Abbey con- 
tained in length 491 feet and in breadth 220 feet'. 

1 Taken tmm Dngdale, Jlfon. Ang. i. p. 8. 



THE SOMERSET HOUSES. 



Alms fboh ordinations and founders at 

Taunton'. 
In dims diBtribated, namely every Friday ' 
iiJB iiijd to the poor according to the ordina- 
tion of Bp Henry Blesans, per annum 

viijti xiijs iiijd 
On the anniversary of the said Henry, in 
four quarterly payments of xiiij s ij d each . . . 
IvJB viijd 
In alms given to the poor by the ordina- 
tion of Willm, Gyfford, some time Bp of Win- 
chester, namely every Sunday xiiijd,..lxB viijd 
On the anniversary of Thomas Bekyngton, 
some time Bishop of Winchester. ..xxxixs iiijd 
According to the ordination of John 

Aisshe of Sta^ordell liijs iiijd 

Of the gifts of divers others, viz. : zlili ixs 

Sir Wm. Bondevyle zzzs 

Thoa. Mawdelyn, clerk vis viijd 

Margery Froment, widow ...xiijs iiijd 

John Prescote xiijs iiijd 

Walter Dowlynge xxxiiijs viijd 

John Toee xviijs iiijd 

Roger Hill xxjs 

To seven poor persons residing near the 

Priory House yearly xsKiiijg 

To four of the poor of Staffordell by the 
ordination of John Lord Zouche, John Lord 
Stourton, Wm. Yorke, late Prior of Taunton, 

with others xijli iiijs 

On the anniversary of Baldowin sometime 
Bp of Winchester, and on Maunday Thursday 
ixB iiijd, 
> From the Volar (i. 170), Tannton Priory. It may be well here 
to recolleot the letter in Chap. i. as to Cleere. Cf. also Warton, Lift 
of Sir Thet. Popt 28 and 29, and. The maner of the world now a 
dayet, Feroy Soo. vol. 1. A most intereetiug piotizre of England 
after the Diasolntion Ib drawn in a letter of Starkey printed by 
the Earl; Engl. Text Soo. (Extra Ser. lUii. ed. Herrtage zlviij.)'; 
note also pp. loiv and lov. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Education. 

Enqland, aays Milman', was almost a land of 
schools. Every cathedral and almost every monas- 
tery had ite own. Further there were schools pre- 
sided over by independent masters. Many chtirches 
had schools attached to them, the boys learning in 
the church itself or in the porch. So Mr Drane', who 
adds that the children of the rich had a chaplain as 
well as th^ old henchman deputed to look after their 
studies. It is in fact certain that the main part of 
the education in pre-reformation times was clerical. 
And this is not affected by the fact that a few en* 
dowed schools had been founded. But the real diffi- 
culty is to know whether there really was much 
teaching done, whatever may be the tradition. It is 
certain that there was some. For instance when 
lalleshull was dissolved we find among the accounts* 

'It to iiij" gentylmens sones xiijs iiijd,' given 

doubtless to help them to get home again. And 
Father Gasquet, in an article, in a recent number 
of the Downside Review, upon Abbot Cooke of 
Glastonbury, mentions the testimony of an old man 
who had been brought up there. Throughout the 

' EUt. of Latin Chriat. 8rd ei. Tm, 166. See also Taylor, 
Introd. to Index Mona». 

' Ckrittian SrhooU and Scholart, 648 and seq. 

> B. 0. Aug. Off. MiBc. Books, vol. 172. For thiB referenoe I 
am indebted to Mr W. Boyd. 
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middle ages the monks must have had some system 
of teaching or how is the testimony of so many of 
their scholars to be accounted for ? Certunly the 
Universities of Oxford and Camhridge were monastic 
in organisation ; they are bo still in fact ; and nothing 
is more sure than that by way of exhibition the 
Houses supported poor scholars at the various Col- 
leges'. Thorold Rogers* says 'I am convinced that 
they (schools) were attached to every monastery, and 
that the extraordinary number of foundation schools 
estahlishedjust after the Beformation of 1547 was not 
a new zeal for new learning, but the &esh and very 
inadequate supply of that which had been so sud- 
denly and disastrously extinguished.' And again in 
1562 the Speaker of the House of Commons drew a 
doleful picture of the state of Education in England. 
' And being encouraged by these like exam- 
ples, and others, to enter into some abuses used 
in this realm, I will only speak of three, being 
all three notable monsters — Necessity, Ignorance, 
and Error. Necessity is grown amongst ourselves, 
so that no man is contented with his degree, 
though he hath never so much ; but where she 
is (as the proverb saith) she has no Law ; for how 
now be all schools, benefices, and other like rooms 
furnished, and yet those for schools so few, that 
I dare say a hundred schools want in England 
which before have been ? And if in every school 
1 In vol. 1 of the BcfiisterB ot the Vabtenitj ot Oxford (Oif. 
Hilt. Soo.}, ed. Boase, an aoooant will be fonncl of the E&rl; 
System of the UiiiTeraitleH; a inoEt intereiting sketch is that ot 
Wood oontainad in his Hitt. and Aiitiq. of tht Univ. of Ox/, 
vela. i. and li'. 

* Six CwilurtM of Work awl Wagti. r. 165. 
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there had been but an hundred scholars, yet that 
had been ten thousand ; so that now I doubt 
whether there be so many learned men in 
England, as the number wanta of these scholars. 
The second monster is her daughter Igno- 
rance ; for want of ten thousand scholars which 
these schools were the bringers up of, and want 
of good school masters, bringeth Ignorance ; but 
the occasion of these two monsters, is for want of 
livings and preferments ; for covetousness hath 
gotten the livings, as by impropriations, which is 
a decay of learning. For by it the tree of know- 
ledge groweth downwards, and not upwards, as it 
was first meant, and made for; and groweth 
thereby greatly to the dishonour both of Ood 
and this Commonwealth. The Universities are 
decayed, and great market towns, and others 
without either school or preacher; for the poor 
vicar hath but only twenty pound, and the rest 
being no small sum is impropriate; and bo thereby 
no preacher there, but the people being trained 
up and led in blindness for want of instructions 
become obstinate'.' 

This speech is remarkable on more grounds than 
the allusion to education. It is a striking testimony 
to the misery which the new era of contract at first 
of necessity introduced; everyone looked backward 
to what pleased him best in the past without real- 
' Dewea's Journal, ed. 1682, 64, 65. With this nuy be oom- 
pued Bt*ike;'e Letter alladed to in tlie last chapter. Starkey bad 
begged Hem? to apply part at the diisolntion profltB to ednoation. 
Cf. ako the very remarkSible eitiaats in Extr. Ser. xixn. of the 
Early Eng. Text Soc. Pnbl. bom the Foirefit'B Fleaaannt Ft^ye of 
Prinoelie Practise, espeeially pp. idj, loiij. 
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izing how impossible it was for the old relations to 
continue; in fact without realizing that the chaoge 
bad come before they had appreciated the fact, and 
dist the dissolution was one of its earliest and 
greatest results. 

Bishop Hobhouse' aays that in the way of popular 
education he cannot find any trace of the convents 
conferring any benefits. This opinion is certainly to 
some extent confirmed by what information we have 
as to the period just before the reformation. The 
chantry priests were too often 'indifferently learned,' 
all wills appear to have been drawn up by the 
priest', the accounts which are so numerous were 
the work of the bailiff, the churchwardens regularly 
paid someone to write what they obviously could not 
read'. But still the question cannot be considered 
as a settled one as to monks ; nuns most people 
allow to have done a good deal of teaching*. The 
tradition was present, was it acted on or was it not ? 
A good many difficulties would be solved by simply 
believing that the majority of monks were too igno- 
rant to teach ; and certainly some were so, perhaps 
many. That there were frequent breaches of the 
Rules is clear, but this is by no means sufficient. 

Every monastery where teaching was carried on 

' S«e his Introduction and App«ndieea to toI. 4 of the Somentt 
Betord Soeitty'i Pulili«atimu. Ct. Strjpe, iitmoHal; i. i. GS3 
■The rish nlgo had ednoation here tor their children.' Whitgift 
I. 6 ' (Whitgift) waa in hia yonng yeara bred np with his uncle, 
the A.bbot {of Wallow), who had wveml other jonng gentlemen 
under his care for their ednoation; and there (aa was nanal tn 
thoaa timea) trained ap in some petty aldU in aong.' 

' WeiU Will*, ed. Weaver, paasim. ■ Bee Hobhonae, u. e. 

* See Hngo'B Mtdiaecal Nuttnerift of Somtnet for hia viawg on 
thia subject. 
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had to deal with two classes of boys, those ioteuded 
for a religious life, often presented at a veiy early 
age\ and those who meant neither vows nor orders. 
The former must have been present in every monas- 
tery that was to continue its numbers, and the office 
of master of the novices was a very importajit one*. 
It must be held by an old man who saw that the 
novices wanted nothing and by the Norman Insti- 
tutes shaved the boys and the boys him. The 
master had to wash the veiy little boys also*. 

As to others; as well as novices there were 
always a good many children about a monastery. 
The iamily life of the monks was made a subject of 
satire by the profane. Boys for the choir were there 
and people's children from the neighbourhood. Tan- 
ner* says plainly that every convent had some one 
appointed for the purpose of Education and that all 
the neighbours might have their children taught 
grammar and church music free of charge. Probably 
all were taught in the 'song school' of which the 
following description is given. "This school was 
built within the church, and was neatly wainscotted 
within round about two yards high, and had a desk 
from one end of the school to the other to lay their 
books on. The door was boarded for warmness and 
round about it long forms were fastened in the 
ground for the children to sit on: and the place 

1 Foabrooke, p. 176. 

' Foi^rooke, 132. The monasterieB certainly gave a ohonae of 
risiiig in ttie voild to clever boya of the vicinity. Cf. Eobhonse, 
u. c. Adam de Domerluun is an example. 

> Foabrooke, p. 182. 

* Pref. to hie Notitia, and Drane, p. 6W. We hear of a aort of 
Bohool at Canterbnry in oonnection with the Almonry, Foab. 244. 
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where the master sat and taught was all close 
boarded for wanoDeas, His o£Bce was to teach the 
six chUdrea to sing and play on the organs every 
principal day when the monks sang their high masa, 
and at even song; * * *. The master had his 
chamber adjoining to the aong echool, where he 
lodged, and his diet in the Prior's Hall, among the 
Prior's gentlemen, and his other necessaries were 
supplied at the common charged" 

What waa taught ? Grammar and church music 
we have had ; this for the neighbours' children, per- 
haps more music practical as well as theoretical for 
the choir' than the rest'. The novices were again 
on another footing. Their training was a matter 
of rule, and though, as has been said, monasteries 
were founded to be academies of virtues rather than 
sciences, a good deal else than virtue was learned; 
not merely grammsj-, writing and psalmody, but 
much more practical matters, accounts, in early 
times fortification even, at all times handicrafts of 
one sort and another'. Bulls were sometimes neces- 

' Fosbrooke, 373, qaoting Davieo. The above seema to implj, 
but not neosasanly, that the song sohool waa only for the ohoir- 
bojB, but that <»n hardl; have been so. It woald have been mere 
waste of time when thsj were doing anything else than miiHio to 
have had two mastera at worb. 

» Cf. The bote of Curtairye, ed. J. 0. HaUiweU (Percy Soo. 1841), 
p. 7: 

■Tff that thou be a 3ong enTannt, 
And thenke tho sooles for to haunt, 
This lesBonn Bohalle thy maister the merke, 
CroB Crist the apede in alle thi werke; 
Bythen thy Patemoater he wille the teohe' &o. 
■ FoBbrooke, 184. See there aa to the Berwick mock who was 
a olook mender. 
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sary in the middle ages to get monks to write ', but 
they took more kindly to hunting, buiUing and 
architecture, and above ail metal work, for which 
Glastonbury was famed*. Manners too were very 
fairly attended to*. 

If a novice were apt at learning he must be sent 
to the university, not an expensive course in those 
days, especially if the scholar eked out his allowance 
by begging. The great monaateries had special 
lodgings for the members of their houses while in 
residence at Oxford and Cambridge*. Beyond all 
doubt the monks did some work in the country in 
the way of familiarising the people with scholarship 
and encouraging such as took kindly to it. 

The method of teaching has been represented as 
harsh and dreary, so wanting in humanity because 
so little of a humanizing tendency was taught. Thus 
Compayr^', while quoting many exceptions, speaks 
of the pre-renaissance system of education, Drane' 
however does not think so, and all we know of the 
Benedictines who were great schoolmasters makes us 
agree with the latter view. Beating there was, and 
a good deal of it for the novices. " They were beaten 
in their chapter," says Foabrooke', as though it were 

' Theodore Fritz, Sytthae iTlBitruclion, ni. 813. 

> Fosb. 164. ' Diane, 6G9. 

* Cf, Wood, Htit. on4 Antiq. of the Univ. of Oxford (ed. 
Gntch, 1796), u. 67, 69. The ohapler in MabiKon (TraiU de$ 
Etada Uojuutigwei, 1691, Pt. L oh. xii.) leaves the impression 
tliat the edaoatiOD given in the Houses was only designed for 
members of the same ; cf. Willis and Claib, Arch. BUt. of Univ. 
of Comb, i., ilvj and sqq. 

" HUtorg of Pedagogy, 76. 

' Chriitian School* and Scholari, 649. 

' p. 181. 
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common ; and again, " when the Abbot was present 
" in the choir, no one beat or stripped them without 
" hiB leave ; but in his absence the chanter might 
" corrett them in mattera relating to his ofiSce, and 
"the Prior where they behaved with levity," which 
looks as though the rod was frequently used. " There 
" is no other difference, except that the rods in the 
" fifteenth century are twice as long as those in the 
" fourteenth'." 

The choir had hard work, often night services 
and the like, while the novices had to wait at table 
and to attend to the sempectae. The food was 
liberal ; meat always till the boy was fourteen. If 
the monks had been cruel it is not likely that we 
should find so majiy young people employed in the 
monasteries. Brane* gives a pleasant little couplet 
from some monastic fragments, which says a good 
deal for the kindliness of the fathers — 

Wreth of children ton be over gon, 
With an apple parties be nmde at one. 

But it is obviously idle to blame the monks for 
not teaching more than was commonly known in 
their day*. On the other hand it may be noted that 
the class which in all probability had had most 
knowledge of their life, by an elementary education 
in the Religious Houses, was afterwards the very 

' Montdl, Hiitcire det FraniaU de$ divers itali, from Com- 
pajT^ 

> Chrii. Sekoolt and Scholan, G47. It must not be forgotten 
that Draue h&a a theory to support. 

* 'What vas taugbt in the monaateriea was perhaps of no 
great importsnoe, but still it nerved to keep up a oertain degree of 
necessary knowledge.' Warton, Lift of Sir Thtmai Pope, 146. 
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class but for reliance on which, Henry would have 
found his task, for the time, impossible. Nothing is 
more striking than the complete want of any standard 
of morality, as distinguished from mere dc^ma, which 
is observable in the 'Letters and Papers', 'A good 
servant to his grace', and 'a good husband' and 'one 
who keeps good hospitality' we often have. Good 
men from the point of view of our own day are 
referred to rather with pity than approbation. It 
seems clear on the whole that Mr Qairdner struck 
the true note in pointing out the strength of the 
notion of allegiance. This, the relic of the Feudal 
Age, intensified by the belief that Henry's cause 
meant England's cause, and coupled with an observa- 
tion of the practical advantages of following Henry, 
overpowered every other feeling ; gratitude, parental 
affection, vows, all were forgotten. That it was so 
says little for the religious teaching of the time ; or 
perhaps it shews rather bow the teacher tauglit what 
be was wanted to teach, and reflected the tendencies 
of the age in which he lived. 

In the preamble of the statute' which led to the 
suppression of the chantries we read — 

" And further considering and understanding 
"that the alteration change and amendment of 
" the same (that is the chantries, &c.) and con- 
" verting to good and godly uses, as in erecting 
" of Grammar schools to the education of youth 
" in virtue and Godliness, the further augment- 
" ing of the universities and better provision for 
" the poor and needy, cannot in this present par- 
' 1 Edw. 71. 0. u pr. 
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"liam«Dt be provided and conveDieatly done, 
" nor cannot neither ought to have [been to ?] 
" any other person to be committed than to the 
" King's Highness whose majesty with and by the 
"advice of his bighaess' most prudent council, 
" can and will most wisely and beneficially both 
" for the honor of God and the weal of this his 
"majesty's realm, order, alter and convert and 
" dispose the same*." 

Later in the same statute*, among the powers 
given to the commissioners, we find — 

" And also that the same commissioners or 
" two of them at the least, by virtue of this Act, 
" and of the commission to them directed, shall 
"have full power and authority to assign and 
" shall appoint (in every such place where guild 
" fraternity the priest or incumbent of any chan- 
" try in esse the first day of this present parlia- 
" ment by the foundation ordinance or the first 
"institution thereof should or ought to have 
" kept a grammar school and so hath done sithen 
" the fast of St Michael the Archangel last past) 
" lands tenements or other hereditaments of 
"every such chantry, guild, and fraternity, to 
" remain and continue in succession to a school- 
" master for ever for and towards the keeping of 
"a grammar school and for such godly intents 

1 Thorold Bogers nays (Eeon. InUrjir. ofHiit, p. SfiT) that the 
gnat«e8 of the monutie lands were put under tlie conditioii of 
endowing Mboola with part of what the? received. There ia no 
trace ot this being anything more than good advioe in Samerset. 

' 1 Edw. 71. 0. 14 pr. 



DiailizodbvGoOgle 



AND THEIR SUPPEESSION. 287 

"and purposes and in such maimer and form as 
" the same commissioners or two of them at least 
" shall assign and appoint." 

In the survey we find out how necessary some 
such provision was if the chantries were to follow 
the monasteries. Take the following examples — 
Ghabd. 

The free aoole there aometyme caltyd the Chaun- 
trie of the Trinitie there, 

Landea tenementes & other here- is yerely 
ditament«s nowe ia the holding & oc- worth in 
cupying of eoudery persones as maje ixli 
appere more at large by the rental] of, 
the same 

whereof in 

Rentes resolute paid yerely to son- 
dery persones xviijs ixd 

Remayneth clere viijli xvd 

None. plate and 

ornaments 

Sir Hughe Paulet K' & Henry Cricke holden of 

the kings ma*^ certayne customary landea parcell of 

his Graces manor of Crukerne aforesaide videlt too 

partes of the landes callyd Crafte' graunted unto 

theym by copy of Court EoUe for terme of their 

lives afler the custome of the saide manor to the use 

of the Trinitie & mayntenaunce of the s^ide school. 

by the surveiora of the late attaynted M'quea of 

^ It would be iutereBting to gather together all known nsmea 
ot fields for aompariBOQ of ihoae borne in the 16th centory. Iheae 
names were not given hapbasard and often throvr light on early 
endoiniienta. 
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Exiter then Lorde of the eaide manor whiche landes 
be worthe jerelj over & above zl shillings paide to 
the manor of Crewkeme aforesaide for the rent and 

farm of the same lands xls 

John Byrde scole m' ther a man of honest con- 
versacton well learned and of goodly judgement doth 
much good in the countrie in vertuouse bringing 
uppe, & teaching of childi'en having at this present 
vi or vii' scolers, receyved the whole proffects for his 
wages it thenbabitaunt«H ther be moat humble suters 
to have the saide Sree scole contyQued w' augmenta- 
cioQ of the saide scole m' his lyving. 

Tauntoh'. 

ThenhabJtauntes of the towne of Taunton afore- 
aaide the vi* daye of Aprill an" kr. e. vi" ij'^ made 
humble request unto the comyssionora in maner & 
forme followinge, Wher ther is wHn the saide towne 
of Tawnton, being the greatest, & best market towne 
in all that shire in a verray bolsome good & plenty- 
full Boyle a fayre lai^e and goodly howse newe 
buylded erected & made for a Scolehowse about xxv 
yeres nowe past wherein was a Scole M' and an ussher 
founde the space of xij or ziiij yeres, for the vertu- 
ouse educHciDu & teaching of youthe, as well of the 
saide towne of Taunton, &a of the hole contrye to the 
numbr of vij or viij score Scolers by the Devocion of 
one Roger Hill of the same towne merchaunt nowe 
deceased. A. great Relief also to the same towna of 
Taunton. And nowe sythe the deathe of the same 
Roger Hill the saide Scolehowse standyth voyde, 
w'out either M', ussher or Scolers, to the great preiu- 

1 i.e. 120 or 140. 

3 Qieen, The Borvey, Sotatriet Bee. Soc. vol. 2, passim. 
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dice hurte Sc discommoditie of the commen welthe 
of the saide Shire. Whereuppon the saide euhabit- 
aimtea make most humble sute unto the Kinges ma"* 
that ft may please his highness to grauute, & assise 
auche landes^ad tenemeutes in perpetuytie as shalbe 
thought mete unto his grace & his most houorable 
counsaile to the mayntenauce and finding of a Maister 
&, ussher, to teache in the same Scole howse which no 
doubte is most bewtyfull and most necessarie place of 
all that shire'. 

Bridge water'. 

Thenhabitauntes ther make their most humble 
peticion to have a free grammer scole erected ther. 

Bbewton. 

Thenhabitauntes of the towne of Srevton afore- 
saide the xx'^ daye of Aprill anno a. rb. e. vi" ij^ made 
humble request vnto the Commyasionors in maner and 
forme following. Wher ther was win the foresaide 
towne a faire Scolehowse for a free grammar Scole, 
newly buylded erected & made in the xi** yere of the 
reigne of oure late soueraigne lorde of famous memory 
Kinge Henry VIII* by Bicharde Busahop of Ixin- 
don, John Fitz James, & John Eymundes Doctor of 
Dyvinitie, who did gyve <& assigns to the maynten- 
nauce of the same Scole, lands and tenementes to the 
yerely value of xijli for the vertuouse educacion it 
teaching of the yewthe as well of the saide towne of 
Brewtou as of the hole contrie, nowe decayed by 
reason that Henghe Sherwooda late Scolemaster ther 
surrendered the saide landes into the Kinges majes- 

' A eaiious petition oonsidering the eiistenoe ot Tannton 
Priory. 

^ The Surv^, passim. 

A. E. 19 
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ties hftndes vi or vij yeres nowe past, who indevoring 
bym self ratbei* to Ifve licentiously at will then to 
travftile in good eduoaciou of yewthe according to the 
godly fouudacion of the saide Scolo, fonnde the meanes 
by his saide Burrender to obtayue by Deere out of 
the courte of 'augmeutaeions of the Revenuea of the 
Kinges majestiefi Crowae for terme of his lyffe one 
anuvtie or penciou of Cs & the foresaide Scolehowae, 
W a gardeyn, & a close of lande thervnto adioynyng 
contaynyng by estimacion iiij acres lyinge in Brewton 
aforasaide, discharged also therby of eny further ffree 
teaching or keping of Scole ther, to the great Decaye 
as well of vertuouBe bringing uppe of yewthe of the 
saide shire in all good lemyng, as also of theahabit- 
auntes of the Kinges saide towne of Brewtou of great 
relief that cam therby, Wherfore the saide enhabit- 
auntes made moost humble aute unto the Kinges 
majeBtie that yt may please his bighnea of his houn- 
teouse ■ Uberalitie to restore the saide Scolehowse, 
landea and tenemeates to the vse godly purpose and 
intent of the foundacion of the foresaide Bysahop, 
John Fitz James, & John Edmundes. 



These complainte which appear in the Survey 
have received a guarantee from tlieir very presence 
there, being as it were backed up by the coiamis- 
sioaers themselves. They disclose a certain need 
which was but poorly attended to. 

A free grammar-school was founded in Bath out 
of part of the possessions of the dissolved abbey in 
the year 1553. It was a small school intended for 
ten poor boys and connected with a kind of alms- 
house. That it has since become more important is 
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■due of coarse to the iocreased value of the land 
from which the income was derived*. 

The Bridgwater grammar-school, which was also 
free, was not established till 1561 by Queeu Eliza- 
beth. It may claim a connection with the monas- 
teries in that it was maintained by a charge on the 
tithes. That charge was fixed and the school neces- 
sarily languished until assisted by private dona- 
tions'. 

Bristol has not hitherto been treated as belonging 
. to Somerset, but it may be mentioned that the 
great free-school there was of private foundation, by 
the will of Thomas Thome, although it is true that 
it was endowed with lands of a hospital vhich the 
executors probably got at a cheap rate'. 

Bmton, as we have just seen, sent up a petition, 
and was further one of the few places which bene- 
fitted by so doing. The old school was re-established 
on a slightly larger scale; its revenues were £11. 55., 
and it struggled on till the present time'. 

Crewkeme free-school was not of Edward's foun- 
dation though of his time. It has nevertheless been 
about the most successful school in the county'. 

Edward himself founded Frome school in the 
Forest of Selwood, endowing it with £6 per annum, 
to which some five pounds more was afterwards 
added. By endowment this school is connected with 
other charities, showing that the pre-Reformation 
ideas were not forgotten*. 

' Carljle, Endoieed Grammar'SthooU, p. WO. 

■■' Ibid. 402. > Ibid. 404. * Ibid. 418. 

• Ibid. 425. * Ibid. 426. 

19—2 
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Of the remaining schools Ilminster was founded 
in Edward's reign, Lsogport and Martock were 
restoration foundations. Taunton grammar-school 
is said to have heen founded by Fox, Bishop of 
Winchester', in 1522, who gave the appointment of 
its master into the hands of New College, Oxford. 
He failed however to appoint any fund towards the 
salary of the said master, from which circumstance 
Wm. Walbee, a clerk who died in 1554 leaving 
money for that purpose, may be said to be the 
second founder*. But no part of the funds came 
from Taunton Priory, which passed from Colthurst, 
the original grantee, to the Mores and thence to the 
Winters'. 

There is some credit in the above recital, but 
very littla Edward was not so rapacious as his 
father and he was but little kinder. From the 
chantries he secures a revenue of over £900 a year, 
while £25 would cover the total annual value of all 
his Somerset educational foundations. 

' The connection between Tknutou and the Bishopi of Winton 
(UtM bom the Conquest. See the valor of Taunton Priory. 
' Tonlmin, Hut. of Tavnlim, p. 195. ' Ibid. p. 90. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Agriculture, Labour akd Prices'. 

The feature of the Agriculture of the sixteenth 
•century which strikes one fir&t perhaps is the immense 
importance which it had in comparison with other 
iaduatries. There are obvious reasons for this, and it 
is very generally acknowledged by writers from Fitz- 
herbert's day to our own. Among the reasons which 
may be enumerated for the prominent position which 
husbandry occupied in the sixteenth century ai'e 
such as the following. It was a wool period, hence 
a period to some extent of large farms. Much was 
-done then on an estate which would not be attempted 
now, such as brewing, the annual saltings of meat, 
and the making of clothes. Further, agricultural 
products were the staple articles of export. One 
must add too that owing to the system of farming 
more men were required than is the case now, one 
of the effects of which must have been to give promi- 
nence to the farmsteads as centres of their little 
districts. 

' See tor this inbject Thorold Rogers' Six Cmturie$ of Work 
and Waget and RUtory of Agriealt^re and Prteet ; tXno Dr Oun- 
nine*"-"*'" ifif 1. of BritUh Ittdtatry and Commerce, see. t. 
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There ts no doubt that in early times the monks 
were the greatest benefactors to agricultural com- 
munities that could have been devised. One is afraid 
that the letting of their farms must have interfered 
with this just before the dissolution. In earlier times 
there was plenty of vigour. 'Teachers of Agriculture/ 
says Thorold Rogers'; perhaps that to some extent 
in all ages. The Benedictines, of whom Somerset 
was full, were alwajs famed for husbandry, as were 
the Cistercians for wool. The rules encouraged all 
this, especially iu the days when Misericorde was not 
so common. We read of very sumptuous monastic 
feasts, often held by a strained construction and 
avoidance of the monastic code, which must like 
even the ordinary feeding of such large establish- 
ments have necessitated great management of sup- 
plies'. If the rule were not broken there was every 

' Six Ctntt. of Work and Wagti, p. 362. Bat let it be remem- 
bered that the abbote came ia for a certain amount of ooudemna- 
tion in respect of the sheep-breeding qoetttoa. A Qaartetl; Be- 
viever a&je, " The eoppressioD of monasteries by Henrj the Bth 
" ii freqnentlj T^Tesented as the eanse ol maoh of the misery 
" nblcb prerailed among (he labonring claasea of that period, bnt 
" the Btfect of this meosace on the poor is gioasl^ exaggerated. 
" It ought to be recollected that the monasteries fed onlj those 
"who were poor and idle already; whereas the engroising syatem" 
(he means making one large farm out of several small ones) 
"made thousands idle who had formerly been induatriooB. We 
" see moieoTer &om Sir Thomas Moore himself that many of 
"the monastic establiahments had themselves adopted the new 
< > system ; ' Holy Abbota also,' he distinctly saya, ' had cleared 
"away and discarded their tenantry to mate room for sheep.' " 

This writer, however, considers the period which follows the 
Elizabethan poor law as one of the happiest in the annals of ooi 
rnral population, which is more tbui donbtftd. 

> Fosbrooke, 218. 
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inducement to attend to fowl-keeping ; we may note 
that it was attended to from the fifteenth century 
pigeon-house. Fish-culture was undertaken con- 
siderably. One notes in the Glaatonbury Certifioate 
the "Games of Swans," "Game of Fish," and so forth. 

Boad making is attributed to the orders', and 
when they went the complaints as to the filth of the 
highways begin to be frequent; but these were 
rather occasioned by neglect consequent on the decay 
of the country towns. But there was little driving 
in Henry's time, so that a road would be much 
more easily kept in order than in the eighteenth 
century. 

We hear much of monastic gardens". " This done 
(prime) we are sent to work in a garden, to work 
and delve for near two hours more," says one who 
thought it a hardship. He should have remembered 
that under some rules the working and delving con- 
tinued till vespers'. Complaints are made that at 
one bouse the monks are allowed against the injunc- 
tions of the visitors " to have portions, pensions and 
private gardens'," 

Granges or country farms, far away, were common, 
shewing a love for rural life ; indeed it was often 
complained that when an abbot got off to one of 
these pleasant places it was very difficult to make 
him come back to bis convent'. Foshrooke tells of 
a Norman abbot who whiled away two whole years 
in Devonshire this way. The monks then at some 

» Tb. Kog. Econ. Interpr. of Hitt. 

> Fosb. 279. • lb. * lb. 379. 

» 16. 271. 
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perioda were active iarmers or directors of farm 
work. Amusing regulations occur, designed t« keep 
them at work and yet preserve their modesty. 
Women must milk in the fields, not in the monas- 
tery, aud if possible they Eire to be neither young 
nor pretty. Carpenters, bricklayers and those whose 
work lay aloft to wear breeches', naked lege being 
always considered injurious to saoctity, as may be' 
seen from Fosbrooke's account of the sleepiug attire ; 
breeches and bed socks. 

Wheu all the pleasant monastic system disap- 
peared, Somerset would probably suffer more than 
most counties : from its remote position it would not 
be much visited, and it had more than its share of 
monasteries. Perhaps the long stagnation of agri- 
culture as an art is in some measure a result of the 
dissolution. Rogers says that little progress was 
made in agriculture throughout the sixteenth cen- 
tury'. But this rather probably arose from the fact 
that the monks just before the dissolution, and for 
some little time before it, let most of their farms, 
and managed those they had on their hands by 
"surveyors*." Had they been devoted to fanning 
personally much more would have been found out as 
to cropping and stock and, above all, manuring. As 
it was it is well known that there was but little 
di£ference in the mode of cultivating adopted by a 
tenant'&rmer in Henry's reign from that used under 

' FoBb. Brit. Mon. Those in the fields u«ed not eome home 
to eervice but bbj some gbort prajteni there. 
' Hilt, of Ag. and PrUtt, it. p. 89. 
* Fitzherberl hta a book on these stmeiraM. 
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Edward the Fourth. It was in James the First's 
time that the great advance was made. DiBsolution 
does not necessarily mean lower farming either. A 
new man will farm as well as the old one if he means 
to stay long and, as most of the leases were respected, 
the man in actual occupation of the land was often 
not changed at all. SttU a great many of the Somer- 
set houses became farms instead of mansione, such 
as tiuchelney and Taunton, and others went to great 
men who were rarely long in the country, so that 
it seems likely that the old Hgime might have done 
more had it continued, especially as time went 
on the pressure of the debasement told on the fixed 
customaty renta which made up the incomes of 
the convents so largely. The influence of such a 
large body of country gentlemen as the monasteries 
contained was an educating influence in any case. 

That things were very stationary can be seen 
from the two editions of Fitzherbert', the one pub- 
lished in 1539, and the other, said to be amended 
and added to, in 1362. The latter has little that 
the former has not; after going carefully through 
them both it will be found that practically there is 
no difference, although twenty very important years 
had elapsed, and although the title su^ests that if 
there had been anything new to learn it would have 
appeared. 

The only new branch of agriculture which was 
introduced during Heniy VIII. 's time was the culti- 
vation of the hop'. At a period when no tea was in 

' The Booke oj Hatbandrye. 

* Th. Bogen, Ag. and Fiiee$, it. S7. 
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use this was a matter of some importance, but not as 
affecting the monks, who were gone before the culti- 
vation became general. Their drink had been beer, 
occasionally wine, chiefly of this country. Wine from 
grapes was occasionally made'. 

The monks, as has been suggested, were just 
before the dissolution but little in contact with the 
practicalities of agriculture. And that because of 
the leasing that was common. The revenues came 
from rent paid by free or customary tenants or by 
leaseholders ; even the conventual farm itself was 
often leased. Stitl there was more than might be 
supposed from this account to interest the monastery 
people in the details of cultivation. For one thing, 
they continued a method of letting termed land and 
stock leasing after lay owners had given it up. 
Further, a great deal of their income was to the last 
paid in kind, especially as money was scarce before the 
debasement ; Chantry priests got a good part of their 
living paid in kind, whether it were valued in that 
way or not. But then ^ain the monastery people 
at all events leased these kind payments where they 
could. Leases of com tithe for instance are common. 
Deduct as one may, all this mani^ng shews con- 
siderable intricacy of accounts and general aptitude, 
especially in connection with the tithes from mills 
and woods. 

The secular manager was very common. Mr 
Soper, of Taunton, did all the superintendence for 
the monks at Athelney, getting forty shillings a 
year for the work. From the results of his managing 

' Cf. Harrilon's Survey of England (Sev Bh&kesp. Soo.). 
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it seems as though he made but a poor business of 
it'. There was plenty of private weaving, but though 
we hear of it all over Wiltshire and Gloucestershire, 
and right down in the south near Crewkerae, it is 
never in couDection with the church authorities. 
The monks in fact were languid. At Glastonbury, 
as the letter of Fitz James shews, the letting of the 
farms was given into the hands of one of the brethren, 
who was probably a highly educated lawyer. 

The dissolution, by scattering all the estates, the 
tithes to this man, a pension or fee farm rent to 
that, and the land t^ain to one and the stock on it 
to another, did a good stroke perhaps for the coun- 
try, but tended, by enriching the rich and rendering 
leases invariable where formerly only common, to 
take away the wealthy classes from agriculture as a 
pursuit. The stock being of so much value too, 
made the yeoman prefer to lease rather than own 
his farm, leadiug, taken together with the debased 
coin^e and the concentration of holdings, to the 
overthrow of the yeoman class altogether. It is 
quite certain that the very rich man no longer 
farmed more than a very small part of his land. 
Just below that class there waa a good resident 

1 The nameroiu letters b^ging tor freedom after the In- 
jnnctioiiH ot Legh and Lojtan ahew that a prior had a good deal 
of country work to do. In t-he Letteia and Papers of Heniy VIII. 
(ed. Gairdner) manj such will be found directly stating that the 
prior had occasion to go abroad among his tenants in order to 
manage for the convent. It is stated on the preceding page that 
the Stock and Land Lease reiinired a certain attention to agri- 
coltoral affairs; this beoaote the stock must be valued at the close 
ol the term. 
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gentry, the Westerns and Allgoods, but they again 
did not farm as a business. 

The consequence was the long-continued back- 
wardness of the country districts, of which stagnation 
there are abundant proob'. Tb« Somerset plough 
which Fitzberbert talks about was very slowly abol- 
ished. The mattock long remained the great instru- 
ment of cultivation. The marshes continued in their 
wild state until quite modern times, and it does not 
seem as though the sea were kept out yet Great 
forests, which were regularly planted, especially by 
the higher classes, as an investment, long continued 
to annoy the inhabitants, as may be seen from a 
petition from the inhabitants of Petherton that their 
crops be not spoiled by the too numerous deer in the 
royal wood there. That there was a great deal of 
land not properly cultivated may be seen from the 
great variations in the rents paid to the chantries 
in the beginning of Edward the VL's reign for 
pieces of ground of similar areas. 

It is no douht a simple way of solving a difficulty 
to assume that the decline in the prosperity of the 
working classes, which went on in the sixteenth 
century, was a direct result of the dissolution, but 
there is every reason to suppose that such was not 
the case. Fish complained of the growing poverty 
both before and aft«r the suppression, and there 
is no reason for supposing that the fact of the 
monastic estates changing hands did more than 
accentuate a change in the relation of employer to 
employed, which was itself connected with move- 
1 BeeChftp. vin. 
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ments of nearly & fauDdred years' growth. The 
break up of the feudal system, the larger introduc- 
tion of the element of competition into the labour 
world, the holding of large farms on lease, will suffi* 
ciently account for the consequent misfortunes of 
the labourer, and all this had been spreading during 
the whole of Henry's reign and before it. The 
disappearance of the convents formed a convenient 
peg upon which men who found themselves harder 
driven by new masters could hang complaints, and 
the tendency to attribute grievances to concurrent 
rather than connected events is not confined to any 
century'. 

The effect of the dissolution on the position and 
life of the agricultural labourer must in the end 
have been laigely beneficial, though attended in 
the immediate results with much misery. It is a 
commonplace to say that such has been the effect of 
every great economic change. There was here no 
tendency, as in France, to ultimately produce a class 
of peasant proprietors. No one means that, when 
he says of the dissolution that it brought more land 
into the market. But there was a tendency towards 
a weakening of the manorial jurisdiction, and much 
of the wretchedness which filled the reign of Mary 

' It is ooTioos to note tbe turns of on honeet if somewhat rash 
mui, snch u Latimer, in his sttitade. The poverty ol the times 
which he oumot aoeonnt (or properly is sometimes pot down 
to one ouiEe sometimes to suother. This of coarse in his sermone. 
It must uerer be forgotten however thbt life was maoh simpler ia 
the Tudor period tlian in onr own, and that Acts of Parliament 
had more excuse, because more efflcaoj, in remedpug social 
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was due to the corresponding los3 of the advantf^es 
of the manorial relation before there was any well 
regulated scheme to take its place. If the certificate 
of the surveyors of the king'd lands which concerns 
Glastonbury' be looked over, it will be seen that 
a great many men are returned there as unfree. 
That is to say, in ^most every manor of that noble 
property we have, after the enumeration of the rents 
of assize, demesnes let out to farm, woods, parks and 
commons, a beading ' Able men to serve the King,' 
which from the context must refer to the ordinary 
able-bodied free population below the rank of gentle- 
men. There then follows another paragraph which 
runs thus ; — 

" Bondmen. 

"Also there are appertaining unto the said 

" manor certain men called bondmen whose bodies 

" and goods are always at the king's pleasure as 

" lord thereof to the number of — " 

At Glastonbury there were 14 such, at Mere 15, 
and so on. In Somerset, connected with this abbey 
alone there were 97 returned in the above manner. 
Now it cannot be doubted that these praedial serfs 
would reap some benefit from the change of masters'. 
We know that they had all been emancipated by the 
time of James the First. 

As to wages. Here again it is difficult to speak 
with accuracy, or even with a meaning. All that is 

' Dngdale, Mon. Ang. t. 11. 

I This view is coafiimed by A. Amos (in Taswell-IiUigmead, 
Conit. Hut.\ who quotes in Bupport Sir Thos. Smith's Comtnon- 
aiaUh of England, b. 3, c 10. 
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said in tbe following lines must be understood of 
those labourers whose wage was their living. For 
many gave part of their time in return for their 
cottages, and there was more payment in kind than 
this; much wood given, much food. The general 
conclusion to which Thorold Rogers comes is this: 
that the fifteenth century and the Srst part of the 
sixteenth was the golden age of tbe labourer, if we 
take into account the relation of hia wi^es to the 
cost of the necessaries of life. There was an eight 
hours day, and no apparent difference in rate whether 
the employment were for a long or a short period'. 
It is not diOicult to account for all this. As to the 
high wages, the coint^e , was still fair, and the 
labourers few because of the plague and the wars ; 
moreover, custom had far greater influence on prices 
than it had in the middle of the sixteenth century. 
As regards the rate of wages. Again it has to be 
insisted on that, if this were the golden age of English 
labour, it was also a period of customary wages. That 
this was so needs no proof; an illustration of it may 
be found in the power of London Guilds of the time 
in the matter*. And few men would be employed for 
short periods in the country, the relation of master 
and servant being still in a way a feudal one : who 

' Thor. Rog., Six Centuria of Work and Wagti, 327 wid 

' Of course tbe number of workmen was limited in London. 
ProbabI}' too there was aa much diffeienca in the sixteenth centuiy 
as there is now between tbe country and the town labourer. For 
it ia cnrions to find the lowest class labomrera fully oi^anized ; the 
Hogglere were certainly formed into gilds, of, Hobbonse, Churdi- 
wardens' Accounts, 251. 
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will say for instance that rent in the fifteenth century 
was not marked by somethiog more than the modem 
idea of purchase of accommodation ? it was in fact a 
feudal payment 

The rate' of wage throughout this high period 
was something like 6d. per day for artizans, and 4d. 
for agricaltural labourers, who received 6d. however 
in time of harvest*. 

It is carious then in the full view of all this 
prosperity to suddenly come across complaints of 
the decay of agriculture. The reasons for this were 
various. 

The enclosure of commons was an introduction 
of the 15th rather than the 16th century, but 
perhaps was not much noticed then on account of 
the general prosperity of the working clafises. But 
it was noticed. And in the 16th we have a long 
series of Acts upon the subject, shewing that it was 
felt to be a grievance. There is no doubt that it 
was a distinct subtraction, whose value could be 
measured in money, from the incomes of the la- 
bourers. At the present time if a freeman of a 
town with a common, such as Newcastle, has a right 
of pasture for one cow, it is worth at least jCIO a 
year; and the loss of such a privilege is a serious 
one to a workman's family. 



' TboTold Bogen, Six CtttU. of Work and Wagei, enp. zii. 
P&uim. It may easily be believed th&t the mtea of wages in 
pra-BefoTniatioii timet are often deoeptive, becaiiHe of the large 
number of viUeiiu. Free labour nuj have been scarcer and 
dearer than we auppoae. Of course the effect of the Black Death 
was all important. 
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But very important was the rise in prices. Be- 
tween 1520 and 1600 there was a great difference in 
the price of the ordinary articles of diet and clothing, 
a difference due, in the last years of the century ae 
Mr Rogers has pointed out', to the inflow of foreign 
silver, making the money of the country have far less 
purchasing power than it had, whatever were the 
power of the govemment in forcing a token coinage on 
the people. Just at the critical period came Henry's 
debasement of 1543, the effects of which were incal- 
culable. Although prices were rising fast, wages, as 
is always the case, were only rising slowly, tuid when 
they had to contend with both the rise in price and 
the debased coinage, but one result could follow, 
which was loss to the working classes. Had the old 
currency remained wages, especially as in time the 
effect of the dissolution in breaking down customary 
labour began to be felt, would have accommodated 
themselves to the altered state of the silver market. 
As it was, the dissolution did something by the time 
of Elizabeth, but everything was against the work- 
man, a paternal government, no organized unions of 
any kind, gross ignorance, that utter incapacity for 
more than one branch of industry with which the 
modem admirers of the mediaeval craftsman are so 
fascinated. No more labour was required, one 
would think rather less, as villeinage became 
extinct. The monks with their charities, uneco- 
nomic, but comforting, were gone. The guilds 
were gone too, the only benefit societies then 
dreamed of, and the only institutions which trained 
1 EcMWmie Inttrfretation of HUtory, 348, Ao. 
A. E. 20 
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the operative in liabits of combioatioi]. Alto- 
gether the middle of the centary was a time of 
j^eat misery'. 

I Thorold Bogers, Six CtttU. o. in., uid Ag. and Ft. vol. nr. 

The foUowiug extnot from S uid 3 Fb. and Muy, a 13, Menu 
to point to a vaDt ol agrieultaral work: — 

" An Ant for the aealing and viewing of oloQis conunonlj called 
Bridgwaten. 

"Wlieie before this time the boronghe and towns of Bridg- 
water, Taunton and Chard, in the Connt; of Bomemet have been 
well and eabetantiallj inhabited, oooapied, maintained and np- 
holden for the most part by reaeon of the maldng of woolen 
clothea, oommonl; sailed Bridgwater, Tannton and Chard olothea, 
which in time past were mnob desired as wall beyond the leae aa 
in the realm of England, and thereby the inhabitants and poor 
people of the said boroughs and towns and of the ooontry there- 
abouts, were daily set on 'n>otk and had sniQoient living by the 
eame, and where also the said townt in times past were of great 
force and strength to serve the King and Qneen'a highness' pro- 
genitors and ancestors kings of (bis realm:. (2) forasmuch as of 
late days divers persons inhabiting and dwelling in villages, 
hamlets and small towns of husbandly in the said Coanty of 
Somerset, whioh were never prentices or skilfnl in making of the 
said clothes as weU for their private wealths and commodity ae 
also because they would be out of due search of their clothes to be 
made according to the statute therefore provided, not r^arding 
the maintenance of the said boroo^is and towns nor the oommon- 
weallh of the handicraftsmen and other poor people which ohiefy 
had their living and sustenance by making of the said doth, have 
of late days exercised, osed and occupied the mysteries of oloth- 
making weaving fulling and shearing within their houses, and 
have so deceitfully made wrought and stretched the said olothes 
to the infomy and slander of oloth-making in such sort and 
manner that not only the same sorta of clothes are grown out of 
estimation, but also the said towns are in great decay ruin and 
depopnlation. " 

"U. For remedy wherefor be it enacted by the authority of 
this present parliament That no person whatsoever inhabiting or 
which shaU hereafter inhabit within the said county shall after 
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It is difficult to assert anything very certainly 
about the prices in the Tudor period as influenced 
by the dissolution. The personal property of the 
monks of Somerset which was sold in the county 
was not enough to cause any disturbance in the 
general range, aud besides, there was such poor 
furnishing all over in good houses and bad, that all 
the monastic chattels were at once absorbed. All, 
that is to say, that did not go up to London, whence 
A good deal that was precious was exported. The 
price of land will be glanced at in the next ch^ter, 
but there must be a certcun relation between land 
and stock, if indeed, as has been said, all prices be 
not functions of the price of land. The stock of the 
monasteries, where did it go ? This brings . too the 
question of the land and stock lease in its train. 
The monks, like the colleges, continued the land 
and stock lease in a few cases right down to the 
dissolution time. This tenure was an anachronism. 
It succeeded the system of the landlord farming 
with gangs of labourers and provided for a time 
when it was absolutely necessary that the landlord 
should furnish the stock. From the circumstance 
of this form of holding still subsisting, it follows 
that a much larger proportion of cattle passed into' 
the royal bands than would have done from a corre- 

the feut of the pnrifleaitioii of oar Ladj next ooming oommonly' 
called CandlemftB pnt to sale an; Mnd ot ■neh dothea u is afore- 
raid, or clothes ol like natore nuiking and sort Oiade or to bs 
made within the said conn^, except Booli oloth be flrst viewed, 
searched and seen in one of the boronghg or towns aforesaid, 
whether the same be perfectly and trol; made according to the 
Btatnte, &o." 

20—2 
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Bponding confiscatioii of lay estates. We koow that 
a good deal of this stock remained long oa the 
hands of the sovei'eigti, through Edward the Sixth's 
reign at all events. The effect of this must have 
been to lessen any effect which a large forced sale 
m^ht have had, though we may furly surmise that 
all the chantry cattle were sold off at once. 

That the dissolution produced no very sudden 
impression on the general range of prices may be 
inferred on several grounds. 

In the first place, agriculture being stagnant, 
rents did not rise at once in any great degree, and 
a steady condition of the land market would be a 
oounteractii^ influence opposed to any sudden de- 
pression. 

In the second place, there was nothing in the 
tact of corporate property passing into the hands 
of private owners which would make one suspect 
any great alteration. The private owners tried, it is 
true, to raise rents, but they were not very success- 
ful. Perhaps the farming was worse if anything 
after the dissolution than before : such appears to be 
Rogers" opinion. This does not imply that the 
doing away with the stock leases, for instance, did 
not depress a considerable number of brmers into 
the class of labourers, but they E^ain ought never to 
have been tenant-farmers in the then condition of 
things. 

Thirdly, the influx of silver outweighed all local 
causes. 

> Thoiold Bogen, Ee. Int. Eiit. 266. 
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Notes. 

The following examples taken from Bishop Hoh- 
faouee's Churchwardens' Accounts [Somerset Record 
Society, vol. IV.] will give a few indications of what 
the piices of a few articles were about the dissolu- 
tion time, rather than of the extent to which the; 
fluctuated'. 



1501—2 Yatton 80 Iba of wax 


2 





1507—8 Tintinhull a cow . 





10 


1508-9 Yatton li yards of linen . 





4 


1508—9 Yatton 9 yards of buckram 





3 


1508—9 Yatton 10 yards of webb . 








1511—12 Yatton lib of string 








1512—13 Yatton lOJ yards of cloth fo 











3 


1512—13 Yatton cloth for the High bean 






per elle 













2 


1515 Filton ewe and lamb 





1 


1515 PUton21oadsofwood . 





3 


1515 PUton 3 cwt of lead 





11 


1520—21 CroBcombe 2 ewes . 





3 


1520—21 Yatton 10 lbs of wax 





7 


1520—21 Yatton, lead per ton 


3 


10 


1521 Rlton wax per lb . 








1521 Pilton 6 days labour 





2 


1521 Pilton 1 sack of lime 








1522 Pilton 10 J lbs of wax . 





8 



' Thorold Bogera in his EUtory of AgricvltuTe and Prieei 
seems to have neglected the West of EngUud, or at least SonisrBet 
and Donet dnzing thia period. 



DiailizodbvGoOgle 



THE SOMERSET HOUSES 



1522 

1523—24 

1523—24 

1525 

1525 

1526 

1627 

1528 

1528—29 

1529—30 

1630 

1532—33 

1533—34 

1534—35 

1535 

1535—36 

1538 

1538—39 

1539 

1539 

1539 



Pilton 3 J lbs of wax 
Croscombe 6 ewes' valued at 



CroBcombe 6 ewe* . 
Morebath a sheep 
Morebath a sheep . 
Jlorebath a sheep . 
Morebath 3 sheep . 
Morebath a sheep . 
Yatton 20 lbs of wax 
Yatton 18 lbs of wax 
Morebath 2 sheep each 
YattOD 18 yards of Irish 

for houselling-cloth 
Groscom'be 10 sheep 
Yatton wax per lb . 
Morebath a 'ramme hog' 
Yatton 3 elJs of diaper 
Morebath a ram sheep 
Yatton 200 boards . 
Morebath 7 sheep . 
Morebath a ram 
Morebath a sheep . 



' Terms of sheep-lease. ' John Fel^ppes and Jons his wife vj 
jowB [ewes], and iij tjage of ajWer. The whjch you soheppea 
betb delivered nnto Hew Morganne for the space of vij jere, the 
Baid Hbw (or to pay by the jere the sum of ijs for to pay hit at 
the Conntt day. If so be as eny of thes soheppe doth dy or 
mynisb, the said Hew pay for them xvj d a pease, the soheppe be 
of the age of iiij yere, all of one age, the said Hew foi to delyrer 
at the vi) yere eade the aoheppe or eUa...Tiijt,' [Hobhonse, p. 37; 
see also p. 40.] It is onrioas how the lease of stock seems to 
snrriTe in Ireland. A. newspaper oommissioneT reported reoeatly 
in the West the ease of a woman who rented two bene. 
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1 


3 


1 


18 


7 





12 10 





2 








15 


10 
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1539—40 Tintinlmll 107 Iha of bell-metal' 
1539—40 Yatton aa eU of doth 
1539—40 Yatton 2 yards of cloth 
1541—42 Yatton 80 lbs of wax 
1541—42 TintinLull Church Bible 
1543 Morebath a wether 

1543 Yatton 30 lbs of wax 

The wardens' accounts from which the above are 
taken give perhaps the best picture of English village 
life in the sixteenth century. The most prominent 
feature of the parochial life is its centring round 
the village church ; and while the traces of monastic 
influence are singularly small, if indeed present at 
all, there is from the earliest times ample evidence of 
that power of local elective self-government which has 
been probably the secret of the ability with which 
the constitutional struggles in this country have 
always been conducted. One of the parishes whose 
records are preserved, Morebath, was impropriated 
to Barlynch Friory, but the connection appears to 
have been merely viewed as a source of revenue to 
the convent. In 1534 a silver chalice was stolen 
from the church, but we find no record of the Priory 
assisting to purchase a new one. We do find how- 
ever that ' ye yong men and maydyus of ye parysse 
dru them selffe togethers and w' there gyfts and 

> This iras for the metal of the old Ghoroli bells sold to CIob- 
worth. Two new ones piuohesed ftom Robert Caffe of Uohestet 
cost £20. 

* S2— 03 H. Tin. BxpenME. 

For oninew eloeke this Tear bought xxia Uijd. 

It for the balfe price of the Bible this year boaght...Tli vd. 
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provysyoD the bofth (bought) yn another challie w' 
owt ony chorgia of ye parysse.' Eighty-one sub- 
scribers contributed 30s., equivalent to £30 of our 
money*. This is not the place to note the activity 
of the self-aupporting, and more than self-support- 
ing, guilds ; bat nothing can be clearer than the 
immense loss which the labourer sustained by their 
abolition, a loss not so much of money as of an aid 
to thrift and of a principle of association which 
made life pleasanter, while it did much to make the 
want of the workhouse unfelt. 

Two accounts are given here ; the first is that 
of the ezpeneea of Thomas Ede, warden ol St John 
Baptist's, Fiiton, during the year 1515, when im- 
portant repairs were in progress. 

The Costs of the bated Thomas Ede, Warden. 

Fyrste payed for Ester lygth wex and makyng...iiijs ii^d 
Item for dirige and Masse ou saynt Marke day for bene- 

&oto» viijd 

Item for mendyng of ye cherche gate ijd 

It«m for makyng off a key to a lytyll cofer ijd 

Item to makyng off ye klypper to ye lytyll betl and 

schyttyng a erde [i.e. casting a mould] .jd ob 

Item for ye beying iij busaells off axyn [ashee] ...iiijd ob 

Item for ye rungyng of ye cherche laddyr iijd 

Item for ye makyng of a bawderike' to ye lytyll belle, , .vj d 
Item for ye makyng off iiij tapyrs agenst seynt Johne 

Day '. xyjd 

1 See Hobhouie, Warden*' Aeeti., p. 209. 
' BandiTB or Boldricki heie either the handle of the bell rope 
or the leather loop from which the dapper hung. [Hobhonse.] 
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Item for ij lode of wode for je plumer iijs iiijd 

Item for oayles for plumer to nayle ye ledde iJB vjd 

Item for lathya and bowrde to make ye gutter ...va iiijd 

Item for ieiyng off workmen abowtb chvirche workos . . . 

ij 8 iiijd 

Item for to Joha Baron for ye fetyng [fetching] off 

plumer Btuffe att West Penard vjd 

Item for fetyng off flakes [Le for the BcaffoldB] and bnr- 

dylls and rede and poates for ye plumer yjd 

Item for fechyng XT hundyr off ledde atMendeypp...xijd 
Item for ye can-yng of ye ledde axyn to Chewten..,xvjd 
Item for ye clarke for makyng clenne off ye cherch erd 

and kyppyng off ye clocke iija viyd 

Item paied to ye plumer for aowdyr and ys labor 

iij pounds 

Item paied to frayry clarke xd 

Item paied for makyng off iiij tapyrres agenat Orystmas 

riijd 

Item I bowth off Plumley of Septon iy hondyr ledde ye 

prysse jya 

Item for ye fetyng idj hundyr ledde att Mendyppe xlviij b 

Item for ye weasing off cherche clothee ijs 

Item for mendyng and dreeyng off iiij bells ;.... iiijd 

Item for mendyng off bere iijd 

Item for Thomas Edes ys labor the space off xvi^ days i^ b 
Item for Master Officiall [the Ordinary's judge] costes 

att ye visitadon xviijd 

Sm. vijli XTJB. 

Tbe following is the complete account of the 
high wardens of Morebath for 1526 — 7 : — 

The Cownte of William at Pole and Oeffery Smy3th 
beyng hye wardens of the goodds and the cattyl [chattels] 
of the hye store of Sent Qeorgii the ere of owr kyng 
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Kud the ere of owr lorde before rehersyd the xxvij day of 
October madyo. 

In primis recete. 

Mem. That I William at pole resseryd at the begyn- 

nyng of my wardynscheppe of the wolde wardyns 

xxijs jd ob 

Item I reasevyd agayn of Joha at Cowrto ys cowiit« 

Tsijd 

Item for the flyes of wolle and the talowe of a lomme vj d 

Item we made frely of owr chercbe ale all costs quytte . . . 
iiij marks rsjd 

Item of the gesthe [gii%] of John at hayne to the atore 
of Jhu iij yowe soheppe of the wyche scheppe John 
Korman, senior, hath one and John at Oowrte hathe 
another, and William at pole hathe the mother [other]. 

Item John Waterua hathe a yowe hunme of the store of 
Jha that came from William Tywell this ere. 

Item William Bobbyna hathe a yowe hogg of the store 
of Jha, also that came from W. lywell this ere. 

Item W. Tywell hathe a yowe of the store of Jhu and 
her lammo of this ere was delivered to Waltems ut 
predictum est 

gumma of the wolle of this for sayd soheppe is viij 
pownde, and lamme-towe of one lame not val (1) 
pro dec lame hoc sjino et pro deo. ij agnarum debet. 

Summa of the scbeppe ys t. in nomber and a lamme. 

Deb. Item John Dore ys in deb. agayn the cherche for 
the space of his wardynscheppa as yt ij pownde of 
wex or xvjd for at hjTi plesure the whyche he will 
pay to the new wardyn John at Boraton agayn ester 
next commyng of hys fydelite before the paryche 
promisyd. 

Deb. Item W, Robbyus ys coutentyd for hya debt the 
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Thych ys iijs iiijd to bye a new canapy to bong over 
the sacnuneDt wbeii ye wyll and yff byt coal more be 
wyll ley more to byt and yf byt cost not so mocbe ye 
shall have the reetc. 

Deb. Item William Hurly of Bawnton [Bampton] to 
this cbercbe diu deb iijs iiijd 

Smama totalis receptionis js £iiij vjs ijd ob 

Unde petit allocari pro neoessariis Ezpensis nt seqnitur. 
Costs. 

Item y piud to William Smyrte for fre stone ixs 

Item for vy pownde of wex for the iij tapers afore the 

byecrosseand the preoessional tapers iiijs 

Item for iiij bell ropps ijs xjd 

Item for payntyn of the lente clothe and tbe rowde [rood] 

clothe after the bequysthe of Jobn at Borston ijs 

Item for iiy yerds of Iyne[n] ctotbe for the sepulture 

with the hemmyng of tbe same xvd 

Item for ma^n of ij gnrdylls for tbe Teatments and for 

mendyng of the coppe ijd 

Item for mendyng of the bell collers and for tbongg.-.ijd 

Item for grese for the bells for the hole ere ijd 

Item for settyng yn of tbe borde to the cbercbe-bowse 

SCOT [Jeeyen] fotteand tbe barys of the quire dore iigd 
Item for vij pownds of wex for the pascall taper and tbe 

wyryn [J wives'] taper iiijs jd 

Item for ij yryn bars for tbe quire dore and a pare of 

twysts for the bache xvd 

Item for tbe cberche ale howse dore loke and for the 

settyng viijd ob 

Item for a dirige for the benefactors of thia cberche iiijd 

Item for tbe cberche howse rent for this ere iiij d 

Item for mendyng of the ij racbetts for the cterbe . . ■ ij d 
Item for makyn of the pascall taper ijd 
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Item for makyn of all wotber wex all this «re paste that 

belongyth to the hye wardyns vjd 

Item for francke and aenBae [frankincenBe] and for wyke 

yerae for the hole ere ijd ob 

lt«m for iij powudes of wex for the preaeesonall tapers 

and for Jha his taper xxijd 

Item for the payntyu of the sepultnre clothe xxd 

Item to the plommer for meodyng of the gutter apon 
the cherche, and the gutter of the towre ya mette and 

dreake and wage xxliijsijd 

Not [Notee] the plommer. And here after he to mayn- 
tayne and kepe the same gutters and to fynde hemself 
and the sawder to his own propper coate and charge, 
esseppte that «e doo new caste hyt and he to have for 
hys fee at Lammas of us ij b if hyt rayne not yn to the 
cherohe thorfTe [through] hys de&wte. 
Item to Andrewe for cuttyug of wode and for caryeng of 

same vijd 

Item for nayles to nayle the ledde vijd 

Item to the raera for rayng the grette atoke in wages . . . 
xxjd 

Item for their mette and drenke for that wyke ijs 

Item for ij pounde of wei xiiijd 

Item for a sake of lyme oaryge and all zd 

Item for a hylyer' to mende the towre and the almatorye' 

yn mette and drenke and wages xjd 

Item forij oreste for the almatory but a .jd 

Item for wrytyng of this acownt with all wother ac- 

oonttesof this cherche by the ere .jd 

gumma totalis £iij xiijs iiijd ob*. 

' TUer. 

' Ona of the aisles of the ohnrob was so called. [Hobhoaaa.] 

* AcoaontB might have been chosen from Bishop Hobhonse's 

ColleotioQ which would give a faller view of the hie nf the villagera. 
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The depreciation of the coin has been mentiosed 
at p. 305. Ko better illustration of its effect can be 
given than the following extract from the Yatton 
wardens' accounts' : — 
The wardens received from the old wardens, Dale and 

I>nrbaii, 1550 — 1 a balance of £vij ijs iiijd 

Whereof there most be allowyd for y* fall of y* money in 

y*same year Xiij vjs iiijd 

And so remaineth oleor jfiiiij 

bnt they would neeeisitate some eiplanatioa oC the TuioitR ^nilda 
which in tbis esmy ue hardly more than mentioned. 

I OhnnhwardeuB' AcconntB [Som. Bee. Soe. 4], p. 162. Cf. 
Notes and Qaeries lat 8er. in. S06. In the acooanta of the 
Wardens of Saiilby the lollowiog item twice appears (in 1551) 
'la allowanoe at the fall of the money, iijs. vjd.' 
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CHAPTER VII. 

The Tenuee asd DisTKratmoN op Lamd and 
rra Value. 

On what teoure did the motiasteriee hold their 
land? The usual answer' is that they held it in 
frankalmoign or free alms, a kind of holding known 
on both sides of the Channel before the Conquest. 
It is to be wished that the matter were aa simple as 
this. Cruise' says that most of the monasteries and 
religious houses held by this tenure, and yet nothing 
is more certain than that it was one of William's 
great changes to make the abbots and priors do 
fealty and hold fees by knight service*. Still Wright', 
who certainly speaks with authority, talks of monks 
as unable to hold proper feuds, while in every 
account it is manifest that there were money ser- 
vices in the way of rents yearly paid by the monks 

1 Digttt, t. 44. 

' Bnrton, Introd. to Monat. Ebor. 33. The Abbot ot Mnohal- 
nej Iield by one knight's fee service and paid the nanol aid (o 
Henry n. Bee Htigo, Much. p. 7. See also an Artiole on Frank- 
almoign by Prof. Maitland in th« Laic Qaarterly Beview for Oot 
1891. From Prof. Maitland and Bishop Hobhonse I have had 
ver; kind at 

■ TenuieB, 2 
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to one and another. It might be thought that the 
origiDal grants were toany of them in knight service, 
but that as time 'went on a great number of estates 
were left with no other condition than that prayer 
should be offered for the soul of the giver, and the 
fact that a power of distraint existed if such services 
were not duly kept up supports this view. It is 
clear that many ecclesiaetics held by knight service, 
as Prof. Maitland notes in the essay referred to'. 
Thus it will be seen that the point is not quite 
clear. It may be suggested however that frankal- 
moign appears to have been possible although a 
small rent was paid^ or rather that land was let 
to monks at a very low rent, and in this way pro- 
bably, together with a great deal of land held in 
socage, would the monastic estates be chiefly held. 
That the monks were great buyers of land is not 
probable, they had far too much given to them 
to be that', but still they must have bought some 
estates, and others they would acquire so that 
they held them on the same terms as the former 
owner. This will perhaps account for moat of the 
payments which they had to make, though there 
must have been a constant tendency for such pay- 
ments to cease. 

An example of a gift in frankalmoign is easily 
furnished. 



' Ct Lyttleton, H. 140. 

> Th. Bog. Ag. and Pt. n. 94. 

' In the 15th cent, the Chron. of Albion bs^ tbtX (rf 76,000 
knights' fees the oleric&I popnlfttion had 37,005. Th. Bog. H. of 
Ag. and Prlcet, IV. US. - 
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"Know men prerenl and future, that I Kobert 
■' BOB of Hugh do Wudo have giTen and granted ana 
"by tbia my present charter have conermed to God 
"and St Mary, and the monk, of Clyve for the 
"health of my soul and of aU my ancestors and 
" parents and heiis, for a pure and perpetual alms a 
"certain part of my land to nit, by these bounds 
"(here follows the description). And whatsoeTel 
"had within the aforesaid bounds, with the ditcbM 
"aforesaid, I have given to the aforesaid monks witn 
" all its appurtenances. And I have given them m 
"addition the right of common pasture in ""l "y 
" land of Wude saving the com and meadow land 
"from the Kalends of April to the time that it is 
"reaped and stacked, for three hundred sheep ano 
"tor sizty swine with free entrances and exits, ana 
"with all the Uherties and free customs and ease- 
" ments in aU things and places pertaining M the 
" same vill. All these aforesaid tenement? and pas- 
" ture I have given to the aforesaid monks free and 
" quit of me and my kein, and released from all land 
"service and secular exacUon for ever. And what- 
" soever is due from thence to the king or to any 
•• other man, I and my heirs will discharge and war- 
"rant it by our other tenement to the aforesaid 
" monks against aU men and aU women. And be It 
"known that the aforesaid monks at my decease 
"shaU do service tor me as for a monk, and, if ■• 
"shaU please me, shaU receive my corpse for bunal. 
" These are witnesses Bobert Fitzurse, John his son 
"and others'." 

I Hugo. CJtartor. o/ CUe^t. °o. IT. p. 39, op. no. 4. p. 9. 
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Some of the charters reserve a rent'. For exam- 
ple, in lS3d letters patent were iaeued setting forth 
that William Earl of Salisbury, lately deceased, had 
given the manor and hundred of Dulverton with all 
its appurtenances by his indenture to the prior and 
convent of Taunt«n, to be held in fee farm by them 
and their successors on their paying to the said Earl 
and his heirs £10 a year: that the said Earl had 
founded the monastery of Bustlesham and had en- 
riched it with 'sundry manors, lands, tenements and 
rents : that he had given to that monastery the sum 
of ten marks out of the aforesaid £10, and the re- 
maining five marks to the custos of the chapel at 
Donyate, and that the Prior of Taunton had to pay 
to each, the ten and the five marks respectively, and 
so forth*. 

This illustrates not merely the reservation of a 
rent, but also the way in which the small pensions, 
of which jBvery monastic balance sheet can shew 
specimens, arose, and again it shews bow easy it was 
for a reserved rent to be assigned to some religious 
use*. A glance at the valor will shew bow many 
religious foundations were charged with payments to 
each other, over and above what one may term mort- 
gages, such as appear in the Abbot of Atbelneys 
schedule*. 

' Hugo, Cleeve, 18. 

* Hii^o, HUt. of Taunton Priory, 45. 

* Chartere are often found raleasing renta that had been 

* It IB onrions, by the way, to notioe in that sohednle bow voa 
Abbot i* ready to bind (he hooBe lor debts which mainly «t<"^ 
from hit own mlinuuiBgetneut. 

l-K. 21 
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At the diesoIutioB there were multitudes of these 
reata left, indeed no one who has ever looked at the 
valor Cfui bold the opinion that the monks got their 
lands for nothing. The undying grip of a corpora- 
tion, the rule', the crusades', the piety of twenty 
generations ; all these were assisting influences in 
&Tour of the monks, but they had not extinguished 
the customary payments by any meana Take an 
example from the accounts of Taunton Priory, which 
appear in Hugo as reprinted from the valor. 

Esse. (Ash Prion.) 

£. I. d. 
Value in Assized' B«nts of the cus- 
tomary teaanta . . 7 3d 
Demesne lands . . .10 3 2 
Oat of tbis a rent ammally to Wil- 
liam FraDcis . . . . 7 
To the Lord of the Manor of Bishops 

Lydyard 10 

So now ol«ar £U. \Ra. llrf. 
Willond. 
Assized rents of the cnstomary t«nants 7 9 10 

Demesne lands 7 18 4 

Out of this annitally to the Lord of 

the Manor of Holberton . 3 7 

So now clear £15. is. Id. 

' 8»e Fox's Tramiotion of the Rait of St Benedict, or the iame 
in Dngdale, vol. L p. ilvii. Art. de mm atienandli. 

> See Uilraui, Lat. Chrit. Bk. tii. <np. *i. 

* This word indicatei tbat a return in kind or Bervioee h&s 
become fixed. It piopeilj refers to rents vhioh have been fixed 
Tor good and sU, subjected to eonunntation either b; ogreemeiit 
or piesoriptioQ, in foot returns for l&nd vhioh the Lord cannot 
hope to take in the variable way whioh he did in the dajis before 
th^ were asaized. 
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The dissolution came and it lias often been as- 
sumed that all the manors were granted out free of 
this complex burden of small anouities. But thia 
cannot have been so. Just before the majority of 
the houaes were dissolved we find that an immense 
number of grants were made by the various convents, 
in the hope presumably of staving off destruction, as 
they are made to notable people in the district. 
All these appear in the decrees of the court of Aug* 
mentation. Cleeve and Worspring for instance give 
pensions, money, sinecure offices, such as stewardehipa 
of manors, advowsons, and to such people as the 
Sydenhams of Brimpton, Sir John Seyntlo, and the 
Luttrells'. We may be sure that these would be 
respected. We may be sure, that is to say, that any 
subsequent grant would be made subject to them, in 
fact the third section of the Act of 1535 expressly 
reserved the rights of such persons. And yet there 
is no doubt that where It could be done grants 
would be secured free of these troublesome out- 
goings'. 

As to the tenure by which ^e grantees held, 
in some cases it was socage', generally eo in fact, a 
point of great importance, as will be seen later. And 
where expressed otherwise it was often really socage*. 
Thus Humphrey Colles took a great part of the 

1 Deoresa of the Caort of AngmeatationB, 28 and 29 Hen. VIII. 
Tolg. 1 and 2. 

' See Hugo's Caayngton, 98. 

* E.g. part of the Tatmton Estate. See Toulmin, HUt. of 
Tamtm, p. 68. 

* It ^ipears that the grantees tried to evade the paTmectE dne 
yewl7 to certain eooleaustioi which were charged on the land ; 
hence 24 and U H. Till. c. 19. 

21—2 



joogle 



324 



THE SOHEBSBT HOUSES 



poBsessions of Cau^Dgton nominaUy for the service 
of the fortieth part of a knight'a fee, but practically 
at a small rent, resembling a quit rent, and fixed'. 

Still monastic property had never been quite the 
same as other property. It was more mixed. The 
great tithes often vent -with the estate and then 
came the obligation to support a chaplain', which 
many would try to avoid. But after all the tenure 
of those who received grants was not a matter which 
concerned the happiness of the people nearly so 
much as did the conditions of letting to those who 
were in actual occupation of the soiL 

The property of the monks, as may be seen &om 
the valor, consisted in all kinds of holdings. As far 
as concerned the tenant, the manorial relation is still 
the great relation, and we have only to go through 
an example to shew the significance of the valor's 
terse and abbreviated description. 
Uiddleton val«( in 
'ReddiiibtM tarn lil>«rorum ' 
tenentum quam caBbumariontm 
IziJB vjd terrarum dommico- 
lium xiJB et terrarum domi'ni- 
oalmm in manu domtni remo- 

nentium xli ultima xla pro ( "'J — ^luj 

feodo Stepboni Stroude balleri 
ibitfem sic nunc clare 



ixmj vj 



PerquiBiiiontSiw c 
aiiis caaMBXilatibus ihidem . 



■<0 ™JJ 

9B ; Buckland, p. 167 ; 
distinotlj aeserted 



' Hugo's ParticTilan in Canyngtc 
Barnnc Gvmty, p. 70. In the last 
that the bailitTB fee m bought ap, the king givmg compena&tiou. 

' See FinlaBOQ in Beeres' Hiit. of Eng. Law, toI. nr. p. 297, 
Hid see the neit chapter of this eeBsy. 
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The meaning of this small account will be per- 
fectly clear to those who are accustomed to look 
over Court Bolls. The king's surveyors in the course 
of their peregrination through the diocese of Bath 
and Wells have arrived at the deanery of Taunton, 
in the Archdeaconry of the same name. They have 
to make a return of the yearly value of Taunton 
priory. The great roll of the convent property is 
produced, and so far as relates to Esse and Westowe 
it is pronounced correct and copied into those note- 
books which afterwards formed the celebrated Valor 
Ecclesiaeticus. But as to Middleton. Here the 
convent holds a manor ; they are lords of the manor 
of Middleton in fact, a manor consisting, as all the 
old books used to have it, in demesnes and services. 
Demesnes are those lands which the lord, when the 
manor is first granted to him, keeps in his own . 
hands. And it was necessary for him to have a good 
deal of demesne for many reasons ; such as the fact 
of there being no suitable tenants to whom he could 
grant it out to ; or perhaps because it was as well to 
keep a good deal in his own hands so as to reward 
any one in future times who served him faithfully; 
or a^n he might be fond of ^riculture, or the only 
person rich enough to farm good land properly. All 
this before the days of Edward the First. But the 
monks who possessed many manors, how did they 
manage the demesne lands in each 1 The answer is 
that they did not manage them at all, but as since 
the Act of 18 Edw. L they could not grant any more 
of the demesne out to free tenants in the old way, 
making the same tenants thereby owners, they used 
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to lease the demesne lands out to farmers. But at 
Middleton this usual course was only partially fol- 
lowed. The demesne farm was partly let for 12 
shillings a year, and the rest, which the commis- 
sioners valued at £10 a year, they kept in their own 
hands, iarming it by an agent or bailiff whose salary 
of forty shillings is duly deducted from the proceeds 
of the estata So much for the demesne, the nucleus 
of the manor. It ought, we may observe, to have 
had a manor house upon it, and would hare had if 
it had been the property of a layman; this non- 
residence being one of the evils of the monastic 
system. Sometimes there was the house, but it 
was let, or perhaps the bailitf, a man hke Stephen 
Stroude, lived in it 

A manor consisted, we have said, of demesnes 
and services. We have dealt with the former and 
now turn to the services of the tenants. These 
tenants hold land of one of two kinds; that is to 
say, they either hold by free tenure and are free- 
holders, or by base tenure and are copyholders. 
Once only free men held freehold land and only 
villeins' held by copy, but at the time we are speak- 
ing of all that had passed away ; a gentleman might 
hold copyhold as well aa freehold'. The freehold 
tenfuita paid, it will be seen, a rent, and so for the 
matter of that did the customary tenants, and it all 
added together in Middleton came to sixty-two 
shillings and sixpence. Long before this, the cus- 

' It was not till the preseat ceatui? that a Bimilar ohange waa 
entirely effected in Germaii;. Eveijoiie has read of Burgher 
Unds and ho on. 
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tomary tenants or copyholders performed certain 
services, which were considered unworthy of a free 
man, in return for their land, and that was why 
their tenure was termed base, but this had all dis- 
appeared, and both freeholder and copyholder' paid 
money for their land. That la to say, they were 
supposed to. Practically com was often taken in- 
stead, because there was not much money in use at 
all. What each man in the manor had to give for 
his land was put down in a lai^e volume or roll, 
called the court roll, aod the copyholder's only title 
to bis land was a copy which he had of the part in 
the roll which concerned him. From its conve- 
nience, as we shall see directly, this title to land 
was used in other cases. 

Below the ordinary proceeds of the manor will 
be noted a heading, perquisitiones curiarum, &c., 
which means perquisites &om courts and other casual- 
ties, a sort of drag-net which landed one large iish 
and a good many small ones. In every manor there 
were two courts held, the court baron or court of the 
freeholders of the manor, and a customary court or 
court of the copyholders. These courts are important 
when the history of the administration of justice is 
under investigatiou, but they are important forother 
purposes. They were in fact an important source 
of revenue to the lord. Any copyholder who wished 
to sell his holding to some one else had to pay a fine 
to the lord of the manor, and also had to pay when- 

' Thie is one idea, bat the old servioes Hem to have Iieen 
kept up gometimea, as tnaj be seen in Blount's work. Of. Thorold 
Bogen, Six Cmu. of Work mtd W&gti, M9. 
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ever there was a change of ownerehip, as by death- 
Id some manors no fee simple estate in copyhold 
was possible as we know it, the teoetnents beiDg 
held for what we would call renewable lives, forcing 
the tenant to beg, aa it were, for a new grant of his 
land when his predecessor died. All this was carried 
on in the customary court In the court baron, long 
before this, things bad been managed much la the 
same way ; the consent of the lord had to be bought 
for each transfer. But it had had a meaning at a 
very much earlier period than the proceedings in 
the customary court, where tenants before Edward 
the Fourth's time were really tenants at will ; and 
the consequence was that the payments were very 
small and not perhaps always demanded. Besides 
these payments in court there were other little cus- 
tomaiy receipts, such as the sheaves we noticed 
when speaking of one of the chantries'; and at 
Middleton, taken altogether, these payments amount- 
ed to 68. 8d. 

It may be asked what is the item ' fines terranim 
ibidem,' which appears to yield 30s. at Westowe and 
yet is not found at all here ? These words refer to a 
custom, a great bar to accurate statistics, of accept- 
ing or rather demanding a certain sum of money 
down in consideration of giving a man a long lease, 

1 Or things waived, heriots and other cnstoniarj daes, an 
acooont of which maj be seen in Blonnt. It will be evident to a 
student of land tennre that the above aooonnt only Boratobes the 
enrfaoe, and hegR all the diffionltiea. The common fields are not 
aUaded to. But the subject is really too wide and I am not able 
to treat it and henoe have almost left it alone. Cf. Iborold 
Bogers ia tlie Eeotumie interpTetation o/ hiitory. 
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or a low-rented lease, or perhaps any lease of laad at 
alt. The reason why it does not appear here is that 
at Weatowe there was 49«, lOd. worth of land let on 
lease, whereas at Middleton the rent of it was hut 
12a. Still a fine might have been expected for even 
so small a lease as that 

As to the effect of the dissolution on all this. 
Thorold Rogers places the date of the introduc- 
tion of rack-renting, as a system, at the hegiuuing 
of the sixteenth century'; certainly everything fa- 
voured the rack-renter. The leases were usually 
short', and there is no doubt that fines were practi- 
cally unknown in the fifteenth century'. The ad- 
vance in this item is enormous and is reflected in 
the complaint of Fish, From being only a present, 
a fine came to be regarded aa a serious burden to 
the incoming tenant; and of necessity, when com- 
petition began to work on rents with the increasing 
population, rents were lowered and future genera- 
tions, for whose benefit the fine would rarely he 
invested, were defrauded. The system of fines 
tended however to fixity of tenure, indeed the time 
when it was usually exacted was on renewal The 
writer of the Coles MS. xil. in the British Museum 
relates that the monks took no fines and raised no 
rent. If they took no fine or took but s small one, 
and let lai^ly by the stock and land lease, it would 
seem to imply that the tenants were poorer than 
those on other estates, and hence, it seems to me, 
the great outcry soon after the dissolution. The 

■ Six CtnU. of Work and Wagii, p. 396. 
' Ibid. 395. ' Ibid. p. 297. 
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enclosures (in the sense of making a number of 
small holdings into one large one) received every 
encouragement by the ejectment of the small farmers 
who, when the stock had been sold and a fine re- 
quired every renewal, would be easily rooted out. 
What is known as an ' easy landlord ' proverbially 
has bad tenants, and if the conditions on monastic 
estates were more comfortable than those on others, 
it only meant an anomalous and backward, rather 
than an ideal, state of things is indicated'. 

What system of leasing prevailed 1 The stock 
and land lease had died out simply because the land 
had become more valuable at a much greater rate 
than the stock upon it, though the ratio was prob- 
ably not what it is now*. The form of lease was 
much what it is now, as will be seen from the illus- 
trations, but leases were made in other ways than we 
employ. To begin with, writing was unnecessary*, 
but no late monastic leases would be made without 
the evidence of a deed. We find, however, from 
FitzJames' letter as to Glastonbury*, and from the 
complaint of Fish, that leases were often made by 
copy of court roll. This was a convenient niethod. 
Everything that went on in a manor was entered 
there ; the changes in the copyholders, who after all 
are but demesne tenants, and the changes of free- 
holders. In fact nothing is more probable than that 

' See Canninghuu, Hiiioiy of English Indutiry and Com- 
merce, pp. 46B and sq. ; kUo for ocoanoanl bad tOBiutgemeul, 
Jessopp, Introd- to Vititationi of the Diocett of Nonnick. 

' The Survey, p. 63 ; The Rental, p. 226. 

' Until Oharles the Seoond'e time. 

* Oiven in Cap. 1. Bee also 85 H. VIII. c. 13. 
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this method, which waa used at Qlastonbuty, was 
also employed at other bouses. 

Nothing is more ceitaio than that the dissolution 
had the most importaQt influence in popularising 
and extending leasehold tenure in England. In 
spite of Quia Emptores, or perhaps because of it, and 
in spite of all the old di£Gculties of tenure, most of 
the richer ^piculturalists owned their land in the 
fifbeenth century. It was only otherwise with those 
who had monastic lands. Why then did the system 
spread ? It did so for three reasons, so far as can he 
gathered. In the first place because a great many 
owners made a compulsory acquaintance with its 
advantages'. In the second because it is a tenure 
which, if not abused, and while land culture is in 
the hands of comparatively poor men, is eminently 
convenient. A more subtle reason for its extension 
is to be found in the decay of the feudal tenures so 
rapidly proceeding. 

Ab to the first. It seems that long leases were 
at first confined to the religious bodies. In the 
xvith century they were granted hy the convents 
in considerable numbers owing to a well grounded 
fear of coming trouble*. It is said sometimes that a 
fraudulent advantage was taken of the system of 
fines, and long terms consequently taken at a low 
rent', but there does not seem much proof of this' 
so far as can be gathered from the conventual leases 

■ Beeves' Editor, HUl. of Eng. Law, in. 220. 
' Sir CtnU. of Work and Wage; 297. 

■ Hilt. A.g. and Prieei, vol. it. Introd. 29. 

* Bee the illnatration. But Beeves' Editor tiM an importftnt 
note in his Srd vol. on the point. 
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ID the Record Office, but still that it was an idea 
of the period may be gathered from the elaborate 
provisions in the dissolution Act upon the subject 
of the alienations which preceded the general con- 
fiscation'. These acts of confiscation, however, pro- 
vided for the general recognition of the leases that 
had been honestly entered into', and this was the 
secret of a great multitude of land-owners becoming 
acquainted with this mode of holding. 

Once known, it spread as its advantages were 
recognized. The grasping, it is to be feared, found 
in it an opportunity of oppressing, and it saved the 
small gentry the trouble of cultivating their own 
land. Further, leasehold property began to assume 
in lay bands what it had long had in the eyes of 
ecclesiastics, a great deal more importance. And 
yet at the same time the difference now began to 
he strongly marked between freehold and leasehold 
property, Mr Thorold Rogers has' indicated this 
point with perfect clearness : he points out that 

" there was little difference between a term- 
"inable and a perpetual lease, as far as the 
" charge on the lessee was concerned, and that the 
"real difference, discovered later on*, when the 
" money value of a fee farm rent was seen to be 

' The lettetB from vidtora often make it a ground of com- 
plaint againal heads of Beligiona EooeeH, that they have granted 
improvident leases. This maj he seen from the Calendars of Let- 
ters and Papers. 

» 31 H. Till. 0. 13, s. 4; 27 H. TUL c. 28, b. S. 

' Six Cents, of Work and Wage*, 292. 

* Hadoi qnotea old long lay leases in the Formulare Angliea- 
num, p. 141, for instance, bnt they mnst have been rare. 
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" fixed, and that of a renewable lea^ wae seen to 

" be elastic, lay in tbe piecariouB nature of the 

" latter," 

That this was used to the detriment of the lessee 
there is no doubt, but tbe introduction of leases as 
a general and flexible form of ownership and as 
differing from the bolder at a fee farm rent, was 
an important step in the economic history of this 
country. 

Further, leaseholds not only became common on 
lay estates, taking the place, as Fisb complains, of 
the old customary tenures, but leasehoidiog be* 
came at once improved. When the abbey lands 
passed into lay bands, it was seen that the benefits 
of tbe covenants contained in tbe old leases did not 
pass to the man who had taken tbe place of tbe 
convent. As lawyers would say, tbe benefit of the 
covenants (for payment of rent proper, farming and 
tbe like) did not run with the reversion. To remedy 
this we have 32 Hen. YIII. cap. 34. Tbe mere fact 
that this act was necessary goes fax, one would think, 
to shew that long leases were not commonly used by 
lay owners before the Reformation. In tbe case of 
abort ones the remedy is in the new landlord's own 
bands while, as there was no atoning of conventual 
reversions, such did not require any Act, both parties 
being by tbe undying nature of a corporation privy 
to tbe deed. 

As to the decay of tbe feudal system, that bad 
been patent enough for some time back. The time 
of tbe wars of tbe Roses may be said to have been the 
last period when the theory of tenures was a com- 
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plete working whola In Henry the Eighth's day 
the incidents were but an excuse for the collection 
of small sums of money from time to time. But as 
the feudal tenures lost their reality, we may be 
quite sure that they lost their popularity, if they 
ever had say admirers. And leasehold would, see- 
ing that demesnes could be leased by a lord and all 
freeholds by a freeholder, or copyholds by a copy- 
holder, come aa a welcome relief from the effects of 
the Statute of Quia Emptores. 

So much for the effects of the dissolution so far 
as concerns Leaseholda We turn now to the other 
parts of the manor, the effect of the same series of 
events on the freeholder at a quit-rent and on the 
copyholder. But before doing so, it would be well 
to glance at Fish's remarks upon Tenure published 
just after the dissolution bad been accomplished. 

"And no merueil for ther is in st«d of these 
sturdy beggers, crept in a sturdy sorte of extor- 
tioQers. These men cease not to oppresse us your 
highnea pore comons in such sort that many thou- 
sandes of us, which here before lyued honestly upon 
our sore labour and trauayl bryngyng up our chil- 
dren in the exercise of honest labore are now con- 
strayned some to bej^e some to borowe and some 
to robbe and steale to get food for us and our poore 
wyves and children. And that whych is most lyke 
to growe to inconvenience, we are constrayned to 
suffer our chyldren to spend the flour of theyr youth 
in idleness, bringyng them up other to bear wal- 
lettes, other eles if thei be sturdy to stuffe prisons, 
and garnish gallow trees. For such of us as have 
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I left to UR by oure pcedicessours and 
elders departed this lyfe, can Dowe get no ferme 
tennement or cottage at these men's handes with- 
out we paye unto theim more then we are able to 
make : yea, this waa toUerable so long as after this 
extreme exaction we wer oot for the residue of our 
yeares oppressed with much greater rentes then hath 
of ancient tyme bene paled for the same groundes, 
for than a man myght within few yeres be able to 
recouer his fyne and afterwarde lyue honestly by 
hys trauel. But now these extortioners haue so im- 
proved theyr landes that they make of xl s fyne. xl 
pounde, and of v nobles rent v pound, yea not suf- 
fised with this oppression within theyr owne in- 
heritaunce: they buy at your highnes hand such 
abbay landes as you appoint to be sold. And when 
they stand ones seased therein they make us your 
pore comons so in dout of their threatynges that we 
dare do none other but bring into their courtes : our 
copies taken of the couents of the late dissolved 
monasteries, and confirmed by youre hygh court of 
Parliament, thei make us beleue that by the vertue 
of your highnes sale all our former writynges are 
Toyde and of none effect And that if we wil not 
take new leases of them, we must then furthwith 
avoid the groundea as having therin none entrey. 

" Moreover, when they can espy no commodious 
tbyng to be boughte at your highnes hand : thei 
labour for and optayne certayne leases for xxi yeres, 
in and upon such abbay landes as lye commodiously 
for them. Then do they dashe us out of counten- 
aunce with your highnes authorite, makyng us be- 
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leue that by the vertue of your highnea leaa, our 
copies are voyde, so that they compell us to sur- 
render al our former writinges wherby we ought to 
holde some for ii and some for iii lyves aud to take 
by iudenture for xxi yeres, ouering both fynes and 
rentes beyonde all reason and conscience. Thb 
thinge cauaeth that suche possessioners as here 
tofore were able and used to mayotain theyr owne 
chyldren, and, some of ours, to lemyng and such 
other qualities as are neceaaarye to he had in this 
your highnes royaulme, are now of necessite com- 
pelled to set theyr owne children to labour, and al 
is lytle inough to pay the lordea rent and to take 
the house anew at the end of the yeres, so that we 
your poore commons which haue no groundes, nor 
are able to take any at these extorsioners handes 
can fynd no way to set our chyldren on worke no 
though we prefer them for meat and drink and 
poore clothes to cover their bodies'!" 

The freeholders of the manors cannot have felt 
the change of lords very much ; they could not be 
injured particularly, their rents being certain. This 
is the class, the only class perhaps, which flourished 
throughout the period, for the simple reason that 
their rents bad become fixed when land was at its 
lowest in comparison with stock, and every year 
tended to make them more uominaL The result 
has been that, though it is perfectly well known all 
over England who the owner of a piece of land is, 
it is not by any means certain who the lord of every 
' Fisb, The tupplieation of the poore eonmotu [paged 391 in 
the B. M. copy]. 
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manor may be, and thia notwithstanding the &ct 
that to be lord once meant as much as to be an 
owner. More, if we use the word owner in our 
sense of freeholder, as the lord was a branch higher 
in the feudal tree. 

Stni, as may be surmised from Fish's remarks, 
those who took abbey manors did their best to im- 
prove their position. In Harrison's description of 
England, a work which appeared in 1587, many 
notes of discontent are to be found when a chance 
occurs of saying anything of the laud system of the 
couatry. Thus*, in the chapter on the poor, one of 
his classes of paupers consists of idle beggars made 
poor by others' covetousness, of whom he says : 

" Idle beggars are such either through other 
men's occasion or through their owne default. 
By other mens occasion (as one waie for ex- 
ample), when some covetous man, (such I meane 
as have the cast or right veine, daiUe to make 
beggers inough wherby to pester the land,) espi- 
eng a further commoditie in their commons, 
holds, and tenures, doth find such meanes as 
thereby to wipe manie out of their occupiengs 
and turn the same unto his private gaines, 
Hereupon it followeth, that although the wise 
and better minded (doo either forsake the 
realme for alt<^ther, and seeke to live in 
other countries, as France, Qennanye, Barbarie, 
India, Moscouia, and verie Calecute, complaining 
of no roome to be left for them at home,) doo 
so behaue themselues that they are worthilie to 
> Bk. n. p. 31S, Bd. tle» Sbakeipeare Soe. 
A.E. 22 
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be accompted among the second sort; yet tbe 
greater part, commonlie bauing nothing to ataie 
upon, are fnlfiill ; and thereupon doo either prooue 
idle beggers or else continue etarke theeves till 
the gallows do eat them up, [which is a lament- 
able case." 

This suggests one of the discomforts to the stnaJI 
freeholder at all events, which was accentuated by 
the dissolution and has already been touched upon 
in another connectioD, The Enclosure of Commons, 
A sample will be seen of what happened in many 
places in the example set by the king at West- 
monkton'. It is quite a mistake to suppose that 
it began with the dissolution, or even with the sis- 
teenth century, the necessities of wool-growing of 
the fifteenth having suggested it long before*. Fitz- 
herbert complains of it in his description of a manor. 
But that it was inevitable there ie no manner of 
doubt, though there was no reason why, like the 
profits of so many other economic changes, the 
value of the enclosure all went one way. Common 
of pasture is but one of several kinds of common ; 
all commons are a legacy from tbe system of vil- 
lage ownership, which gradually became impossible. 
There were fewer impossibilities or inconveniences 
attaching to common of pasture than to the others 
(common of piscary, turbary, wood), and so it lasted 
longer, but in its most extensive form there is no 
doubt that, standing alone, it would have proved a 
serious obstacle to the improvement of agriculture. 

' Bee iUnstr&tionB to this obapter. 

■ Silt Cmtt. of Work and Wage*, p. UL 
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From J. Norden's account', in the form of a dialogue, 
it is plain that the difficulty as to enclosure vaa a 
burning question in 1608, but by that time there 
was less vagueness as to the lord's rights, and this 
vE^eness had been one secret of his earlier power. 
Harrison, before his time, has a hint on the sub- 
ject': "And yet some owners still desirous to inlarge 
" those grounds [aa either for the breed and feeding 
" of cattell ,] do not let d^lie to take in more, [not 
" sparing the verie commons whereupon many towne- 
" ships now and then doo live]." 

We may take the term enclosure in either of the 
two senses in which it was used': either, that is to 
say, as meaning the hedging in the separate plots 
of land, or as throwing open a large tract for a 
sheep run. In each case the process had begun 
before the effects of the dissolution couhi possibly 
have been felt. In each case the change was an 
economic necessity, and in each case again we can 
say with certainty that the dissolution made the 
change more ea^y to accomplish. That the change 
was cruelly carried out is quite clear; it is not 
merely the cry of the poor, but of the rich. No 
one, even in the sixteenth centuiy, who examined 
the matter at all carefully could doubt that the 

' Ed. otNev Shakespeare Soc. p. 179. 

* Detcription of England, Bk, n. oap. m. ; op. Sk. I. cap. xn. ; 
ftko oh. 83 H. Vni. o, 14, p. it. 

' Cf. CanninghaiD, Hiat. of Bngl. Itubutry and Commerce, ed. 
1890, Bk. T. chap. v. ; also The Compendioat or briefe Examina- 
tion of eertayiu ordinary cottvplainU, attribated to William Staf- 
ford, ed. P. J. FmniTall (New BhakeBpere Soc), eepeciaU; pp. 
15—17, SS, 34, 10, 41, 43, 43, B3. 

22—2 
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hedging in of separate p&rcels of ground was for the 
general advantage ; but the other kind of enclosure, 
the abolition of rights of common whether for pas- 
ture or tillage, excited much more indignation, and 
even now it is not uncommon to read suggestions 
that the more primitive form of land-tenure was of 
greater national advautt^. But I cannot think so. 
With the growing unreality of copyhold tenure the 
common system slowly became an anacbronism. It 
has always prevented the free transfer of land. It 
would, if preserved, hare tended to conserve the 
notion that England was an a^^ricultural country, 
and by fixing the population have proved a bar to 
that movement, which has not been the least im- 
portant civiUsing agent. It may be objected that 
the change is somewhat of a sbam, which drives 
people from their homes, pauperizes and often kills 
them by starvation for the sake of a future which 
none of them would live to see, but economic 
changes are always times of misery, and most will 
allow that the changes reduced the amount of vil- 
leinage. It is not quite correct, surely, to say 
either that enclosures raised rents'. The rents rose, 
no doubt, from many causes ; harsher landlords, the 
fall in the value of money, and the better manage- 
ment of an estate, as a business, must be taken into 
account. 

The preamble of 3 and 4 Edw. VI. cap. 3, sug- 
gests that there was great ill-feeliag on the subject*: 
in &ct, it has been a sore point between lord and 

' Cf. Mftttbew'e lutrod. to the Briefe Examinatiim. 
* Cp. Ewnom, InitTjTet. of Hiit. p. 13. 
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tenant from Hemy the Seventh's day down to our 

The effects of the dissolution upon the customary 
tenures must have been slight. It is not till the 
middle of the seventeenth century that there was any 
further great chai^ in the nature of the copyholder's 
interest. The incidents were gradually being com- 
muted by that time, where possible, for money pay- 
ments. Still, one or two points can be suggested on 
this most important topic in the history of English 
Law. In the first place, the reason for there being 
so little change was obviously to be found in the 
excellent condition of the monastic court rolls. No< 
thing can be clearer than the accounts of a monas- 
tery', and this perhaps is the reason why the Re- 
ceiver's accounts are also so intelligible. Now, when 
the ministers took the place of the monks as col- 
lectors of the manorial payments, they had complete 
lists of these payments to hand, and it is only where 
they were wanting perhaps that any change occurred. 

A list of the Glastonbury fines for instance is 
extant, by which the receivers could verify all after 
payments*. Of course where possible the tenants 
took advantage of any casual circumstances which 
might turn to their advantage ; the loss of the court 
roll would be one of these circumstances. In a manu- 
script', presumably of Henry Vlllth's time, we read : 

' Bee Tor inEtanoe a roll of Tauaton Prioi; laocU, B. M. Add. 
16, 333, for the reign of Hen. YE. 

> Brit. MaB. Add. MSS. IT4£1. 

* HorL 604. This MS. however looks as though it wen ot 
later d»te than the alrave. The writing ia like that of the Stoart 



DiailizodbvGoOglf 



342 THE SOKBBSET HOUSSS 

"After the dissolution of the Abbey of Qlas- 
" tonbury the manor of Ditchet in Somerset was 
"granted (as I take it) to Sir Raph Hopton 
" Knight Uarshal]. 

" Now the point I desire to be resolved in is 
" what the castom of the copyholds was in the 
"Abbot's time because the tenants have usnrped 
"a new custom since." 

Again as to manors aa a whole, it is di£Bcult to 
say what the general result was to the tenant. 
Rogers' says that the monks were easy landlords, 
because they were unpopular, a rather unkind sug- 
gestion. It seems probable that they were such, 
whatever the reason, or the new owners could not 
have raised the rents of the leaseholders as they did*. 
Ush, in the quoted portion of his supplication, gives 
a very strong and circumstantial account of the 
proceedings of the landed classes'. The lease for life 
or lives', the intimidation, the surrender of the copy, 
and the re-grant of a shorter lease only renewed after 
paying an extortionate fine. But the Receivers do 
not seem to have pressed hardly on the tenants. 
From Somerset accounts it will be seen that they 
allowed very large arrears to accumulate. 

Amos, in his work on the Statutes of Henry VIII., 
hafi drawn attention to one or two points too import- 
ant to be passed by without some notica The lock- 
ing up of land in the hands of a corporation was an 
1 Earn. Interp. of Hist. p. 62. 

• Gp. Oasqaet, u. 513. 

• But the complaint is of oonrae br older. See Bog. Six 
Ctntt. of Work and Waget, p. 44S. 

• Cp. 86 Hen. Tm., 0. 18. 
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immense bar to the free circulatioo of estates as 
marketable commodities. This tbe dissolution re- 
moved. Another consequence of almost equal im- 
portance waa the immediate necessity for land legis- 
iatioD. A glance at tbe statute roU of Henry VIII., 
Edw. YI., Mary and Elizabeth, will shew what a 
number of Acts were passed dealing with tbe tenure, 
descent, and transfer of estates. These Acts cannot 
be dealt with in a work of a professedly local charac- 
ter. The 'Protestant title to lands,' a doctrine of 
some importance in tbe sixteenth century, must be 
also left Something will be found about it in 
Hallam. 

We have just stated that a very large amount of 
land was suddenly let loose among tbe laity, and if 
land were subject to the rules which govern other 
commodities, we would expect tbe value of land to 
fall because there was so much in the market. In 
Somerset about a fourth of the cultivated laud of 
the county was in religious hands, and most of it 
passed out of tbe Crown's hands before twenty years 
were past. Tbe following corrections must be borne 
in mind. Tbe King did not grant it aJt at once, a 
matter of some importance. Again tbe land did not, 
as for instance the land of the noblesse in France 
after the Revolution, go to enrich land merchants. 
Those who bought bought to keep and not to sell 
again. So even more so of those who received a free 
grant. The Sydenhams, Sir John Seyntlo, Francis, 
tbe Luttrells, Seymour, the Earl of Sutfolke, and 
tbe Earl of Wiltshire, were not land jobbers, and 
the passing of a great mass of property into such 
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hftnds would t«Dd ia Somerset, as in the rest of 
England, to correct the market 

But when all this discount is allowed the effect 
must still have been enormous. We are told, as has 
been said, by Rogers that rack-renting commenced 
with the sixteenth century. The reason in the earlier 
part of the century was obviouB enough, being the 
rapid rise in general prices accompanied by no corre- 
sponding improvement in agriculture. Consequently 
when the landlord raised the rent in proportion to 
the rise of other prices he found his tenant unable to 
pay'. The &ct was that the price of stock, aa com- 
pared with that of the land itself, was still too great 
But this must have righted it«elf to a certain extent, 
had not the great quantity of land thrown upon the 
market delayed what may be called the settlement 
of the value of land. This was again what delayed 
for a time the rise in rents, The increase of lease- 
holds must have helped, for the number of tenants 
cannot have been very large when they had been 
redistributed, and the tendency towards sheep farm- 
ing had spread over the kingdom. But there is 
certainly no doubt about the result; the rise in 
rents, which ought to have come towards the end of 
the sixteenth centuiy, was delayed until the begin- 
ning of the seventeenth, because then land culture 
was improved without the price of the articles needed 
for production being perceptibly increased*. 

From the Acts of Parliament, if nothing else, it 

■ Six CcTiU. of Work and Waget, p. 351. 

9 An Booonnt of the delay ia Id Thoi. Bog. Six CenU. of Work 
and Woffei, p. 351. 
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ta evident that a good deal of buying and selling of 
land went on whatever might be the intention of 
the monastic grantees. The price of laud is, it is 
confessed by a master of statistics, very difScult to 
discover, indeed, from the calculation by produce 
and the complex character of the interests in land 
at the time, almost impossible to discover'. The 
valor never states the acre^e, and though the rental 
does in many cases it was taken at the beginning of 
Edward VI. 's reign, and is perplexing from the varia- 
tions of rent that are met with. Take the follow- 
ing: 

Bent. Value. 

i. d. £. >. d. 
At North Petherton, 

meadow land 1 per acre, capitalized 10 

Atlangford, land... 6 „ 10 

At Eingeaton, land 2 „ 2 

At Dundre, land ... i „ 6 8 

At Yfttton, meadow 1 8 „ 1 13 4 

At Portebury, pasture 1 „ 10 

Still in the beginning of Eldward's reign for 
avenge pasture land a shilling an acre would be 
usual and for meadow la. Sd. Kingston is in the 
vale of Taunton, which was even then termed ' para- 
dise,' and the explanation of other differences in the 
rental may be accounted for by supposing that much 
less land was carefully cultivated than at the present 
day. In giving up the attempt to determine the 
price of land save by a rude system of capitalizing 
rental at twenty years' purchase, it must be remem- 
bered that the king's grants are no reliable list. 
• Th. Bog. Journal of Slat. Soe. vol. xiiv. 
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They were often prepared on surveys, but the way 
in which they were sought for* shows that they were 
obtained at a far lower price than they were worth. 
But thus much we may be sure of, that the above 
prices are not in anything like the same ratio to the 
prices of labour and produce that prevailed either 
before the aixteonth century or after it Mowing 
was sixpence per acre in 1530, one and sixpence in 
1580, and a penny higher shortly after the beginning 
of the seventeenth century'. This rise ought to 
have been accompanied by a great increase in rent*, 
but the rise was not in correspondence, and the 
reason was mainly, perhaps, because of the failure 
until the last mentioned date to effect much im- 
provement in agricultural methods, but also because 
of the large amount of land open to tenant-&rmers* 
at a lease, and the consequent absence of competi- 
tion as an element forcing the price of land above 
what could be paid. Before our period the wage 
was much the same, but the ratio of it to the price 
of land represented the greater percentage of the 
labourer's Bbare and his consequently greater com- 
fort*. 

The following manuscript may be of value, at 
least the latter part of it, as an illustration of this 
ch^ter and of the chapter on the Monastic Pro- 
perty: 

> Bee the letten in Chap. I. 

■ JovTH. Stat. Soc. vol. XUT. p. 663. 

* Hilt, of Ag. and Pricei, p. 619. 

* The fnrmer oow being mnch more than a oiofter. 
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Account of the Manob and Rectoet of 

Westmonston. 
In the raluatioQ as well of all the lands aod 
tenements and other temporal possessionB as of the 
issues of spiritualitieB belonging to the monastery of 
Glaaton made in the 27tli year of King Heniy the 
Eighth, the following is the account of West Monk- 
ton: 

West Monkton valued in 
Benta of assize as well of^ 
free as oiistomary tenants hy 
the year beyond 26s. Bd. for >5B 7 10 
the toe of John Shattock the 

bailiff there } l-j£62 

Thus clear 
Perquisites of courts and other 

casualties 1 10 2 

Fines for lands 2 10 0^ 

And thus under the head of 

Receipts of certain pensions from divers 
churches for or towards the building of Glas- 
tonbury, as below, appears valued in 



Higham . 

Weatmonkton 

Battleoombe 

Wryngton 

Dyeheayt« 

Wells 

Foklechurche 

West FrainaFd 
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Okaroh of Saint Stephe 


a.BriBtol 26 8 


East Brent . 


18 4 


Deverell . 


26 8 


Lympeah&m . 


13 4 


Marelynclie . 


20 


Strete . 


60 


MameU . 


20 



After the dissolutioD of the MoDasteiy of Qlastoo, 
when among its other poaaessions the manor, &c., of 
WestmonktoQ were seized into the king's hands, the 
following survey was made : 

The Surreye of alls the woods coidgdb sererall waters 
& benefices appertaysyng to the kyng's ma"* with the 
lordships ensnjng videl'. 

West Mounton. 

There ys a fyshing extending from the^ 
mylles now in the tenure of Mr Sooper unto 
the see in len^ vi mylea, the whiche is letten > vis viijd 
to Mr Thomas Warer by copy for vis riijd 
by yere j 

There is also a Quarre of Ilestone and Bagg) 
whiche renteth by yere /^* 

There ys no wood. 

There is a comen called Lynche conf 100 acres of 
the whiche the kyng may let yeroly unto tyllage to the 
tenantes z acres fbr ijd an acre (for that wyll here but 
two crops together) another comen osUed Mounten 
Hethfeld containing zl acres wherenppon groweth cer- 
tain shmbbed okes wh* are letten with the court hona 
to John Totehille. There ys another comen caUed 
Bathepoole Orene containing xx acres 
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The personage is of the kynges Highness gifte \ 
Mr Pajne is incniabent and is worth by yere > zzli 
above all cbai^ ' 

The persone payeth pension to the 1 .,., 

Soxton ot Gtato ITZ }«i'3«™j'i 

M' To see the booke of ace' whether vis viijd for 
rent <^ court house and four acres of land be charged or 
not. 

M' There is Ix acres land and pasture by estyma- 
tion lying t<^ther severalle now voyd & in the kyngs 
hands for de&ult of a tenant wh was late ass* by the 
Abbot of Olaston to the Prior of Taunton to fynd a 
preest to saye masse thrice a weeke in the almeshouse at 
Taunton townesende, 

During the period that the Manor and Rectory 
of Westmonkton rem* in the posa" of the crown after 
the dissolution of the monasteries, several ministers' 
accounts appear, but these afford no information 
respecting the church, excepting as regards 268. 8ii. 
for a certain pension issuing out of the church of 
West Monketon paid by the rector of the same 
church by the yere (see the accompany^ trans" of 
a minister's account). 

King Edw. the Sixth hy his letters patent under 
the Qreat Seal of England dated at Westminster in 
the first day of May in the 4th year of his reign 
among other things gave and granted "All that 
" manor or lordship of West Monkton and the advow- 
"son donation and free disposition and right of 
"patronage of the church and rectory of Monkton 
" with their rights members and appurtenances what- 
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" soever and the pension aforesaid " to Wm. Marquess 
of Winchester by the name of Wm. Elarl of Wiltes. 
Count; of t Ace* of all & singiilar the bailUb reeves 
Somerset fanners Jt other miniitera of the Lord the 
Glaelon | king being accountable for one whole f e&r 
ended at the feast of St Michael the Arch- 
sngel in the 6th year of the reign of the now 
King Edward YL 
lAnda and posseeidons of the late monastery of Glas- 
ton in the County of Somerset attainted. 



Account. 

Arrears. The same is chained on account for 
£64 3 3 of arrears of the last account of the year next 
preceding as at the foot of the same is fully shewn. 
Sum £64 3 3. 

Rents of As^ze. And for zvs ivd the whole rent of 
assize of the free tenants there by the year to be paid at 
the terms there usual aa in the account for the second 
year preceding fully appears. For one pound of pepper 
and for one pound of cummin of the rent of Ric Hoden 
he doth not answer because they were delivered to the 
auditor of the Lord the king there for his fee. Not doth 
he answer for one pound of cummin of rent of the alms- 
house called St Margarets next Taunton because it was 
delivered to the auditor of the Lord the king there as 
parcel of his fees. 

Sum xvs ivd. 

Customary Bents. And for xlli vs iiid for rents of 

all the customary t«nanta there by the year to be paid at 

the four principal terms of the year in equal portions as 

in the account of the year next preceding fully appears. 

Sam xlli vs iijd. 
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Farm of the demeane Lands. And for vili zijs ii^d 
for the &trm of the demesne lands in I^mbergh so de- 
mised to William Halley by the year. 
Sum vili xijs iiijd. 

Farm of the Mills. And for xxiijs iiijd for the &rm 
of one mill there so demised to Roger Adams by the 
year. And for xxiijs iiijd there so demised to William 
Adamps by the year and for criij s viij d for the farm of 
the mills there called Bathepoole so demised to Margaret 
Soper by the year as appears by the rental of the xxxiij'* 
year of the late King Henry viij thereof made and before 
Hugh Faulett K' the surveyor of the lands of the Lord 
the king there examined and by the oath of the tenants 
there. 

Sum Tijli xiijs iiijd. 

Issnee of the Manor. And for xijd for the issues of 
the new quarry of atones so demised to Thomas Drayton 
and Hugh Smythney during their lives and for i^s ijd 
for a certain custom there paid by the tenants called 
plough silver to nit every tenant pays for every plough 
by ancient due xiiijd & bo in charge this year as above. 
And for vis viijd for rent of the demesnes of the manor 
with the dove house and the herbage of a garden there 
by the year in the tenure of John Totehill as appears by 
the rental aforesfud. 

Sum xjs ijd. 

Pension. And for xxvj s viij d for a certain pension 
issuing out of the church of Westmonkton paid by the 
rector of the same church by the year. 
Sum xx^s viijd. 

Farm for licenses. And for ivd of Rob. Barnard for 
to have Uoense that he may place John Jessoppe his 
mother in his tenement which he holds of the Lord the 
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king during the life of the said Joui and tlut the said 
Robert may live away from his tenement aforesaid 
dnring hia term aforesaid bo that the rents repairs & 
other services thereof are rendered and done. And for 
ivd of John Konis, Fetronell hie wifis & Hugh their 
son to have license that he may place another in his 
tenement called Spotte and the toft with the appur- 
tenances to any tenant or tenants during their lives and 
the life of either of them longest living. 
Sum viijd. 

Perquisites of Court. For any profits arising or 
growing from any perquisites of Courts there this year 
he doth not answer because no such courts within the 
time of this account have been holden by oath of the 
said accountant upon this account taken. 
Sam nil. 

Sum of the charge with the arrears cxxiiijli ixs of 
which are dischai^ed cxxli ixs vjd in allowance of the 
rent and farm of the whole manor aforesaid with all and 
singular rights members and appurtenances whatsoever 
because the Iiord the now King Edward VL by hia 
letters patent under his great seal of England dated at 
Westminster on the first day of may in the fourth year 
of his reign among other things gave and granted all 
that manor or Lordship of Westmontton aforesaid and 
the advowson donation and free disposition and right of 
patrom^^ of the church and rectory of Monkton with 
their rights members and appurtenaaoee whatsoever. 
Also all that annuity or annual pension of xxvjs viijd in 
Monkton aforesaid and all & singular messuages lands, 
tenements mills meadows feedings psatnres commons 
waters heaths furze marsh woods underwoods rents 
reversions & services & advowsous & right of patronage 
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of churches whatsoeTer : Also courts leet views of 
Frankpledge chattels waived estrays chattels (£ felons 
and fngitlves freewarrens fairs markets tolls customs 
knight's fees, wards marriages escheats reliefs heriots 
fines amercements and all other our rights jurisdiction^ 
franchises liberties privileges commodities emoluments 
and hereditaments whatsoever, situate lying &, being ii^ 
Westmonkton or elsewhere wheresoever in the said 
oonoty of Somerset to the said lordship or manor per- 
taining or belonging to William Marquess of Winchester 
by the name of the Earl of Wiltes his heirs & assigns 
from the feast of Saint Michael the Archangel last past 
before the date of these letters patent for ever to be 
holden of the said lord the king his heirs and successoni 
in chief by the service of the fortieth part of one knight's 
fee and for the rent of four score and twelve pounds four 
shillings of lawful money of England at the feast of 
Saint Michael the Archangel every year to be paid out 
of the manor of Tynebed and Erdington in the county of 
Wiltee for all rents services and demands whatsoever to 
the said lord the king his heirs or succeBSors in any 
manner rendered paid or done as in the same letters 
patent among other things is more fully contained and 
so in exoneration of such for two whole years ended at 
the feast of Saint Michael the Archangel in the fifbh 
year of the now King Edward VL by virtue of the 
letters patent aforesaid as above. And he owes Izzvij s vid 
which are discharged here because they are charged in 
the account of John Aylesworthe Esq Receiver of the 
Lord the King's Court of Augmentations & revenues of 
bis crown in the coonty of Somerset as in his acconnt of 
this year is more fully shewn and appeareth. 
And it is ballonced'. 
* From B. H. US. Additional No. 15662. 
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Although great estates passed into a few hands, 
such was the number and wealth of the religious 
houses in the county of Somerset that a very wide 
distribution took place, and in consequence a large 
addition to the class of landed proprietors in the 
counties. This has been illustrated before ; perhaps 
the following will su£Bce here : 

Taunton Priory enjoyed an income which may be 
roughly estimated at two thousand pounds a year of 
our money, though in relation to food it would prob- 
ably amount to more than that sum. The land 
producii^ this revenue went among the following. 
The site and demesne lauds situated in Taunton, 
Bishop's Hull, Staplegrove, Busaheton, Trull, Corfe, 
Fitminster, Church, Hill Farance, Norton, Kingston 
and Cheddon, were divided between Sir Francis 
Bryan and Matthew Coltehurst'. Many small pro- 
perties in Taunton were given to Wm. Chapleyn 
and John Selwood'. Fopham and Halley w^^ satis- 
fied by messui^ea at Playsneto, the manor of To- 
bridge, and fields about Tburlebeere and Hatch. 
Humphrey Coles*, a name too &miliar in this con- 
nection, had the Rectory of Pitminster, and that of 
Corfe with lands all round that neighbourhood, 
including Barton Orange. Staffordell was divided 
between Sir Iticbard Zouche, Sir Thomas Arundell, 
and the Earl of Oxford. Three other names, Stand- 
yahe. Hill and Eyre, complete the Ust of grantees*. 
Thus what had been the subject of one ownership 
becomes at once divided among 13, and probably 
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waa Boon afterwards still further split up. A rough 
estimate would give ae the area so distributed 2000 

Myuchia Buckland was the only important nun- 
nery in the county, and it will be found to have 
been grasped by no less than 22 grantees', among 
whom was Fopham, an ofGcer of the convent. Can- 
yngton was a small priory and a good many of its 
possessions were leased on easy terms. Some 13 
new proprietors in one way or another appear how- 
ever, among whom Hugo notes ' the insatiate Edward 
K<^;er3,' aud there also appears the equally insatiate 
Humphrey Coles. A similar partition among half-a- 
dozen occurred at Barrow Gumey. 

Thus where there had been four corporations as 
owners there at once spring up over fifty proprietors, 
and of course in the case of Glastonbury far more 
than this [»^)portion There must then have been a 
vei7 wide distribution of land. 

Lease taken frou a Hableian MS. 

The Indenture of William Pole of Combe. 

To alle trewe Christen to whom thys presente 
wryttyng Indented shall come William HoUeweye 
by the sufferaunce of god Prior of the Monasterye 
and Cathedrall Churche of Saynct Sauyor and of 
the holie apostelles Peter and Paul of Bathe in the 
counte of Somerset aud Conuente or Chapiter of the 
same place senden greten in our lorde god euerlast- 

' Engo, Med. Numieria of Som. 178. 8e6 the same for Cnn- 
yngton and Hinchin Bairow. 
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inge knowe ye that ve the foreaayed prior and 
Conuent or chapiter with oone assente baue lett 
taken aod by thys cw^r present wryttyng indented 
confyrmyd to william Pole of Combe yn the 
Connte aforsayd husbondemane to Edythe hys wyfe 
and to thomoa their Bonne alle that our ffarme 
bamfl and sheppon sett and beyng witAyn our 
manor of Combe aforsayede -with alle landes med- 
dowes leasee pastures woodes and vnderwoodes witA 
all and sundrye theire apportenunces to the fore- 
saide fiarme of olde tyme by ryght perteinyng or 
belongyng Except not mtAstandyng and reaeruyd 
allewayes to vs the said pryor and Conuent and to 
our successors the Rentes Belevys & all other seniices 
of all other tenantes theire togither with alle Cus- 
tumarye werke« of the same benantes there to be 
done or ellesvhere, And allao ezcepte likewyse and 
resueruide to ts and to our suceessore the mansione 
or place of our manor of Combe aforsaide yritJi alle 
the Courte ande dovehouse garden and Orcharde 
there and also the weye that goith frome the kecbyn 
walle vntille the highe weye by the shepen And 
allso excepted and reaeniid to vs and our successors 
our lordeshippe or Royalte there withe weyflfes and 
streis and alle ryghtes and proffytes of our courtes 
there vsyde and accustomyd And allso excepte and 
resCTTiyd to our chauntre or cbauntre ya o£Bce for the 
tyme being the thythes of the lande of our parke 
within our lordesshepe of lyncombe and jussementex 
of alle catelle and bestea there pasturyng aboue thys 
nombre followyng that ys to saye of xij oxen or for 
them other xviij bestea yj kyen vj halves oone bull a 
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mayere and j colte And allso excepte and reseniyd 
to vfl the aayd Prior and Conuent and to owr succes- 
sore the pasture or fedyng of cc female cowjes their 
brede goyng restyng and fedyng yerelye duryng thys 
graunte at horsecombe witAin the sleite of Combe 
Irely and in reste witAoute any Jette gayne saye or 
Impedymente of sayd William Edithe or Thomas 
theire sone or theire assygnes AND HOREOUER knowe 
ye that we the foresayde pryowr and Conuent by our 
lyke assente and consent have grauntede lett takea 
and by thya owr present wryttyng indented con- 
fyrmed to the sayd William pole Edythe hys wyffe 
and tbomas their sone all that our wetber ffloke of 
combe aforaayde contenyng in nombre ccclx wethers 
with alle and alle manere of juasues profytt«8 and 
revenewes yerly comyng and growing of the aayd 
wether ffloke to gyther with pastures sleyt«s closes 
medowes hylles or downes and alle other maaer of 
landes or Seldes belongyng or appertenyng to the 
sustentacyon or fedyng of the aayed wether ffloke of 
olde tyme Vfithm the lordeshippe of Combe aforsayde 
and elles where with the Custumarye workes of owr 
tenawntea there that ys to saye of waysahyng and 
sheryng of the wether floke at the season or tymea 
mete and accuetomyd To have and TO HOLDS alle 
the forsayed ffarme of owr manour aforesayed with 
other the premiasea excepte before excepted And 
also the foresayde wether floke contenyng in nombre 
ccclx with the pastures of the same and custumary 
werkes aforsayed to the foraayd wyllyam pole Edithe 
hys wyfe and thomas their sonne frome the laste 
daye of aprylle in the xxiij'^ yere of the reigne of 
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our Boueraigne lorde kynge beniye theight for 
terme of their lyres and of enary of them longer 
lyver enccessivety hoolye quyetlye weile and in 
peace Yeldtkq and payng therfor yerly duryng 
the tenne aforesayede to re the sayd pryour and 
Conuent and to ow successors in maner and fonne 
folowyng That ys to saye for the forsayde ffare of 
our manour and other the premysses in grsyne or 
come as folowyth That ya to saye thei shalle paye or 
cause to be payed carye or cause to be caryd at 
theire ovne propre coates and expenses yerly duryng 
the terme aforeaayed into the Qamere of the sayd 
pryour and conuente and their successors witAin the 
sayd monastery of pure and clene and of the beste 
vhete and not of the orfTes of any whete weille and 
purelye thressyd and wynowed xtJ quarters of good 
and lawfule and resonable mesure To be payde and 
dylyveryd alleweys betwyne the ffeast«8 of Saynt 
Mychelle tharchoungell and wAtteontyde wekelye as 
shalbe demaunded and requiiyde of theym by the 
sayed pryour and fays succeesours or their seruauntes 
or officers And in pure and of the beste barlye weill 
and purely thressyd and wynowede zxij quarters of 
good lawfull and resonable mesure To be payede 
browght in and deliueryd as ys be foresayed yerly 
allewayes bitiryne the SasBtes of alle sa3mte8 and of 
saynt Davide the confessor the fiyrat daye of Marche 
wekelye lykewyse as shalbe demaunded and required 
of theim by the sayed pryour and hys successours« 
or theire mynisters. And moreouer thei shall cutte 
downe clene and make before the monethe of Maye 
and caiye or cuae to be caryed at theire oven 
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propre costes aod expense* yerly duryug the tenae 
aforesayed foure veyne loades of woode or fuelle 
owte of our wood of Frysten or elles where as 
there shalbe assignede into the Bruerne Orte 
■withm our Monasterye or to our Manoure of Combe 
yf thei be so commaunded And there to pyle the 
same where thei shalbe aasigoed at their owne 
costes and chargw And allso thei shalle ffeede and 
&ten in stalle yerly duryng the sayed terme for vs 
and our successours witA theire beaste heye &ome 
the ffeaate of saynt mayrteiae the Byseboppe in 
wynter vntille the lavencyon of the hoUye creese 
one oxe. And moreouer thei shalle carye or cause 
to be catyed yerly duryng the terme aforesayd three 
loode« of heye of the draught of vj oxen owt of the 
brodecrostes to combe for the fedyng of the sayed 
wetherfloke at theire owne propre coste« and ex^pensea 
And yeldyng and paying yerly duryng the sayed 
terme to va the sayed pryour and conuent and to 
our successours for the aayed wethsrfloke viith their 
pastures and oth«r their app«rtenauuces vj poundes 
of good and lawfulle tnoneye of Euglande To be 
payed yerly in the fiaeste of the Natiuitye of »a.yat 
John the baptyste in the chapelle of alle sayntes 
wt'tMn oi*r monasterye aforesayede And the fore- 
sayd Wylliam Edythe hys wyfe and thomas their 
BOone and eu^ry of them shalle sue duryng the terme 
aforsayed to the halymote courte of the sayed 
pryour and conuente and theire successours twyse 
euery yere at lyneoombe And lykewyse at the lawe 
dayes hundre of the Barton twyse eu^ry yere as the 
manour ys sommes had before. And furthermore 
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thei and euery of them shalle jetlj duiyng the 
sayde tyme gather paye and leuye alle the rentes of 
the eayed pryowr and conuente and hys successors of 
theire tenoimtes there and bryng hyt home to thelre 
monasterye and theire paye yt to the sayed pryour 
and hys successors or their deputes in that behalfe 
quarierlye and therof also at theire audyte make a 
trewe compt without any fee therefore demaundynge 
And furteerhoke yt ys couenauntyd the forsayd 
wyllyam poale Edythe hys wyfe and thomas theire 
soone and euery of them duryng the terme afore- 
eayed shalle frome tyme to tyme weill and suffi- 
cientiye repayer susteigne and maynteigne whea and 
as often as ned ahalbe at their owne propre coates 
and expenses the foresayed fiarme in hedgys gatte« 
dyches and alle other manoure of defenses, and so 
weille and sufficientlye repayred susteyned & mayn- 
tenyd in thende of the sayd terme shalle leve and 
gyve vppe And yt shalbe not lawfule to the sayed 
wyllyaift Edythe nor thomas theire soone to lette or 
assigne any porcyon or parte of the premisses to any 
other persoae duiyng the terme aforesayed wiMoute 
specyalle lycence of the sayed pryour and conuente 
or theire succeaaours thereunto fyrat askyde had 
and obteigned And yf yt chauQce the sayed yerly 
rente of grayne that ys to aaye of xvj quartets of 
whete and xxij quarters of Barley for the foresayed 
ffarme at the foraayd yerly rente of vj pounder for 
the forsayed wetherSoke ot the £felyng downe clenyng 
makyng and carjfing of the foresayde woode and heye 
at their tymes tobe behynde vnpayed by the space 
of one monethe after any terme of payment that it 
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owght to be payed then it shalbe weille laufnlle to 
vs the Bayed pryour and conueut said to our 8uc- 
cesBouTS into the forsayed ffanne and other the 
premisses wi^ their apperteaauncea or in to any 
parcelle thereof to entere and , dystreine and the 
destresses so there founde take here and chase or 
dryve aweye and witft va atylle for to kepe and 
reteigne vntill suche tyme as vnto vs fule satysfac- 
tyon of the sayed grayen and rente of the wetberfloke 
wi^ tharrerages of the same yf any be and our coetea 
damage* & charges in that behalue be duely made 
and payede And yf the forsayed rent of grayne of 
whet and Barleye or the aayed rent of vj poundes 
for the sayed wetherfloke or the aayed cuttyngdowne 
clenyng makyi^ and carying of the sayed woode and 
heye be behynd vnpayede in parte or in hole by the 
space of a quarter of a yere after any terme of pay- 
mente that it owght to be payede and in the mene 
season sufficient destressee for the sayd rent so beyng 
behynd cannot be founde vppone the sayde ffarme 
vith thappertenaunces Or yf the foresayd fiarme in 
aJle hedgyng gattea and other defensses be not frome 
tyme to tyme duryng the t«rme aforesayde weiUe 
.and aufficientlye repayrd sustenyd and maynteigned 
Or yf there chaunce any wayste to be made there by 
the sayde wyllyam Edytbe hya wyfe or thomas tbeire 
Sonne that then it shalbe weill laufuUe to Ts the 
sayed pryour and conuent and to our successours or 
assignes into alle our foresayed fFarme and other the 
premysses wifA alle and aundrye theire apperlie- 
aauaees to reentere resease and haue agayne and 
in our handes after our fyrat or formere state to 
reteigne and peasiblye to possesse thys our present 
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graunt in any thyBg notwifAatandyng And TOkthke- 
HOBE to aregte and saese in to our handes alle the 
goodes and catalW of th« eayed wylliam Ed;tlie and 
thomas tharrerage* and deatyes for the sayd £brme 

and floke yf any be behynde and theim bo 

arestyd in to our handes kypt stylle vntilU we be 
fully contente and paide vith our coatee and damages 
Busteynyd in that behalue And ffurthennore hy spe- 
cyalld couenounte made the said william and Edythe 
hys wy{ and Thomas their Bonne couenaunte and 
bynde theym and euery of them tbeyre heyres and 
executours by tbeise preaentes that they and euery 
of them etreight imedyatly after the sealyng and 
deliuerye of theise Indentures shalle stonde oblysshed 
and bouTiden by their wiytyng oblygatory vnder the 
payneof ane ^li to ts the saide priour and coneuente 
and to our succeasou?'.? that they or oone of theym 
whom it ahalltf chauose to be last or hys executours 
or assignea in that be halue in thende of the for- 
saide terme welle and truly yelde delyuer to vs the 
saide priour and conuente or to our successours or 
to our deputie in that behalue the forsaide wether- 
flocke conteynynge in nombre ccclx hoole Bounde and 
Rtronge not rotten banyde nor otherwayea diaeasid 
Or at the leaste for euery pole or peace xviij* to be 
estemyd valued or jui^d by the hole homage there. 
So that allewayes notwitAatondyng it shalbe at the 
lybertie and choise of vb the said priour and conuente 
and over Buccesaours whether we wyll then take the 
forsaid sbepe or the price aforesayd. And also that 
they and euery off them contynually durynge the 
terme aforesaid shalle maynteyne and kepe vpp the 
noumbre of the wetherflocke aforesaid without any 
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notable dymjnycion vpon tbe pastUTM aforeeayd and 
furthermore that they shalle Btonde to p«rfoTine and 
fhUefylle enigry oone off hys tyme alle other thynges 
before specyfyed and expresayd And we the foresayd 
priour and conuente and our sucoessours alle the 
foTsaid fEanne and other the premysses wtfA their 
appertenounces excepte before exceptyd to the for- 
sayd william Edithe and Thomas for termes ofif their 
lyues and of euery of them longer lyuer in maner 
and forme aboue wr3rten shalle ageynst alle people 
waraunte acqwyte and defende by theyse presenter 
In wytnes wherof to thone parte of thys wrytyng 
Indented remaynyng with the foresayd william 
Edythe and Thomas we the forsayd priour and con- 
uente haue putte oure cornea or conuente seale. 
And to thother parte off the same ' wr y ty ng in- 
dentyd remaynyng witli vb the saide priour and 
conuente and our succesaours the foresaid william 
E>lythe and Thomas haue putt theyre seales. Yeuen 
in our chapter house with wir hole assent consente 
and wylle the xj"" daye of Nouembre in the xx* yere 
of the reigne of our souerayne lorde Kynge Henry 
theight &&* 

HXAMPLE OF A CaNTEBBTIBY StOCE AND liAND 

Lease (Rawlinson MS. Bodl. Libr. Oxford). 

Et insuper presens indentura testatur quod 

cum predict! firmarii receperint de preEato Priore in 
et cum predict© manerio de Lyddecourte staurum 
viuum Buhscriptum habendum eis et occupandum 

> HarL US. S9T0 f. 20. (This is a book of Oopies awAj 
Qonlemponuy.} 
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vsque finem termini predict! videlicet ccc oues 
matrices precij xvij li centum multones sex veruices 
precij capite xvijd vijli xs ijd. Clxvij agni precij 
tj li siij B iiij d predicti Prior et conuentus per pre- 
sentes coDceduut quod liceat prefatis Edwardo et 
Jane et asBignatis suis ad libitum suum de predicto 
stauro viuo quantum eis placuerint et visum fuerint 
ezpedin vendere et alienare Itaquod ipsi executores 
vel assignati sui tantum staumm viuum quantum 
sic venditum siue alienatum fuerit pro ipsis Priore 
et Conuentu et successoribus suis ad vsum saum 
emant et loco eiusdem atauri sic venditi seu alienati 
ponant et restituant. 

License to alienate in Mokthaih. 

'Rem omnibus ad quos &c. salutem sciatia quod 
cum Qos tricesimo die Octobris preterito per Mteras 
nostras patentes de gratia nostra speaali & pro cen- 
tum solidis solutis in hanap«rio nostro concessimus 
St licenciam dederimus pro nobis &, heredilms nostris 
quantum in nobis fuit dilecto nobis Johanni Wal- 
sbam quod ipse quatuor mesuagia quatuor viginti 
acras t^rre decem acras porci & decern aoras pasture 
cum pertineidibus in Bradforde que sunt gleba eccle- 
aie de Bradforde Si que valorem aonuum quinque 
marcarum non excedunt nee non aduocacionem 
ecclesie de Bradforde que quidem eccle«ia ad viginti 
marcas extenditur per annum & que quidem mesuagia 
& libera parcum pastura & aduocacio de nobw non 
tenentur in capite vt dicitur dare possit & assignare 
dilectis nobis in Chriato Priori & Conventui de Ber- 
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liche in coinitaia Somerset ha&eDdttm & tenendum 
eisdem priori & conveatui & sucoessori&u« suis ad 
morandum pro salubri statu nostio dum vixerimus & 
pro aniTna nostra cum ab hac luce augrau^rimus & 
aniTnabus {sic) progenitonwi & succeBsorufn nostro- 
xvm & OTunium fideliuni defunctorum imperpetuum. et 
eisdem Priori Sn Conveutui quod ipsi dicta messuagia 
terrain parcum & pasturam cum pertinm^us necnon . 
advocacionem predicfam a prafato Jolianne recipere 
& ecctegiam illam appropriare &c earn gic appropria^ 
tarn in proprios vsus tenere possint vna cum di'cfia 
mesBuagiia terra parco & pastura cum ■pertineniibus 
eiedam Priori & Conventui Se eortim. successoribus ad 
exorandum pro satu et a.nimahua predicts imp^r- 
petaum aicut predicfum est statuto de Tecipendo & 
tenendo ad manum mortuam non ponendo edicto 
Doa obstante salvis semper capitalibiu domtnis feodl 
seruiciis de diesis messuagiis terra parco pastura & 
aduocactone debilis & consultis prout in literis no^s 
predicds plenitis continetur noa ad premissa con- 
sideracionem boientes ad supplicactonem dictorum 
Prioris & Conventus de gratia nostra speciali conces- 
simus & liccudam dedimus pro nobis & beredibtu 
no«tris quantum in nobis est tam prefato Jobonni 
quam Ricardo nuper persone ecclerie de fiufforde & 
"Bicardo Bete quod ipsi dtcia messuagia terram por- 
cum &B pasturam cum peitiuentibus Se aduocacionem 
yrediolam dare possint & aaaignare prefatis Priori & 
CoDventui habendum & tenendum eisdem Priori & 
Conventui & eomm succeasoribu^ ad exorandum pro 
statu animabiM predicfis imperpefuum et eisdem 
Priori & Conventui quod ipsi mesuagia terram portum 
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et pasturam prvdictam cum TpertioBnlibvs & aduoca- 
cionem predicfam a prebtis Jofaanne Eioardo & 
Bicordo recipere & Bccleeiam illam appropriare & 
eani sic appropriatam in proprios tsus tenere poaeiDt 
vna cum mesaui^iB tarra parco & pastura predicts 
cum -pmiiaentibus prefatis Priori & Conventui & 
eorum BucceBBoribiM ad ezorandum p-o salubri statu 
& animahus predictis imperpefuum sicut predictum 
est statuto prvdicto non obstante noleutes quod iidem 
Johannes Bican2us & Rican^us rel heredes sui aut 
predicfi Prior & Conventus seu successores aui ro^ae 
premissorum per nos vel heredes luutros aut minis- 
tros noatroB quoscumque molesteotur in aliquo seu 
gruuentur saluis semper capitalibufi dcnntms feodi 
seniiciis super dtctia. In cuius &c.' 

' B. 0. Patent Boll, 6 Bio. n. pt. L m. 22. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 
SoHB Qehebal Results of the Suppbbbsion. 

Is gathering up a few of the results of the sup- 
presaion not hitherto noticed, the survey will be 
found to be invaluable, and the hinte which it gives 
ought to be moat carefully noted. It was taken just 
when the effect of the suppression was beginning to 
make itself fully felt, in the social life of the county 
at all events. The first point then that we must 
examine is the condition of what may be termed 
rehgion alter the overthrow of the monks. 

The monastic chapels are all gone, some of th«m 
splendid, many of thera places of resort for the 
neighbours, though it is highly improbable that the 
monks ever systematically worked aS parish priests. 
In the time of Henry the Eighth there was a great 
deal of slackness about religion. Traces of it will be 
seen in the survey ; the businesslike way in which 
districts bargained for their services is almost amus- 
ing. When then the monasteries went a certain 
definite amount of religious accommodation went 
too. The chantries were left, but were often in 
decay, often small ; and again, invaluable though 
they were in the country on other than religious 
grounds, they were suppressed at the beginning of 
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Edward the VI/s reign. To Uluatrate the need of 
more services take the following : 
The fttte duq>ell of Blackefbrde. 

The aaide chapell ia distant from the paryshe 
chnrche one myle and a half; and thenhabitauntes 
ther be zxxii^ honseholds', 
Chnton : The chapell of Eaton Minor. 

This chapeU maje welbe spared for that Eston 
M&ior standeth within ij furlonge, and nerer the 

Bcheeter Burrowe : The fifree chapeU of the Holy Trinity 
of Whitehall ther. 

The ohapell is scitnate within the towne of II- 
chester. 
The chapeU Mychelles at Bowe. The rent of the same &c. 
Partaken! of the Lords Holy Soopto: ther 95 
persones*. 
Longe Sutton. 
The chapell of Upton. 

The chapell is half a myle from the paryshe ohnrche 
and maye well be spared. 
The chapell of EnoUe. 

The chapell ia a quarter of a myle from the 
paryshe chnrche and maye well be spared. 

There be no lands apperteyning to this chapell*- 

These instances will shew that there was need of 
the churcbea, and that the destruction of these 

^ SoiB. Bee. Soe. vol. n. p. 70. ' Jl. p. 98: 

» lb. p. 107. « a. p. 118. 



DiailizodbvGoOgle 



AND THBIB SUPPBES8I0V. 369 

chapels aod confiscation of the endowments would 
only add to the existing religious ignorance. That 
in the early part of the sixteenth century there was 
a certain amount of religious devotion among the 
laity, the churches which are of that period afford 
evidence. It was a time of considerable building 
activity. The Chantry Inspectors' reports shew that 
there had been generosity and self-sacrifice on the 
part of the people. For instance ; 
StavordalL 

The personage and vicarage ther wer improptiat 
to tfa« late prioTje of Staverdell and after the dixso- 
lucioa of the same purchased by the foreeaide Lord 
Zonche of the Idnges ma*^, who findetb a oorate to 
mynyater ther having for his jerely salarie. vj U. 

Partakers of the Lcffdea Holy Sooper ther 280 
persones'. 
Eatpennarde. 

The chapell oallyd Stone Ohapell. 
The preeat was founde of the devociou of then- 
habitauntea ther who gave to hym and his successors 
the foresaide tenement*. 
Wynfordo. 

The chapell of our Lady ther. 
The paryahenora (saye) that they boughte this 
chapell ix yerea uowe past of one Mr Tanghan ser- 
vunte to Sir Thomas Arundell knighte, then sarveiour 
of the Buppreesed l&ndea within the saide conntie*. 

' Som. Etc. Soe. vol. □. p. 12B. CI. p. 119. Lord Zonebe'a an- 
MBtor however had lonnded tlie ohantr? loi two prieata. Cf.Hngo, 
Hilt, 0/ Taunton Priory, p. 65, and Zonche'a letter in Chap^ t. ant«. 

• lb. p. 134. » J6. p. 86. 

A. E. 24 
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But on the other hand there is no doubt that 
the effecta of the frequent changes and turmoils of 
the reign had proved disastrous to religious obser- 
vances by the time that Edward the Sixth came to 
the throD& To b^n with, a man would be in great 
danger of being an Act of Parliament behind the 
King in times when no dissent was tolerated. Cau- 
tious men of the period would wait, or at all events 
be chary of making loud professions on matters of 
rituaL Probably a great deal less church-going went 
on. For all this the dissolution must in some part 
answer; but surely the pre-Reformation teaching 
has a good deal of responsibility. The men of the 
Befommtion were the creatures of the time of 
Catholic supremacy, and the abuse which is &eely 
and with a certain amount of justice employed in 
describing their characters has a certain reference 
to those by whom they were educated. And it is 
curious that those who had most to do with the 
dissolution of monasteries were all more or less 
connected with the religious system of the time. 
There is not much doubt that as to the religious 
side of the Reformation most people cared little, 
they were indeed throughout Henry's reign veiy 
little conceiued with il They had long bated the 
Pope as represented to the ordinary mind by the 
extortioners of the ecclesiastical courts and the 
changes in ritual were slight. The survey throws 
a good deal of indirect light on the state of religious 
feeling when it was taken as well as being a witness 
of many acts of sacril^e'. 

> Cp. Green, Introd. to vol. u. iSom. Itec. Soc. 
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The ffree chapell of Hydall. 

One mesBuage callyd Hjdall being within the 
town of dyvedon aforesaide with all & Binguler 
landda Ac letten to farme to John Bulbecke for 
t«nne of 63 yeres, by Indenture datyd the zij"' daje 
of Marcfae in the xxri"' yere of the reigne of oure 
late soveraigne lorde, kisge Hesry the viij'^ ...iiijlL 
Tber bathe ben neyther incumbent, nor other 
mynister recddeat apon && saide firee chapell syns 
the date of the foresaide Indenture, but the lesaie 
receyveth the proffectes of the same to his owen nse 
as may appere by the firsts booke of Survey of 
Colleges Chauntries &c. ' 

The ohapell of Longelode. 

The rentes of the saide ohapell with one pece of 
grounde callyd chapell haye and one litis cotage with 
one acre of arable lande' xvjd 

The chapell of Upton. 

The rente of the same ohapell' iiijd 

The ch&pell of EnoUe. 

The rrait of the same ohapell* iiijd 

Langporte. 

The aalarie of too prieatee ther callyd fratemitie 
priestes. 

It is presentyd that theis two services have 
had contynuaimce only at the will & pleasure of the 
porteryve and commyaaltie of the saide Borowe 
without eny fundacion wherfore the same porteryve 
and cammynaltie make humble peticion that they 

> Som. Ree. Sa«. toL ii. p. 63. 

» 16. p. 110. » 16. p. 118. • 16. p. lis. 

24—2 
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maje be mffend & licenced, to ooaverte the saide 
■tipendes to the repemcions and maynteimaiioe of the 
Bridge ther whiche is a great bridge of stone with 
zxx arches beinge the great staye of that towue and 
all the oountrye theraboutes '. 

Pytn<qr. 

The chapell ii utterly decayde and Mien downe 
longe ago*. 

The last is a common report. 

Of tfaoee that occur above as places where the 
CommissiQners thought that the chapels might be 
nsed as poriBh churches with advantage, Enolle was 
erected into a chapel of Long Sutton', but none 
of the other recommendations seem to have been 
attended to. 

But all this, though it shews a certain decay in 
religious observances, really hardly touches the reli- 
gious houses at all. The chapel of the monastery 
was in all but the greatest houses the chapel of the 
monks. The people might go occasionally &om the 
district, but the great lesson of the accounts of the 
churchward ens* before referred to is that England 
was centred in the pariah churches and not in the 
monasteries. Little aid came from monasteries to the 
village churchee in the parishes from which their 
income was drawn. As a rule they left the chansh 
poorer from the system now to be noticed. 

We turn to a consequence of the dissolution 

* Stm. Etc. Soc. ToL ii. p. 115. 

> a. p. 110. Cp. lb. pp. S6, S8, es, so, SS, 90, 93, 96, Ac 
» Lib. Reg. p. 88. 

* Fablished by the Someraet Beooid Booiety. Ed. Hobhonse. 
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for wbicb the religious themselves were in do small 
measure to blame, and if they had wished to leave a 
curse to the temporal prosperity of those that should 
come after them, they could uot have devised a 
more fruitful source of annoyance and poverty than 
the system of impropriations. Eennet* says that 
the poverty of the country clergy was so great that 
most of them in Henry the YIII/s time took to 
&rming, and were very much alarmed when the 
statute of 21 Hen, VIII. seemed to prevent them 
from leasing land of the convents any longer. But 
one finds it difficult to believe this. Kennet was a 
man with a case to prove, and as far as Somerset is 
concerned there seems evidence to the contrary from 
the survey, where the values of the livings are often 
enumerated. Further we have the evidence of the 
Talor which shews that the vicar bad enough for a 
single man to live on. Nut a large income but more 
than Rennet would have us believe, or else, in the 
stagnation period of rent which followed and the small 
improvement in i^riculture, the vicar could never have 
paid his first-fruits and tenths at all, more particu- 
larly as he was deprived by statute of part of a small 
augmentation often accruing. All the historians of 
the time consider the parson to have been fairly well 
oflF. We find a vicar keeping two curates in the survey. 
From the valor a vicar would appear to get some six 
pounds a year, but he often got more than that, and 
sometimes, as appears from the survey, he had bis 
food or wood as well, fish laments the wealth 
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rather than poverty of the clerics'. In the diocese 
of Bath and Wells there were 125 rectories appro- 
priated hefore "the diBSolutioD. Most of these were 
in the hands of the convents, an example of which 
may be seen in the Taunton accounts, the Austin 
canons there having the Rectory of Dulverton. But 
others beades convents were in possession of impro- 
priated rectories before the Reformation, It was a 
very fovourite method of paying a man a salary to 
make him a non-resident rector of a country living. 
He put in a vicar and drew the diEFerence between 
the whole tithe and whatever the vicar had to live 
upon, generally the small tithe. The chancellor of 
the diocese, the prebendaries, the archdeacon and 
others received money in this way ; and sometimes 
laymen. Also when the visitations were in progress 
and during the troubled years between the various 
stages of the suppression, the convents ia order to 
bribe or please certain of their friends made grants 
of rectories to laymen, but the practice was not at 
all common and was considered illegal. But when 
the monastic property changed hands a very different 
state of afiairs presented itself. The laity who held 
land in manors formerly the property of a convent 
very naturally objected to pay large sums of money 
amounting in our values almost always' to several 
hundred pounds to other than religious persons, and 

1 See illnetratiou to Oub obapter. The wills of the Clergy oeem 
to shew a oertaiii Bmonnt of pnwpedty. Ct. yfea,-vei, WelU WiUt, 
10, 21, 26, S2, 87, 12, U, 66, 82, Bi, 91, 34, 1S2, 168, 1S8, 303. It 
ia muionB to note bow maob wfta lett to pariah churches in these 
wills. Mid how little to the monuteriea. Gf. p. 125. 

* See the valor tit. Dioo. Bathon' and WeUeit'. 
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it appears that they did not pay until admonished 
30 to do hy the Act of 32 Hen. VIII. on the Buhject. 
One computation assigns 3335 as the number of 
rectories which passed into lay hands'. 

Here all that can be said on the subject is that a 
wrong was done to the clergy such as has caused 
poverty and often the necessary consequence of ill 
living, from the sixteenth century to our own day ; a 
far more grievous wrong was done to the poor whose 
position might have been considered, and who cer- 
tainly had some sort of vested interest in the tithe 
which the very constitution of the monasteries recog- 
nized ; and further the last chance was lost of shew- 
ing some little unselfishness in the disposition of 
that uttermost tarthing which " the gang of coiners 
and smashers*" of the court seemed determined to 
exact. From that day to this parishes have been 
impoverished by the paying away of large and now 
almost unvarying sums of money to persons who 
have often no other local interests, while the vicar, 
whose income has certainly not increased with either 
the demands upon his pocket or the necessities of 
the parish for which he is thought an ex-officio 
relieving ofiGcer, finds himself very differently situated 
in 1890 to what he was in 1530. Then he was often 
a monk, and whether that or not was never rack- 
rented by the brethren of the convent in paying the 
great tithe ; he had moreover a fair stipend. Now 

' Eennet, Improp. p. 1S7> qaoting from Cleopatra, E. n. 

' Bogera. It is oertoin (Hat there was a great dearth ot prieste 
after the Beformation. Strjpe often alladeB to it. See also the 
letnarks of the Speaker of the House of Common)) qaoted apropos 
of eduoatiou. The deatniotion of the ohaDbriea of ooqtm led 

to tUM. 
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it is eootigh to say that he is married, poor, and 
expected to be a country gentleman, to express what 
is often the wretchedness of his position. 

Every record we have of the customs of me- 
diaeval England points to the fact that it was a 
very musical period. The English were always great 
lovers of song. Anything with a tune in it, catches, 
rounds, solos on the organs, or, if nothing better, 
bells. Thus they relieved their feelings which then 
had much fewer ways of escape than in the highly 
strung times we live in. 

We may be quite sure that the monks enjoyed 
themselves in much the same ways as the rest of the 
world ; no one either demanded or found any special 
standard of self-denial for the religious above that of 
Christian men and women around them. It will be 
remembered how the mudcal man at Athelney en- 
joyed peculiar privileges', and how at another place 
the priest of a chantry is praised for being a good 
singing-man ; the choir boys were taught to play on 
the organs and the simple psalm tunes were learned 
by all the youth of the district. Music was very 
much the property of the church in those days. 
There were no glees', the opera had not been in- 
vented or revived in Italy. It certainly is true that 
the music of the orders was greatly enjoyed, as may 
be seen from the testimony of friends and foes. The 
singing of the nuns, quotes Fosbrooke', was exquisite. 
Erasmus has a well-known sneer at the elaborate- 
ness of the church music of his day. All the most 

I Bee the Abbot'i list of his debta. 

• BookgtTo, p. 101. 

■ p. 910, > rather apitefol oritio. He adds "wli«n tttqr did 
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eminent of the scliool of contrapuntista wrote almost 
entirely for the church'. The singing* was of course 
slightly different to that we are accustomed to, and 
the music was of course elemeDtary. Gregorians 
were uDiTersal for the Psalms, a method which re- 
quired more care than skill, especially as hut few 
chants vere used. Rhymed psalms the Keformation 
period gave birth to, at least they are never found 
in use before it'. Hymos in rhytiim but not rhyme 
were also sung, and to the monks is entirely due the 
rise of the oratorio. This came clearly from inci- 
dental music used at mystery plays and at the various 
saturnalia which the convents indulged in*. But it 
may be very reasonably doubted whether the parish 
churches had not a fair share in the honour of musi- 
cal invention. 

After the Betbrmation hymnolc^y became more 
common, and was better adapted for the people ; 
singing became congregational, but the sphere of 
music in the Church became more limited. England 
also was in musical connection with the continent, 
and the opera there and the new school of Monte- 
verde there, and its immense popularity must with 

1 BoTiie;, n. 460. 

• Fiah, who grambleB at eyerythjog, had no great love for the 
p^-Betorniation Cboroh MnBio. In the BappUoation of the Poore 
ConunonE be vritea : 

' Nowe (i.e. before the dieBolation) ean we Dot denjv but 

■ that the ontragioaw belowing of a sort of Sodimitioal bole, 
' niTngled with the proud pipyng of o^ans : 18 the Serrioe of 

■ QoA, and worth; to be piefored befon the redyng ± pieocih- 
> ing of God's worde.' 

' Bookatio, p. ST. * lb- ohap. xn. 
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the generally laicising effect of the change on all 
things hitherto regarded as sacred have tended to 
take music from the cloister to the street'. 

Indeed in England after the Reformation, along 
with bell-ringing, altars and the like, it is question- 
able whether mudc was not among " things super- 
stitious." A contemporary, Case, whose work on 
"The praise of Musicke" appeared in 1586, thus 
writes on the subject: — 

Now although there be none but few men so 
senselesse and blockish by nature, or of disposi- 
tion so peevish, and waiward, that taking no 
delight in musick themselves, and measuring the 
worth and price thereof, by their own affections, 
do account of it as a thing either vain and unlaw- 
ful, or idle and unprofitable, yet there be many, 
who albeit they allow a moderate, and sober use 
of it in civil matters : do notwithstanding cast it 
out of the church, as an uncleane thing, and will 
vouchsafe it no place in the service of God*. 
He then proceeds to shew that it has been used 
in religious ceremonies for all time, and also that 
the opinions of those whom he terms ' the doctours,' 
meaning the fathers, were favourable to church 
mudc. He has, as in duty bound, a word as to the 
monks, of whom he perhaps knew several, as he 
appears from Wood* to have had some Roman 
Catholic pupils at Oxford. 

' Bookatro, chap. x. That this was to may be gathered from 
the email amoout of secular masic whiah remains bora the pre- 
Beformation times. Cp. Chappell, Pop. Mui. vol. i. pp. 66, 96. 

> p. 90. ' Ath. Ox. Ed. Bliss, vol. i. p. 686. 
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Now if we consider to what eod the custom 
of singing was used, we shall perceive that it was 
not so used, as that singing and the sounding of 
organs, should be a deed meriborious, to ohtaine 
remission of sinnes and life etemall (as the Jewes 
imagine of their songs, and the heathen of their 
sonnets) or as the hypocriticall monkes and 
iriers sang their seven canonicall houres that the 
doing of that work, whether with understanding, 
or without understanding, it was not materiall 
yet the bare performance of it should be meri- 
torious for the sinnes of the quicke and the dead : 
hut so, that the Lord might decently he praised, 
whether with humble and harty prayer, as in the 
time of heaviness: or with singing of Psalmes, 
and playing on instrumentes, as in the time of 
joy and mirth, according to that counsell of the 
Apostle, If any man bee afflicted let him pray, 
and if any man he merry let him sing Fsalmes*. 
Out of la2 pages in his little book Case devotes 
62 to the controversy as to church music, shewing 
clearly that the spirit of the Kefonued Church was 
opposed to it. 

The whole service was made more dreary*. It 

must have been so seeing the war that hegaa 

' Praue of Muiicke, p. 134. Cp. the laat chapter of anawers 

to objeotians. It looks as though the bald Reformed Service was 

not very popular. 

* A oojioDB poem in the form of a dialogna oontraBting tha 
pre-Beformation times with those that followed, asd written in 
the Somerset dialect, appears in Feng's Betiquet, and has been 
reprinted bj Mrs Soger; bat it bardlj seems genninel; 16th cen- 
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against all that was beautiful in internal decoration*. 
We have seen that that crusade in Somersetshire 
became a simple extermination a levelling of all 
the beautiful monaster; chapels and chantries in the 
county. Who can say that there did not set in 
a corresponding ebb tide in the value of things 
religious in the estimation of the laity ? A priest 
became the humdmm rustic that Macaulay has 
described, droning out once a week his humdrum 
service. The altar became the " oyster board," the 
gorgeous processions were exchanged for the sleepy 
sermon. All this would now, in the days of libraries, 
theatres and pictures, be thought hut little of if the 
civilization of the people were looked to. But in 
the latter part of the 16th century it can never be 
too often repeated the Church and its services were 
the only elements of beauty which, apart from the 
enjoyment of natural objects, ever affected the pea- 
sant's life. The way was fast prepared for the 
Eighteenth century when comfort was the key-note 
of all life including church life, and every aspiration 
after an artistic life in the English country houses 
was checked by over-eating, over-drinking and the 
utter absence of educated taste among any, the high 
or the low. 

From the interior to the exterior is an easy tran- 
sition. The effects of the dissolution are manifest 
on architecture as they are on the services of the 

1 In 1S4S— 9, for iuBtanoe, the Silver Croaa was sold at Yatton 
and the money applied to keep out the sea {Churchwardent' Aceti, 
160. In this Toliune ma; be noted the vbtj dgnifioant decay 
of the 'Chnroh-boase'). Aonrions note of the nnir Bjatem appears 
in the Morebath acoonnts (ib. p. 313). 



DiailizodbvGoOgle 



AND THEm SUPFBESSIOK. 381 

Church, The perpendicular style culminated during 
the hundred years preceding the middle of the 
fifteenth century, and whether it were a consequence 
or an accident the hundred years that followed 
witnessed a steady decline in public taate. This 
of ecclesiastical buildingB. The fifteenth century 
had seen builded all those perpendicular towers 
which give Somerset an individuality in ecclesiology; 
they as much as the internal history of the Abbeys 
themselves are an ample refutation to the charge 
of architectural slackness which has been brought 
against the immediately pre-Reformation period. 
The plenitude of churches was such that after the 
Reformation none of any importance in the country 
were erected for at least a hundred years'. This 
was fortunate for Somerset for it was thereby saved 
from the consequences of that declining taste in 
matters architectural which has just been alluded 
to. It seems as though there never was a thoroughly 
English Renaissance style for churches and hence 
the weakness and unartistic form of those that do 
exist This was probably again due to the fact that 
so few were required and those few all at once' and 
in one place, so that there was no opportunity for a 
healthy, slow and national growth to be perfected as 
in the English Qothic. This will readily account for 
the di£ference of the fate of the Renussance style 
when employed to domestic architecture and that 
which it experienced in the few or at least com- 
paratively few country churches to which it was 
applied. From the perpendicular period to that of 
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the Claesical revival it may be said that too few 
churches were built to allow of the forms they took 
presentiug any further charm than can be found in 
imitative art. 

But when we turn to domestic architecture we 
must speak rather differently.. The reign of Eliza- 
beth was a period of transitioD although there may 
have been a certain amount of Itidian idea even in 
Henry the Eighth's time'. But the domestic per- 
pendicular style may during the last half of the 
sixteenth and beginning of the seventeenth century 
be said to have been perfected ; that is to say as a 
mode of building comfortable houses. What share 
then had the monasteries in the transition which 
slowly passed into the Renaissance ? Certainly some 
credit All that was best and finest in the domestic 
architecture of the sixteenth century comes from the 
fifteenth, and all that is beautiful in a fifteenth 
century manor house comes directly from the Church. 
No one outside the orders knew or improved the art 
of architecture except as they knew or developed 
the conventual building. Compare the Qeotge Inn 
at Glastonbury or the old part of Brimpton with the 
priory remiuns at Muchelney ; or again the domestic 
part of any Somerset manor house with the priory 
house at Montacute. It will be at once perceived 
that all that is admirable in the cinquecento comes 
not from the old castle but from the mediaeval mo- 
nastery. In fact the introduction of the parlours and 
the many apartments express a higher civilization, 

' FergaBMUi, it. p. 273. Cp. the illoatratlotis in Turner, Z>«n. 



DiailizodbvGoOgle 



AND THEIR SUPFKESSION. 383 

and the monasteries supplied in this conntr; the 
earliest idea of a house as differing from a fort. 

But with the inspiration, went the power of 
development. The Church as a foundation dis- 
appears, and all the work that it performed as 
an artistic school of d^gn was at an end. The 
' new set ' as the abbot of Athelney termed them, 
were doing a great deal more than they guessed 
when they took down the abbey roofe, even if some 
of them had feeling enough to regret the temporary 
Tandahsm that their work involved. All domestic 
architecture in England has taken its highest note 
&om the Church, the great originator of what is beau- 
tifuL It is very unfortunate when the conditions 
are reversed. We shall find as in the eighteenth 
century that a church must be made, at the expense 
of carving perhaps, above all things like a comfort- 
able dwelling house, whilst a dwellit^ house builder 
will be thrown on to the past for a model instead of 
continuing a style of his own, with the result of 
producing a bald Georgian fa9ade, at the best a box 
of rooms'. 

England felt to the full though at a compara- 
tively late period the literary eCFects of the revival 
of learning. In the rude ages the monks were the 
only learned men and some of them not that. But 
with the printing press even in its infancy and with 
the generally awakened interest in learning it passed 
into the hands of the multitude. It is one of the 
best things that can be said for the monks that they 
were not bigotedly opposed to the new movement. 

■ Cp. the splendid chapter of FerguBBon, vol.ir.bk.iT.Introd. 
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The revival of learning at its inception could not be 
termed anything elee than a clerical movement. On 
the Continent no one was more ready than the 
abbots to dethrone Thomas Aquinas. But in Eng- 
land the new learning was directly associated with 
the reformed party*. The monasteries were no longer 
necessary as storehouses for learning nor did they 
any longer, as they used, keep the archives of great 
families in their ne^hbourhood ; but they were the 
academies of their districts and the residences of, 
taking them all in all, the most leisured and culti- 
vated class in England. Take away Cleeve for exam- 
ple and what a loss you at once inflict on the country 
gentry of that remote district ! No wonder that the 
country life of the seventeenth ceutury shewed so 
little improvement on that of the sixteenth, that it 
was so swinish in many of its details*. 

We must remember again that the monks were 
the only people who had regular intelligence of what 
went on at a distance. They were the only travel- 
lers in &ct The prior at Bath had a cell in Ireland 
where he bred the " laners." That must be visited. 
So too there would be constant intercourse between 
IXinster and Bath because the latter was a cell of 
the former. Sometimes a great official of the 
kn^hts of St John would come down to Temple- 
combe bringing news as to what was going on at the 
court. The official visitations involved a great deal 

1 Gf. Leyton'g memorable letter from Oxford, 'We have Bet 
Dnus in Bocardo,' aUnding (o the ohanga tbe viaiton liad made in 
Oxford stadiea. 

* Of. Ireland at the present day. 
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of journeying and eatertaining. The constantly 
varying numbers too in the houses point to a great 
deal of going and coming. Once in a way a messen- 
ger must go to Rome. Perhaps even the prior him- 
self, the journey giving him materials for a lifetime's 
conversation. From Chaucer's time to Henry VIII. 
the monk is always one of any assembly of travellers. 
The friars may have been said to have been profes- 
sional voyagers, compassing sea and land, 'writing' 
their way* where they could not pray it, and perhaps 
singing or wrestling for a supper when they could 
not otherwise get accommodation. 



Illusteation. 

Fish who is a jaundiced witness laments the state 
of religion in the closing years of Henry's reign but 
he imputes it mainly to the monks. However all 
he can find to say against the clergy is that they 
disapprove of the free reading of the bible and that 
such as he heats preach occasionally sigh for the 
days before the dissolution. Fish is not at all 
consistent in explaining the reason of things, as 
will have been seen in examining bis remarks on 

' Cp. Broime WilliE, li. 196. 

> Bogers thinhg that they tiaDscribed the Caort Bolls fi«m the 
eteward'B rough notes. The writing on the former is oertainly 
beantifnl tnd in itriMng contrast to the eieorable handwriting of 
laymen t«inp. Hen. VHI. Bat it is merelj a legal as contiosted 
with a lay hand, and hence it seems more probable that (bs 
steward wrote bis own aeeonnts. 

A. E. 25 
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the poor. But that does not make his testimoay 
less valuable where he is bearing witoess to the 
matters of everyday Ufe arouud him. He has seen 
the monks go, but he is not satisfied, as the fol- 
lowing quotation will evidence. It is directed af^ainst 
the king's chaplains. 

We heseke you (most deare soveraine) even 
for the hope you have in the redemption by 
Christ: that you call to remembraunce that 
dreadfull daye whan your highnesse shall stande 
before the judgement seat of Ood in no mor 
reputation then one of those miserable creatures 
which do nowe daylye dy in the stretes for lack 
of theyr dwe portion wherwith you and your 
nobles do reward those gnatonical elbowhangeis 
your chaplaines. Yf theyr ministrie be so neces- 
sarie to your highness that you cannot lacke 
them : yet let not the unsatiable do^es devour 
the bread that was prepared for the children let 
them be appointed lyvinges worthy their minis- 
tration. What reason ia it that a surveyor of 
bildinges or laadea, an alkmist, or a goldsmith, 
should be rewarded with benefice upon benefice, 
which of very reason oughte to be committed to 
none other but suche as throughe godly leminge 
and conversation were able aad would apply 
themselves, &c. 
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ADDENDA. 



Memord. that the collectore of the couDtie of 
Somersrt haue not this jeare answered nor paied 
any parte of ther coUeccttin nor the Recejvo' know- 
eth who he the collectors nor where to finde theym. 

Of the said some of mmxj" vij* j* ob I will con- 
fease to haue receyued the some of cccxiv" x" xj* for 
that I knowe it to be good and auer debte & yett 
in verey dede I haue receyued no penny therof but 
trust to doo at this next assieses'. 



II. 
The following list was printed' by W, De Q. 
Birch from MS. Cotton, Vespasian, A. xviiL ff. 157 
— 9. It is interesting as having been compiled in 
the 13th century, and thus shewing how few houses 
were subsequently founded : 

' DBte a and S Phil, and Mary. Beo. Oen. Obap. Ho. Box 164, 
a. 21. 

' In the Jonnml of the Arohaeologioal ABBociatioii, vol. ixthi. 
52. Oompare Leaoli'B remarks on the Establiahment of Coll^jee 
in (he lutTodnotiOD to FititatUnu and MemoriaU of SoulhatU 
(Cimp. Boa) and Mr Waloott on the Cisteioians in the Abbe; of 
at Mary, Cleeve. 

25—2 



_ ,-<,::. GoOglf 



S U HEBSETES YSE. 

Epiacopatas. Bathonue, Sancti Petri 

et P&uli Monachi nigri 

Abbatia. Glastmgebeiy, Sancto 

Marue 

„ Etheliugee^ Sancti 

Petri et Athelwyni 

„ Muchelneya, Saacti 

Petri 

Prioratiu. Fareley&, Sanctae Ma- 

riae MagdalentB ... 

„ Bristowe, Saucti Ja- 

[de Clun'. 

„ Stoke, Sancti Andreoe Monachi nigri 

„ KeyneBbatn, Sanctae 

Mariae Ganonici nigri 

,, Bristowe, Sancti Au- 

gustini „ „ 

„ Bekelande. 

„ Tantone, Sancti Petri 

et Panii Moniales nigrae 

„ Bearwe, Sanctts Ma- 

rife et Sancti Mi.- 



„ Canintone, Sanctae 

Marite „ „ 

Decanatos. Welles, Sancti An- 
drea* Canonioi seculares 

Prioratna. Montagu, Sancti Petri 

et Pauli Monachi nigri 

[de Clun'. 
Castella. Tantone, Briatove, Breggewater. 
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The following references may be useful in con 
sidering the monkB as cherishers of learning : 

Warton's Life of Sir Thwnas Pope, 27, &c 

Grose's AnHq. Pref. 61—2, vol. 2, p. li. 

Soame Jenyns' Diaq. on Several Svhjects, viii. 

Hearne's Pref. to Adatn de Domerham. 

Leland's Collect., Pref. xvii. vol vi. 77, 83 — 6, 
Itin. pre£ i. 

Masters' Hist, of Corpjia Chriati Coll. Garnib. 72. 

Drake's Eboracum, 85. 

Bentham's Ely, 27. 

Hen. Wharton's Spec, of Errors in Burnet, 12, 
13, 41—8, 66. 

Voltaire, Hist. Qen. l. p. 99. 

To these (which are collected in I think one of 
the Cole Hss.) may be added Hunter's iragment on 
Monastic Libraries (mostly based on Leland), and 
Dr Gasquet's pamphlet on the same subject reprinted 
from the Doum^de Beview. 
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INDEX. 

PERSONS AND PLACES, 



AbbolBbni;, 39 




ABhcott, 113 


Aowortli. George, 204, 213 




Ashwitte, alias GarBoljfl, 307 








— Wmiam, 861 




at Borston, John, 316 


Adama, Rogar, 861 




at Cowrts, John, 314 


Affilde, Thomas, 188 




Athelnej, 11, 16, 31, 29, 33, 60, 


Aishelej, Richard, IGl 




73, 80, 108, 111. 139, 133, 140. 


Alen, Thomw, 67 




160, 166, 178, 302, 218, 319, 221, 


AUeno, Doctor, 47 




23S, 242, 261, 262, 298, 821 


AUer, 1G8 




at Pole, William. 818, 814 


Alton, 161 




Andeley, Lord, 80, 90, 217, 236 


Alvorde or HaUord, Bioh., 


123 


Aondebake, Johannie, 191 


AI711, Thomas, 31 




Anstrayge of Bristol, 31 






AwefletoD, 212 


AinbKwe, 83 




Aibridge, 20 


AndBrsey, John, 166 




Ajleworthe, John, 167, 333, 363 


Andreasej al. Nyland, 210 




Ayshetun, 188 


Andrew, NiohoUs, 1G2 




— Meriett, 204 


AndrewM, Bichwd. 166, 208, 210. 


Aygshhnry. 209 


211, 21a, ai4, ai6 




Aysshe. 307 


AnslyB, William, 191 




— George, 188 






- John, 2T6 


Ap Rice, John, i, G, 7, 22. 


45 










Arleaton, John, 126 




Babcary, 181 


Amoide, John, 1S2 




Babyngton, 309 


Arlhet. Philip, 179, 180 






Anindell, Sir Thomas, 84, 


86,186, 


Bookwell, Hewe, 133 


212, 329, 330, 2S1, 332, 288, 334, 




33S, 336, 337, 388, 364, 369 


Bagbowe, 203 
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Bageorotte, Joho, 1S7 

Bagetosle, John, 138 

Baker, John, 201 

B&lame, Barnaido, 235 

Baldwin, Bp of Winobester, 276 

BaUai< Nioholas, 71, 112, 153 

Bunpton, 316 

Banfelde, Willkm, 202 

BonkeB, Henry, 160 

Sarlynofa, IT, 53, 64, 132,134,164, 
166, 203, 261, 262, Sll, 364 

Bunny ster, 211 

Bomord, 31, SSI 

BameB. William, 212 

Baroatsple, 63 

Boron, John, S13 

Barowe, 215 

Barrow, Onmey, 166, S55 

BartlatC, Bobert, 211 

Bartlet, John, 167, 211 

Barton, 204, 359 

Barton Grange, 854 

Barwjke, Bii John, 63 

BaiTBtabU, 62 

BaCconibe, 93, 209, 214 

Bath, 16, 17, 20, 21, S3, 84, 35, 43, 
93, 99, 102, 110, 113, 120, 124, 
133, 139, 141, 146, 162, 166, 169, 
204, 230, 239, 261, 262, 290, 335, 
365, 374, 384, 388 

— Bishop of, 13 
~ Earl of, 169 

— Nioholas, 125 
Bathe, Thomas, 126 
Batbepoole, 843, 351 
Batheeton, 204 
Batten, John, 164 
Battleoombe, 347 
Battjn, Thomas, 25 
Bafington, John, 149 
BayUe, John, 161 



BayUe, William, 138, 148 

Bearwe, 388 
BeddeU, John, 192 
Bede, Thomas, 153 

r, 20, 180, 181 



Bekington, 211 
— John, 110, 136, 146 

Bekynglon, ThomaB, Bp of Win- 
ohester, 276 



Bellow, John, 306, 209 

Benet, John, 113, 136 

Benet, 196 

Beram, Mioholas, 128, 148 

Bere, Biohard, 865 

Berkelej, Manrioe, 67, 86, 91, 144. 

167,306 
Berwick, John, 134 
BexySe, William, 212 
Beaton, 311 
BevaU, 47 
Bevyn, John, 146 
Bewohyn, Henry, 281 
— William, 136, 145 
Bigge, Biohard, 145 
Bishop, or BuMhop, lUohaTd, 147, 

221,389 
Bishoppe, William, 162. 207 
Bishop's Hnll, 364 
Bishop's Lydiard, 174, 208 
Bittesoomb, 203 
Blaokeforde, 26, 15S, 174, 366 
Blaokewell, Hugo, 147 
BUokwell, 212 



Blakoon, 209 

Blandford, 185 
Blesans, Hemy, Bp. 276 
Blnette. Boger, 118, 172, 213, 214 
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Blnnt, 13 

Boddett, Roger, 1S3 
Bod;, ThoQuu, 187 
Bogya, Biohard, 121 
Boenroede, 130 
Sonde, John, 194 
BondeTjle, Sir William, 276 
Bonne, John, 163 
Bov; Traoje, 206 
Bowoher, Eatherme, 112 

— Boger, 196 

— Thomaa, 206 
Bowman, Henry, 15S 
Bowreman, Jamea, 20G 
Bowaer, Catbeiine, lOS, 121 
Boiryer, Tboa., 206 
Boyea, John, 152 

Boys, James, 193 

Boyaton, AlaMunder, 12S 

Beaton, Lanreuoe, 179 

Bradbury, 209 

Bradford, 166, 20B, 361 

Bradley, John, 167 

BradaUik, 46, 47 

Bradge, John, 89 

Brampaton, Biohard, ISl 

Biamwell, 167, 206 

Brayne, Henry, 804, 205, 308, 211, 
212, 216 

Brent, Eaet, 846 

Briande, Robert, 12S 

Bridge, 212 

Bridgehampton, 204 

Bridges, Thomaa, 167 

Bridgewater, 11, 17, 18, 30, 81, 64, 
62, 73, 96, 100, 103, 104, 110, 
111, 120, 129, 13S, 148, 156, 166, 
169, 188, 194, 200, 203, 205, 206, 
211, 324, 226, 284, 360, 261, 269, 
288, 289, 391, 806, S88 

BrUtol, IS, 17, 66, 181, 303, 204, 



206, 308, 309, 210, 211, 213, 316, 

346, 391, 388 
Bristov, Thomaa, 139 
Briatowe, 38 
BrofOrde, 303 
Broke, John, 160 

— Mathew, 164 
Brampton BofTe, 207 
BromyBQote, 214 
Bronefield, 216 

Brown, John, of Vycombe, 30 
Browne, John, 146 

— Nicholaa, ot Tannton, 31 
Broxholme, John, 206, 309 
Bmham, North, 206 
Bmshlord, 206 

Bmton, 11, 21, S6, 39, 41, 43, 45, 
46, 47, 67, 69, 78, 74, 76, 66, 
102, 103, 109. Ill, 113, 114, 121, 
133, 147, 167, 173, 183, 206, 232, 
242, 361, 288, 289, 290, 291 

Bryan, Sir Frande, 163, 864 

Biyce, John, 194 

— Bobert, 167 
Bryde, John, 146 
Brydgia, Biobard, 316 

— Sir John, 216 
Brygge, William, 31 
Btjndon, 64 

Bryneamede, William, 148 
Brythe, 189 

Bnekland, 16, 72, 103, 137, 188, 
143, 149, 166, 172, 187, 201, 307, 
236, 24S, 262 

Buckland, Biohard, 206 

Bnfforde, 865 

Bnlbeoke, John, 371 

Ball, Alexander, 145 

— Eatherine, 103, 134 

— Eenty, 159 
Bnndle, Alderman, 30d 



D,a,l,zt!dbvG00gIf 



Bnrford, 213 

BoigBB, William, 192, 147, 160 

Borle;, John, 1S7 

Bnmet, U 

BoTBhopp {let Bishop) 

Bnij, Edward, 167 

Btutletuun, 821 

BaUer, Edward, 201, 212 

— John, H9 
Bnttat, EgidiQi, 161 
Bjrckewioke, 206 
Bfunesmede, William, 138 
BTcde, John, 14S, 3S7 
Bysse, James, 209 

_ John, 206 
Bytt, Engh, 124 

Cadbni;, 313 
Gaffe, John, 196 
Callowe, William, 35, 1S6, 159 
Cambemell, 212 
Contell, Rioaidi, 197 
Canworthe, John, 190 
Cauyngton, 17, 103, 1B3, 184, 140, 
166, 174, 203, 363, 824, 866, 388 
Capell. Sir H., 209 
Capon, 131 
Carewe, Geoi^, 168 
Camok, John, 126, 168 
Carswell, SIS 
Carj, 30 
Caije, Robart, 13 

— TbomaE, 162 
CaaUyn. John, 123, 147 

— Biabttrd,161 
Catoote, 166 

— John, 160 
Cathanagher, 303, 304 
Catlowe, William, 147 
Catlell, Biohaid, 168 
CawBje, John, 161 



Ghamberleyn, Leonaid, 166 
Chutonlcfdi, 72 
Chapel, Hany, 89 

— John, 81, S3, 160 
Ohaplyn, William, 309, 314, S54 
Charde, 159, 286, S06 
Chorleton, 168, 20S 

— Makarell, 169 
Charlton, Adsmpi (Adam), 206 
Charlpioh, 306 
Chaandeler, William, 196 
Cheddar, 166 

Cheddon, 3S4 
Cheke, John, 81 
ChewG, Magoa, 266 
Chewton, SIS, 968 
Chiloomb, 207 
Chiltemvagge, 315 
Chinnock, East, 313 
CbDTOhill, 306 
Chynne, Jobautia, 161, 16B 
Clareham, 36, 157 
ClarkBon, Biohard, 113, 126 
Clayeabaye, 20S 

Clayton, aliat Clatton, John, 217, 
216, 219, 230, 221, 323, 323, 234 

— David, 167, 308, 216 

— John, 166, 303 

Cleeve, 17, 52, 54, 108, 182, 134, 
1S6, 151, 165, 169, 306, 237, 361, 
362, 270, S20, S2S, S84 
Clchanger (Clayhanger), 209 
Clement, Bichatd, 146 
Olementt, WilUam, 110, 126 
Gierke, John, 26, 123, 146, 166, 
166 

— Thomae, S3, 145, 160, 160 

— William, 306 
Clere, William, 53 
Clofforde, 213 
CloBworth, 313, 311 
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CQutton l$ee Clayton) 
Clyfle, M 

— John, 124, 1C3 
CiTTeaon, 371 
Cookeram, John, 1S8, 148 
Cookes, Bobert, 3S0 
CoOlfii, Jemee, 211 
C<^, John, 97, 123 
Ckiggyn, Thomas, 139 
Ooke, Christopher, 187 

— John, 166, 180 

— Walter, 197 
Colde, John, 129 
Colle, Bichard, ISO 

Colles, Homphrey, 166, 20S, 204, 
206, 207, 20B, 218,214, 323, 354, 
S66 

CoUynggs, William, 91 

Collehiint, Matthew, ie«, 184, 186, 
1B8, 194, 201, 364 

ColthnrBt, 292 

CombcTOBS, 184 

Combe, 356, 367, 359 

Oombefloiye, 165, 202 

Compton, 309 

— Pannoefoot, 111, 167 
Cormye, Morgana, 161 

Cooke, Abbot of QlaEtonbnry, 277 
Coift, 314, 364 
Comvall, 63, 84 
Coantance, 109 
Conrtanay, Lawrenoe, 213 

— Sir William, 32 
Cowpei, Willielmi, 146 
Crafte,387 
Ciafton, 62 

Crewe, Eliiabetb, 142 
Ciewkeme, or Crokehome, 17, 20, 

62, 113, 155, 174, 387, 391 
Cribbe, Jobo, 94, 111, 112, 123 

— Thomas, 156 



EX. 395 

Cribbell, Bi<diard, 148 

Cricks, Hanry, 287 

Cciae, Creae or Cteaat, William, 94, 
133,146 

GriBtmaUoid, 210 

Cromplon, Dando, 312 

Cromwell, Thomas, 22, 29, 33, 35, 
97, 36, 40, 42, 43, 46, 49, 60, 63, 
63, 66, 66, 67, 61, 64, 66, 66, 67, 
68, 70, 72, 74, 76, 77, 78, 79. 84, 
86, 87, 88, 69. 90, 93, 116, 118, 
130, 122, 123, 134, 126. 270 

CroBoombe. 159, 177, 309. 310 

Crowche, Willielmi, 146 

CaSe, John, 32, 65, 146, 148, ise, 186 

— Bobert, 237, 811 
Cnlronde, William, 128 
Calverwell, WUli&m, 165 
Canwyohe, 202 

Cnile, John, SI 
Carry, 31 

— MaUett, 174 

— North, 178 

Daber, Maorioe, 180 

Dale, Thomas, 109. 12S 

Daroj, Sir ArtJiar, 303, 204, 206, 

20B, 214 
Davyes, WiUiam. 135, 153 
Dawbeny, Lord. 83 
Deoher, Bogor, 179 
De Conroys, 168 
Denam, Thos.. 13 
Deimya, Edward, 163 

— Walter, 231 
Derraante, Bobert, 160 
Deverell, 211, 348 
Dible, John, 169, 160 
Dier, James, 146 
Ditchat, 342 
Dobyne, John, 191 
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Dodjugton, Mm7, 137, 143 
Dolntui, John, 179, ISO 
Doumue, 315 
Donne, John, 162 
DonyKte, ot Donyet, 3S, 831 
Donltyng, 37, 210 
Dove, John, US, 134, S14 
DovaU, Thomu, 161 

— William, 63, 134, 161 
Dowdj'nge, CrUtine, 19S 

— Wfclter, 376 
Drsjaott, 300 
Drayton, Thomas, 861 
Drewe, John, B6, 169 
Dnoke, John, 161 

Dudley, Edith, widowof JohnDnd- 

1^,146 
Dnltyng, 209 
Dnlverton, 316, 831, 874 
Dnndre, 846 
DnnkaveU, 30, 72 
Dnneter, IB, 30, 99, 166, 166, 169, 

174,306,261,363,884 
-- John, 111, 122. 147 
Dorbam, 263 
Dnrleigb, 206 
DyeenBen, John, S3 
r^ohiat, 210, 847 
I^er, Ibomaa, 14 

— William, 94, 118, 13S, 146, 166 
Dyte, or Dytte, John, 126, 163 



BciBWyke in WeUow, 211 
Ede, Thomas, 813, 313 
Edgar, Robert, 160 
— John, 135 
EdingtoD, 46, 47 
EdmnndM, John, 289, 390 
Bdnaides, John, 163 
Edwa;e, Edward, 136, 146 



EUjm, Thome, 167 
Eltham,212 
Bl;e, John, 121, 147 
Emeribrde, Alea, 127 
Enborowe, 182 
Bnglande, William, 160 
Enterdon, John, 162 
Brbery, Stephen, 184 
Erderiaohe, John, 313 
Erdington, 353 
Erington, Gerald, 301 
Eringtonne, John, 160 
EttM, 313, 314, 322, 336 
Eiaei, Earl of, 166, 207 

— Bir Thomas, 209 

— Sir William, 309 
Esteoker, 168 
Eston, 904 

— Minor, 176, 868 
Ethelingeeya, 8S8 
Eton, ThomoB, 122 
Evene, leabeU, 127 
Exeter, Marquis of, 186, 187 
Eyre, 364 



Fallantjne, John, 190 

Fareley, 388 

Famborow, 113 

Farra, Walter, 212 

Fs^pes, Joan, wife of John Fe- 

^TFPee. 310 
Feime, Johannis, 146 
Fermeoomb, 209 
Ffraioher, John, 64, 197 

— Bobert, 111, 129, 148 

Fitz James, John, 48, 389, 390, 299, 
330 

— Nicholas, 119 
Fitzwaren, Lord, 180 
FitKoree, John, 330 
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Fitiarae, Bobert, S30 
Fletcher, Thomae, 153 
Fodington, 181 
FonB Qeorgii, 214 
FonnteU, 215 
Fowler, John, 109 
Foxe, TbomaB, 146 
FrtmoU, 172, 323, 343 
Frary, 216 

Freade, WUliam, 152 
Freahford Manor, 210 
Frome, 20, 167, 291 
Froment, Margery, 276 
Frye, John, 167 

— Robert, 153 

FnUorde, John, 205, 207, 208, 213 
FnzmtrtTttg, Lord, 32 

Gnbtiell, John, 125 
Oage, 6 

QaUorde, John, 162 
Gane, Eobert, 167 
Gairat, Anthonj, 179 
GniT, lUuhard, 192 
Oanldon, 216 
Gelle, John, 191 
Gening, Thomas, 111 
Gente, John, 156 
Gibbs (.M GjhbB) 
Gilbert, John, 206, 21B 

— NioholBB, 147 
Gillingham, 213 

aiosscook, William, 137, 148, 213 
Glaatonbnry, 15, 16, 17, 20, 21, 30, 
37, 38, 89, 40, 43, 49, 67, 77, 79, 
90, 92, 101, 111, 113, 114, 116, 
118, 119, 120, 161, 162, 162, 167, 
17S, 178, 209, 267, 260, 261, 262, 
263, 265, 272, 277, 282, 290, S02, 
830, 381, 841, 342, 347, 348, 840, 
850, 865, 382, S96 



EX. 397 

Gocyt, Andrew, 97 
Godbnry, al. Edger, 141 
Godge, John, 165 
Oodlegb, 208 
Oolde, John, 162, 300 
GoldyHmyth, John, 31 
Oonan, Manor of, 213 
Gonghe, Thomas, 189 
Qoodwyu, Edmund, 161 

— Thomaa, 208, 211, 314 
Goodyng, al. Ooodnyn, Winiaro, 

210 
Goollyn, William, 318 
GoHton, 207 
Gotehurate, 206 
Qothallan, Sir William, 62, 68 
Grath^rngton, 309 
Graynteld. Sir B., 203, 205, 314 
Oredy, William, 81 
Qregorye, Edmnnd, 154 

— Bobert, 200 

— William, 128 
Grene, Elizabeth. 149 
Gienton, William, 148 
Gliball, Margaret, 190 
Griffith, Bichard, 125 
Gmndell, John, 161 
Gryce, William, 163 
GiTffitbe, Biohard, 146 
Gulea, Bichard, 125 
Gully, William, 189 
OybbB, Raphe, 136, 140 

~ Bichard, 122, 146, 146 

— Bobert, 94, 146 

GySord, William, Bp of Win- 
cheater, 276 
Gyfforde, 215 
Gyston, Mr, of London, 31 

Hache, Thomas, 149 
Halea, Alnett, 124 
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Hftlfocde, Biehud, 67, 69, 133, 147 
H»U, Biohaid, IttO 

— Eobert. 157 

BftUey, WiUiMo, 173, 3M, 309, 315, 

861,854 
Hun, TliomM,94 
BMiiblTii, Bobeit, 60, 139, ISO 
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